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June Meeting

The quarterly meeting will take place Wednesday, June
12, at 7:30 p.m., at Society headquarters, Church and
Main Streets.

The speaker will be Gene Rodek, a Chester County
resident, who will talk on mountain climbing, cold weather
survival, and living at high altitudes. He will show slides
of Mount Rainier, and of his most recent conquest, Mount

McKinley.
Candidates for Election

In accordance with our bylaws we elect in odd numbered

sars a president, a president-elect, a treasurer, and three
board members. The slate suggested by the nominating
committee is: for president, Joanne Brown; for president-
elect, Michael Vircsik; for treasurer, Peter Brown. The
committee also proposes reelection to the Board of Mark
Chester, Joseph Varady, and Margaret Trunk.

The slate will be presented to the members at the June
meeting for their vote. Other nominations for any position
may be made from the floor, provided the nominee has
agreed to serve it elected.

Vintage Films

People under forty years old have never known the time
when all motion pictures were biack and white. Neither
nave they had much experience with silent films and their
written captions. And they certainly have never manipoula-
ted a cein-operated kinetoscope, or peep show. For these
young people early movies are a part of history. and some
of them make a serious study of the subject.

James Kietzman, a young West Chester businessman,
collects vintage films, and last March he shared his
knowledge, and a sampling of the pictures, with the
members of our Society who attended the quarterly
meeting.

He told us the peep shows had names like “‘The Kiss.”’

r “*The Sneeze.’’ To watch the performance one person at
a time peered through an eyepiece on the top of a parking
meter-like contraption and, regardless of the subiect. was

ascinated at the sight of photographs in motion. Later a
projector was invented to flash the pictures on a screen. Bv
the close of the 19th century motion pictures had won
public acceptance as an agreeable form of entertainment.
Producers of live performances. fearful of the competition.

called their own shows ‘‘legitimate theatre,”” implying the
new filmed drama was not.

Kietzman embarked on his hobby at age 12 when he
purchased at a local camera store condensed versions of
Hollywood movies dating to the 1930s or ‘40s. Later a firm
in the mid-west supplied him with copies of silent films
and he made the acquaintance of Laurel and Hardy,
Chariie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, and W. C. Fields.
Kietzman showed our members two Fox Movietone
newsreels that used to be featured in motion picture
theatres on a weekly basis before television brought
newscasts into our homes every day. The movie hobbyist
owns one of a youthful Lindbergh and one of President
Roosevelt declaring World War |l. These, he says, are
rare. A landmark movie, ‘‘Trip to the Moon;*’ was the first
to use special effects to enhance the story.

Early films, he noted, were exceedingly flammable.
Modern reprints, issued after 1950, use safety stock.

In closing, Kietzman advised fellow hobbyists tc
patronize . Phoenixville’s Colonial Theatre, and that is &
good idea for all of us!

Strawberry

Our annual gift to the Borough, a genuine, old fashioned
strawberry festival, is scheduled this year for Saturday,
June 15, and will be held on the lawn at Church and Main
Streets. Why not come for lunch? Officers and directors of
the Society will be your hosts and they are excellent cooks.
Come any time of the day between 10 and 3 and enjoy
strawberries and cream, or strawberry shortcake. Bring the
children and they will be entertained with games. Mosi
especially, invite your friends and bring them along. They
wiil want to return next year. There will be music, crafi
displays, flea market, and a bake sale table.

As an added attraction Virginia Lippincott Gallery of
Second and Buttonwood Streets will present an Art Show.

A recently published book entitled ‘‘Confederate Goliath:
The Battle of Fort Fisher,”” by Rod Gragg, includes &
description of the Civil War valor of Galusha Pennypacker,
voungest general officer of the Union Army. The famous
meinber of the Pennypacker family was born in Valley
Forge and raised by his grandmother in the Elijak
Pennypacker house still standing on White Horse Roac
near Corner Stores.



In Sharper Focus
John Griffen

1812 - 1884

By Miriam Clegg

The unusually eventful life of ironmaster John Griffen
deserves a full-length biography, and someday this may
come about. Until one is written the following short
account attempts to bring into sharper focus the life and
times of a Titan of the American iron industry.

John Griffen arrived in Pennsylvania in 1843 to take the
position of bookkeeper at R.C. Nichols & Company, a
Reeves-owned nail factory in Norristown. He was then 31.
Accompanying him were his wife, Esther, and their little
daughter, Mary. Both John and Esther were natives of
Westchester County, N.Y., where their families had
resided for a century or more. Though trained to be a
merchant, Griffen had mechanical inclinations, and at
Norristown spent his spare time in the mill, observing how
iron was rolled and slit to manufacture machine-made
nails. He soon began to make helpful suggestions and his
grasp of the subject was not lost on the owner, David
Reeves, who occasionally visited the plant from his main
office at 421 Walnut Street in Philadelphia.

Later Griffen would come to be intimately associated
with David Reeves, and with his son, Samuel J., and his
grandsons, David and William. The Reeves family
dominated the iron industry in eastern Pennsylvania for
four generations. (Griffen did not live to see the fourth
reach manhood.) Reeves-directed enterprises included the
Phoenix Iron Company, Cambria Iron Company of
Johnstown, Safe Harbor Works of Lancaster, and the
Cumberland Works of Bridgeton, N.J.

Within a year after Griffen’s arrival at Norristown,
Reeves’ lease on water rights along the Schuylkill River
expired. At the time, most iron works were powered by
water wheels. Rather than switch to steam, Reeves merged
Nichols & Company with his Cumberiand nail factory in
New Jersey and moved the machinery to that location via
the Schuylkill Canal. The Norristown site was sold to a
firm by the name of Moore & Hoover that proposed to
build a steam-powered iron mill in Norristown and make
bar iron. Reeves recommended young Griffen as a man
capable of building and running Moore & Hoover's new
works.

Griffen planned a state-of-the-art iron mill that would
include a previously untried feature. He would generate
steam with the waste heat from the puddling furnaces. It
was theoretically possible to place the boilers over the
furnaces and in this way save the expense of additional
coal, but the plan had never been put in actual practice.

Experts from near and far scoffed at Griffen’s scheme,
but he persisted. As it turned out the operation was
completely successful. It was imitated elsewhere and
effected vast savings for the iron industry in general. The
reputation of the young would-be engineer was now
assured. With no technical school education he was
nevertheless destined to erect two more American iron
works, and to become general superintendent of Phoenix
Iron Company, the largest producer of certain classes of
iron in the nation.

Railroad transportation at this period was becoming well
established, and a network of train tracks began to spread
out over the eastern states. David Reeves decided to go
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into the business of fabricating iron rails which, up to that
date, had been imported from England. Robert Buck of the
Cumberland nail factory was transferred to Phoenixville to
enlarge the nail factory at this site into a miil for rolling
rails. John Griffen was once again employed by Reeves
and sent to Safe Harbor, a town on the Susquehanna River
in Lancaster County, for the same purpose. A third
location was selected in the western part of the state at
Johnstown, and was called the Cambria Iron Company. All
the sites were chosen because of the availability of local

JOHN GRIFFEN
Drawn by Jack Shenkle

iron ore and ease of transportation provided by water
routes, mostly canals.

The Griffens had become parents of a little son, Robert,
and going along with the family of four to Lancaster was
Esther’s 22-year-old sister, Mary Eliza Leggett. Griffen
erected at Safe Harbor a blast furnace, a rail mill, a
foundry, and machine shops. He added 186 dwelling
houses for the workmen. In those days it was customary
for a company to provide such housing. The ironmaster
had a life-long interest in architecture and delighted in
designing and supervising the erection of structures of
many ‘Kinds, whether houses for executives or workmen,
or, as was the case in Phoenixville, of schoolhouses for the
children.

Sadly, within a few years at Safe Harbor, Esther Griffen
died, possibly from complications during childbirth, sinc
is known she had five children altogether. Three did nu.
survive infancy. After the period of time John Griffen
married his sister-in-law, Mary Eliza, a spirited gal as will
be seen from later stories in this narrative. Mary Elizz

{Continued on Page 3}
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(Continued From Page 2)

would make her husband father of five more offspring,
four of whom lived to grow up. Little Esther (Essie) and a

son, George, were born during the family’s stay im

Lancaster County.

While managing the Safe Harbor plant, Griffen’s

wventive genius led him to design a governor for
controlling the speed of steam engines, and machinery to
bring rails to the saws, replacing hand labor. His
correspondence from the period includes instructive
business letters to Wyatt Miller, a younger man whom
Reeves had placed in charge of the Johnstown rail mill.
Griffen uses ‘‘thee and thou'’ in the letters, which is the
way one Quaker addresses another. It was fitting for more
than one reason for the two men to be on friendly terms.
When daughter Mary reached young womanhood, she
married Wyatt Miller and made her home in Johnstown.

Another letter of Griffen’s, dated September 4, 1856,
and addressed to Samuel J. Reeves, vice president of
Phoenix Iron Company, is of singular interest. Reeves had
spread the news of a discovery made by an Englishman,
Henry Bessemer, pertaining to the manufacture of steel.
Griffen's letter expresses his astonishment at this
development. A limited quantity of steel had been
produced in many countries of the world throughout the
centuries, but Bessemer’s new method made possible for
the first time in history the production of immense
amounts at comparatively low cost. England and the
Continent began to manufacture steel by Bessemer’s
process a decade ahead of America.

By far the most exciting event, however, in their
nine-year stay at Safe Harbor was the invention of a
wrought iron cannon. The ironmaster learned the need for
an improved design from Major Bates of the U.S. Coast
“urvey Department in Philadelphia. Griffen had gone to

ie city to arrange the sale of Safe Harbor rolled iron for
use in the foundations of lighthouses. Bates told him the
cast bronze cannon used by our military forces were
unsatisfactory for three reasons. They were heavy to move
into position, were often unfit for service after 500 firings,
and could not be fired with any degree of accuracy.

Griffen turned over in his mind a design of light-weight
wrought iron, spirally wrapped for strength, and rifled for
accuracy. Samuel J. Reeves became interested in the
project. The two men were kindred spirits. Reeves was a
little younger than Griffen, but they both had sons born in
1852. The vice president proposed that a few of the cannon
should be manufactured at the Lancaster works. U. S.
government testers were enthusiastic over the results and
the gun was patented in Griffen’s name. Because America
was at peace at the time, interest came chiefly from
‘European countries involved in the Crimean War. Reeves
and Criffen applied for foreign patents and sent some
models abroad.

At the end of 1856 John Griffen was transferred to
Phoenixville and took over the management of Phoenix
iron Company which only the year before had been
incorporated under this name. He found that David and
Samuel J. Reeves had recently completed large mansions
on 65 acres they had separated for their own use from 258
acres of company-owned land. They gave the tract at Starr
and Bridge Streets the name of Phoenix Park and occupied
it in the summer months. The townspeople, however,
always considered the Reeves families the same as year
around residents. The Reeves now invited the Griffens to
live in The Park. John, Mary Eliza and the children moved
into the old Starr farmhouse remaining on the property
until their new home was built. The mansion, designed by

Griffen and very attractive, was named Whitesione and
still exists.

The next year John Griffen invented a method of rolling
large beams, and by 1861 record-setting 15-inch beams
were being manufactured according to his patent.

The new superintendent became well known and was
very soon elected burgess (mayor) of the Borough, he
being the sixth resident to be given this honor. David
Euen, a Borough Council member, not long afterwards had
the temerity (or courage, according to your viewpoint) to
make accusations against the iron company. Griffen
refuted them, Letters appeared in the public press
expressing opinions of both parties.

Griffen didn’t come out and call Euen a jackass, but
denounced him in the newspaper as ‘‘one who tried to roar
like a lion and at a distance might be mistaken for one, but
on nearer approach, the skin being too short and the ears
protruding, there was not much doubt as to the kind of a
beast it was, and when next he tried to roar, although it
was loud, no one could mistake the bray.”’

Griffen was next elected president of the school board
and built two new schoolhouses on Church Street and
Emmett Street, both buildings highly advanced for their
time. His own children attended public schools. He now
had three at home and another son, Harry, was born in
1857. When the oldest son, Robert, reached the proper
age, he was enrolled in the U.S. Naval Academy.

Both John and Mary Eliza Griffen had portraits painted
by the eminent artist, John F. Francis, who was living in
Mont Clare. Francis had an excellent reputation based on
his portraits of a number of state governors. John Griffen’s
likeness is now a treasured possession of his descendants,

(Continued on Page 4)
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Grz}”fcﬁ 's WHITESTONE later was the bome of
Alfred and Mary Reeves Scull. Jane Ritchey drawing.

(Continued From Page 3)
but Mary Eliza did not like hers, and in a fit of pique
destroyed the canvas. )

During the fateful year of 1861 when our nation became
embroiled in the Civil War, an urgent need developed for
the Griffen cannon. Much correspondence has been
preserved relating to government contracts, specifications,
arrangements for testing, etc., and may be examined todav
in the National Archives at Washington, D.C. There are
letters from Samuel Reeves to General Ripley of the
Ordnance Office together with replies, and letters from
Ripley to Secretary of War Cameron: also proceedings of
the Ordnance Board, even copies of telegrams transmitted
by Reeves and Ripley.

An ardent patriot, the iron companv vice president
adapted a large part of the works to the manufacture of the
guns. They became the Union Army’s most numerous
fieldpiece and were generally acclaimed as the best firearm
of its kind in the service. Always called Griffen Guns in
local circles, the official name is ‘‘three-inch wroughtiron
ordnance rifle.”” Remaining examples can be identified by
the letters ““P.1. Co.”" stamped on the muzzle. Estimates of
the number manufactured vary, but are usually calculated
as 13 or 1400 including cannon sold directly to the states. -

Reeves printed a fancy 4-page brochure promoting the
cannon and the last statement reads: ‘“The Phoenix works

are at this time turning out about five 3-inch Rifle Guns
daily. Parties desirous of procuring these guns can be
supplied by making application to Sam’l. J. Reeves,
v-Prest. of the Phoenix Iron Co., 410 Walnut Street,
Fhiladelphia.”” One sale was to a city, according to a news
item in the Village Record of June 29, 1861: ‘“‘The
authorities of Philadelphia have ordered two batteries ¢
6-pounders comprising 12 guns. They will be ready fo.
delivery in the course of a few days and are to be made at
Phoenixville of the Griffen patent.”

A war rally was held in Phoenixville’s Temperance Hall
on January 5, 1861, in honor of Major Anderson, hero of
Fort Sumter. Griffen made one of the addresses and a
salute of 33 shots were fired from a Griffen cannon loaned
for the occasion. His fellow Quakers, alas, looked with
disfavor on the war like activity. A Committee of Meeting
waited on him to express their concern. The beleaguered
inventor admitted the issues involved in the war meant
more to him than the tenets of the Society of Friends. He
and Mary Eliza left Quaker Meeting and became
Episcopalians.

The war not only cost Griffen his religious affiliation, but
also caused a rift between him and his employer. Reeves
ran into difficulties with the manufacture of the gun
according to specifications decided upon by the Ordnance
Department, so he changed the way the mandrel was
formed and took out a patent in his own name.
Disagreement over the matter of the patents resulted in
Griffen’s resignation. He removed to Buffalo, N.Y., and
was hired by the Buffalo Union Iron Works to build and
run a plant that consisted of three blast furnaces and a
rolling mill. Buffalo Union made general iron products and
iron beams.

The Griffen family moved away in the spring of 1862. By
leaving Phoenixville they missed the excitement attendant
on Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania. The common surmis
was that the Confederate general would take his army {.
Harrisburg and Philadelphia and that the cannon manufac-
tory would be a military objective. June 17, 1863 the entire
iron works came to a halt and 200 workmen rushed to
Harrisburg for the defense of the eastern part of the state.
The defeat of General Lee at Gettysburg made this
intervention unnecessary.

Dating to the war period was another significant eveni
relating to P.l. Co. Vice president Reeves at that time
patented his famous hollow, tubular post, or pillar, callec
the Phoenix column, and George Walters, company
engineer, patented an eye bar forged by hydraulic
pressure. The two inventions led to the development of the
American-type, pin-connected bridge and insured the
continued prosperity of the iron company for many years tc
come.

During his stay in Buffalo, Griffen’s youngest child was
porn, a girl christened Fannie. The ironmaster found
nimself in the unusual situation of having grandchildren by
his daughter, Mary G. Miller, that were older than either
son Harry or the new baby daughter. Mary Eliza never
forgot that Fannie was her only child who was not a
birthright Friend. She addressed her other children as
“‘thee,”’ but Fannie as ‘‘you.’’ She would say: ‘‘Essie, thee
likes so and so; Fannie, what do you like?’’ Fannie
sometimes wondered if she belonged to the same family,
but it was a warm, loving one and she never doubted their
affection. .

Robert Griffen graduated from Annapolis just as tb
Civil War ended, but died soon afterwards while acting &
a volunteer nurse during a Yellow Fever epidemic al
Pensacola. The loss was no doubt felt keenly by his father.

{Continued on Page 5}
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The ironmaster’s family returned to Pennsylvania five
years after leaving, as Griffen was asked to resume his
employment at P.I. Co. Ail animosity was forgotten by the
two executives, but not so by Mary Eliza. For a while she
insisted on living in Philadelphia and having her husband
commute to work via the Reading Railroad. When she
realized this was a hardship, they once again moved to
Phoenixville where Griffen remained for the rest of his life.

Reeves provided them with a temporary house in The
Park. They could not use Whitesione or the Starr
farmhouse since the family of Mary Reeves Scull, Samuel
J.’s sister, and another Reeves relative lived in these
houses. The Griffens settled down in a converted barn
which Mary Eliza dignified with the elegant name of
“‘Barnstable Hall.”” In the meantime Griffen built a house
on Church Street, closer to the center of town. It was the
largest dwelling he had ever designed. Many years later,
in 1928, the iron company presented the splendid mansion
to the town of Phoenixville for a borough hall.

Griffen had a billiard room in his Church Street home,
capitalizing on the fact he was no longer a Friend, and
such a diversion was not frowned upon by the Episcopal
Church. He encouraged his children and grandchildren to
take an interest in music. Gilbert and Sullivan’s
“Pinafore’” was a special favorite of theirs since an
overture written for the opera had been dedicated to
daughter Fannie. Young George and Harry Griffen were

LENGTH 330 FEET

sent to Troy, N.Y., to be educated at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, the same college selected by S. J.
Reeves’ sons, David and William.

When the post-war depression of 1873 ended, P.I.
Company entered its most affluent period. The plant had
been enlarged with a new rolling mill constructed from
iron, slate and glass, and of such size it covered 6-1
acres. The general plan was Griffen’s own design. A
separate bridge company was organized and became a
pioneer in iron bridge construction for which it was known
in many parts of the worid. Two thousand men were
employed by the Iron and Bridge companies and, on the
same site, processed iron ore into the finished product. For
the classes of iron they turned out, production was larger
than that of any other establishment in the United States.

David Reeves | died in 1871 and Samuel J. succeeded
his father as president, but he, too, passed away in 1878.
John Griffen, at 66, was now the main support of the
grandsons, President David Reeves Il and William H.,
assistant superintendent at Phoenixville. Their ages were
26 and 25. January 23, 1879 Phoenix Iron Company
received the largest contract awarded up to that time in
the U.S.A. It covered the entire Second Street line of New
York City’s elevated railroad, nearly eight miles in length
and costing 5-%2 million dollars.

Griffen was all the while taken up with other interests at

. home. Young George received his college degree and

worked for a time as civil engineer in southern lllinois.
Harry, upon graduation, became interested in local
potteries, ana George returned home to go into partnership
with his younger brother. They manufactured bricks at a
plant in Oaks, but their chief fame rests on the
earthenware they fired in mammoth kilns at Church and
Starr Streets. Their colorful, finely crafted ‘‘Etruscan’
majolica won them a gold medal when exhibited at the
New Orleans World’s Fair.

The majolica was retailed in Philadelphia at the old
Wanamaker Grand Depot, 13th and Market Streets. The
store occupied a building that had been the P. R. R. train
station. The story is told that Mary Eliza, while shopping
in the city, found Etruscan pieces were falsely advertised
as imported china. With her old spark she went right to
the top and told John Wanamaker: ‘‘That china was made
by my sons in Phoenixville!”’

By the 1880s David Reeves Il was considering a
change-over in Phoenixville from iron to steel. His Cambria
Iron Works in Johnstown manufactured steel by the
Bessemer process as early as 1871. Even four years before
that date, in 1867, Cambria was able to provide the
railroads with steel rails by purchasing the raw material
from a mill in Steelton, near Harrisburg. As a preliminary
step Superintendent Griffen agreed to travel abroad and
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confer with Sir Henry Bessemer, the pioneer. Subsequently
Open Hearth, a variation of the Bessemer method, was
selected for P. I. Co.

John Griffen did not live to see steel made locally. He
died January 14, 1884. His last recorded act occurred in
August of 1883 when he went to the office of The Daily
Messenger, a Phoenixville newspaper, for an interview on
the subject of his cannon.

Griffen lived in the Iron Company’s Golden Age. Five to
ten years after his death the more favorably situated
Carnegie Steel of Pittsburgh overtook and surpassed P. I.
Company. Phoenixville was never again in first place
although the iron and steel company remained in operation
for nearly a century more.

John Griffen’s contribution to the iron industry was
tremendously important and the engineering professior
acclaimed him. Yet the ironmaster summed up his owr
achievements in a very few words. He wished to be
regarded as ‘‘a man who in his feeble way has been :
benefit to his fellow man, and one who, in return, ha:
been trusted and honored possibly beyond his deserts.”’

Note: Documents used in the preparation of this article
may be examined at Society headquarters. Special thanks
to C. Peter Jorgensen and Dr. James C. Davis.
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Laura Robb, archivist, reports a letter mailed to our
Society by Amy Parsons of Orlando, Fla. Along with the
letter was a history of Mrs. Parson’s ancestors, the Jacobs
family of Mont Clare. No descendant of this Quaker family,
so far as is known, now lives in the Phoenixville area, but
the name is a familiar one. The ford across the Schuylkill
River that preceded the bridge was called after its closest
neighbor, Jacobs' Ford. The name also appears in the 1827
map of Phoenixville in the front of Pennypacker’s Annals.
Our present Bridge Street is designated thereon: ‘‘Road to
Jacobs ford."

Israel Jacobs in Revolutionary War times owned land on
both sides of the road leading to the ford in Lower
Providence Township. He built his own home, Norwood, on
the west side of the road. At a later date his son, John
Jacobs, sold acreage on the other side to Joseph Whitaker,
the ironmaster. Norwood no longer exists, but Whitaker’s
lovely mansion, Mont Clair, still stands.

The older Jacobs was a prominent political figure known
for his patriotic activities during the Revolution. Following
the war he was elected to the second U.S. Congress that
convened in 1791. The Annals relates he was the only
Quaker in that body and the wide brim of his hat attracted
much attention. John Jacobs, Israel’s son, married Amelia
Cox and the two were active Abolitionists. The village of
Mont Clare, it is interesting to note, has a Jacobs Street,
an Amelia Street, and a Norwood Avenue.

The last known of the family to live in Norwood were the
widowed Amelia and her two elderly bachelor sons, John
and Benjamin. Another son, who had moved away, was
father of Anna Amelia Jacobs Hale, author of the Jacobs
family history. Mrs. Hale, in turn, is the great-grandmoth-
er of our correspondent, Amy Parsons.

Mrs. Parsons is making copies of other historical records
in her possession and plans to donate them to our Saociety.

Museum Renovations

A committee of dedicated members is rearranging the
exhibits in the museum in order to present them in a more
interesting manner. It is suggested everyone who is able to
do so stop in and observe the results.

The Lights Went Out

Reader’s Digest magazine plans to include a story abou.}
our local celebrity, Chris Sanderson in a forthcoming issuey
A Digest editor asked for confirmation of one of the
incidents. It seems Chris once described an interruption in
electric service in Phoenixville that lasted for one minute
before midnight December 31, 1899. OQur archivist, Lois
Donovan, found verification of the occurrence at the
Sanderson Museum in Chadds Ford. She says the public
utility serving the area at the date was the Schuylkill
Valley Illuminating Company.

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to the following new members: Judith
Cryman, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Downs, Sally Freed,
William Whitaker Griffen, Thomas Kelly, John MacDon-
ald, Harry Mandell, David Peter, Jr., Joseph Reiley, Kevin
Stuart.

With regret we report the deaths of Elizabeth Lawson
and James Gere.

HSPA now has 429 members, four of whom are
Contributors, twelve, Friends, and nine, Business Mem-

™ Borough’s Birth Certificate

A large, leather-bound scrapbook, assembled in 1881 by
Samuel W. Pennypacker, one time governor of Pennsyl-
vania, was put up for bids at the Alerfer Auction Company
of Hatfield last March. The book contains documents
relative to an 1849 bill before the legislature to make
Phoenixville a borough. It also contains other valuable
material preserved by the governor’'s father. Dr. Isaac
Pennypacker, who was the first burgess (mayor) of the new
borough. Authenticity of the volume was verified by David
Frees, Margaret Trunk, and Mark Chester, and it was bi
in and presented to HSPA by members, Alfred and Miriam
Clegg.

Recent Events

The series of ten weekly lectures co-sponsored by our
Society and the Heritage Park Task Force was well
received by the general public with attendance averaging
about forty people for each meeting. Funds raised
amounted to $1,175.

The March flea market and luncheon netted our Society
$748.

THE MUSEUM IS OPEN first Sundays of the month
from 1 till 4. Hosts for June 2 are Chris Miller and Jack
Norris; July 7, Lois and John Donovan; and August 4,

Nicholas and Jane Alfieri. The office and museug\ﬁr@e&
Wednesdays and Fridays of each week between/  and 3.
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