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June Meeting

A quarterly meeting of the Society will take place in the
social hall at Church and Main Streets, Wednesday, June
14, at 7:30 p.m.

The speaker will be Raymond Waltz, of Limerick, and
his topic is historic bank notes. Waltz will give a slide
presentation of certificates in circulation before the U.S.
government printed money, and he will teli us about banks
that served our area. He invites any members who own old
notes to bring them to the meeting for discussion.

Our Membership

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new
rembers: Mrs. Horace Dancy, Geoffrey Good, Mrs.
Mildred Steimke.

With sincere regret we report the death of John Griffen,
4th generation from the inventor of the cannon. Mr.
Griffen, a member, lived in Santa Rosa, Cal.

Get Acquainted Party a Success

A reception was held last April 30th at HSPA
headquarters and was attended by members and friends
from the community. All enjoyed a get-together, and some
viewed for the first time the resources of our museum and
learned of the achievements of our young society.

The majolica that took first prize in the New Orleans
exhibition of 1884 was put on display. The three pieces are
without question the best made in America at any date.

Officers and Directors

The election slate for officers is as follows: Laura Robb,
Chairman of the Board; Chris Miller, President; Joanne
Brown, President Elect; Mary Rabben, Treasurer.

Nominated to the Board of Directors are: Peter Brown,
Connie Bretz, Mark Chester, Joe Varady, Peg Trunk, and
Bob Shaffner.

Strawberry Time Again

The annual strawberry festival is scheduled for Saturday,
June 10, from 10 to 4, on the lawn at Church and Main
Streets. Officers and directors of the Society will be the
hosts, and a pleasant day is planned. Refreshments include
sandwiches from the grill. andstrawberriesin every form.
Thev he anld hy the ks a0 sliced aned wiith

will cearvad

cake, or piled on top of ice cream, or all three in one
delicious dish.

Musical entertainment will enhance the occasion. Many
attractive items will be offered for sale at crafts and flea
market displays, and those who wish may rent a table. A
clown and children's games will delight the young ones.
All this, plus a bake sale of homemade cakes and pies!

Relics
of a Past Age

Members who attended our quarterly meeting last
March were able to examine Indian artifacts unearthed by
a team of field archeologists and to hear one of these
specialists, Ken Basalik, explain his findings.

Basalik, manager of Cultural Heritage Research Servic-
es, said his firm was one of fifteen in this part of the
Delaware Valley that investigates areas for possible signs
of prehistoric occupation before road building, or other
construction, covers over the land.

In this particular assignment Research Services was
under contract to the Penna. Department of Transportation
in anticipation of the building of the Phoenixville Spur.

Basalik revealed his early education in the field was.
undertaken with the belief he would excavate in Greece or
Rome, but finding foreign languages a barrier, he
remained in the U.S.A.

He showed a map of the area covered, marked with
places where artifacts were found, and he explained the
meticulous work required before a final report is submitted'
to the Museum Commission in Harrisburg.

Remains of Indian camps, he said, are usually found on
well-drained soils that are relatively flat, and are close to
water. A trained observer may look over the terrain and
know that nothing is there, but in investigations of this
sort, he is required to prove that nothina is there.

Some of the relics discovered and brought to the
meeting (there were not many) belonged to the late
Archaic period, 3000 to 1000 B.C.

Museum Openings

The museum is open first Sundays of the month from 1
lo 4. Host for June 4 is Mike Vircsik: July 2. Mary
Rahhen® Aiinust R Chris and Frir Millar



The Doctors Who Treated
Our Ancestors

By Miriam Clegg

The medical profession has always flourished in the
Phoenixville area. Consider the fact that over the years
three important hospitals have been situated here.

There was at one time an army hospital on the grounds
of the old health spa called the Yellow Springs, in West
Pikeland Township. Erected in 1778 by order of General
Washington, it was the only official military hospital of the
Revolutionary War. Well over a hundred years later, the
Phoenixville Hospital opened on Nutt Road, and became
the first Chester County institution of this kind in modern
times. Then there was the largest of all, the 2,000-bed
Valley Forge General Hospital that operated in Schuylkill
and Charlestown Township between 1943 and 1947 and
cared for wounded military personnel of three 20th century
wars.

The first physician to practice in the Phoenixville area,
according to Pennypacker’s Annals, was Dr. Samuel
Kennedy who was born ¢1730. The Kennedy home was on
the Lancaster Road in East Whiteland Township (now
Frazer.) Another doctor of record from this early period
was Jonathan Potts, born in 1745. While Potts was not
strictly a local man, he served along with Kennedy in the

Jonathan Potts grew up at Pottsgrove, the home of hi:
ironmaster father, John Potts, who was the founder o
Pottstown. Jonathan’s boyhood ambition was to become ;
doctor. In those days a medical education started at age 1t
when the young man began an apprenticeship of five yean
in the household of an established physician. Jonathan’,
father placed him with Dr. Phineas Bond, whom he ven
probably met at Moore Hall in Schuylkill Township. Dr
Bond, a Philadelphia practitioner, was a son-in-law o

"William Moore.

At the beginning of his schooling young Jonathan, lik
other medical apprentices of the period, worked from daw:
through candlelight at a wide variety of tasks. He swep

.the consulting room floor, and he cultivated Bond’s garde!

of medicinal herbs. It was up to Jonathan to keep hi
master’s horse and carriage in readiness, and to carry th
lantern on night calls. A good deal of his time was spen
with mortar and pestle pulverizing drugs and preparing
them as pills or powders. An apprentice likewise madt
lotions, salves and ointments according to prescribet

formulas, and he cut splints and turned old sheets int
bandages.

Revolutionary army, and both these physicians were Jonathan undoubtedly listened while his master pre:
attached to the hospital at Yellow Springs. (Continued on Page 3)
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(Continued From Page 2)
cribed, and accompanied him as an orderly to assist in
minor operations. Somehow he found time to read medical
classics and pore over lecture notes which his preceptor
had written down during his own education at an overseas
university.

Towards the end of his training, Jonathan was entrusted
vith performing, under supervision, all the work of a
doctor. When his term of service was completed, he
received a certificate, registered in a court of record,
attesting to the fact that he was qualified to practice
medicine and pharmacy. ;

Young Dr. Potts went on to study at the new
Pniladelphia Medical College, and in 1768 was a member
of its first graduating class. By this date he was married
and had young children, and he now began to practice in
Reading.

Samuel Kennedy most likely served an apprenticeship
similar to the foregoing, but being Potts’ senior by fifteen
years, received his certificate at a time when no medical
school existed in the colonies. Some students in that early
era traveled abroad for further education in Edinburgh,
Paris, or Leipzig; but many others, as we presume was the
case with Kennedy, put their skills to use without further
ado. In the 1770s only 400 of an estimated 3500
practitioners in the thirteen colonies could boast of medical
deagrees.

Kennedy began work in his chosen profession in 1756
from his old home at Frazer. He traveled on horseback
with medical supplies, made by his own hands, packed in
saddlebags. The sale of medicines usually accounted for 80
percent of a doctor’'s income. The population was sparse.
There were a good many farms, but much of the region
was forested, so the location of a farmer’s clearing could
only be guessed at. Kennedy prospered, however, and in
1774 purchased the very popular health spa operating at
“‘ellow Springs, which he leased to a proprietor, Samuel
~ulbertson.

War clouds gathered, and six months prior to the
Declaration of Independence, Kennedy, at age 46, wrote to
the president of Continental Congress and proferred his
services. His letter stated that he had been in the practice
of physic and surgery for upwards of twenty years. The
offer was accepted by Congress and Kennedy was
appointed Senior Surgeon in the Fourth Pennsylvania
Battalion, commanded by Anthony Wayne. He was
assigned to what was called the Northern Department.

In June of 1776, the division of the American army that
has embarked on the ill-fated march on Quebec retreated
to Fort Ticonderoga in New York State. Kennedy was sent
to this areaand put in charge of a hospital at Fort George.
As was the case with armies all over the world in that era,
unsanitary conditions in their camps accounted for far
more deaths from disease than from the enemy’s weapons.
One thousand were killed or wounded in the campaign.
Three thousand were rendered unfit for action by epidemic
iliness, most of it smalipox.

Dr. Potts was also in the Revolutionary army and he,
too, was sent to New York State. He enlisted from Reading
and with his superior education won the position of Deputy
Director General for the Northern Department. At Fort
George he had the almost impossible task of supervising
the treatment of 1500 in makeshift hospital quarters.

Dr. Kennedy returned to Pennsylvania with Anthony
Wayne's battalion in the summer of 1777. His unit joined
e main army under General Washington which was
_reparing to oppose the British in southern Chester
Counto A very interesting letter can be found on page 99
of The Annals that says shortly before the batile
“« ~» was apprehensive of a Tory uprising at hig

¥
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Yellow Springs health spa. He begged assistance from
Peter DeHaven who was manufacturing arms and
gunpowder at the Continental Mill near Kimberton.

After the battles of Brandywine and Germantown, large
numbers of casualties were crowded into every possible
shelter for miles around, and Kennedy volunteered the use
of the inn and barns at Yellow Springs. In the emergency
American army officers sought out any southeastern
Pennsylvania towns with large buildings. Since Bethlehem
contained the monasteries of a religious sect, the
Moravians, the officers established one of their temporary
hospitals in this village and appointed Dr. Kennedy its
chief surgeon and physician.

Dr. Jonathan Potts remained in the North until after the
decided American victory at Saratoga, N.Y. Upon his
return to Pennsylvania he was promoted to Purveyor
General in addition to his regular office, and he worked for
a time at the Bethlehem hospital. In December both
doctors accompanied the American forces for a six-months-
long winter encampment at Valley Forge.

Only two weeks after arriving at the iron forge, General
‘Washington ordered the erection of a permanent hospital
building at nearby Yellow Springs. A 3-story structure with
kitchen and bathing facilities was begun in March of 1778,
and was occupied before completion. In the early months
at Valley Forge the ill-fed and poorly clothed troops were
‘ravaged by serious illness, a great many suffering from
typhus, a communicable disease. During the month of
February a horrifying 35.5 percent of the army was sick
and large numbers died of the contagion.

Horse-drawn Ambulan ce

As Purveyor, Dr. Potts was responsible for supplying the
army hospitals with provisions and equipment which
included drugs, instruments, and surgical dressings, and
such items as bedding, clothing, straw, and candles.
Remaining from this period are letters from Kennedy to
Potts thanking him for the performance of these services.

In late June of 1778 Dr. Samuel Kennedy contracted
typhus and died. He had willed money for a wall around
the Presbyterian cemetery at Charlestown, and this is
where he is buried. Dr. Jonathan Potts died three years
later, at age 36, of unknown causes, and is buried in
Pottstown.

Since almost all progress in medical science has taken
place in the last hundred years or so. it might be well to
examine what physicians iike Kennedy and Potts faced in
those earlier times.

For & lang peron thare was no greal dist

{Cor tinued on Page 4}
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1858 Pharmacy at Bridge and Bank Streets

surgeons and physicians, or for that matter, between
physicians and pharmacists. Surgeons of the 1700s did not
dare to probe body cavities, but despite the difficulties of
operating without anesthesia or antiseptics, a great many
amputations were performed. When an arm or a leg was
badly wounded, the surgeon knew from experience a
“‘fever’’ might spread to the rest of the body, so as a
precaution removed the limb. Surgeons and physicians also
lanced absesses, dressed wounds, pulled teeth, repaired
hernias, removed external tumors, and reduced fractures.
After 1750 doctors replaced midwives at childbirth, and the
new science of obstetrics saved the lives of many young
mothers.

A doctor would be called upon whenever disease was
present, but he had effective remedies for only a few
maladies. He knew the value of quinine for malaria and of
citrus fruit to ward off scurvy. Most doctors advocated
inoculation for smallpox, but were well pleased when this
risky procedure was replaced by cowpox vaccination.

Early physicians had at hand an array of drugs. There
was opium, or laudanum, to alleviate pain. Calomel was a
hearty purgative, and if this did not work, they tried jalap
or castor oil. Balsam, and other resins, were used for the
respiratory tract, and tar water, a mixture of water and
resin, for many ilinesses. This is only a sampling. Doctors
then as now knew the beneficial effects of the digitalis
plant, and they prescribed for diarrhea a mixture
containing finely ground kaolin, the same white clay used
in making pottery.

One facet of old-time medicine that seems odd indeed,
but was very much a common occurrence to our ancestors,
was the drawing of blood. Down through the centuries any
ailment, serious or minor, was treated in this fashion.
Actually no doctor was needed. The sick person would
report to a shop marked with a trade sign of
spirally-wrapped bands. Nowadays this marker is called a
barber pole and has a different significance. In earlier ages
the bands represented bandages used in blood letting, and
the gold knob on top of the pole, the brass basin that
caught the flow of blood. The same artisan who rendered
this service would also shave a customer, and trim his hair
and beard, and thus the confusion over the symbol.

Doctors, as well as the general populace, were fully
convinced of the efficacy of this singular treatment. Our
first president, George Washington, was bled four times
on the last evening of his life, according to his biographer,
Jared Sparks. The great general died at age 67 in
December of 1799 after suffering pneumcnia-like symp-
tames,

Physicians over the ages, have experienced competition
from untrained healers. Immigrants to this country brought
with them old-world herbs of traditional value and placed
them in the gardens of their new homeland. They
cultivated rhubarb, catmint., and peppermint, and many
other plants from which they made teas and potions. These
country fold, like everyone else, firmly believed in blooc
letting, and they fastened a blood-sucking aquatic worm,
the leech, to a vein in the patient’s arm.

Peddlers, in the old days, traveled from door to door anc
sold remedies from their horse-drawn carts. Many were
honest dealers, but a few were outright quacks who made
fortunes deceiving the gullible. A favorite trick was to sel
liguor disguised with the taste of herbs. The luckless
customer, especially if he was a total abstainer, would nof
realize the sense of well-being he experienced when dosing
himself with this very expensive concoction came from
alcohol.

All through earlier years the death rate was higt
compared with today’s, and life expectancy at birth was
low. Infants were struck down with fearsome regularity
one-half of the childhood population dying before the age
of five.

However, the educated practitioners who lived in those
times studied their cases, kept records, and wrote reports.
Their findings were shared internationally. In this way a
foundation was laid for the enormous breakthrough in
knowledge the occurred at a later period.

The first doctor to work in our area after the
Revolutionary War was Roger Davis, a resident of
Charlestown village. His practice extended over many
parts of Chester and Montgomery Counties, and he
covered the territory on horseback, his duties sometimes
keeping him on the road for a week at a time. Davis had z
fondness for politics; was elected to the State Legislature
in 1809, and occupied a seat in the lower house of U.S.
Congress from 1811 until his death in 1815.

Roger Davis had been an apprentice of Dr. Duffield of
Philadelphia. While in Phoenixville he taught James
Anderson, scion of the well-known area family. Upon
receiving his certificate, Dr. Anderson practiced away from
home at Lower Merion Township, Montgomery County,
where he, in turn, guided through the intricacies of
medical lore, a favorite nephew, Isaac Pennypacker.
Pennypacker continued his studies at the University of
Pennsylvania and came home to Phoenixville in 1836 with
an M.D. degree.

Between Roger Davis and Isaac Pennypacker were two
other local doctors, Henry Wismer and Anthony Percival,
and it was they who cared for the large numbers that
became ill when the Schuylkill Navigation Company
constructed a waterway from Mount Carbon to Philadel-
phia.

The 1825 canal was an ingenious system of hand-dug
channels and river pools. A dam across the Schuylkill at
Black Rock formed one of these pools, and the backed-up
water flooded the lowlands. There was at the time nc
municipal water supply, and no knowledge of disinfectants
for contaminated drinking water. Nearly everyone living
along the particular section of the river came down with
“‘'swamp’’ fever (thought to be typhoid fever.) Whole
families' were stricken at one time and were unable to help
each other. Despite ministrations from the doctor, an
estimated one-sixth of the afflicted inhabitants perished.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker, noted for his kindly disposition
and his desire to lend assistance, practiced in Phoenixville
until 1856, at which date he accepted a teaching position at
Philadelphia Medical College and moved to the city.
Everyone liked him Mothers named their baby boys after

Pace 4



{Continued From Page 4)
him. He treated many iron company families living
conveniently close. Patients who lived at a distance he
visited in a light, two-wheeled, horse-drawn vehicle, called
a gig.

One of Pennypacker's experiences has special interest
for canal buffs. In 1840 the report of several Yellow Fever
cases in Philadelphia caused many to leave the city, fearful
of a contagion that in 1793 decimated the urban
population. One evening the captain of a canal boat
moored at Port Providence sent a message to Phoenixville
that a doctor was needed. He had a man on his boat who
was delirious with fever and therefore not permitted to go
ashore. Dr. Pennypacker forded the river and boarded the
boat. He was able to reassure the frightened residents of
the port town that the sick man showed no evidence of the
dreaded disease, but was unable to save the fellow's life
since aid had come too late.

This good doctor was an outspoken advocate for the
incorporation of Phoenixville. When the legislation was
passed and the town became a borough, Pennypacker ran
for the office of burgess (mayor) and won the election. The
loser was Dr. S8amuel Whitaker, a brother of Pennypac-
ker's wife. The two doctors were in the same class at
medical school. Whereas Pennypacker came to Phoenixville
immediately after graduation, Whitaker at first kept an
office in the city. His grandniece, Phoebe Gilkyson, has
referred to him as ‘‘an esteemed Philadelphia physician.”’

In one of her newspaper columns Mrs. Gilkyson relates
the story that the young wife of Edgar Allan Poe was a
patient of Dr. Whitaker’'s. The famous author was in
straightened circumstances since the works that are now
American classics made very little money in the writer’'s
lifetime. Accordingly, when asked his fee, Dr. Whitaker
replied: ““Mr. Poe, | shall feel more than repaid if you will
give me a hand-written copy of The Bells.”” Seventy-five
years later the manuscript the doctor supposed had only
sentimental value was sold by his descendants for $32,000.

Phoenixville’s first drug store was opened by Isaac
Pennypacker on the North Side in 1843. Nearly a score of
years later a very imposing pharmacy appeared at Bridge
and Bank Streets. It was built by a prominent citizen and
three-times burgess of the Borough, Dr. Levi Oberholtzer.
A graduate of Freeland Seminary (now Ursinus College,)
Oberholtzer earned his medical degree at the University of
Pennsylvania in 1854. At the beginning of the Civil War he
was mustered into the Union Army as Assistant Surgeon in
the 132nd Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Dr. Oberholtzer was severely critical of certain army
procedures and said so in a series of letters that were
printed in The Weekly Phoenix. The matter came to the
attention of Gen. Joseph Hooker, commander of the army
of the Potomac, and Oberholtzer was dismissed by general
order in January, 1863. He lost his taste for the practice of
surgery, but continued very successfully as pharmacist
here, and for a time, in Philadelphia. The business later
became Brouse's Drug Store.

A number of Phoenixville physicians figured in the
calamitous train wreck of 1877 that occurred on the
Pickering Valley branch of the Reading Raiiroad. On the
day of the disaster, heavy rains had washed out an
embankment supporting the tracks a mile east of the
Kimberton station. Late in the afternoon of the fateful day
120 passengers in three coaches left the Phoenixville
station unaware of the death trap ahead of them. The cars
toppled off the collapsed section and eight were killed and
scores injured.

Though bruised an~ shaker 'he conductar found a horse
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and a wrecking train took them, along with nurses and
about fifty volunteer helpers, to the accident scene. Dr.
Robert Griftith, of Kimberton, was the first to render aid.
Phoenixville physicians were Drs. Reinard Keelor, Alban
Williams, Harman Yerkes, William Porter, and Liverus
Hawley. Since there was no nearby hospital the Masonic
Hall was turned into a temporary refuge. The brakeman,
who was the most seriously injured, was sent to
Philadelphia, but did not survive.

Medical science had made great strides by the turn of
the century. After 1850 anesthetics and antiseptics were
available for surgery. X-rays came in 1895, radium in 1898.
Public health experts learned to safeguard water, and after
Louis Pasteur’s studies, to pasteurize milk. We had insulin
in 1921, sulfa-penicillin in 1928, knowledge of viruses in
the 1930s; cortisone, 1949; and many additional discoveries
in recent years.

Slow in coming were safety measures for the working
man. The iron company gained an unenviable reputation

' for its high accident rate, and difficulties and delays

v

attendant on transporting the injured to Philadelphia by
train pointed up the need for a local hospital. The lodge

Convalescent
World War 11
Soldier
Drawn by

Lyle Justis

house of a fraternal order, Knights of the Golden Eagle,
was equipped and opened for this purpose in 1893, and
later, in 1900. the hospital was moved into a newly erected
stone sturcture on Nutt Road. From this small beginning
emerged a medical facility that has been rebuilt and
enlarged into today's five-story-high, 175-bed, tharoughly
modern institution.

Doctors on the staff of the new hospital were Charles F.
Doran, a graduate of Jefferson, and Willis Smith from the
University of Pittsburgh Medical School. Dr. Samuel
Rulon. University of Pennsylvania, served families of the
Borough for 57 years (1909-19€6.)

A second institution in the Phoenixville area in modern
times was the Valley Forge General Hospital built in 1942
to receive the wounded soldiers of World War II. It
accommodated 2.000, had a total hospital population of
3.000. and attracted to Phoenixville the finest medical
professionals in the country. Both of these hospitals had an
impact- “on the town, and have inspired tremendous
community support.

The doctors who treated our ancestors would be proud of
present day physicians and the progress they are making.
At the start of the century a person at birth had a life
expectancy of only 47 years. For today's infants, the figure
is over 75 years.

Information for this article was obtained from Richard L.
Blanco's Physician of the Americar Revoiution: Jenathan
Fo:ts. Garland STPM Press. N.Y.. 1979



In Our Mailbox

Editor’s Note: Our Society receives letters from many
parts of the country written by people seeking information
about ancestors who once lived here. Laura Robb,
archivist, is often able to track down the wanted person.
Her experiences in so doing make interesting stories which
we shall relate in this and future issues.

A few years ago a letter was received from a Mrs.
Wilson of LaHabra, Cal. Her father, Jacob Wall, had been
proprietor of the old Phoenix Hotel that stood at the corner
of Main and Bridge Streets. ‘‘Jake,’”’ his wife, and their
two daughters, Kathryn and Helen, lived in an apartment
in the hotel building.

Mrs. Wilson, formerly Kathryn Wall, had many
treasured memories of her childhood in Phoenixville, and

she and Laura exchanged a number of letters. Later, the.

elderly woman became incapacitated and was unable to
write, but her daughter, Kay Upham, continued the
correspondence. The Wall descendants sent us studio
photographs of family members and a scrapbook kept by
Jake which contains material about harness racing in our
area.

The Society maintains files on old Phoenixville families,
and Laura amassed quite a bit of information about the
Walls. She was therefore fully prepared to answer an
inquiry in The Evening Phoenix from a Mrs. Young of
Newport News, Va. This lady was also a descendant of
Jacob Wall, being a child of his other daughter, Helen.

Laura sent a letter to the Virginia address and the
following spring Helen Young and her husband visited
Phoenixville. The couple examined the Wall File in Society
headquarters. As it turned out, the Youngs were not
acquainted with either Kathryn Wall Wilson, or her
daughter, Kay Upham. Many years ago Jacob Wall's
daughters had a falling-out, and their families lostntouch
with each other. Laura gave Mrs. Young the address of the
Califarnia branch of her family, and learned not long
afterwards that the cousins were corresponding.

When old Mrs. Wilson died, her daughter brought her
ashes back to Phoenixville for burial next to Jacob Wall in
Morris cemetery. At this time Laura had her first meeting
with her pen-friend from across the country.

Newspapers containing accounts of the recent Wall Block
fire were mailed to these descendants since the building

that went up in flames had been erected by Jacocb Wall
and his father, William. The following reply came from
Helen Young:

“‘Dear Mrs. Robb: It is most kind of you to inform me of
the fire which destroyed the Wall Block, a tragedy. | do
feel sorry for the many injured and those now without a
home. Yes, | am glad that | saw it before this happened.

““You have brought so much happiness to my family.
We, my brother and |, saw our cousin, Kay Upham, her
husband and daughter, at Christmas time in California.
What a joy to have found such close family — all because
of you. We are most grateful.”

In the next issue: a letter from Winnipeg,
concerning a Phoenixville child who,
kidnapped by gypsies.

Library Special

A special exhibit of works by local authors, set up at the
Phoenixville Public Library last spring, included these two
books: Foreign Letters, by Esther Griffin Leggett and One
Hundred Years of Methodism in Phoenixville, by C.
Howard Peters.

. Who, exactly, were these authors? No one seemed to
know until Lois Donovan found the answer during a visit to
the Chester County Historical Society at West Chester.

Miss Leggett was a niece of John Griffen, general
superintendent of Phoenix Iron Company. She was a native
of New York State who moved to Phoenixville and
conducted a private school on Main Street. A great
traveler, Miss Leggett wrote some very interesting letters
about her experiences in Japan and other distant lands
that, after her death, were collected and published.

C. Howard Peters arrived in town in the 1870s. During
his first six months he was teacher in a private school, and
at the same time wrote a book. When school let out for the
summer vacation, he took a temporary job at Phoenix Iron
Company. Peters never returned to teaching and writing.
Instead he worked at the iron company for forty-five years
until retirement. The stm}dﬁ]old man lived to be 90 years

Canada,
long ago, was

old. His daughter, Miss Hfth Peters, was librarian of the
Methodist Church and - al
Library.

of the Phoenixville Public

Annals? for Sale

Annals of Phoenixville and Its Vicinity, by Samuel
Whitaker Pennypacker, is available at Society headquart-
ers.

This is the Rededication Edition of one thousand copies
printed in 1976 by the Phoenixville Area Bicentennial

Committee. _\N\VI,!/<ﬂ

The price is Ve ‘%HN—L =\

Historical Society

Of the Phoenixville Area
P.0O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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