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March Meeting the 14th

The quarterly meeting will take place Wednesday,
March 14, 7:30 p.m., at Church and Main Streets.

The speaker will be William P. Herman, Borough
Manager, and his topic is the future of the Phoenixville
Historic District.

Membership Report

The Society welcomes two new members, Mary Foote
and Maria Disque.

Business Members are as follows: Campbell & Ennis
~uneral Home, Inc.; David M. Frees Insurance, Inc.;
Jaworski’s Music Center; Nichol’s Flower Shop; Old Eagle
Studios; Phoenix Hose, Hook & Ladder Company No. 1;
Phoenixville Federal Savings & Loan Association; and The
Printing Post.

Potters, Past and Present

The Historical Society invited a pottery expert, Dorothy
Long of Old Eagle Studios, 237 Bridge Street, to speak at
December’s quarterly meeting. It was an appropriate
choice since clay has always been abundant in this region
and ours is a pottery-oriented town. Many of the old
houses are red brick molded from local clay. A native clay,
kaolin, was used in our famous Etruscan majolica ware.
We even have a ‘‘Pot House'' Road, so-called because of
the many kilns along the stretch of highway that fired the
ordinary household clay utensils known as ‘‘redware.”’

Redware is a specialty of Mrs. Long’s. She makes it
chiefly for restored colonial buildings that have been
turned into house museums. Since the colors and shapes
are pleasing to the eye, some of her output is favored in
contemporary homes. Chester County Historical Society's
gift shop sells Long pottery.

Our speaker described the many uses our first settlers
found for clay. They formed it into pie plates, pitchers and

a pots, or into pieces that provided for some special
.amily need of an earlier time like cheese strainers,
pickling jars, apple butter crocks, bean pots, and bread
pans. The old potters made just a few non-essentials; fancy
flower pots, children’s banks, doll heads, and animal
figures.

Pie plates, she told us, were the most common clay
object. Some kind of pie, whether meat, fruit, or custard,
was eaten at almost every meal. Chester County potters
were mostly Quaker and Welsh, so their work was plain,
Germans were responsible for the highly ornamenta
earthenware.

Redware suffered a set back when it was discovered the
finishing glaze, which was a lead wash, could cause¢
serious illness, and production of certain food utensils
declined. Local potteries, however, lasted into the 20tt
century and one, the Stahl pottery, until 1985.

Mrs. Long learned much about her ‘craft througt
experimentation. Her models are old pieces preserved ir
museums, or in some cases, pieces reconstructed from
fragments dug out of the ground near old settlements. The
waste dumps of long deceased potteries have yieldec
interesting finds.

Early pottery was seldom marked. Dorothy Long’s is s¢
close to the original, she has to carefully mark and dat
her ware so it can never be passed off for antiques.

Customers, or interested visitors, who drop in at 23
Bridge Street will find a museum, a retail shop, and worl
rooms where demonstrations of the craft may be observed.

Questionnaire

A questionnaire was mailed to members last November
to ascertain what programs and activities you find most
interesting. We thank everyone who has already returned
it. If you failed to do so, there is still time to make your
preferences known to us. Results of tabulations will be
printed in the next newsletter.

Flea Market March 24

A flea market, bake sale, and light refreshments will be
offered the public Saturday, March 24, from 9 to 4 &
Society Headquarters, Church and Main Streets. Items for
sale may be brought to the quarterly meeting, March 14
or they may be deposited at David Frees' office or
Thursday and Friday, March 22 and 23. Please call Dave i
you need pick-up service. Baked goods will be receivec
Friday evening, or Saturday morning at the Historica
Society. Donations of vegetable or chicken soup will bt
greatly appreciated.

The Museum is Open first Sundays of the month from 1
till 4. Host for March 4 is Jack Norris; April 1, Connie
Bretz; May 6, Lois Donovan and Ruth Ann Maxfield; June
3, Mike Vircsik.

The office is open Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to !
to receive visitors and answer inquiries.



sy it s
After the American army evacuated the camp grounds
June 19, 1778 following six months in winter quarters at
Valley Forge, the small iron manufacturing town made
repairs and returned to normal. The region had suffered
twice. Some damage was caused by our own soldiers, but
most was due to the invasion by British forces September
21 to 23, 1777, three months before General Washington
and the Continental Army arrived. The area that would be
forever famous for its role in the Revolutionary War
remained for a century in private hands, after which it
became a public park.

Three dates are important to a study of the present
Valley Forge National Historical Park. The first is 1878. A
group was chartered by July 6th of that year as “‘The
Centennial and Memorial Association of Valley Forge' and
secured ownership of the building used as Washington's
headquarters. May 30, 1893 the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania assumed control of 217 acres of encampment
land and created the Valley Forge Park Commission. July
4, 1976 all park properties passed into the hands of the
United States government.

Large numbers of visitors toured the camp grounds, and
many events of interest took place in the first hundred
years after the army left. The first of the visitors were
prisoners-of-war who were marched into the encampment
grounds in December 1778 and billeted for a short period
in the log huts recently vacated by American soldiers.
These men were German mercenaries, called Hessians in
this country, though the ones brought to Valley Forge were
from Brunswick, rather than Hesse-Cassel. Along with
their commander, Baron von Riedesel, they had been taken
into captivity at Saratoga, N.Y., when General Burgoyne
and his army of 5,000 surrendered to General Gates. The
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> After the Army Left
) Valley Forge in Later Years
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defeated army was known as ‘‘Convention Troops,’’ anc
they were shunted from one colony to another for the
duration of the war.

Unlikely as it may seem, Baron von Riedesel wa:
accompanied by his wife, the Baroness Friederike, anc
their three little daughters aged 7, 4 and 2. The females o
the family traveled in a carriage. The Baron kept a journa
and the Baroness wrote long letters home to her parents ir
Wolfenbuttel, Brunswick. A lieutenant, Wilhelm DuRoi
also kept records. From these writings it appears that vor
Riedesel greatly admired the bridge thrown across the
Schuylkill Rover by American army engineers (Sullivan’s
bridge), and that he said the log huts, erected in :
three-weeks period, resembled ‘‘a badly built town.”

An event that occurred in the early 1800s also shed:
light on the wartime appearance of Valley Forge. It wa:
the settlement of the William Dewees damage clain
submitted to the U.S. government at the close of the war
Dewees was a colonel in the Pennsylvania militia and wa:
proprietor and part owner of the iron forge from which the
town derived its name. He was related by marriage to the
Potts family of ironmasters who had forged iron at thi:
location since 1756. Two nearby stone houses belonged tc
Dewees, along with a number of buildings associated witt
the ironworks. Washington’s Headquarters house belongec
to young Isaac Potts who, at that date, was operating the
village grist mill.

In the late summer of 1777 Col. Dewees' forge buildings
were commandeered by the quartermaster general as :
storage depot for the greater part of American army
provisions and military stores. Included were 3,800 barrels
of flour. Lest the perishable item should spoil for want of

fContinued on Page 3)
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(Continued From Page 2)
baking, Col. Dewees was ordered to build ovens and
furlough six bakers from the militia to turn it into hard
biscuits. According to tradition, the ovens were placed in
the cellar of a house. They were afterwards used by
Continental Army bakers, and the house was always known
locally as ‘‘the bake house.”’

The British learned the whereabouts of the valuable
supplies and seized most of them before American army
officers could effect a rescue. Besides the flour there was
soap, candies, horse shoes, tomahawks, kettles, intrench-
ing tools, and hogsheads of resin. Enemy soldiers sent on
this mission vengefully set fire to the forge and all
buildings belonging to the Colonel.

It was customary for all who suffered damages as a
result of enemy action to present their claims to the
government after hostilities ceased. Dewees’ list of losses
describes the forge and this has been a valuable tool for
historians. He received no reimbursement during his
lifetime, but April 11, 1818, U.S. Congress passed an act
that allowed his heirs to collect $8,000, then a large sum.

Starting with the prisoners-of-war, Valley Forge never
ceased to attract tourists. One of the first post-war visitors,
and certainly the most prestigious, was General Washing-
ton himself. In 1787 the former Commander-in-Chief rode
on horseback over the hills viewing the scenes of his
previous sojourn. Washington, at that date, was president
of the Constitutional Convention meeting in Philadelphia.
While residing in the city, he was a guest in the home of
Robert Morris, and during a convention recess both
gentlemen repaired to Morris’ farm near Port Kennedy for
a fishing trip. They traveled in a carriage drawn by
Washington’s horses, and upon reaching their destination
stayed at the home of Mrs. Jane Moore, who probably
offered better accommodations than could be obtained in
the farm house. A Philadelphia newspaper reported that
Washington had left the city for a vacation, but said he
had gone to Moore Hall, confusing the two Moore estates
near Valley Forge.

The second day of his stay Washington spent most of his
time riding over the camp grounds and talking to farmers
he met on the way. He noted in his diary that the military
works were in ruins, but he could trace the encampment in
the woods where the ground had not been cultivated. The
next day he went fishing. The diary does not reveal how
many he caught.

During the years the camp grounds remained in private
ownership, politicians exerted every effort to identify
themselves with its patriotic background. On a date close
to the fiftieth anniversary of the army’s evacuation, a large
crowd of anti-Jacksonites assembled at the site to boost the
reelection of President John Quincy Adams. Oratory and
feasting marked the occasion.

Thirteen long wooden tables were set up in a field
radiating from a central area, and each table seated 164.
Twenty-three hundred bought advance tickets, and 700
more were sold at the gate. One thousand extra guests
brought their own lunches, or purchased food from sutlers
who appeared out of nowhere to share in the profits.
Railroads did not exist at that date, so ali who did not walk
came by canal boat, on horseback, or in wagons. The band
playing in the central area near the speakers stand hailed
from Bethlehem, Pa. Peter Duponceau, former aide to
General von Steuben, was the speaker, and he was not the
only old Revolutionary soldier who attended. Duponceau
was living in Philadelphia and had served as president of
the American Philosophical Society.

The Democrats on the same day held a convention at
nearby Yellow Springs, advocating the election of Andrew

Jackson. A newspaper report declared their rally wa
poorly attended and ‘‘cold and lifeless.”” Nevertheles:
when the votes were counted in November, Jacksol
defeated Adams.

In 1840 the party opposing the Democrats (now callec
Whigs) got together once more at Valley Forge, th
candidate being William Henry Harrison. This time a fev
women were amongst the crowd, their presence being ar
innovation on the political scene. ‘‘Women of the Grea
Valley,'" Chester County, presented a homemade banner
The presiding officer was Isaac Wayne, son of Genera
Anthony Wayne, and there were still veterans of the
Revolution able to attend, their hats inscribed with the
emblem ‘‘76ers.”’ That year the Whigs won the election,
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In 1844, Daniel Webster, then at the height of his fame,
came down from Massachusetts, and with a large number
of Philadelphia Whigs, traveled to Valley Forge by train.
The office seeker was Henry Clay. Webster spent the night
in the Phoenixville home of Dr. Isaac Pennypacker,
according to the autobiography of his son, Samuel
Whitaker Pennypacker. The future governor must have
learned of this by hearsay since at that date he was but
one year of age. Clay lost to James K. Polk, Democrat.

The last of the great rallies hosted by the Whigs at
Valley Forge took place in 1852 and sponsored Winfield
Scott, another losing candidate. An ox-roast barbecue was
served the 20,000 who assembled, coming by railroad,
canal, horseback, or wagon. The Wetherill Club, named for
Dr. William Wetherill whose country home was at Fatland
on the far side of the Schuylkill River, made the trip from
Philadelphia in a horse-drawn omnibus. Dr. Isaac
Pennypacker was one of the speakers and he related the
history of the area.

As soon as the State took control in 1893, certain rules

(Continued on Page 4 )
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National Memorial Arch

went into effect, Regulation No. 5 being ‘‘Meetings or
gatherings for political purposes are not permitted."’

All throught the first part of the 1800s industries
flourished at Valley Forge. Energy generated by water
wheels was the principal known source of power, and that
part of Valley Creek near its confluence with the Schuylkill
River was in demand by a succession of manufacturers.
William Dewees rebuilt his iron forge on the Montgomery
County side of Valley Creek, and it later passed into the
hands of members of the Potts family who operated under
the trade name ‘‘Isaac Potts & Co.”’ Like the pre-revolu-
tionary forge, the new facility turned cast iron into wrought
iron by heating and hammering, and relied on a water
wheel for the power to lift its tilt hammers.

John Rogers, the next owner, took over the works in
1814 and sold the forged iron to Lewis Wernwag, manager
of the Nail Factory at Phoenixville, where as yet there
were only rolling and slitting works. Rogers erected a
three-story factory to make such iron products as saws,
shovels, spades, files, etc., and in 1818 successfully
experimented with the manufacture of cast steel for the
saws. In 1821 Brooke Evans of Shieffield, England, leased
the property from Rogers and turned the saw factory into a
gun factory. He produced upwards of 20,000 muskets
before the works were destroyed by a freshet.

By 1840 Phoenix Iron Company, successor to the Nail
Factory, installed puddling furnaces. This advance in
technology, plus the advent of the steam age, made
old-style forges obsolete, and ironworks disappeared along
the Valley Creek.

The grist mill that ground flour for the Revolutionary
Army was destroyed by fire in 1843 when, it was reported,
sparks from a Reading Railroad locomotive ignited its roof.
Locomotives of that day used pine knots to generate steam.
There were a number of other businesses in the general
area, a paper mill, cooperage, tannery, even copper mines.
An early textile factory, producing both cotton and wool,
remained active for many years.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker, soon to be Phoenixville’s first
Burgess (mayor,) was one of the first to advocate a
memorial park at Valley Forge. He aroused the interest of

prominent men like William H. Seward, afterwards
Lincoln’'s Secretary of State, and Neal Dow, later a Civil
War general, and took them on tours of the old
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entrenchments, or what remained of them. Letters by
Pennypacker were printed in West Chester and Pottstown
newspapers, 1842 to 1845. (Phoenixville had no newspaper
until 1846.) ‘“The scenes that here occured,”” he wrote in
one letter, ‘‘can scarcely find a parallel in history. It was
the crisis on which hung the fate of the country. Such it
was considered by the men of that day. A nation”
gratitude should esteem the place sacred . . ."

The centennial year of 1876 put the whole country in a
patriotic frame of mind, and the Valley Forge community
began making preparations for the 100th anniversary
observance of Evacuation Day. A committee appointed for
this purpose came to the conclusion that the old house that
had been Washington’s headquarters should be preserved
as a museum. The matter was placed in the hands of a
group of women working under a Lady Regent, Anna
Morris Holstein. They bought the much revered dwelling
from Mrs. Hannah Ogden for $6,000 and the Centennial
and Memorial Association took title to the property.
Difficulties in amortizing the mortgage made the new
association very grateful for the prompt assistance of the
Patriotic Order Sons of America.

Interest in the historic area soon spread throughout
Pennsylvania and May 30, 1893, the Legislature passed an
Act ‘‘to acquire, maintain and preserve forever the
Revolutionary Camp Ground at Valley Forge for the free
enjoyment of the people of the State.’’ The first bill carried
an appropriation of $35,000. A Park Commission was
created with a mandate to ‘‘restore it as nearly as possible
to its original condition as a military camp.’” The
Commission had acquired 220 acres by 1897, which has
grown to more than 3,000 acres at the present time.

When Samuel W. Pennypacker was governor, the Park
Commission exercised its right to annex properties by
condemnation and, in 1905, took over the headquarters
building despite vigorous opposition from the Centenniz
and Memorial Association. The latter, as a result, was
forced to dissolve. The Commission condemned many other
properties, and tore down farm houses and all recent
constructions not associated with the encampment
grounds. Such was their haste to sweep away these
anachronisms that in one case a family that was dilatory
about moving from their home, returned from a vacation in
Florida to find it had vanished from the landscape. Their
furniture and other belongings had been placed in storage.

The Commission then proceeded to add artistic features
that would excite the imagination of tourists, anc
ornamented the Park with many fine tributes to the brave
men of 1777-78. Washington Memorial Chapel, ar
inspiration of the Rev. W. Herbert Burk, is one instance of
such a worthy effort. Young Rev. Burk was a rector at All
Saints’ Church in Norristown, and on Washington's
birthday, 1903, preached a sermon about our firsi
president and recommended a memorial. The suggestior
was reported in newspapers over a wide area, and almost
overnight the thought became a reality, the corner stone
being laid in June of the same year.

Philander C. Knox, who lived next to the Knox coverec
bridge, was then Secretary of State under Theodore
Roosevelt. He told the president about Burk's ambition,
and Roosevelt asked how he could help the unknowr
preacher. This led to a visit by Roosevelt June 19, 1904. |1
was the first time a president of the United States while ir
office addressed an audience at Valley Forge. There woulc
be three more times as Presidents Warren Harding,

Herbert Hoover, and Gerald Ford have also madr
appearances.

The style of architecture selected for the chapel is nof
Colonial as many thought proper. Colonial is a copy of
Georgian architecture and would hardly be appropriate
since the Continentals fought a Georgian king. Rather it is
perpendicular Gothic. a style popular in England many
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(Continued From Page 4)
years before King George |IlI's reign. The completed
memorial was dedicated in 1917 at the start of World War
I, and the Bell Tower, a gift of the National Society,
Daughters of the American Revolution, in 1953.

The National Memorial Arch, situated in the center of

1e troops’ camp sites along the outer line entrenchments,
was built with a congressional appropriation of $100,000.
Knowing the legislation to make the money available
would have little success without the approval of an
influential congressman, Joe Cannon, Philander C. Knox
had taken Mr. Cannon on a personally-conducted tour of
the Park. The designer of the arch was Paul Philippe Cret,
a Frenchman who came to America in 1903 to accept a
professorship at the University of Pennsylvania. The
monument is said to be similar to the Arch of Titus in
Rome, Italy.

There are many beautifully crafted statues in the Park.
A very conspicuous one, erected by the State of New
Jersey, shows a Continental soldier atop a 35-foot shaft,
and stands on a site once occupied by General William
Maxwell’'s brigade. The entire area is planted with
dogwood, a Pennsylvania tree that grows naturally in the
wild.

The Park Commission built replicas of the soldiers’ huts
according to actual specifications, and 27 exact copies of
four-pounder Revolutionary War cannons were placed in
the position indicated on General Duportail’s map of the
camp. Chief of Engineers Duportail was a Frenchman, and
his sketches and maps were lettered in the French
language which explains the use of terms like redans,
lunettes, abattis, picquet, artificers, artillery parque, etc.,
on Park markers. '

Houses of the Revolutionary period still standing in the
Park were restored as far as possible to their original
appearance, but many of the houses that quartered
‘Nashington’s generals are outside the Park and are

rivately owned. These have been deed-researched and
photographed. The Knox covered bridge is not of the
Revolutionary period and was not named for General
Henry Knox, but for an ancestor of Philander Knox.
However, it is a picturesque period piece and, hopefully,
will always be c;hg‘l'shed.\

<, S

Philander Knox’s concern for the appearance of the Park
caused him to thwart plans of a transportation line
incorporated as Phoenixville, Valley Forge & Strafford
Electric Railway. The trolley company planned to run from
Phoenixville to Strafford where its passengers could
transfer to the Philadelphia & Western line. Knox refused
a right-of-way across his property bordering the old Park
limits, and Phoenixville’s electric railway never got further
than the western edge of the Park.

Dr. Burke continued to be a friend of the Park and
busied himseif with many worthwhile projects. Long before
the completed chapel was turned over to All Saints’
Church for regular Sunday services, he had begun the task
of collecting all available relics and artifacts relating to
‘eneral Washington and the period in which he lived for
Ppublic exhibition at Valley Forge. Wealthy patrons
provided the money. The really extraordinary objects are
presently exhibited in a museum built for the purpose
adjoining the Memorial Chapel.

The Valley Forge Historical Society, another brain-child
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of Dr. Burk’s, was chartered Evacuation Day, 1918. The
members have pledged themselves to maintain for thq
benefit of the public the museum and its contents, and tc
instill the spirit of this heritage in our own and coming
generations. The Society disseminates the story of Valley
Forge throughout the nation by means of a publication
Their magazine began as the Valley Forge Record, 1918 t¢
1943; was succeeded by The Picket Post, 1943 to 1981, anc
The Valley Forge Journal, since June 1982. Regardiess o
its title the magazine has always had a large circulatior
and is mailed to every state in the Union.

The Valley Forge Park Commission suspended opera-
tions July 4th in the Bicentennial Year of 1976. The
Federal Government chose that significant date as the one
on which ownership of the Park would change hands.
President Gerald Ford very dramatically dropped out of the
sky in a helicopter, spoke to the crowds awaiting him near
von Steuben’s parade grounds, and signed into law an Act
that made the historic area belong to the whole nation. The
administrator is the National Park Service under the
Department of the Interior.

Through the years there have been many disputed points
about the history of “Valley Forge and the Historical
Society’s publication has acted as a forum to air opposing
views. For one example, the forge itself has inspired
heated debate since its exact location has never been
decided to the satisfaction of all researchers.

Then there was the problem of who really owned the
headquarters house, Isaac Potts or Deborah Hewes? Mrs.
Hewes, an elderly relative of Isaac’s, was living in the
house and signed the receipt for its rental as follows:
““Received of Captain Giles One hundred pounds Pennsyl-
vania Currency being in full of all demands ag't his
Excellency Gen’l Washington for the use of the House,
Furniture, etc.”

For a long time an old stone schoolhouse situated in the
Park grounds was called the Letitia Penn school. Letitia
Penn Aubrey, daughter of William Penn, had received the
land as a gift from her father. It was presumed she built
the school in 1705. This explanation of the building’s origin
was defended by our own Phoenixville historian, Gov.
Pennypacker, yet an article by Edward W. Hocker in the
July 1946 Picket Post points out a great many flaws in the
Letitia Penn attribution.

Likewise open to debate is the original appearance of the
house where Colonel Dewees built the ovens in 1777. At a
later date the Bake House was converted into a hotel with
a large frame addition, and served in this capacity for
many years. G. Edwin Brumbaugh, the restoration
architect who turned it back two centuries, had this to say
in the April, 1954 Picket Post: ‘‘The house, as restored, is
doubtless very close to its appearance after post-revolution-
ary repairs and alterations fitted it again for family use,”
and he placed that time as 1790.

Did anyone really see George Washington kneeling in
prayer in a secluded part of the camp grounds? This
subject has been discussed in many issues of the Historical
Society's magazine. All the writers are sympathetic to the
concept, but some suggest that near-contemporary descrip-
tions of the incident do not offer sound evidence from an

‘historian’s viewpoint. No matter. The story is planted very

deeply in American folklore and has been an inspiration for
generations of artists. An heroic sized statue of
Washington at Prayer adorns the grounds of Freedoms
Foundation. The portrayal of the Revolutionary General in
this attitude has twice been the subject of United States
postage stamps.

Our hearts tell us it is true.

Pictures, except as noted, are courtesy of the Valley
Forge Historical Society. Information was obtained from
Picket Post magazines, especially the October 1947 issue;
Valley Forge Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1; “The Dewees
Family,”” by Mrs. Philip E. LaMunyan, Norristown, 1905.



In Our Mailbox

Editor’s Note: Our Society receives letters from many
parts of the country usually concerning genealogic
searches, but sometimes events of local history. Laura
Robb, archivist, is often able to give assistance.

A year or so ago a letter from Arizona reached Laura’s
desk written by Dr. Otis E. Young, a retired university
professor who is working on a history of mining. He had
only recently learned that copper mining began in the East
and that Dr. James Douglas, founding father of the
Arizona copper industry, once worked in Phoenixville.

Laura’s assistant, Lois Donovan, performed some
preliminary investigation. She found our area mines, both
copper and lead, had been a financial failure, and so
received but scant attention in Pennypacker’'s Annals of
Phoenixville. However, another letter from Dr. Young
assured Lois that Eastern mines were indeed important for
two reasons. They launched the careers of metallurgists
who achieved success in the West, and the partnership of
Wheatley and Douglas, working in Phoenixville, may well
have been the first scientific-industrial research team in
American history. He urged that the subject be written up
locally. HSPA complied with an article on the mines in our
December, 1989, newsletter and mailed a copy to Dr.
Young.

A reply came almost immediately and read in part:
‘““Never before have | had such a quick reaction to a
suggestion of mine. Or such a welcome one. It is upon the
foundations laid by local historians that generalists build.”

He asked Laura's office to send a copy to Phelps Dodge
Corporation and gave her their address. She was to note in
her covering letter that the article deals with a phase of
Douglas’s career not often well elucidated.

Dr. Young passed along further information about the
Douglas family. James A. Douglas Sr. was a Presbyterian
divine. J. A. D. Jr., (the Phoenixville resident) attended
first theological, then medical school in Canada, but did
not take a degree. He got into mining while attempting to
salvage a poor investment his family made in a Canadian
copper deposit. It was the son, J. A. D. Jr., who became
associated with T. Sterry Hunt, co-developer of the
Hunt-Douglas process. A grandson, J. A. D. Ill, was
nicknamed ‘‘Rawhide Jimmy,”’ and was well known, but
not loved, in Arizona.

Book By a Member

Mary Lloyd Busenkell’'s Portrait of a Village, which
concerns the history of Pughtown, has been reprinted. All
copies of the first edition were sold some time ago. Tc
obtain this 24-page, beautifully illustrated booklet, write tc
the author at Pughtown, Spring City R.D. 1, PA 19475,
The price is $3.50.

Children’s Museum Tour

Twenty-two third graders of St. Basil's 3chool, who are
studying the history of their community, came for a tour of
our museum. They were accompanied by their principal,
several other teachers and a few mothers, and all were
attentive and expressed interest in what they saw. Laura
Robb gave each one a paper of information about the
various exhibits. It is hoped that more school class tours
will follow.

A Tribute to HSPA

How and
Interesting & incredible a Salvaging

Society Oid

That reveres the Collectibles

Old and In

Regards restorations, Endless enjoyment
In towns Through the
Cities and Years

America,

Loving links to the past Grace Young Yarnall Hadfield

Donations

A note of appreciation to William H. Reeves |ll for the
comfortable chairs used around the directors’ table.

A thank-you to the Phoenixville High School class o
1934 for a commemorative plate showing the ol
schoolhouse on Nutt Road where classes were in sessior
between 1911 and 1958. Students of that day enterec
through a doorway surmounted by a biblical exhortation
Righteousness exaulteth a nation, but sin is a reproach
any people. Proverbs 14:34.

Strawberry Festival

Strawberry Festival Day is June 16. Please reserve this
date.

Historical Society

Of the Phoenixville Area
P.0O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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