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December Meeting

The quarterly meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, December 13, in Society headquarters at Main
and Bridge Streets.

The speaker will be Dorothy Lang of Old Eagle Studios,

237 Bridge Street. Ms. Lang, a potter, has a workshop and
retail shop at this address as well as a small museum. For
the past four and a half years she has been making
reproductions of early American and early English pottery,
plus designs of her own done in the style of old potters.
Members are invited to bring pieces of their own to the
meeting for examination and discussion.

Calendar Sales

The engagement calendar for 1990 contains thirteen
Phoenixville historic landmarks drawn by local artists, Jack
Shenkie and Ray Keim. The price is $6.00. If ordering by
mail, please add $1.50 to cover tax and postage.

Shops and businesses cooperating with this HSPA fund
raiser are: The Book Bin, Chester Springs Library, Cricket
Shop, David M. Frees Insurance, Gateway Pharmacy,
Kimber Hall, McFadden's Men’s Shop, The Printing Post,
J. Puleo & Sons Realtors, and Seacrist Phoenix News
Agency.

A Living Museum

State Senator Earl M. Baker was the principal speaker at
the Society’s banquet meeting last September. Jane L.S.
Davidson also addressed the gathering. The Senator
entertained with a slide presentation of Chester County
landmarks. The vast number of our histaric sites, he noted,
make the county a virtual living museum. Many events
that took place locally have affected the development of the
whole nation.

Running through a sampling of his photos, there was the
Welkinweir farm, Yellow Springs village, Waynesboro —
the restored home of Gen. Anthony Wayne, Springton
Manor estate, Gunkle's Mill, the Kennedy covered bridge,
General Warren tavern, and many more.

Senator Baker was county commissioner for twelve
years. During that time a special preservation office was
established, and Jane L.S. Davidson was the first to hold
the position of preservation officer. In addition to the
registration of sites, dedicated workers have kept 'intact
and readied for public use what many consider the finest
archives in the country.

Our speaker of the evening termed Davidson a real

professional who has devoted her whole life to the career.
She is presently a nominee for the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, an independent organization on the
federal level. One of her many successful endeavors was
the registration of Phoenixville's Historic District which is
the second largest in southeastern Pennsylvania.

When the preservation officer arose to speak, she talked
to her audience like an old friend, and particularly
commended Society members for the thousand or more
hours of volunteer labor that made the business area’s
historic designation possible. She also congratulated
Borough Council on the adoption of a new rezoning
ordinance that includes an Historical Architectural Review
Board. Jane Davidson, like many others present, looks

forward to the eventual revitalization of downtown
Phoenixville.

Donation

Three reverse-painted glass panes from the old Church
Street school were donated by Eleanor Strohman in
memory of her brother, Jack Gable. The schoal once stood
next to the fire house, and Gable, a volunteer of Phoenix
Hose, Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1, obtained the attractive
pieces of art work befaore its demolition.

Membership Report

A cordial welcome to the following new members:

William Kunsch, Sr., Rebecca Manley, Frank Marcus,
Jennifer L. Shostak, Executive Director of Chamber of
Commerce; and Mr. and Mrs. William Webb.

With regret we report the deaths of these members:

Laurette Berger, Esther M. Detwiler, A. Shirley Keenan,
Donald W. Shaw, and Arthur Sturges, charter member.

The category, Friends of HSPA, includes Mr. and Mrs.
Nicholas Alfieri, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Byrne, Jr., Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur A. Deery, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Gould,
Adm. Joseph F. Jelley, Mrs. Thomas McAvoy, Jr., Mrs.
Frances Pernet, Jennifer L. Shostak, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Thorpe, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Unger, Miss S. Elizabeth
Wilson.

Belonging to the category, Contributors: Phoenixville
Federal Savings and Loan Association.

Wednesday Volunteers: Volunteers who work one day a
week for the Society are Peg Trunk, Laura Robb, Lois
Donovan, Mary Rabben, Ruth Ann Maxfield, and Virginia
Sullivan.
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CHARLES M. WHEATLEY
Drawing by Jack Shenkle

Charles M. Wheatley, a young mining engineer, arrived
in our area in the spring of 1849, directed here by a firm of
metal brokers based in New York City. Wheatley had
recently served as manager of a copper mine the metal
brokers owned in Bristol, Ct., and had turned the
enterprise intc a paying proposition. They expected him to
do the same for two lead mines they had purchased a year
earlier in Montgomery County, Pa.

The whole area of Montgomery and Chester Counties
that surrounds the Schuylkill River and its tributary creeks,
the Perkiomen and the Pickering, had been marked out by
the early settlers for its rich deposits of valuable ores.
Through the years sporadic mining took place. North of the
river, copper was found as a secondary ore in the lead
veins, and south of the river, silver occurred with the lead.
To the great disappointment of miners, silver was in
insufficient quantity to warrant the expense of recovery.
Zinc, also present, was discarded because early operators
had no means of smeiting it.

When Wheatley assumed control of the Perkiomen and
the Ecton mines in Montgomery County, he was 27 years
old and so energetic by nature he was called ‘‘Steamboat.”
Steam was replacing sails at the time and people admired
its constant power as compared to the fickleness of the
wind. Wheatley was pleased to adopt the nickname and in
certain correspondence would draw a little boat alongside
his signature.

The bright young man had come with his parents to the
United States from London, England, and the family
settled in New York. The well-to-do father failed in
business causing little Charles to enter the hardware trade
when anly 13 years old. The boy would work by day. and
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in the evening indulge his scientific interests by studying
geology and mineralogy. At age 24 young Wheatley’s mind
turned to mining, and a patron sent him to manage a mine
owned by Bristol Copper Company. He soon discovered his
book learning was not enough, so he put on miners’
clothes and descended into the earth, ignoring the hostility
of the regular miners. At length he gained the necessary
knowledge, and also the respect of the men, and remained
in Connecticut for two years before he was asked to go to
Pennsylvania.

The mines now under Wheatley’s management were
near Shannonsville, a village since renamed Audubon. The
new engineer, still a bachelor, found lodging at Mill
Grove, once the home of the famous artist-naturalist John
James Audubon. In 1849 it was owned by Samuel
Wetherill, who discovered in the region the lead needed to
make Wetherill paints. Wheatley did not give up his
interest in copper, and was at this same time president of
the Chemical Copper Company, whose refinery was in the
vicinity of New York, probably at Jersey City, N.J. The
lead business on which he was embarking had its ups and
downs, rarely making much profit except in wartime,
whereas copper provided a steady income.

A year after Wheatley took charge, the New York
owners merged the two Montgomery County mines into a
company called the Perkiomen Consolidated Mining
Company. George Cadwalader, of Philadelphia, was
president of the Board of Directors. Perkiomen Consolida-
ted owned mineral rights in fee to 150 acres, and in
addition, leases on nearly a thousand acres. Three hundred
men were employed under Joseph Vivian, mine captain.
Most of them, including the captain, came from Cornwall,
England. Mining was a science in that part of Great
Britain and skills were passed down through the
generations. The Cornishmen lived in rows of frame
houses erected at Shannonsville especially for their use.
They needed all their inherited skills as shafts of the two
mines penetrated 300 feet into the earth. One had five,
and the other had four levels. Dewatering was accom-
plished with Cornish pumping engines.

Since he had developed a lifelong interest in geology,
Charles Wheatley was very soon making exploratory
journeys over the territory surrounding his new home. Just
south of Phoenixville, in Chester County, he rediscovered
the seam of silver-lead first found by Charles Pickering in
1683. Pickering, it will be remembered, sailed to
Pennsylvania with his friend, William Penn, the founding
father. Believing there was underground treasure in this
part of Pennsylvania, he purchased from Penn over five
thousand acres, thereafter referred to in county records as
‘‘the Pickering, or Mine Hole tract.”’” Samples of the ore
were sent back to England for analysis. Whatever results
Pickering - received, he never made known, but further
mining was abandoned.

Wheatley, like Pickering, was excited at the discovery of
ores, and he, too, was anxious to buy mining land. He
leased, and later purchased, forty acres of the John
Williams' farm on White Horse Road, south of Creek
Road. Unable by himself to finance a mining operation, he
turned tc his employers in New York City, and a Chester

County pany was organized called "The Wheatley
Mining Comeany.” with Charles Wheatley manager.
5 {Continued on Page 3}
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By this action, occurring only two years after the great
California Gold Rush, there was set off in Phoenixville a
mini gold rush. Fortune hunters eagerly sought under-
ground treasure, and nine more lead mines were opened in
ichuylkill and Charlestown Township. Wheatley, himself,
opened three of them for three separate companies. They
were on the same ore vein as the Wheatley mine, and
were named the Sanderson, Brookdale and Phoenix mines.
Hired as manager for all the new mines, Wheatley, in
1852, resigned from Perkiomen Consolidated Mining
Company and exerted all his efforts in Chester County.

A change of lodging was necessary and the mine
manager moved out of Mill Grove and into The Knoll, a
mansion that stood until recent times on the south side of
Nutt Road, east of Main Street. The house had been built
in 1814 for the brothers, Cadwalader and Benjamin Morris
and their wives, and was now owned by Cadwalader's

granddaughter, Ann Morris Milligan, and her husband,

Samuel.

Two important events in Wheatley's life occurred at The
Knoll. In 1853 he found a seam of copper ore running
through the property, and five years later he ended his

bachelorhood at age 36 by marrying the Milligan’s .

daughter, Martha. The wedding took place in the stately
old mansion, and Charles Wheatley lived there the
remainder of his life.

The Knoll was built on an oblong tract containing 475
acres. It extended from the Schuylkill River to Pot House
Road, and was bounded on the east by White Horse Road
and on the west by Main and Manavon Streets. Nutt Road
almost bisected the property. There was an even older
mansion on the north half of the tract called Hazell-Lea.
This portion had been willed to Martha Wheatley’s sister,
Hannah, and after his marriage Wheatley purchased it
from her.

The copper mine at The Knoll received the name
“*Morris Mine.”’ It was the only one in the region whose
principal ore was copper and the vein was substantial,
varying from eighteen inches to four feet. A firm called the
Keystone Mining Company furnished financial backing,
and Wheatley was manager. Shafts of the Morris Mine
penetrated to a depth of 420 feet with two drifts, or
horizontal passageways, of 400 and 600 feet.

In 1855 the four lead mines in the Wheatley group were
consolidated into one company, the Pennsylvania Lead
Company, so as to concentrate labors at one central and
favorable point and avoid the expense of duplicate engines
and other constructions.

Early in his lead ventures Wheatley sought the advice of
other experts. A Philadelphia chemical laboratory assayed
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samples of ore for silver content, but found very little of
the precious metal. Henry D. Rogers, state geologist,
reported favorably on the proportion of productive leac
ores in the veins. Most intriguing of all documentation was
an eyewitness account of actual working conditions writter
by L. Turnbull, M.D., and published in the Journal of the
Franklin Institute.

Dr. Turnbull visited the scene in 1854 and stated in hi
report that every spring of water in the vicinity of the
mines had entirely dried up and even the Railroac
Company’s supply of water had failed. He said it was :
serious evil for a farmer to find his spring house was nt
longer fitted for the storage of milk, cream and butter. Ths
miners, he noted, were paid thirty to thirty-five dollars :
month. He heard one miner complain of poor ventilation ir
the mine. His lamp or candle would not burn well and he
had to come up after each blast because of the smoke
Another miner, who was washing ores in a buddle, said h«
had done this work in Cornwall, and his father before him
starting at the age of eight years.

At the Wheatley mine Turnbull saw a horse and capstar
arrangement hoist the ore, and a bucket water wheel drive
two large iron wheels to crush it. At Charlestown, there
was a low pressure condensing engine of 60 H.P. that kep:
the mine free of water and also set a crushing machine
in operation. The Morris mine had started with a stearr
engine too small to dewater the mine and was installing ¢
larger one of 180 H.P. with a fly wheel 25 feet in diameter.

The mines had made a promising start; then in a few
years they ran into serious difficulties. Irate property
owners brought suit against the owners because of failure
of wells and springs in the general area. A grave blow was
dealt the Pennsylvania Lead Company when the Cour
awarded a large sum of money to Jacob Baugh, leathe
maker, whose tannery operations were halted by the
drying up of his usual water supply. One after anothe
mining companies declared bankruptcy. By 1857 all the
properties had been disposed of through sheriff’s sale. The
majority of them, along with mining rights, were bid in by
a speculator, Thomas Saurman, who allowed them tc
remain idle for nearly a decade.

During the next period of years Wheatley’s sole busines:
concern was the New York-area copper refinery. The
letterhead on his business stationery read as follows: THE
CHEMICAL COPPER COMPANY C.M. Wheatley.
President Waiter Church, General Superintendent,
Organized January 1, 1850. Wheatley had been shipping
ores from the Morris mine to help supply this refinery. He
now set out to find other sources.

The dumps of the old Ecton and Perkiomen lead mines

(Continued on Page 4)
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of Montgomery County contained large amounts of
discarded copper ores. Wheatley formed an agreement
with Thomas Saurman that allowed him to reclaim copper
ores from the dumps as well as take copper from the
sections of the mines that were above the water table. The
supply lasted until 1868, after which he went further afield
in search of copper.

Iron mines existed in Chester and Montgomery, and the
neighboring counties of Berks and Lebanon. Many had
been worked since the early 1700s to supply Pennsylivan-
ia’s first iron furnaces. Since copper was a secondary ore
in these surface mines, Wheatley leased a number of
them, with the terms of the various leases often limiting
his use of machinery to times when it was not employed in
taking out iron. All iron ore separated from the copper was
deemed the property of the iron companies. Phoenix Iron
Company owned rights in some of these mines and was a
party in the legal agreements.

Everyday family and social life in the Wheatley
household was equally as eventful as his business life.
Charles and Martha Wheatley has three daughters and the
youngest, Frances, was a childhood companion of Fanny
Griffen, daughter of John Griffen, the iron company's
superintendent. That is why John Griffen’s granddaughter,
the late Miss Pennypacker, was christened ‘‘Frances
Wheatley Pennypacker.”” She was named for her mother’s
best friend.

Soon after taking over the reins at The Knoll Wheatley,
a distinctly city-bred person, rid the place of all
agricultural pursuits. An advertisement appeared in a
West Chester newspaper, the Village Record, announcing
the sale at public auction of stock and farming implements
from C. M. Wheatley’'s residence in Schuylkill Township.
Included in the sale were farm horses, 12 milk cows,
heifers, 2 yearling bulls, boar pig, sow, wagons, mowers,
reaper, fodder cutter, dairy fixtures, churn and butter tub,
and 18 acres of wheat in the ground.

What really interested Wheatley were the vast numbers
and varieties of exotic minerals associated with the
commercially valuable ores in his mines. He collected and
identified over 6,000 and shared specimens with other
scientists. The finest of these Phoenixville-area minerals
are now in museums, both in this country and abroad. The
avid mineralogist corresponded with collectors from many
distant places, and over the years many hundreds of them
paid visits to The Knoll.

Wheatley arranged a display in a department of the New
York Crystal Palace Exhibition of 1855. Besides minerals
he included plans of his mines and drawings of the
machinery. He showed suites of ores as they came from
the ground and as dressed for market. His specimens were
declared the finest ever obtained in lead mining,
unequaled by any in the cabinets of European museums.
The pleased exhibitor won the highest award, a silver
medal.

During the jaunts over the countryside near his home
Wheatley made two discoveries important to paleontolo-
gists. In North Phoenixville he came upon piles of rock that
had been removed twenty years previously during
construction of the three-eighths-mile-long Black Rock
tunnel of the Reading Railroad. Workmen had excavated
and blasted their way through extremely hard stone, now
known to be part of the middle beds of the Lockatong
formation. They piled the rocks at both ends of the tunnel
and at the tops of five vertical shafts. To Wheatley's
sducated eye the surfaces showed fossils of enormous age,
oelonging to the Triassic Period. Plant and vertebrate
‘emains were later examined by Dr. O. P. Hay of the U.S.
National Museum, and a full description of the find was
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THE KNOLL, by Jack Shenkle
published in the American Journal of Science and Arts
July 1861.

Another discovery of this kind was made in a fissure, o
cave, next to the Schuylkill River east of Phoenixville, eve,
since referred to as the Port Kennedy bone cave. Prof. E
D. Cope delivered a speech about investigations conductec
there before the American Philosophical Society in April of
1871. One of the specimens was determined to be :
previously unknown species and was named for the finder,
‘“Megalomyx Wheatley.”’

The master of The Knoll was proud of his collected
materials and on one occasion showed them off to the
townspeople of Phoenixville at a special party given in the
mansion. The Phoenixville Military Band was invited, and
entertained the guests with a concert. Wheatley had by
now attracted considerable attention in scientific circles,
and Yale College awarded him an honorary Master’s
degree.

The outbreak of the Civil War started a new mining era.
The emergency swept aside all previous obstacles. Lead
was needed for military purposes, and as supplies from
other sources dwindled, Wheatley bought back the group
of mines that bore his name from Edward Saurman, son of
the deceased Thomas Saurman. The deal included property
and mining rights, machinery, engines and buildings, and
was consummated for $100,000. It was then turned over to
a stock company, *“The New York and Boston Silver-Lead
Company,’” which accounts for this rather singular name in
Breou’s and Witmer's map books of 1873 and 1883.
Incidentally, the frame row houses along Creek Road
shown on maps are housing used by the Cornish miners.

Charles Wheatley, as might be expected, was superin-
tendent. In 1864 the prospects seemed rosy. An
announcement of the stock issue was made in the Village
Record. “‘The stocks of Argentiferous (silverbearing) lead
are looked on very favorably . . was the opening line. The
one hundred thousand shares offered for sale were
oversubscribed to the extent of 22,000.

Much was accomplished in the company’s first year.
After cleaning and repair work was completed the miners
brought up 500 pounds of dressed ore for every B6-foot
length of seam. Some zinc was also mined, and by this
date could be smelted in both Pennsylvania and New
Jersey plants. After four or five years, however, when the
price of lead declined, the mines were closed and did not
reopen until World War |. Tucked away in many a
Phoenixville attic are worthless stock certificates of defunct
lead companies.

Before the Civil War Wheatley and mine captain, Dendy
Sherwood, were among the backers of the new Bank of
{Continued on Page 5)
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Phoenixville. In post-war times Wheatley, always a large
contributor to patriotic causes, sponsored one of the initial
Phoenixville companies of the National Guard. It was
called ‘‘the Wheatley Cadets,”” and later became the

‘mous Company D of the Sixth Regiment.

In 1872 Phoenixville's chief mining figure fulfilled a
lifelong ambition. With a partner, Cornsih mine captain
James Harvey, he built a copper refinery on the Schuylkill
River end of The Knoll estate, close to canal and railaroad
transportation. Business stationery of the new plant was
headed: WHEATLEY & HARVEY — SCHUYLKILL
COPPER WORKS — Miners and Shippers of Copper, Lead
and Zinc Ores — Phoenixville, Pa.

Harvey resigned after a year, but the enterprise
flourished and the new smelter turned out top-grade ingot
copper. Fifteen thousand pounds were sold to the U.S
government for coins. Ores brought to the refinery for
extraction of the metal came from many distant points.
After a time some were being received from New Mexico
and Arizona.

Two years after the first smelter, the New York-based
Chemical Copper Company that Wheatley headed relocated
to Pennsylvania and built a second smelting plant
alongside the Schuylkill Copper Works. it was at this plant
that a newcomer, Dr. James D. Douglas, Jr. pioneered an
improved method of reduction that was destined to become
the standard all over the world. Dr. Douglas came from
Canada. His father, James Douglas, Sr. and T. Sterry
Hunt, also residing in Canada, had invented the process
that bore their names and was now to be used
experimentally in Phoenixville. Wheatley's new letterhead
was worded: THE CHEMICAL COPPER WORKS —
Copper Ore treated by Hunt-Douglas Process — C. M.

“heatley, president; James Douglas, Jr., General Superin-

adent, and the address was Phoenixville, Pa.

The younger Douglas did not live in Phoenixville a very
long time, but he made a decided impression and was
remembered for many years afterward. With wife and
children, he lived in a stone house on Railroad Street on
the north side of town. He wore a beard, had a gentle and
courteous manner, and like his friend Wheatley, had
scholarly tastes. Wheatley’s nickname was ‘‘Steamboat;’’
Douglas’s was ‘‘The Professor.”” He kept in his house a
collection of Egyptian mummies which all the townspeople
were invited to see, and on at least one occasion lectured
at New York’s Gopper Union, his subject being ‘‘Egyptian
Architecture and Obelisks.”’

During the five years he remained in Phoenixville,
Douglas improved and perfected the Hunt-Douglas
Process. In 1878 the Schuylkill Copper Works was swept
by fire. Then, in 1880, another misfortune. All of
Douglas’s efforts came to naught when the Chemical
Copper Works was burned to the ground. At this juncture
William Dodge, of Phelps, Dodge & Company, who had
arranged for Arizona ores to be smelted in Phoenixville,
induced Douglas to work for his company in Bisbee,
Arizona.

Dr. Douglas was 50 years old and his oldest son, 19,
when they left for the West. The Doctor became president
of a new mining company and developed it into one of the
largest and most successful mining and smelting opera-
tions in the world. With a fortune at his disposal the kindly
““ristian man became an international philanthropist and

iowed colleges and hospitals here and abroad. The son
followed his father in the copper business, but a grandson,
to Douglas's disappointment, studied law and chose a
political career.

Back in the East, Wheatley's copper venture ended in
failure even though the damaced refinery plant was rebuilt

after the fire. Wheatley had remained soivent and kept the
industry alive long after other eastern smelters had
succumbed to western competition. Now his health failed
as well as his finances.

May 6, 1882 Charles M. Wheatley died. Newspaper
obituaries testified to the high regard and enormous
respect he had earned in the community. His funeral was
conducted at The Knoll and Company D of the National
Guard (The Wheatley Cadets) escorted his body to the
railroad station for burial in New York City.

The Wheatley lead mine was reopened in the present
century during World War | by the Eastern Mining and
Milling Company; Constant Minieri, president. The old
shaft was retimbered. By August of 1919, five hundred
tons of ore were mined, and mining continued until 1920.
The neighboring Chester County mine was also dewatered
and developed and a small concentrating plant erected.
Silver, by the way, was measured at 7% troy ounces per

" ton of ore.
Extra supplies of lead were needed again during World
War II. The U.S. Bureau of Mines made eight

experimental diamond drill holes in the area, totaling 2820
feet. It is thought the holes could not have been well

- planned or located, and they were not surveyed to see if

they curved away from the planned direction, because this
time a mining project never materialized.

CHARLES M. WHESTLEY,
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A flurry of renewed interest in almost forgotten mines
and smelters swept over Phoenixville at the start of
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s fifth term. Local newspapers made
much of the story that the President had appointed Lewis
W. Douglas of Bisbee, Arizona, Ambassador to England.
Upon learning the news an older citizen, Miss Annie Buck
of 433 Vanderslice Street, told the Daily Republican that
she well remembered the ambassador’s grandfather and
the ten to twelve mummies he kept in his Railroad Street
home. Some who viewed them, she said, walked into the
house with camphor balls in their mouths, whether to ward
off evil spirits, prevent contagion, or counteract smells was
hard to say.

Little is left of the mines today though an old lead
smelter shack still stands back in the woods southwest of
Williams Corner. Just recently another reminder of the
past endeavor came to light. Geological consultants of a
housing developer uncovered west of Route 29 in
Charlestown Township an old mine shaft, 55 fest deep and
with an opening 30 feet in diameter. Joseph Varady,
Earth’s Corner jeweler, is our local authority on all events
relating to the mines and on identification of the very
beautiful area minerals.

Acknowledgements: Elizabeth Wheatley Bendiner, Dr.
Otis E. Young, Jr., Timothy T. Wilson of the Franklin
Institute, Beth K. Carroll-Horrock of the American
Philosophical Society, U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin 891,
F.F. Sharpless, ‘‘Copper, Chester County’s Important Role
in a War Necessity;”” F. Harold Evans’ ‘‘Highlights on the
Life of Charles M. Wheatley.™”
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In Our Mailbox

Editor’s Note: Our Society receives letters from many
parts of the country written by people in search of
information about their ancestors. Laura Robb, archivist, is
often able to help them.

An especially valued inquiry in Laura’'s mailbox was one
that led to an exchange of information about ‘‘Scape
Level,” a locale in the Borough now entirely abandoned.
Joseph Ganster of Birmingham, Ala., wrote to HSPA about
a visit he made to Phoenixville. He said he looked for, but
failed to find, the home of his grandfather, William A.
Ganster. The older man had occupied a house on Canal
Street between 1862, when he received a medical
discharge from the Union Army, and 1894, the date of his
death.

Canal Street on 19th century maps parallels the Chester
County Canal. This short section of waterway ran between
Black Rock Dam and the north side of French Creek and
provided power for industries in North Phoenixville. The
old dirt road extended from a dead end at the Reading
Railroad tracks to Freemont Street. Nine houses on the
upper side of the road had fenced gardens on the lower
side, between the road and the water. The families lived in
a sort of splendid isolation not far from the eastern end of
the Black Rock railroad tunnel.

Tradition tells us the dwellings were first occupied by
the Irishmen brought here because their superior strength
was needed to excavate the tunnel, afterwards by
immigrant Italians, and later still by Blacks. The names on
early property maps are H. Kratz, William Hawkins, S.
Barsley, Henry McGuckian, William Ganster, James
Hughes, Pat Coyne, Daniel Forden, and J. Finnegan.

The buildings at length were vacated. They deteriorated
and were demolished. Nothing now remains except vine
and weed covered foundations and a mere trace,of the
former road. Thanks to our southern friend, howe-v'er, we
now know the life story of at least one of the landowners.

William Ganster, when a child, moved from Germany to
the United States and his family settled in Reading, Pa. He
served in the Penna. 77th Regiment Infantry and lost a leg
at the Battle of Stones River, Tenn. Ganster married Mary
High of Reading and they raised six children at Scape
Level. The war vet was employed by the Reading Railroad
and operated the signal tower and telegraphy equipment

east of Black Rock Tunnel.

Laura sent Joseph Ganster a map old enough to show
Canal Street, and much other useful information. Included
were copies of contributions made in later life by two of
the Ganster children to the 1906 and 1907 Phoenixville
High School Alumni magazines. Rose Ganster graduated
from school in 1884 and her brother, Maurice, in 1895.

Ganster sent us snapshots his grandfather had taken of
the Canal Street house and garden, and the gentleman’s
portrait; also 8 x 10 inch enlarged photos of four early
locomotives standing in the depot at Phoenixville.

Why was Canal Street called Scape Level? Some believe
it was an escape route for liberty-seeking slaves. Others
think the word was actually ‘‘scrape’’ level, and the term
describes the cut-and-fill recontouring of the land that
made a flat place for the houses. Does any reader have
another explanation?

Taken From ‘30,000 Acres’

‘'30,000 Acres,”’ Estelle Cremers’ new book about
neighboring townships, has the following account of
Phoenixville's early hostelries.

John Morgan, builder of the General Pike Hotel, applied

. for a tavern license in 1812. Thomas Mason, innkeeper at

Fountain Inn, made immediate and strong remonstrance,
claiming another tavern so close to his own would hurt his
business. Mason’s action forced Morgan to reapply, and
this time he had additional recommendation. Notable
amongst those who signed his petition were Matthias,
Joseph, Nathan and Jacob Pennypacker, sons and
grandsons of the Mennonite bishop. Both Mason and
Morgan were licensed. )

30,000 Acres’’ may be purchased at the office of
Cremers, Morris & Greenwood, 706 Main Street, or by
calling Mrs. Cremers at 469-6977.
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The Museum is open first Sundays of the month from 1
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