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WeIcome to Summer and to the celebration of

America250=’m excited to share detaiis ofthe caiendar

Of events we have piamed and our additional summer

museum hou「s, Details ofthese events a「e provided in

this newsiette「

Begiming wi書h　肋e S書冊wbe〃y Fes書ivαI ond f/eα

Mαrke書/une I3 /bl/owed by our Quαrte〃y Meeきing

lune 24　wi章h o presen調fron about Ig章h Century

bosebα// by勅e B調ndywine BαSe Bo/′ αub qf Mest

Ches書er A membert picnic, SpeCiαI chiId舵nt events

ond odditionα/ museum hours on F存oきfridoy evmings

万Om Moy勅ru 5印亡ember o〃e o/so pIonned

Our museum committee has been busycreating a new

America250　exhibit. 1t presents the　′phiiadeIphia

Campaign’of the RevoIutionary W叫much of which

OCCurred in the greater Phoenixv川e a「ea during

177初8. The exhibit features an ove「sized Declaration

Of Independence which you can sign and an interactive

map showing the movements of the British and

Continentai armies in and around the future

Phoenixvi=e.

Other additions to the museum include a new display

Saiuting the ltaIian-American heritage of Phoenixv冊e

and a iarge wa=　map showing the Borough and

Schuyik川It)WnShip in 1851. This very interesting map

Shows Phoenixv冊e as it existed just 2 years after it was

Created・ Buildings only existed from Morgan Street to

the south and north to St. Mary’s street. Eariy water

POWered industries are shown along with the v川age of
′′Mount Ciare’as it was spe=ed then. This map, Which

WaS donated to HSPA in 1983 by McAvoy Brick Co, has

been framed and is now prominentiy dispiayed.

One last piece of exciting news. The Union Pacific

Ra旧oad’s　′Big Boy’ No 4014, the largest operating

Steam engine in the worid, is scheduied to travel

through Phoenixv冊e. This wj= occur late aftemoon on

」uIy 2nd on its way to Philadeiphia for the 」uly 4

CeIebration there, You may want to scope out a good

Place to watch this once in a lifetime event somewhere

along its route from Reading to past V訓ey Forge Park.

No matter how you ceiebrate our nation′s　250th

b而hday, i hope you include a visitto HSPAorto one of

Our eVentS this summer!

佐伸筋p.。Sid。nt

態‡馳
HSPA’s annual Strawberry Festivai w冊　be held on

Saturday, 」une 13 under two huge circus tents on the

HSPA lawn. The festivai wiil feature a huge flea market

Of household items and co=ectibIes, a bake sale tabie, a
′History鴫bIe’of specia=ocal history items for saie,

food, and entertainment. Hours: FIea market, 8 AM to

2 PM, the Bake Saie and History li]bles open at 9 AM,

and ′Food and Funl lO:30 AM to 3 PM. The HSPA

Museum w川also be opentovisitors.

Items for the fiea market are being received on

Wednesdays and Fridays or ca= the o鮒ce to make other

arrangements. A wide variety of househoId items and

CO=ectibIes can be donated, but piease no electronics,

Ciothing or furniture.

Members Oniy- Preview Sale on Friday, 」une 12 (7-9

PM), the night before Saturday’s strawberrγ Festivai,



DARE TO DECしARE

At 12:30 on SaturdaY, 」une 13th during the Strawberry

Festival, there w冊　be a speciaI reading of the

Deciaration of lndependence and other special

activities. Locai dignitaries, including Mayor Peter

Urscheler and State Representative Paui Friei, W冊

pa巾cipate in the reading of the ′Deciaration・’Among

SPeCiaI activities w川　be ch冊ren’s programs and a

ringing of HSPAIs be=. ′Thomas 」efferson’w川serve as

emCee.

JUNE QUARTERLY MEETING

The Quarterly Meeting w冊be heid on Wednesday, 」une

24 at 7:30 PM at the PhoenixvⅢe Recreation Center on

Franklin Avenue. Fo=owing a brief business meeting,

SPeCiai guest Rick Stratton w川present a program with

demonstrations of Baseba旧n the 1860s. 19th century

baseball was a far cryfrom the modem game with many

different rules and primitive equipment. Rick Stratton is

a membe「ofthe Brandywine Base Ba= Club, a mOdem-

day organization that continues the tradition of p看aying

the game as it was in the 19th century, With wooden

bats, underhand pitching, and no gloves. The club was

founded in 2013 and is modeIed after its 19th-Century

namesake, Which dates back to 1865. The p「ogram is

OPen tO the gene「aI pub=c, Light refreshments w川be

served.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Sunday, September 13, 2 PM

At Phoenixviile Country C音ub

invitations and details wiii be maiIed out to ali

members later in the summe購
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From Betzwood to Ho○○ywood:

The Diamonds of Phoenixville

By

」ames P. Brazel

introduction

This a巾cle is primar時about two members of the

」ohn Diamond (1847-1915) and Ma巾ha Kennedy

Diamond　〈18与6-1931〉　fam時　Of Phoenixv紺e who

WOrked in the eariy冊m industry and the memory of

those whose Iives and careers have been a source of

interest and amusement to (some members of) their

屯miiY.

A Dimond to Phoenixv川e

」ohn Dimond arrived in Phoenixv川e c. 1873. He found

WOrk at Phoenix Iron Company. By the 1880 census his

Sumame had become ′′Diamond’’and his occupation

WaS listed as a ′′puddier’’,

」ohn Dimond and Ma巾ha Kennedy　′′both of

Phoenixv=ie’’were married on 」une 23, 1874 by the

Reverend 」. Dyson at the Phoenixv冊e Methodist Church.

The 1900 census shows most ofthe by then compiete

」ohn and Ma直ha Kennedy Diamond fam時Iiving in

Phoenixv川e. 」ohn’s occupatjon is now listed as ′′しaborer;

iron works’’since the puddling furnace work had been

replaced there in the late 1880’s by the open hearth

Steel process.

There were seven of their eight children living there:

my paternai grandmother ′′Maggie’’ (Mangaret〉 (25),

Marγ (21), ′′Mattie’’(Martha) (18), Cec冊a (16), Thomas

(14),」ames(10), and Regina (4). W輔am (22〉 was inthe

U.S. Army A巾=ery at Fort SIoan, having stayed in the

ReguIar Army after service in Phoenixvi=e’s Battery C,

Pennsylvania Nationai Guard during the Spanish-

American wa「 of 1898.

丁his article is primar時　about Regina and 」ames

Diamond and their careers in ′′The Movies′′,

Regina Diamond, the youngest ofthe family is iisted in

the 1910 census as 14, iiving with her parents. She is

employed as a ′′Trimmer’’in a Kn圃ng M町most iikely

」ohn Byrnes’K両軸ng M帥in Phoenixvi=e, A Diamond

famiiy cousin, Dorothy Shipp Snowden, tOld me that
’Aunt 」ean ran away from home when she was f肺een’’

and that she got a job as a telephone operator in

Phiiadeiphia. But before that, She had performed as a

Singer at The Rialto Movie Theater in Phoenixv川e.

My father」oseph Brazei toid me that he had an aunt

and uncie, his mother’s sister Regina, Or　′1ean’’

Diamond and 」ames Diamond who were in the eariy

motion picture business; She as an actress and he as a

Cameraman. He said that they had started out in siient

Pictures with the Lubin Fi獲m Company at nearby

Betzwood, Pa., and had gone up to New York City and

The Fortしee, N」 area for work there and then out to

Ho=ywood. in pa巾cula自remember him te冊ng me that

Regina Diamond had been selected to be the ′′stand-in’’

for star Norma li]lmadge because of their similarity in

aPPearanCe"

As proof oftheir invoIvement in the movies, my father

had his mother Margaret Diamond B「azei’s copy ofan 8

X lO photo of a movje creW actors and director (D.W.

Gr輔th?) of a fiim apparentiy about the Russian

Revoiution taken in a snow-COVered woods scene. And

he pointed out his Uncie 」ames Diamond in the photo,

Wearing a newsboy cap and standing next to (or near)

the movie camera. The famiIy iegend was that it was

from a Lubin film made in the Betzwood-VaIIey Forge

Area. However; the trees did not Iook to me like the

Va=ey Forge area, and where was Aunt 」ean in the

Pictu「e? The dark-haired woman in front center of the

Photo had to be the star actress. Was it Norma

li]imadge?



Group photo in snow and woods scene of cast′ directo「 and

crew fo「 motion picture 771e New Moon (1919).

This is the photo that i sent a copy of to Regina

Diamond and she confirmed in her 1970 iette「 that

Norma li]1madge was in front center. 」ames Diamond is

seated, SeCOnd from left wearing the newsboy cap.

In 1970 i got Regina Diamond Brown’s address in

Burbank, CaIifomia from my cousin 」oseph F. Hogan and

wrote to her regarding these questions′ neWS Of a

p-anned book about Lubin and a copy ofthe photo a=d

SOme Others l had gotten.

She rep=ed:

BurbonんC。Iif

JuIy -ユ970

Deor Jim,

l receivedyOur/e耽r & pho亡os. / CJm 50rry / con’団Ilyou /n on

。nything 。bout Lubin when / worked there, i亡wos be句re fhe

FiI所WbrId Wbr αnd / WOrked /n the [ob. From there my

brother αnd / Wen亡tO New 〉匂rk where we worked /n t’he

movie亨, b匂bre moving on to CoIif

77]e Picture you sent wos mde /n New )匂rk′ Ond 5t。rred

Norm。 fo/m。dge. D.W Gr研亡h wo5 nO亡COmeCted with the

movie. /t wos fhe力rst movie / wo「ked /n・ yおth。t W。5 my

brothe「Jim /n the whiでe c。p. / hoven’t ony memento5 Ofour

days o江ubint.

I wiII /ook舟rwcJrdめthe book on Lubin - C)S / 5亡Orted ou亡

亡here.げyou ever come亡O Cc'碕, l wou/d be p/e。Sed to meet

you, 。nd try 。nd 5how you the town′ i亡/s much bigger航n

when we come here /n 1923 but /t is o very /nteresting pIoce・ /

h。Ve been out Qf the movie business since 1933・ / 。m

retuming your photos ond p。pers 。5 / gue55 yOu 。re SOVing

亡hem. /Om SOrry/ COu/dno亡he佃you・

5incere朽

βegin。 Brown

422 S. CcJ/ゆmio St・

Burbonk; C0I. 9エ505

Twenty - four years iater l was abIe to obtain the

name and background information of the f=m as ′′The

New Moon′′, reIeased on ll May 1919 by the Norma

Taimadge刊m Corp. and SeIect Pictures Corp.′ 」oseph

M, Schenck President & Producer. 」oseph Schenk and

Norma li]lmadge were ma「ried. 1t starred No「ma

ltlimadge (front & center in the cast photo) and Pedro

de Cordoba. They are readiiy identifiabie in the

photograph. Neither 」ames nor Regina Diamond a「e

iisted in the credits. itwas filmed atSaranac Lake, NY An

incomplete copy ofthe f=m is in theしibrary ofCongress・

ln 1923 Regina and 」ames went to Ho=ywood and

brought their widowed mother out with them for stays.

」ames had become a credited cinematographe自earning

the trade from his work at New York and Fort Lee, N」

studios.

in Califomia she had a set of photos taken in a iush

garden of herselt her mother and a pet dog that she

had named ′′Bevo Diamond Marsh’’in that setting. We

have two photos from that set. 1t is iikeiy that another

Hoi看ywood cinematographer' OIiver Marsh′ WaS the

Photographer'

On the backofthe original ofthe photo with her dog,

she wroteto her motherMrs. 」ohn Shipp:

“わHelyne MesIey Shipp,

ヱ923

How do you /ike /ittIe

Photo of 」ean Diamond taken in garden in Caiifornia with

her pet dog ′′Bevo Diamond Marsh′′・ Photo probably taken

by O=ve「 Marsh. From the coIiection of Dorothy Shipp

Snowden.

Here is a snapshottaken atthe beach of」ean with her

brother 」ames (white sh而) and another with O看iver

Marsh (dark sh而) who became one of the preeminent

cinematographers at MGM. 」ean w「ote on the back of

the photo with Oiiver Marsh ′1ust out ofthe ocean’’・



According to Dorothy Snowden who knew her weIi,

Regina and Oliver Marsh were engaged to be married.

But Regina had become homesick, Wanted to go back

east to Phoenixv川e to see her famrty and asked him for

the money for the train fare. He deciined to give her

the money, (was her career not going weil, did he want

her to proceed with the marriage?), SO She hocked her

engagement ring and went back home to Phoenixv川e.

She returned to Ho=ywood and iater married Sydney

Brown, Who was credited for deveioping a method of

PrOducing simulated stone scene「y for movies.

丁his item appeared in the ′′丁wenty Years Ago today′′

SeCtjon ofthe Oar小Repub〃can on August 17, 1946:

“Miss Jeon Di。mOndタカmerIy Q/ Phoen扉viII?, W。S /n

HonoIuIu with P。the Comp。ny mOking 。 picture “77]e

Hou5e Without o KeyA:

That was in 1926, a S=ent seria=n ten chapters, based

On the first Chariie Chan mystery novei written by the

PrOlific author EarI Derr Biggers. This fiim is not known

to have survived,

磁HOu§E

Regina had a credited pa直 as　′1ean Diamond′′ in

another Pathe serial, the 1929 Queen Qf 771e Norfh

W匂ods, in which she piayed the suppo面ng role of′′The

Moon River Lady’’" This sound fiim starred Ethiyne Ciair

and Waiter M紺er ′′pathe’s most vir=e maie iead’’(who

had also been the maie lead in 77]e House Withou亡。

Key〉.

しObby Card for Chapter One of ′′Queen ofThe North Woods′′

Regina sent some st紺s from Queen of 771e North

囲匂ods home to her mothell One of the photos shows

her in Noれh Woods’garb hoiding a Winchester iever

action rifie in one hand and a tree branch with the

Other A note on the back reads: ′′Mothe巾ere are a few

Pictures from ′′Queen of The No巾h Woods’’in costume,

Love, 」ean’’.

Do「othy Shipp Snowden recaIied in 1993 that she had

Seen Queen Qf勅e Norfh Mbods at the CoIonial Theater

in Phoenixv冊e when she ′′was a亜tie giri’’and that

′′everyone cheered when she came on the screen′′.

」ames R. Diamond, A.S.C.は89O-1936)

And we do knowthat he and Regina (per her Ietterof

」uiy 1970) worked on the fiim 77?e New Moon, Norma
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TaImadge Fiim Corp. which was released on n May

1919. But neither ofthem were =sted in the credits.

As of 2024, The /ntemet Movie Doto Base lists 65 f=ms

from 1921-38 for him as cinematographe購

in one of his films, Her Sp/endid Folly (1933方　he

appears asthe cameraman in a scene where an accident

has occurred during fiiming of a speedboat race. He,

one of two credited cameramen in this film about

making a fiim, leaves his camera station and is seen

running up to the dock to assist in aiding the heroine

「acing boat driver in the emergency, And his voice can

be heard, Cheering heron.

Hle WaS the cinematographer; SOmetimes Iisted as

」immy Diamond, On SeVerai westem movies of the

1930s featuring actors such as Harry Cary, George (later
‘Gabby’) Hays and Tim McCoy.

7he Mαn hりm Guntown. Puritan Pictu「es, 1936.

」ames Diamond was stⅢCk by an automobi看e while

CrOSSing Holiywood Boulevard at Edgemont in Los

Angeles on October 17, 1936 and died of a’’Basai sku=

fractu re’’.

His 1936 obituary in 7-he D。rty Republicon states:

個r Di。mOnd Wos bom 。nd reored /n this borough. He

。請ended /ocaI schooIs∴CJnd句r c上Short fime w。S

emp/oyed ot B。dert Meot M。rke亡.

He re5igned to 。CCept 。 POSifron ot Bymet Kni請/ng MiII

。nd /cJter became q朋/ioted with拓e oId Lubin Film

Comp。ny 。t Betzwood.

DiclmOnd /e。med fo ope朋でe∴q mOtion picture ccJmerO

。nd produced珂m whi/e /n the employ Q巨he Betzwood

力rm. 4解r the [ubin nrm伯拓ed /わm bu5ines5, he

moved fo New ybrk."

About the Author:

」ames Braze=s a native of Bridgeport, Pa. His home has

been in Berwyn, Pa. since 」anuary　2, 1976,　His

grandparents Margaret Diamond and 」amesしeo Brazel

were from Phoenixviile and he has done research and

Pubiished several historical a巾cies on the Kennedy-

Diamond-Brazel side ofhisfamiiy. He is a memberofthe

HSPA and also the　巾edy冊in-Easttown Historicai

Society. 」im credits the geneaIogy fifes at HSPA for his

first outside-the-fam時discoveries in the 1990’s of key

information on his Chester County ancestors. This is his

first articie for the HSPA NewsIetter.

KUDOS TO SCHUYLKlししRIVER HERITAGE CENTER

Congratulations to the Schuyi剛Rive「 Heritage Center

On their comp看etion of the Phoenix Wheel Project and

the Wheel’s erection on Bridge Street, The project to

SaVe this rare piece of Phoenixv川e history first began

more than f肺een years ago and was led by now

President Emeritus Barbara Cohen. The project was able

to be compieted in partnership with the Borough of

Phoenixville. An o怖ciai ribbon-Cutting is scheduied for

lO AM on 」une 6. Check the SRHC’s website for deta=s:

WWW.Phoenixvi=eFoundry.org.

MUSEUM AND ARCH看VES NEWS

HSPA’s 1851 map of Phoenixvilie and Schuylk川

township (original看y donated to HSPA by McAvoy Brick

in the 1990s〉 has recentiy undergone conservation and

reframing. 1t’s Iocated on the waii by the elevator exit

into the museum.

1851 Phoenixviile and Schuyiki=丁ownship Map



in addition to the new exhibits mentioned in President

Dave’s message on page one, Other new exhibits w川be

COming iater this year.しOOk for exhibits on Va=ey Forge

General HospitaI and the Fi「ebird Festivai.

Do you have an idea for a future exhibit, Or a tOPic

related to Phoenixvi=e area history that you are

interested in researching, Or helping to create exhibits

for the museum? lf you answered "yes一一to any ofthese

questions,訓out a suggestion form located in the

museum or contact HSPA Museum Chairpersons 」osh

and Su Gould at ioshnsu@verizon.net.

The A「chives: HSPA’s archivai collection continues to

grow.十he Society continues receiving donations of both

Iange and smal=tems. Volunteers work d輔gentIy to

PrOCeSS and accession a面facts, Photog旧Phs and

documents. 1f you are considering donating a巾膚ects,

documents, Or Photographs, Please contact the o用ce

first to discuss your possibie donation. Check the HSPA

Website (www.hspa-Pa.Org〉 for guidelines on items that

can be accepted and a donation form that can be

downIoaded.

PROMOTING HSpA

」oe Varady leading waIk to Indian Point

-On Saturday, Apr= 18 as pa直Of ′′Earth Day’’activities,

」oe Varady gave a taik on the Lenni Lenape people and

ied a group offifteen people on a waikto Indian Pojnt,

-On Sunday, Aprii 19 HSPA hosted representatives from

SeVerai area historicaI societies for a discussion of ′Best

Practices’. HSPA is part of a coalition of locaI societies

that meet periodica=y to share information and keep

each other updated on activities and programs. 」ohn

Keenan gave a presentation on how HSPA conducts its

Maxsold Auctions. A tour of the HSPA Museum was

included in the event. The coaiition is planning an event

for next March enabling people to visit many area

SOCieties on the same weekend.

-On巾esday, Aprii 28, 」ack Erte= gave a presentation on

the ′′History of VaIley Forge Genera看Hospital′′ to the

WOmen’s group ofSt. 」ohn’s Lutheran Church.

-On Thursday′ May 14′ 」ohn Keenan was guest speaker

at Brownback’s ucc ′Ybung at Hea巾′ Luncheon. He gave

a presentation on the ′′History of Va看ley Forge GeneraI

Hospita I.’’

-Every Tuesday, HSPA posts Phoenixvilie newspaper

StOries, advertisements, and photographs covering

SPO巾S, COmmunity news, PeOPie, and events from与O

years ago on the HSPA Facebook Page. The a面cles and

images are posted on Facebook by HSPA Vice-President

」oe Varady. Additionally 」oe has been posting historicai

COntent from the HSPA Museum and items from HSPA′s

archives and photo co=ection.

MEMBERS-ONIY EVENTS

The most recent members-Oniy events were a tour of

Pemypacker M川s (Aprii ll) and Architecturai Waiking

lbur from HSPA to Reeves Park led by lbm Camevaie

and Lauren Eustis (May 17),

tour of the Pennypacker Mansion at Pennypacker M川s

The next Members-Only event is the Preview Sale on

Friday, 」une 12 (7-9 PM), the night before Saturday’s

Strawberry Festivai. AIso upcoming w川be a Members′

Potiuck Picnic on Saturday, 」uiy 18 at noon at HSPA.

MEMBERSHIP REPOR丁

The Society thanks our members and business members

Who have renewed their membership or upgraded to a

higher ievei since the March newsletter. HSPA′s

membership continues to grow.

Welcome to new members since the March newsIetter

WaS Published: Christine Brown, Barbara Ebaugh,

Richard KirkneJ; Kathryn Montgomery, Gina Bacci,

丁imothy Thomas, SoI Riders LLC, Alan Preston, 」oe

Ha巾ey, 」ames Magyar; lnese Santaromita, 」eame

Reese, toby & Mary McGown.

Donations: 」im ltlylor; Robert Dunmore, Barbara

Witwer AIan Preston, Robert W冊ams, Edward 」efferis,

」ohn & 」oan Beregi, 」ames Durbin, and Chris & 」i=

SIawecki.



EAGしE SCOUT PRO」ECT

Reid and T「oop l19 Scouts insta冊ng the PICo Benches

Reid Blamey of Evansburg Troop l19　has recently

COmPleted refurbishing three Phoenix lron Company-

bu批benches. Two benches have been piaced adjacent

to the Main Street entrance to the HSPA Museum and

the third bench piaced aIong the waikway facing the

side iawn. The benches were among the originaI 19th

Century benches in Reeves Park. Reid’s EagIe Scout

Project inciuded modernizing the benches with live-

edge wood slabs・ An engraved plate is attached to each

bench recognizing Reid for his project. HSPA voiunteer

Pau看Kusko coo「dinated the project with Reid.

請書胸血正睦歴励由とサ互助各軸調印庇調性よれ熟す庭寄

仰の中嶋雌∞岬場鷹番抽調○唱棚稿料餅血佑助をr

働き融応曇り甲種罰白雪議軸加納露の軸心如なげ虎慎め珊

瑚c容を鵬eが.鼻血粧柵が月と能朋eなさぬ車重錨坪

田すす動馴轟さす轟〃帽は機軸録駒場きれき寄排すと心髄鵬,

H」的雁Yりu髄MEM寄ERED
“〇℃覇旺NEW YOUR MEM露E貼H事P?

1f you「 m調ng label is highlig鵬ed. it m閲nS

th軸　YOu′唯　n〇t re坤oれded to ou「

m雷mbe鴫hi叩ene珊EIl鵬髄臼e and this wi置lもe

Y脚「 l己st i§Sue of the N酬f§固舶鴨

〇番的u時e, it脚u案d臆ou書冊i§掲ke言f so,

PI飼se c帥胞ct Th畳　HS孤　M露mb露rship

Ch雷i町e鵬On at 610L郭5-7軸6.

丁HA討議S !


