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"A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

SIXTH YEAR OPENS WITH DINNER MEETING

The Phoenixville Area Historical Society's first fall meeting in September
will mark the beginning of our organization’s sixth year.

The meeting September 22, will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Dellaguila’s Conti-
nental Room , Bridge Street, Phoeniwille,

Dinner Committee

Fally Croft, chairwoman, is working with Mellie Berger
and Ethel McCabe te make our dinner meeting a
marvalous event for your memory book.,

A soclal hour will be held from 6:30 te 7:30 p.m, [cash
bar)

Dinmer tickets may be purchased at Crofi's Stationery on
Main Streel or at David M. Frees Insurance on Gay Stroal.
The price of the dinner is $10.00 ($9.00 for senior citizens,)

Send Banquet Checks

The Banguel Commitiee asks your
ceoparation in making dinner reservatlons
by September 16, Please make checks
payable to:Banquel. Cost (s $10.00, $9.00
for senior citizens. Mail to H5PA, Box 552,
Phoenixville, PA 18460,

Make-1t-Mail-It On Time

Memory plays monkeyshines on us. Our flscal year
starts in September so why not send your dues along with
your banquet money? Save our finance committes some
headaches. Family memberships are $5.00, individual
memberships $3.00, student/senior citizen membarships
$2.00, business memberships are $15.00.

September Dinner Speaker

Robart E. Carlson will be our spesker Seplember 22,
following what promises to be a delicious chicken dinner.

Carlgen has been on the stafi of West Chester State
College as a history professor since 1961, and was
designated "“Distinguished Professer’” in 1979,

Carlson i3 the chairman of the Chester County
Tricentennial Commitiee, and has recelved the Congres-
sional Medal of Merit for his excellent job,

He wrote Chestar Counly Bibllography in 1981, and his
new book, Index to Chester County Biegraphies, is due
late in 1982 ar early 1983,

Carlzon's probable title of his spesch is “The Maxt
Assignmant.”'

Thanks to George Wilkinson

The Historical Sociely does not dry up in the summer
heat. George Wilkinson, 13 Melvin Road, Phoenixville,
drove Bob Shaffmer, Dave Frees and Don Pernet to Chester
County Historical Society’s barn In Dilwoerthiown. They
hauled 13 glass cases in George's truck and you will see
them soon In owr museum. Owr musegm will gpen in
October (be prepared to volunteer on the first Sunday),
and the hours during the following months will ba 1 to 4
p.m. Spe George Kulp aboul volunteering your services.

You'll enjoy mesting old friends and new. and you'll
gain an appreciation of Phoenixville's unique coniributions
to Its own history and that of the surrounding area.



Sam Barkley, Sr.’s World War | Diary

"“War iz declared.'' Those three words made the tingles
run up and down more than one hackbone, The call of the
bugle and roll of drums, the clatier of horses’ steel shoas
on hard roads and ratile of heavy wheeals over cobblestones
seem to go with them, whether thay were really in
existence at the time or not,

But It waz not the noisy glamorous call | heard or saw on
that quiet spring morning of April 8, 1917...on May 29,

aboard ship, we were told to keep awake and be prepared -

far the "'to the boats!'' call, since we ware enlering the
Irish Sea, where s0 many boats were sunk. In the morning,
a number of sub-chasers, destrovers and what-nol met us
for a guard, They zig-zagged in and oul continually on the
guard far a sub, In the afterncon, | was laying on the deck
enjoying the sunshina, sound asleep when, booml...a gun
rlght mear me went off. | jumped up and ran for the rail to
see the sport and se did everyone else. Hardly a man ran
to the boats and rafts, as we were drilled to do. Mo one
wanted 1o miss the sport, and it WAS sport!

Strawberry Social
‘Berry’ Much Fun

by Carrie Madelelne

A most cooperalive weathar-wizard provided playiul
winds for our June 12 Strawberry Soclal, Alice Clivitello
came through with pounds of cocked beans and Margaret
Szabo took charge of the crafts-folk, who exhibited their
talents and wares on the lawn of HSPA headguariers.

Margarel demonsiraled counted cross-stitch embroidery,
and Charles and Sarah Cook of Parkersfor, ''the Cookies
who raise cans,”” demaonstrated Colonial cralls and caining.
Micki Fisher of Ephrata, quilted throughout the afternoon,

Dozens of members became better-acquainted while
working im the background. This reporter spofted Fran
Parnat, Pat Meklos, Janet Malin, George and Dattia Kulp
and Connie Bretz washing and culling strawberries, Of
course, Dave Freses, Jr. added to the fun by supplying
strawbarries thal arrived later than expected.

The grass had to ba mowed before the soclal, and some
loyal H3PAers chipped in for that chore, I'm not sure who
they were, but I'll guess Redger Rapp was involved.

The social was deemed a success as we nalled $450.

Oldest House?

by Connie Brefz

| became inlerested in a rumor that Mrs. Louls Papp
lived in the oldest house at 334 Third Avenue. | popped in
at 334 and saw the marker in back of the house clearly
showing “"1727.""

This pre-dates the Mumber 10 Main Street home, and If
Mrs. Papp wants to check with the Mational Reglster of
Historic Places, she should write to: Historic House
Azzociation of America, 1600 H Strest, N.W., Decatur
House, Washington, D.G, 20006 for information and forms.
There may also be a good tax break.

The howse should show significance in  American
Histary, and should be associated with an historic event or
parson.

Hall the ship opened fire, the sub-chasers and
destroyers put on full steam, and seamed 10 be averywhere
at once. A big zeppelin came oul to meet us and opened
fire. The sub-chasers, destroyers and what-not met us as a
guard. Some say they saw the sub...| didn't, but the
excitement was something new and we all gotl a thrill out
of it. We also got the dickens from owr officers, as well as
the crew, for not going te our raft or lifeboat and yelling,
“Glve them the other barrel,” and such stuff...

August 29: The guns have been barking off and on all
day and night, and have been Keeping me busy hadling
shells. Coming back from my morning trip, a plece of
something from an exploding shell nearby glanced off my
helmet and kept on going. The old tin hat, at least, saved
me from a scratch, Jerrie was out bombing agaln tonight...

{To be continued in next mewsletier. )

Chester County

Tri-Centennial
1682 - 1982

Mark Sullivan, the promimeni journalist, editor and
popular historian, was born September 10, 1874 near
Avaondale,

After attending the Mormal School in West Chester, he
started his newspaper career with the Phoenixville
Republican, of which he became °'half-owner, editor and
entire repartorial stafl. '’

Leaving after four years 1o complete his college course
and study law, Sullivan wrote for several magazines and
began a syndicated political column which appeared in
about 100 newspapers.

His six-volume history of Our Times introduced a new
style of historical writing and was a best seller,

L3 - -

One of the leading druggists in Phoanlsville for many
years, Or, Levi Oberholizer, was born October 27, 1832 in
Uwehlan Township, He studied medicine at the University
of Pennsylvania, and opened a drug store in Phoenixville
after graduation in 1855,

The following year, Oberhaolizer erected a powder mill
about three miles narth of Phoenixville far the manufacture
of gun powder, used in blasting. Transportation problems
forced him to give up the project in 1864,

Oberhaoltzer also served as mayor of Phoenixville for
three terms, and was a master of the local mascnic lodge.

Martha Maurer
Requests Information

Baltzer Maurer lived in the Coventry area in early 18005
= who were the children? If you know, contact:
Martha Maurer
P.0. Box 506
Chester Springs, PA 19425



Chester County Day Memories

Phoenlxville, 1981 — by Connie Breiz

(Ed. Mote: The following article was an assignment for
Chester County Day newspaper, 1982, but was bumped to
make room for advertising. Special thanks to Jane!l Ayres
and Bob Shaffner for their help in preparing copy.)

Phoenixville is an aold stesl town in northern Cheater
County whose history is a badge of pride to local residents.

Visits to the Phoenixville area on Chester County Day in
1981 stimulated the Phoenixville Area Historical Society
members, who were eager to talk about the majolica
collection of Dr, and Mrs. Harold Ayres, the Phoenixvllle
Museum displays and the Shafiner Alley home.

Windy breezes and splashes of sunshine added to the
glow of enthusiasm on the cheeks of antique-lovers as thay
stayed, more or less, on the plastic runners to view the
considerable attractions at the Ayres’ home on Main
Street,

Forget the majolica collection! As guests entered the
kitchen, they were amused and charmed by the floor tile,
which sported a dog as the center motif, Mrs. Ayres
arranged the tiles hersell, and, after viewing family
portraits that included two dogs and two cals, and learning
Dr, Ayres was a velerinarian, sppatites were whetted for
More surprises.

A cornar Colonial chair, Dr. Ayres explained, was
shaped thus “'so the ladies of long agoe, with their
voluminous skirts, could be comforiable while sitting. "

A Kentucky long rifle, invented and manufactured in
Lancasier, PA, captured comments from the menfolk, and
a tall, modernistic set of chess figures ower the arched
doorway leading o the valued majolica, puzzied visitors.
“What are they?'' was heard again and again.

The harvest iable, made of one plece of solid eherry,
recleved admiring glances, while most of the women ocohed
and aahed as they focused om the varied pieces of majolica
on the trestle-type table,

A red walnul Cueen Anne highboy garnered its fair
share of appreclative glances as it towered majestically in
the roam,

The museum &t Church and Main Streels served
reasonably-priced and delicious lunches. Many visitors
expressed relief and appreciation for food and restrooms
on their busy roule.

Old, clear photographs of yesterday's disasters, such as
a stranded Schuylkill River canal beat in 1918, and a
burning wooden bridge that eventually collapsed into the
river, brought history alive.

A piece of B-inch Phoenix column was a highlight of the
Irom Company exhibit. This hollow wrought iron  post

1982-83 Dues

Make cheeks pavable to: HSPA, Box 552
Phoenixvilla, PA 19460
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provided great strength even though it was light in weight,
and was fabricated rather than cast. The Borough of
Pnognixville was named for the Phoenix Iron Company,
which provided work for new European immigrants,

A map of 1888 gave the 500 visitors an idea of the
isolated farmland that was the beginning of the borough, A
marker stated that the British marched to their farthest
point, Phoenizville, September 21-23, 1777, during the
Revolutlonary War,

The guaint structure on Cobblestone Hill known as tha
Alley House, 125 Prospect Street, across from 51, Peler's
Epizcopal Church, aitracted 1,124 wvisitors from as far as
Qregon and Utah,

Tha home is now owned by Bob and Mary Shaliner, and
i5 a former cabinel shop, Trap doors on the second floor
were probably used te lower coffing made by the master
cabinet maker, Peter Deisher. It was not a residence until
the Shaffners' restoration in 1964, They began with anly 4
walls, and thelr photograph book reveals precise visual
stages of the work which resulted in the present Victorian
style home with Colonial decor that attracts camera bugs
and history bufis from all aver.

A workshop, atfached 1o the home, was a carriage house
of the Pottery Works that vyielded the world-famous
majolica, Adjoining the workshop is a room thal now
houses tin toys {including the famous wind-up Toonerville
Trolley), 11 Barnum and Bailey Circus posters and
assorted mechanical equipment.

The |oft above the workshop houses Pennsylvania
Railroad memorabilia, scenery and choo choos eirculaling
around 70O feet of 'O gauge track, This unscheduled,
bonus frip caused some worry to Bob Shaffner. As bary
released groups of five train emthosiasls at a time, Bob
worried that the loft wouwldn't support the added traffic.
The tour cama off without a hitch, but Bob instalied a
support beam shortly thereafter as a safety measure,
should fourists wish to make the trip again.

Among the photographs, dinner wiensils and an old,
wooden lron Company sign, an anonymous poem cauchl
thie attention of many, and alao cauvsed some chuckles:

“1 am not allowed o run the train,

The whistle | can't blow.

I am not allowed to say how far

the railroad cars can go.

I am not allowed to shut off steam,

nor even clang the bell.

But let it jump the goldarn track,

then see who catches hell!™”

If you ean be o host or bastess at the museum the

firs1 Sunday of sach month, 1-4, phone 9333240,



The Will of David Reeves - 1863

{Special thanks to Harold Berger for his patience. He
originally suggested excerpts from David Reeve's will be
printed in The Evening Phoanix in 1879, His suggestion
was not acted upon by the newspaper, so here it Is for
your enjoyment. Look for reprint excerpis In subsequent
newslatiars.)

A% 1o all my Estate real and personal | give and devise
the same as foliows:

First - | direct my Executors to pay all my debts.

Second - | bequeath unto my wife, Clara M. Reeves,
three hundred shares of the Capltal Stock of the
Cumberland Maill and Iron Company of the par value of
Fifty Dollars per share, also one hundred and fifty shares
of the Capital Stock of the Phoenix Iron Company of the
par value of Ona Hundren Daollars per share. Also aight
hundred ghares of the Cambria lron Company. Alsa, Ten
Thousand Dollars in money, Also as much of the househald

Baked Goods a Sweet Success

Special thanks to all members and friends of H5PA who
contributed to the baked goods table at our Jume 12
Strawberry Social. It was a great succass!

Fall Opening

Den't miss the grand opening of the museum on October
3, 1262, Please note changes, improvements and general

clean-up.
Do You Have an 1897
Street Directory?

Alfred and Miriam Clegg have & charming Strest
Diractory of Phoenixville, 1897. This directory lisls the
occupations of each resident and carries local advertise-
menis within the directory. It would be an asset if our
museum could acquire such a directory.

furniture and plate in the houwse as she may choose fo fake
for her own use. These legacies ara to be taken in lieu and
satisfaction of Dower and all other claims on my Estate
real or personal.

Third - | give and devise unte my son, Samuel J.
Reeves, his heirs and assigns, all that my Mansion house
and farm situate at or near Phoenixville, Chester County,
Pannsylvania, being all the Real Estaie there situate, the
title whereof is vested In me, excepling so much of said
land-as | shall by this will advise to one of my daughters. |
also give and begueath to my said Son all the furniture of
the said house and the plate in use there not taken by my
wife for herself under the second clause of this will, and
also all live stock, horses, carriages, wagons and vehicles,
harmess, green or hothouss and other plamis, fools and all
other personal property used In or abowl the said house
and farm.

| Help! Toonerville Trolley Trauma

We are stlll looking for the actual trolley that was
photographed at William's Corner in the Phoanizville area.
Some folk belleve it was scrapped for WW |l needs.
Soma dighards beliave it still exists, perhaps in a mussum.
The latest Information we have aboul Betzwood
Toonerville Trolley movies is an address:
Mr, Charles Tarbox
Film Classics Exchanga
P.0, Box 77568
Dockwailar Station
Los Angeles, CA 90007
Bette Banjack |3 researching this information. Alsg, a
naw source of trolley info was wunearthed after a vislt to
Strasberg, PA, but yielded no clues:
Wilaon Brothars
P.0O. 712
Yakima, WA SB50T

Historical Society
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