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September Banquet

The banquet meeting will be held Wednesday, Septem-
ber 11, at the Phoenixville Country Club, Country Club
Road. The cash bar will open at 6 p.m. and dinner will be
served at 7 p.m. The dinner entree is Chicken Kiev. The
establishment will make an alternative vegetable platter if
notified ahead. g

Tickets are $15 and may be purchased at Frees
Insurance and the Printing Post. The HSPA office will sell
them on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Reservations may also be made by calling David Frees
Insurance (933-4950) and paying at the door. Please make
reservations before September 6.

The guest speaker will give a slide lecture on the subject
of the American Indians. Nicholas Alfieri is arranging the
program, and he assures you a pleasant evening.

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to the following new members: Mrs.
Martha Cherashore, Paul Chrisman, Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Graham, Beatrice Hickey, Samuel James Reeves 11, Mr.
and Mrs. Jonathan Yuengling.

We have a new Business
International.

With regret we report the deaths of Joseph Ash,
Elizabeth Bendiner, Janet Malin, Mary Rabben, Marjorie
Stephens. Joseph Ash and Mary Rabben were former
Directors of the Society.

The Society has ten Business Members and 423 regular

members.
Information Needed

Bill Kelly is locking for information about the Kelly
family. His father, grandfather and great-grandfather were
all employed by Phoenix Iron Company (and Bridge
Company.) Bill cannot find the obituary of Patrick Kelly
who died c¢1858 after falling from a bridge under
construction at Havre de Grace, MD. The 1860 Federal
Census lists Patrick’s widow and family. Write Bill Kelly,
730 S. Cajon Av., West Covina, CA 91791.

Mrs. Dee Cooper wants any data available concerning
James Starr, the 1734 French Creek miller, and his wife,
Rachel Laybourne Starr. (Starr Street is named for them.)
Write Dee Cooper, 511 Calvin Park So., Rockford, IL

/11NQ

Member: Soroptimist

Becky Manley is searching for descendants of, ol
information on the Hartman family of Chester County, Pa
— Johannes (1) d. 1787; Major Peter (2) 1740-1810; Pete
(3) 1784-1849; David R. (4) 1827-1911; Hiram (6
1866-1947. Write Becky Manley, 104 Seven Stars Road
Phoenixville, PA 19460.

Because It’s There

Eugene Rodek, of West Chester, brought slide pictures
and treated the members who attended last June’s
quarterly meeting to the vicarious thrill of ascending twc
mountains, Mount Ranier and Mount McKinley. The firs
is the only major glaciated peak in the United States, anc
Rodek, member of a team of four, spent five days reaching
its summit.

His second climb took him 20,300 feet high. McKinley is
the highest mountain in North America, and even in May
when arctic daylight lasts for twenty hours, the tempera
ture can drop to minus 40 degrees. An airplane landed the
climbers on a lower level of the mountain and ther
departed. Rodek says there are not many highways’ir
Alaska, and towns are far apart. The people go everywhere
by plane.

Each member of the team carried 150 Ibs. of gear, whict
included tents and a thirty days’ supply of dried food
4,000 calories per man, per day. They walked on a river o
ice. Most mornings they shoveled snow blown across the
tent opening while they slept. A severe storm kept therr
four days in one spot, causing cabin fever. All was silen
except for the howling of the wind and the roar of ar
occasional avalanche. They saw no wild life but ravens
The beauty was incredible.

Rodek says a thousand persons per year attempt this
climb, about half succeeding. They come from all parts of
the world, quite a number from Korea. Our speaker fielded
a large number of questions from his audience. The first
was the obvious: ‘“Why did you do it?”

The museum is open first Sundays of the month from *
till 4. This year the September opening has been moved tc
the 8th on account of Labor Day weekend. Hosts fo
September 8 will be Julia Varady and Beatrice Hickey.

Host for October 6 is Mark Chester; November 3
Rosalie Protis and Harriet Tobey; December 1, Davic
Frees Jr.

The office and museum are open Wednesdays anc
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Nowadays travelers move so swiftly and so easily over
well-designed roads they are hardly aware of many of the

distinctive features of the land we live in. It was not so
with our ancestors. In past centuries those who toiled up
the hills, either afoot or with the aid of horses, were
acutely conscious of mountains and valleys, and of the
rivers and creeks, down to the smallest run. They assigned
names to all of these aspects of the landscape.

Consider place names that indicate hills: Mont Clare,
Mount Joy, Lafayette Hill, Tunnel Hill, Hares Hill Road.
Some names recall valleys: Valley Forge, Penn Valley,
Cedar Hollow, Hollow Road, Valley Road. A few are
reminiscent of streams and river fords: Creek Road,
Coldstream Road, Parkerford, Swedesford Road.

To compensate for the small amount of information
modern travelers gain from actual observation, we have
books and maps prepared by the U.S. Department of the
Interior. The U.S. government has made a detailed study
of regional geography and gedlogy and published the
results in a series of topographic maps and geological
survey bulletins.

Each map concerns itself with a division of land called a
quadrangle. The Phoenixville quadrangle takes in 228
square miles. The maps are printed in three colors, brown
for Relief, blue for Water, and black for Culture. Relief
means the height of the hills; Water means rivers, creeks
and runs; Culture means the works of man, such as roads,
railroads, towns and boundaries. Survey Bulletin 891
couples Phoenixville and Honeybrook quadrangles so that
most of northern Chester County is covered in the one
book. It is co-authored by F. Bascom and G.F. Stose, and
was published in 1938.

The southeastern portion of Pennsylvania where we live
is a part of the Atlantic Slope. The land descends in an
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This Is Our Land

By Miriam Clegg

region northeast of Elverson, named Thomas Hill,

The Cieat Chester -\}alley’ as pictured in Futhey & Cope’s “‘History of Chester County,” 1881

undulating series of uplands and lowlands from the Biue
Mountains in the North to tidewater at the Delaware River
in Philadelphia. Chester County is in the Piedmont,
literally, ‘‘foot of the mountain.”” Just as the Schuylkill
River follows a southeasterly course downstream, the
decline of the land is in a southeasterly direction. Crossing
the slope slantwise are parallel ridges of hills. The most
prominent of ‘these ridges in the Phoenixville and
Honeybrook region are the Welsh Mountains and the
North and South Valley Hills. In between is another
parallel ridge, the Barren Hills.

The Welsh Mountains, which are fifteen miles long, are
situated on the extreme northwestern part of our county
and extend into Berks and Lancaster Counties. If you take
a map of Pennsylvania and draw a straight line from
Elverson on the East to a point south of New Holland on
the West, you will trace their approximate location. The
North and South Valley Hills enclose the great Chester
Valley that stretches across the width of the county and
divides it into almost equal parts.

While locating the Welsh Mountains on the map, also
mark the position of the Chester Valley with another
straight line, extending from Norristown in Montgomery
County to Quarryville in Lancaster County. You will see
the two lines are parallel with each other and also with the
Blue Mountains some distance to the Naorth.

The Ridge Road from Phoenixville to Lancaster (Route
23) travels along the north side of the Welsh Mountair
The hills visible on the opposite side of Route 23 are spurs
of the mountain and each has a name; for example,
Sheep’s Hill, Faby’s Hill, etc. A town of the same name is
perched on the top of Terre Hill. Hills in the elevated

Mt.

(Continued on Page 3)
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(Continued From Page 2)

Pleasure, and Chestnut Hill, are actually an extension of
the mountain. Hopewell Village National Historic Site and
French Creek State Park are located between the last
named summits.

The highest places in the Welsh Mountains are peaks
called Cockscomb, and a name of unknown origin, Money
Rocks. Cockscomb, as may be inferred, resembles a
rooster’s comb, and it is 1080 feet above sea level,
Compare this elevation with the river bed of the Schuylkill
which is 80 feet above sea level at Phoenixville. Money
Rocks once had an observation tower from which could be
viewed the Brandywine Creek in Chester County and the
Pequea Creek in Lancaster County. In the opposite
direction the viewer could look to the North over Berks
County and see the Conestoga Creek flowing through a
fertile Valley. Beyond could be seen the hills of Reading,
and the final rim was the Blue Mountains.

Modern roads going up and over the Welsh Mountains
are Routes 10, 897 and 322. The grades are steep, but not
dangerous as was the case with earlier roads. There is a
story of a Churchtown merchant of a previous century who
was returning from Philadelphia with a four-horse load of
merchandise he had purchased in exchange for Lancaster
County food products. He took the old Lancaster Turnpike
as far as Compass and then turned north and crossed the
mountain. On a steep decline near the bottom he lost
control of the horses and over went the wagon. Sugar, salt,
ginghams, calicoes, and molasses spilled out over the
roadside. Soon afterwards a petition was made for a better
road.

The Welsh Mountains in the early 1900s gained
considerable notoriety from the activities of the Buzzard
gang who had a hideout in a lonely section of the hills.
“ven the hardiest of local residents blanched at the
«hought of meeting one of these night prowlers while
driving after dark. Stories of holdups were circulated to the
extent that Abe Buzzard and his friends achieved the
status of the legendary Jesse James. The only good word
said about them was that they never robbed a minister of
the gospel if by chance they accosted one on the mountain
roads. When the gang was finally rounded up and
imprisoned, the truth was revealed. The Buzzards turned
out to be little more than habitual, and unrepentant
chicken thieves.

Another configuration of the landscape that attracts
considerable attention is the aforementioned great Chester
Valley, which is a singularly straight valley, sixty miles
long. It crosses the entire width of Chester County, and is
confined between two lines of hills, the North Valley Hills
and the South Valley Hills. The underlying rock is
limestone and the valley floor is a mile to a mile-and-a-half
wide. Both the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Lancaster
Pike are routed through the Chester Valley. They enter it
at Berwyn and leave it at Atglen.

Our ancestors invented the name ‘‘Great Chester
Valley,'" and ‘‘Great’’ persists. We have today the Great
Valley school district, Great Valley Corporate Center, Great
Valley churches, etc. But geographers say ‘‘Chester
Valley’' is the proper title. They reserve the name Great
Valley for another, much longer declivity, some distance to
the North that includes the Cumberland, Lebanon and
Lehigh Valleys, and extends from the Susquehanna to the
Nelaware Rivers.

Chester Valley has an unusual characteristic; it is dry.
According to the Geological Survey Bulletin, though
crossed by transverse streams, with tributaries, Chester

Valley contains no master stream. Neither is there any sign

of an earlier longitudinal stream that might be indicated by
stream gravel or alluvial deposits. Since the rocks of the
North and South Valley Hills are relatively insoluble and
the limestone is soluble, it appears the valley developed
through solution with transportation of the dissolved
limestone by underground drainage.

Motorists are most aware of steep grades occasioned by
the North Valley Hills when they encounter Bacton Hill on
Route 401 between Routes 29 and 113; also on Route 113
going north from Route 30 at Downingtown. They
experience the grade of the Barren Ridge at Black Horse
Hill on Route 100 between Eagle and Ludwigs Corner. The
soil of this ridge is a stoney loam. What our ancestors
meant by ‘‘barren’ could now be defined as ‘‘scrubby,
partially open lands
- 5 P ~ o Ve
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Other hills in the Phoenixville area divide the
watersheds of the various streams, or are terraces of the
Schuylkill River. Located within the Borough is Tunnel
Hill, so named after Phila. & Reading construction
engineers pierced it with a long railroad tunnel. What this
hill was called before the railroad era is a matter of
conjecture. It must have had a name since all hills had
one. Hallman’s Hill and Black Rock Hill are terraces that
rise up from the river level. In early times, The Annals
tells us, an Indian foolishly responding to a challenge,
leapt from the summit of Black Rock Hill into the river
below, and was drowned.

Pennypacker's Annals likewise reveals that Mount Joy
and Mount Misery, the hills on either side of the Valley
Creek at Valley Forge, were named by the founder of
Pennsylvania. William Penn was interested in establishing
an iron industry in his province similar to ones abroad. A
friend, Lewis Walker, selected the site and attempted a
bloomery forge on Valley Creek. When the Proprietor
arrived for a visit with Walker, the two lost their way in
the woods and spent the night on a hilltop. In the morning

(Continued on Page 4)



(Continued From Page 4)
they descended, crossed the creek, and climbed the hill on
the far side. To their relief, from this vantage spot they
could see Walker’s tiny settlement. They named the first
hill Mount Misery, and the second, Mount Joy.

The Phoenixville and Honeybrook quadrangles are well
watered with the river and a large number of smaller
streams, and these have received attention in Geological
Survey Bulletin 891. Many of the waters have names that
call to mind historical events. :

The word Schuylkill, for instance, conjures up a mental
picture of the 17th century Dutch sailing master who
brought his ship up the Delaware River with the aid of
maps and charts. He had difficulty finding the mouth of a
tributary river marked on his papers because of aquatic
growth. When at last he found it, he named the tributary

settlers, and this became the accepted name even though
the creek was marked on early maps as ‘‘Vincent River.”’

Three of our regional creeks, the French, the
Brandywine, and the Conestoga, have common beginnings.
French Creek flows eastwardly and empties into the
Schuylkill River at Phoenixville. The Brandywine River
flows southwardly, meeting the Delaware River &
Wilmington, Del. The Conestoga Creek flows westwardly
into the Susquehanna River. Yet it is interesting to note
that all of them originate in the one locality, the base of
the Welsh Mountains. Rainfall and spring waters collect
into rivulets and cascade down the slopes of the mountains
forming their headwaters, the French and Conestoga at the
north side of the mountain, and both East and West
Branches of the Brandywine at the south side.

One tributary of the East Branch of the Brandywine is a

““Schuylkill,”” which means ‘‘hidden stream."”’ small stream that in recent years was dammed to form
I
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Bascom & Stose’s sketch map of the probable former courses of the Schuylkill River and Valley Creek

The name Pickering reminds us of the English Quaker
gentleman, Charles Pickering, who sailed to the new
country with William Penn and was soon exploring for
precious metals. His search was in vain, but oddly enough,
the silver he sought in the vicinity of ‘‘Pickering’’ creek
actually exists, though in insufficient quantity to justify
mining. Samples from modern mines in the locality,
assayed in 1918, showed 79 percent lead, and the tiny
amount of 7% ounces of silver per ton of ore. :

Perkiomen Creek is an Indian name, and so is Sankanac,
the original name of French Creek. The latter creek was
renamed after French fur trappers and traders arrived in
the late 1600s and lived for a few years south of the
Schuylkill River in Vincent Township. The Frenchmen
consorted with Indians already accustomed to association
with white men. Their fathers and grandfathers for several
past generations had been trading animal pelts for
European goods. The Indians went to great lengths to
supply the furs the white men wanted because they were
dependent for comfort, even for survival, on his metal
tools. They could not at this point get along without axes
and hoes, needles and kettles, and above all, firearms.
Beaver fur brought especially large sums abroad where
beaver hats were the vogue, and the animals were hunted
along French Creek to the extent they were enterminated.

The presence in the locality of Pierre Bezallion, Jacques
LeTort, and others of this nationality, imbedded the title
French Creek firmly in the minds of English.and Welsh

Marsh Lake, a recreational facility and a potential puflic
water supply. Not far upstream from the lake is a swampy
area known as a periglacial marsh. The name indicates
that the marsh was near, but was never under, the glaciers
that in ages past covered the northern parts of the
continent. Route 401 crosses the sprawling wetlands that
cover 700 acres and constitute the largest inland
freshwater marsh in the eastern part of the State.

Many species of flora and fauna that elsewhere were
destroyed by the glaciers, still thrive in the Marsh. Its
wonderfully complete collection includes 200 flowering
plants, two rare butterflies, and the rare, seldom-seen bog
turtle. One hundred fifty-five varieties of birds have been
sighted there, representing one-quarter of all the species
that breed in North America.

The Schuylkill River is the largest water in our region.
Its headwaters are at the far side of the Blue Mountains
and its mouth is at the Delaware River in Philadelphia. Its
course is 108 miles long, though only about sixty-three as
the crow flies. Both F. Bascom and G.W. Stose, geologists
of the survey bulletin, have written about certain of the
river’'s peculiarities.

In our area the Schuylkill twists and turns in fou
distinct meanders, or loops, the Borough nestling along t!
third loop going downstream. F. Bascom points out the
the river has an 800-foot fall from source to mouth, but the
drop is not consistent and most of it takes place in the

{Continued on Page 5,
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{Continued From Page 4)
mountains above Reading. In the twenty-four miles
between Kenilworth and Valley Forge, the river descends
only forty feet, or 12 feet per mile, which allows
meanders. They do not relate to the underlying rock. The
river’s course is transverse to the trend of the rock, and it
crosses indifferently both hard and soft materials. the word
“‘meander,”” by the way, comes from a Greek river, the
Maeander, proverbial for its windings.

The other geologist, G.W. Stose, believes the Schuylkill,
in the far off days when planet earth was young, followed
a different course through the Valley Forge area. The
Valley Creek flows through a gap between Mount Joy and
Mount Misery that Stose says is too large to have been
carved in hard quartzite by so small a stream, but might
easily have been produced by the river itself. Stose’s
sketch map, reproduced here, shows the probable former
courses of the river and of Valley Creek. Distribution of
gravel deposits at an altitude of 200 feet is a clue to the
route of the original channel when the river flowed at this
level, about 140 feet higher than today.

The final category on the topographic maps is Culture,
or the works of man, including canals and dams, roads and
railroads. The location of our roads, to a large extent, was
decided by the Indians who were marvelously adept at
finding the best ways to get from one place to another.
Their trails were not only direct, but were dry and leel,
except when they dipped down to cross a stream. Only
about eighteen inches wide since the Indians traveled in
single file, a typical path might be a foot deep, impressed
to this level by the pounding of moccasined feet.

No Indian paths can be observed near Phoenixville
today, but older inhabitants living at the time Pennypacker
wrote The Annals could remember in their younger days
following an Indian trail from Valley Forge to Philadelphia.
This would have been a continuation of the Indians’ French
Creek Path. Its western end, going in much the same way
as our present Route 23, followed French Creek to its
source, went through the gap in the hills at Elverson, and

then followed the Conestoga Creek to the Susquehanna
River.

The Schuylkill Navigation System is shown on the maps
with its dams and its stretches of canals. Railroads are
indicated by the tracks. Transportation by rail was more
costly, but the trains operated full time without winter
shutdowns. Most of the other dams were built for water
power, but some for hydroelectric power, and for public
water supply. There was a large dam in our area to supply
ice for the old-fashioned icebox.

The rest of the story of our land concerns the many
benefits reaped by those who settled here. One of them
was lumber. Burned into charcoal, it was used for over a
century to smelt iron at the Warwick, Reading, and
Hopewell furnaces, and to forge iron at facilities like the
Valley Forge.

Other assets were the mineral resources; the ores, the
stone, and the clay. Mining was actively pursued in the
18th, and through most of the 19th centuries, and was
discontinued only when purchase from outside regions
became more economical than home production. Iron ore
was plentiful. (Iron oxide accounts for the red colored soils
we often observe.) Phoenix Iron Company owned a large
number of pit mines in the surrounding countryside and
was working an ore pit in Warwick Township as late as
1895. Bethlehem Steel Corp. took enormous quantities of
ore from the Grace Mines of Morgantown.

A local figure, Charles Wheatley, marketed lead, zinc
and copper from 1849 to 1880. He was a successor to the

Wetherills who, at an earlier date, mined lead for the
manufacture of paint. Graphite mines that produced ore
used for lead pencils and for lubricants, were among the
last to succumb to modern conditions. An active graphite
mine existed in Chester Springs in 1919.

Stone, clay, and sand quarries filled many needs
Because of these enterprises the railroads found that i
paid them to install the branch lines that crisscross the
County. Brick works were usually built next to their supply
of common clay as was the case in Phoenixville and Mon'
Clare. High quality kaolin, on the other hand, was quarriec
at a distance and brought to town via the Frazer branch o
the P.R.R. Phoenix Iron Company used kaolin for firebrick
and the pottery works at Church and Starr Streets made
this product as well as majolica ware.

Limestone was an essential for farmers. In early times
every outcropping was quarried, and kilns burned it intc
lime on the spot. The Chester Valley is entirely underlair
with this rock, and a quarry still in operation at Devaul
and Cedar Hollow was being worked before the Americar
Revolution. It has yielded crushed stone for roads, anc
stone that is dried and pulverized for agricultural anc
chemical uses. The work ‘‘limekiln’’ found its way to the
road maps in the form of “‘Limekiln Pike."

The town of St. Peters in Warwick Township grew up
around the Knauer's black granite quarry. (The rock is
actually diabase, but it looks like a dark granite.) It was
seldom used as a building material because of its color;
one example is the original Elverson bank, an unoccupied
structure near Route 23. But black granite, cut and
polished to a glossy finish, has been hugely successful for
many decorative purposes, including tombstones. Belgian
blocks, or cobblestones, were quarried at St. Peters and
sent to Philadelphia for street paving. An example may be
seen on Church Alley in Phoenixville, and the cobblestone
paving near the National Memorial Arch at Valley Forge.

Stone houses in many cases are built from material
excavated on the premises. This is not true of Phoenixville.
The Borough rests on a shale unsuited for buildings, and
the stone used in town has been purchased elsewhere.
Stone is so plentiful in the countryside surrounding
Phoenixville that farmers gathered it from their fields and
made dry stone fences. Country masons often built houses
of native rock of different varieties, and some of il
iron-stained, and then disguised the inferior quality with
an exterior coat of plaster. Present-day owners remove the
plaster and consider the old stonework, regardless of any
deficiencies, to be beautiful.

Our ancestors were not afraid to try new projects. After
oil was discovered in Titusville, Pa., in 1859, a loca
company was formed to drill an oil well in Chester County.
The site selected was a little west of Lyndell. Geologists
repeatedly warned the speculators their efforts would be
fruitless, and this proved to be the case.

Exotic minerals on display at the Academy of Natura
Sciences in Philadelphia came from the Phoenixville area.
and malachite and serpentine rocks, admired for thei
unusual green color, were at one time quarried in the
county. In many parts of the world serpentine is scarce anc
is cut and polished for gems, while in the vicinity of Wes'
Chester whole houses are built of it.

White marble was once taken from a quarry neal
Whitford and sent to the City to make the front steps o
old Philadelphia residences. Marble, in more recent times
was brought to Phoenixville. The contract for the stone
used in St. Ann's Church was let to a West Chester firm
the Pennsylvania Marble and Granite Company.
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Canal Classic
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The Schuylkill Navigation: A Photographic History by
Harry L. Rinker, Canal Captain’s Press, 1991 — $16.00

True to its title the new canal book contains 240 pictures
of travel along the Schuylkill River. Rinker's book,
however, is much more than a collection of photographs.
Preceding the picture section is the story of the
Pennsylvania canal era, as well as the circumstances
surrounding the improvement of this one particular river.
There is a folklore chapter presenting the human side of
riverboat transportation, with special emphasis on the
boatman’s best friend, the mule. Detailed maps show the
entire water route from Port Carbon to Philadelphia. At the
end, a summary of publications available to canal students
includes the work of Larry Whyte, our local authority. A
list of historical societies and museums that display canal
memorabilia, also appended, includes HSPA.

The author of the book is no stranger to Phoenixville, or
to our Society headquarters. He was guest speaker at our
September, 1982, banquet meeting. More recently he
searched through our museum for canal lore he includes in
the book.

Very early in his story Rinker makes clear the company
that, in 1825, made the Schuylkill River navigable for a
distance of 108 miles used both slackwater pools and
canals, 50%2 miles of the former and 573 miles of the
latter. To properly describe the results of their efforts we
should say ‘‘Schuylkill Navigation System.’’ The point is
well taken since most of us refer to the entire river
improvement as the Schuylkill Canal. Our Mont Clare/Port
Providence reach occurs near the halfway mark. Pictures of
canal scenes Between Black Rock dam and Pawlings dam
take up pages 68 to 74 in the book, and a rare Phoenixville
post card appears on page 10.

Most HSPA members are extremely knowledgeable
about the canal, but we wonder if they are aware of the
part played by Lewis Wernwag? Wernwag was manager of
the Phoenix Nail Factory and resigned a few years before
this first local iron works was purchased by the Reeves
family. Rinker’s research turns up the information that
Wernwag was thereupon awarded a contract by the
Schuylkill Navigation Company and that he constructed
four dams, four short canals, and twelve locks, all in
Schuylkill County.

The Civil War hurt the navigation system, Rinker says.
Canal Boats were commandeered and pressed into service
in southern waterways.

For a time Schuylkill Valley coal was sent by canal boats
to New York City, using the Delaware and Raritan Canal
for the final leg of the trip. This was stopped after the
Phila. & Reading Railroad leased the Schuylkill Navigation
Company and Pennsylvania Rallroad gained control of the
Delaware and Raritan canal. The two railroads were bitt
rivals.

Harry L. Rinker is a nationally recognized authority on
the subject. He served as first president of the
Pennsylvania Canal Society, and his American Canal
Research Center is one of the largest private resources for
the study of the American canal era. =

The book may be purchased by writing Canal Captain’s
Press, 103 Dogwood Lane, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07822.

Chesterbrook Program

Monday, September 23, at 7:30 p.m. Friends of
DuPortail are sponsoring a program at the DuPortail
House, corner of Chesterbrook Boulevard and Adams
Drive, in Chesterbrook.

The topic of discussion is the farm where Alexander J.
Cassatt, Pennsylvania Railroad executive, raised dairy
cattle, sheep, and race horses. The people who grew up
and worked there have wonderful stories to tell.
Refreshments will be served. For more information call

644-4840.
Display at the Fair

The Society’s annual display at the week-long Kimberton
Country Fair featured old-fashioned electric railway lines.
Phoenixville had two very active trolley companies in
operation from 1899 to 1924. One transported passengers
to and from Spring City, and the other clattered and
clanged from downtown Phoenixville out to Valley Forge.

Becky Manley, one of our young members and '
talented artist, arranged our display. She mounted some
fine, old trolley pictures, plus maps of both routes, on
standup posters that she hand-lettered. A page of
information, ‘‘Stop, Look and Listen for the Trolley,” was
given each visitor. A tribute was paid to Fontaine Fox of
Toonerville Trolley comic strip fame, but our leaflet laid to
rest any lingering notion that the cartoonist used
Phoenixville for his locale. i

No prize is awarded in this category since we have only
one rival, The Pikeland Historical Society. However, Becky
Manley came through a winner. She won first place in th
apple-pie baking contest. P

Our participation in the Schuylkill Canal Association’s* \
annual Canal Day was arranged by Lois Do ovan.” She ks
used a large map of the canal route and seyeral other 9
canal-related items. '{ B

Historical Society

Of the Phoenixville Area
P.O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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