Welcome to Summer and to the celebration of
America250! I’'m excited to share details of the calendar
of events we have planned and our additional summer
museum hours. Details of these events are provided in
this newsletter.

Beginning with the Strawberry Festival and Flea
Market June 13 followed by our Quarterly Meeting
June 24 with a presentation about 19th Century
baseball by the Brandywine Base Ball Club of West
Chester. A member’s picnic, special children’s events
and additional museum hours on First Friday evenings
from May thru September are also planned.

Our museum committee has been busy creating a new
America250 exhibit. It presents the ‘Philadelphia
Campaign’ of the Revolutionary War, much of which
occurred in the greater Phoenixville area during
1777/78. The exhibit features an over-sized Declaration
of Independence which you can sign and an interactive
map showing the movements of the British and
Continental armies in and around the future
Phoenixville.

Other additions to the museum include a new display
saluting the Italian-American heritage of Phoenixville
and a large wall map showing the Borough and
Schuylkill Township in 1851. This very interesting map
shows Phoenixville as it existed just 2 years after it was
created. Buildings only existed from Morgan Street to

the south and north to St. Mary’s Street. Early water
powered industries are shown along with the village of
“Mount Clare’ as it was spelled then. This map, which
was donated to HSPA in 1983 by McAvoy Brick Co, has
been framed and is now prominently displayed.

One last piece of exciting news. The Union Pacific
Railroad’s ‘Big Boy’ No 4014, the largest operating
steam engine in the world, is scheduled to travel
through Phoenixville. This will occur late afternoon on
July 2™ on its way to Philadelphia for the July 4
celebration there. You may want to scope out a good
place to watch this once in a lifetime event somewhere
along its route from Reading to past Valley Forge Park.
No matter how you celebrate our nation’s 250"
birthday, | hope you include a visit to HSPA or to one of
our events this summer!
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HSPA’s annual Strawberry Festival will be held on
Saturday, June 13 under two huge circus tents on the
HSPA lawn. The festival will feature a huge flea market
of household items and collectibles, a bake sale table, a
‘History Table’ of special local history items for sale,
food, and entertainment. Hours: Flea market, 8 AM to
2 PM, the Bake Sale and History Tables open at 9 AM,
and ‘Food and Fun’, 10:30 AM to 3 PM. The HSPA
Museum will also be open to visitors.

Items for the flea market are being received on
Wednesdays and Fridays or call the office to make other
arrangements. A wide variety of household items and
collectibles can be donated, but please no electronics,
clothing or furniture.

Members Only- Preview Sale on Friday, June 12 (7-9
PM), the night before Saturday’s Strawberry Festival.
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DARE TO DECLARE

At 12:30 on Saturday, June 13 during the Strawberry
Festival, there will be a special reading of the
Declaration of Independence and other special
activities. Local dignitaries, including Mayor Peter
Urscheler and State Representative Paul Friel, will
participate in the reading of the ‘Declaration Among
special activities will be children’s programs and a
ringing of HSPA’s bell. “Thomas Jefferson’ will serve as
emcee.

JUNE QUARTERLY MEETING

The Quarterly Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June
24 at 7:30 PM at the Phoenixville Recreation Center on
Franklin Avenue. Following a brief business meeting,
special guest Rick Stratton will present a program with
demonstrations of Baseball in the 1860s. 19" Century
baseball was a far cry from the modern game with many
different rules and primitive equipment. Rick Stratton is
a member of the Brandywine Base Ball Club, a modern-
day organization that continues the tradition of playing
the game as it was in the 19th century, with wooden
bats, underhand pitching, and no gloves. The club was
founded in 2013 and is modeled after its 19th-century
namesake, which dates back to 1865. The program is
open to the general public. Light refreshments will be
served.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Sunday, September 13, 2 PM
At Phoenixville Country Club

Invitations and details will be mailed out to all
members later in the summer.
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From Betzwood to Hollywood:
The Diamonds of Phoenixville
By
James P. Brazel

Introduction

This article is primarily about two members of the
John Diamond (1847-1915) and Martha Kennedy
Diamond (1856-1931) family of Phoenixville who
worked in the early film industry and the memory of
those whose lives and careers have been a source of
interest and amusement to (some members of) their
family.

A Dimond to Phoenixville

John Dimond arrived in Phoenixville c. 1873. He found
work at Phoenix Iron Company. By the 1880 census his
surname had become “Diamond” and his occupation
was listed as a “puddler”.

John Dimond and Martha Kennedy “both of
Phoenixville” were married on June 23, 1874 by the
Reverend J. Dyson at the Phoenixville Methodist Church.

The 1900 census shows most of the by then complete
John and Martha Kennedy Diamond family living in
Phoenixville. John’s occupation is now listed as “Laborer,
Iron works” since the puddling furnace work had been
replaced there in the late 1880’s by the open hearth
steel process.

There were seven of their eight children living there:
my paternal grandmother “Maggie” (Margaret) (25),
Mary (21), “Mattie” (Martha) (18), Cecilia (16), Thomas
(14), James (10), and Regina (4). William (22) was in the
U.S. Army Artillery at Fort Sloan, having stayed in the
Regular Army after service in Phoenixville’s Battery C,
Pennsylvania National Guard during the Spanish-
American war of 1898.

This article is primarily about Regina and James
Diamond and their careers in “The Movies”.

Regina Diamond (1895-1973)

the 1910 census as 14, living with her parents. She is
employed as a “Trimmer” in a Knitting Mill, most likely
John Byrnes’ Knitting Mill in Phoenixville. A Diamond
family cousin, Dorothy Shipp Snowden, told me that
“Aunt Jean ran away from home when she was fifteen”
and that she got a job as a telephone operator in
Philadelphia. But before that, she had performed as a
singer at The Rialto Movie Theater in Phoenixville.

My father Joseph Brazel told me that he had an aunt
and uncle, his mother’s sister Regina, or “Jean”
Diamond and James Diamond who were in the early
motion picture business; she as an actress and he as a
cameraman. He said that they had started out in silent
pictures with the Lubin Film Company at nearby
Betzwood, Pa., and had gone up to New York City and
The Fort Lee, NJ area for work there and then out to
Hollywood. In particular, | remember him telling me that
Regina Diamond had been selected to be the “stand-in”
for star Norma Talmadge because of their similarity in
appearance.

As proof of their involvement in the movies, my father
had his mother Margaret Diamond Brazel’s copy of an 8
X 10 photo of a movie crew, actors and director (D.W.
Griffith?) of a film apparently about the Russian
Revolution taken in a snow-covered woods scene. And
he pointed out his Uncle James Diamond in the photo,
wearing a newsboy cap and standing next to (or near)
the movie camera. The family legend was that it was
from a Lubin film made in the Betzwood-Valley Forge
Area. However, the trees did not look to me like the
Valley Forge area, and where was Aunt Jean in the
picture? The dark-haired woman in front center of the
photo had to be the star actress. Was it Norma
Talmadge?




crew for motion picture The New Moon (1919).

This is the photo that | sent a copy of to Regina

Diamond and she confirmed in her 1970 letter that
Norma Talmadge was in front center. James Diamond is
seated, second from left wearing the newsboy cap.
In 1970 | got Regina Diamond Brown’s address in
Burbank, California from my cousin Joseph F. Hogan and
wrote to her regarding these questions, news of a
planned book about Lubin and a copy of the photo and
some others | had gotten.

She replied:

Burbank, Calif.
July — 1970
Dear Jim,
| received your letter & photos. | am sorry | can’t fill you in on
anything about Lubin when | worked there, it was before the
First World War and | worked in the Lab. From there my
brother and | went to New York where we worked in the
movies, before moving on to Calif.
The picture you sent was made in New York, and starred
Norma Talmadge. D.W. Griffith was not connected with the
movie. It was the first movie | worked in. Yes that was my
brother Jim in the white cap. | haven’t any mementos of our
days at Lubin’s.
| will look forward to the book on Lubin — as | started out
there. If you ever come to Calif., | would be pleased to meet
you, and try and show you the town, it is much bigger than
when we came here in 1923 but it is a very interesting place. |
have been out of the movie business since 1933. | am
returning your photos and papers as | guess you are saving
them. | am sorry | could not help you.
Sincerely,

Regina Brown

422 S. California St.

Burbank, Cal. 91505

Twenty — four years later | was able to obtain the
name and background information of the film as “The
New Moon”, released on 11 May 1919 by the Norma
Talmadge Film Corp. and Select Pictures Corp., Joseph
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Group photo in snow and woods scene of cast, director and

M. Schenck President & Producer. Joseph Schenk and
Norma Talmadge were married. It starred Norma
Talmadge (front & center in the cast photo) and Pedro
de Cordoba. They are readily identifiable in the
photograph. Neither James nor Regina Diamond are
listed in the credits. It was filmed at Saranac Lake, NY. An
incomplete copy of the film is in the Library of Congress.

In 1923 Regina and James went to Hollywood and
brought their widowed mother out with them for stays.
James had become a credited cinematographer, learning
the trade from his work at New York and Fort Lee, NJ
studios.

In California she had a set of photos taken in a lush
garden of herself, her mother and a pet dog that she
had named “Bevo Diamond Marsh” in that setting. We
have two photos from that set. It is likely that another
Hollywood cinematographer, Oliver Marsh, was the
photographer.

On the back of the original of the photo with her dog,
she wrote to her mother Mrs. John Shipp:
“To Helyne Wesley Shipp,
1923
How do you like little
Bevo Diamond Marsh"

Photo of Jean Diamond taken in garden in California with
her pet dog “Bevo Diamond Marsh”. Photo probably taken
by Oliver Marsh. From the collection of Dorothy Shipp
Snowden.

Here is a snapshot taken at the beach of Jean with her
brother James (white shirt) and another with Oliver
Marsh (dark shirt) who became one of the preeminent
cinematographers at MGM. Jean wrote on the back of
the photo with Oliver Marsh “Just out of the ocean”.




According to Dorothy Snowden who knew her well,
Regina and Oliver Marsh were engaged to be married.
But Regina had become homesick, wanted to go back
east to Phoenixville to see her family and asked him for
the money for the train fare. He declined to give her
the money, (was her career not going well, did he want
her to proceed with the marriage?), so she hocked her
engagement ring and went back home to Phoenixville.
She returned to Hollywood and later married Sydney
Brown, who was credited for developing a method of
producing simulated stone scenery for movies.

This item appeared in the “Twenty Years Ago Today”
section of the Daily Republican on August 17, 1946:
“Miss Jean Diamond, formerly of Phoenixville, was in
Honolulu with Pathe Company making a picture “The
House Without a Key”.

That was in 1926, a silent serial in ten chapters, based
on the first Charlie Chan mystery novel written by the
prolific author Earl Derr Biggers. This film is not known
to have survived.

Regina had a credited part as “Jean Diamond” in
another Pathe serial, the 1929 Queen of The North
Woods, in which she played the supporting role of “The
Moon River Lady”. This sound film starred Ethlyne Clair
and Walter Miller, “Pathe’s most virile male lead” (who
had also been the male lead in The House Without a
Key).

Pathe % Serial

Lobby Card for Chapter One of “Queen of The North Woods”

Regina sent some stills from Queen of The North
Woods home to her mother. One of the photos shows
her in North Woods’ garb holding a Winchester lever
action rifle in one hand and a tree branch with the
other. A note on the back reads: “Mother, here are a few
pictures from “Queen of The North Woods” in costume.
Love, Jean”.

el ‘
Dorothy Shipp Snowden recalled in 1993 that she had
seen Queen of The North Woods at the Colonial Theater
in Phoenixville when she “was a little girl” and that
“everyone cheered when she came on the screen”.
James R. Diamond, A.S.C. (1890-1936)
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And we do know that he and Regina (per her letter of
July 1970) worked on the film The New Moon, Norma



Talmadge Film Corp. which was released on 11 May
1919. But neither of them were listed in the credits.

As of 2024, The Internet Movie Data Base lists 65 films
from 1921-38 for him as cinematographer.

In one of his films, Her Splendid Folly (1933), he
appears as the cameraman in a scene where an accident
has occurred during filming of a speedboat race. He,
one of two credited cameramen in this film about
making a film, leaves his camera station and is seen
running up to the dock to assist in aiding the heroine
racing boat driver in the emergency. And his voice can
be heard, cheering her on.

He was the cinematographer, sometimes listed as
Jimmy Diamond, on several western movies of the
1930s featuring actors such as Harry Cary, George (later
‘Gabby’) Hays and Tim McCoy.
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The Man From Guntown, Puritan Pictures, 1936.

James Diamond was struck by an automobile while
crossing Hollywood Boulevard at Edgemont in Los
Angeles on October 17, 1936 and died of a”Basal skull
fracture”.

His 1936 obituary in The Daily Republican states:

“Mr. Diamond was born and reared in this borough. He
attended local schools and for a short time was
employed at Bader’s Meat Market.

He resigned to accept a position at Byrne’s Knitting Mill
and later became affiliated with the old Lubin Film
Company at Betzwood.

Diamond learned to operate a motion picture camera
and produced film while in the employ of the Betzwood
firm. After the Lubin firm retired from business, he
moved to New York.”

About the Author:

James Brazel is a native of Bridgeport, Pa. His home has
been in Berwyn, Pa. since January 2, 1976. His
grandparents Margaret Diamond and James Leo Brazel
were from Phoenixville and he has done research and
published several historical articles on the Kennedy-

Diamond-Brazel side of his family. He is a member of the
HSPA and also the Tredyffrin—Easttown Historical
Society. Jim credits the genealogy files at HSPA for his
first outside-the-family discoveries in the 1990’s of key
information on his Chester County ancestors. This is his
first article for the HSPA Newsletter.

KUDOS TO SCHUYLKILL RIVER HERITAGE CENTER
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Congratulations to the Schuylkill River Heritage Center
on their completion of the Phoenix Wheel Project and
the Wheel’s erection on Bridge Street. The project to
save this rare piece of Phoenixville history first began
more than fifteen years ago and was led by now
President Emeritus Barbara Cohen. The project was able
to be completed in partnership with the Borough of
Phoenixville. An official ribbon-cutting is scheduled for
10 AM on June 6. Check the SRHC’s website for details:
www.PhoenixvilleFoundry.org.

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES NEWS
HSPA’s 1851 map of Phoenixville and Schuylkill
Township (originally donated to HSPA by McAvoy Brick
in the 1990s) has recently undergone conservation and
reframing. It’s located on the wall by the elevator exit

into the museum.
kS

1851 Phoenixville and Schuylkill Township Map




In addition to the new exhibits mentioned in President
Dave’s message on page one, other new exhibits will be
coming later this year. Look for exhibits on Valley Forge
General Hospital and the Firebird Festival.

Do you have an idea for a future exhibit, or a topic

related to Phoenixville area history that you are
interested in researching, or helping to create exhibits
for the museum? If you answered "yes" to any of these
questions, fill out a suggestion form located in the
museum or contact HSPA Museum Chairpersons Josh
and Su Gould at joshnsu@verizon.net.
The Archives: HSPA's archival collection continues to
grow. The Society continues receiving donations of both
large and small items. Volunteers work diligently to
process and accession artifacts, photographs and
documents. If you are considering donating artifacts,
documents, or photographs, please contact the office
first to discuss your possible donation. Check the HSPA
website (www.hspa-pa.org) for guidelines on items that
can be accepted and a donation form that can be
downloaded.

PROMOTING HSPA

Joe Varady leading walk to Indian Point

-On Saturday, April 18 as part of “Earth Day” activities,
Joe Varady gave a talk on the Lenni Lenape people and
led a group of fifteen people on a walk to Indian Point.
-On Sunday, April 19 HSPA hosted representatives from
several area historical societies for a discussion of ‘Best
Practices’. HSPA is part of a coalition of local societies
that meet periodically to share information and keep
each other updated on activities and programs. John
Keenan gave a presentation on how HSPA conducts its
Maxsold Auctions. A tour of the HSPA Museum was
included in the event. The coalition is planning an event
for next March enabling people to visit many area
societies on the same weekend.

-On Tuesday, April 28, Jack Ertell gave a presentation on
the “History of Valley Forge General Hospital” to the
women’s group of St. John’s Lutheran Church.

-On Thursday, May 14, John Keenan was guest speaker
at Brownback’s UCC ‘Young at Heart” Luncheon. He gave

a presentation on the “History of Valley Forge General
Hospital.”

-Every Tuesday, HSPA posts Phoenixville newspaper
stories, advertisements, and photographs covering .
sports, community news, people, and events from 50
years ago on the HSPA Facebook Page. The articles and
images are posted on Facebook by HSPA Vice-President
Joe Varady. Additionally, Joe has been posting historical
content from the HSPA Museum and items from HSPA's
archives and photo collection.

' MEMBERS ’
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MEMBERS-ONLY EVENTS
The most recent members-only events were a tour of
Pennypacker Mills (April 11) and Architectural Walking
Tour from HSPA to Reeves Park led by Tom Carnevale
and Lauren Eustis (May 17).

Tour of the Pennypacker Mansion at Pennypacker Mills
The next Members-Only event is the Preview Sale on
Friday, June 12 (7-9 PM), the night before Saturday’s
Strawberry Festival. Also upcoming will be a Members’
Potluck Picnic on Saturday, July 18 at noon at HSPA.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
The Society thanks our members and business members
who have renewed their membership or upgraded to a
higher level since the March newsletter. HSPA’s
membership continues to grow.
Welcome to new members since the March newsletter
was published: Christine Brown, Barbara Ebaugh,
Richard Kirkner, Kathryn Montgomery, Gina Bacci,
Timothy Thomas, Sol Riders LLC, Alan Preston, Joe
Hartley, James Magyar, Inese Santaromita, Jeanne
Reese, Toby & Mary McGown.
Donations: Jim Taylor, Robert Dunmore, Barbara
Witwer, Alan Preston, Robert Williams, Edward Jefferis,
John & Joan Beregi, James Durbin, and Chris & lJill
Slawecki.
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Reid and Troop 119 Scouts Installing the PICo Benches

Reid Blamey of Evansburg Troop 119 has recently
completed refurbishing three Phoenix Iron Company-
built benches. Two benches have been placed adjacent
to the Main Street entrance to the HSPA Museum and
the third bench placed along the walkway facing the
side lawn. The benches were among the original 19"
Century benches in Reeves Park. Reid’s Eagle Scout
Project included modernizing the benches with live-
edge wood slabs. An engraved plate is attached to each
bench recognizing Reid for his project. HSPA volunteer
Paul Kusko coordinated the project with Reid.

as amended. All contributions are tax deductible.

The Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area is a
non-profit corporation organized exclusively for
charitable purposes within the meaning of Section
501 ¢ 3 of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1954

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED
TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

If your mailing label is highlighted, it means
that you’ve not responded to our
membership renewal notice and this will be
your last issue of the Newsletter.

Of course, it could be our mistake. If so,
please contact The HSPA Membership
Chairperson at 610-935-7646.

THANKS!
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