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“A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

and Loan and borough hall,

Our Society's next meeting is June 3, and will be heh:l at headquarters, Main and Church
Streets at 7:30 P.M, Free parking is available it Soltheast National Bank, Federal Savings

Jim Gere to Speak
at June Meeting

Jim Gere, 1222 Township Line Reoad, will be our
speaker, June 9, and will talk about ''Ethnic Phosnixville.™

Our speaker is a lifelong resident of Phoenixville, a
former student of Framklin and Marshall College, and is
marriad to the formar Mary Millar.

Jim is a member of the Parkaide Lnited Church of Ghrist
in Phoenixville, and is the only living past president of the
Phoenixvllle YMCA located on the Bridge Streat site. He
gserved on the board of diractors with the late Phoebe
Gilkyson, Daily Republican columnist and writer.

Our speaker's hobby is reading and taping the
Hungarian language. "'It's like living In another world,
reading in another language. |n English there ara 50 many
waords taken from other languages. | enjoy the musicality
of tha Magyar language."'

Jim has quite a collection of Hungarian folk song records
and should prove to be a very interesting speaker,

Flea Market
Fun and Work

Two work nights preceeded the actual flea market, April
24, at headquarters. There was a lot of moving, cleaning,
joking and commenting on the various good junk recelved
and sold, The food was dellclous, and appreciative
commants breered through the air. A tolal of 5700 was
reallzed. The following members jolned in as the working
force: Jog Ash, Joanne Brown, Polly Croft, Dave Frees,

Jr., Ruth Hartman, Dottie Kulp, George Kulp, Janet

Malin, Pam Mitchell, Rodgaer Rapp, Laura Robb, Margaret
%zabo, Bob Shaffnar, George Trunk, Peg Trunk and Betsy
Williams.

Speakers’ Bureau

Many of our members have bgen speaking to community
grouwps in and out of town, The subjects range from bells,
the Iron Company, Indians of the Fhosnixville area to
covered bridges and other subjects. Members include
Connia Brelz, David Frees, Jr., Charles Irey, John Morris
and Bob Shaffner. Mo doubt thera are other mambear!
speakers hiding undar cover. Please declare your speaking
engagements and sublects by phoning 833-DB60. Same-
timas the publicity coverage on memberispeakers is zlleh
and our membership would enjoy knowing when and where
you are speaking - ok?

Enclosed is & thumbnail
Freas, Jr.'s speach:

“Williem Penn onee owned the tract of land which is
now Phoenixville. Indians lived in the vicinity for many
years. A nall factory was built in Phoenixville in 1700, and
in September, 1778, tha British crossed tha Schuylkill
River al Phoenixville. & canal was later bullt for transpor-
tation."'

Dave showed a pholo album of the Civie War that
included many pictures of Phoanixville.

“sketoh’ or summary of Dave

Welcome,
Welcome Spring!




Drew Pearson’s

Excarpts from Drew Pearson's book published by
Doubleday, 1936

[Ed. Nole: 3ee comment elsewhere in this publication re:
Justica O.J. Roberis]

Although theay enjoy Washington, tha entire Roberts
famlly can hardly wail wntil spring 1o get up to thair farm
In Chester County, Pennsylvania. Here, just outside
Phoenixville and about twenty miles from Philadelphia,
Roberts has combined ziz small farms inte one estate of
G650 acres. He calls it "“Bryn-Coed"' which is Walsh for
“wooded Top of the Hill,' and it is his pride and joy.

Most of the farm Roberts leases o a regular farming
corperation, but one sectlon he operates himself as a dairy
farm and takes great pleasure in doing it. He has a larga,
rambling two-story house, half of it dating back to the*
early eighteen-hundreds and the other portion being a
brownstone addition which he buill. It is screaned by a row
of tall firs and sits at the head of a lane of apple trees.
There is also a small modern graanhuus&, whare thea
Roberts gardener specializes in Mrs. Roberts' favorite
flowers, |llles and carnations. During the wintar, shipments
of the bloome are sent reguiarly to the Georgetown Tiouse,’
causing Mrs. Roberis’” stunning pink, red and white
carnation centerpleces to be the envy of her friands,

Roberts operates his large estate on a strictly business
basis. He makes dally milk dellveries to a dairy, raizas all
hiz own feed, vegetables and fruit, including apricots, and
iwo years ago when he had some extra bales of zlfalfa,
sold them when the price was up. The Justice |5 proud of
hils produce, and all weekend visitors are sure o go away
with their car overflowing with vegetables. Roberts also is
proud of his dalry herd and (i3 equipment, which is the
best Im the nelghborhood, He has thirty registered
Guernseys, housed in a new 35,000 barn. He used to seall
his milk in Phoenlxville but, learning that a company in
Montclalre, across the Schuylkill River, was paying betler
prices, he transferred to it. Roberts used to raise pigs, but
gave It up in 1834, though not becauwse of the AAA
baby-pig program. He has never subscribad to the AsA
crap-curtaliment thesis,

When he was younger, Roberts did considerable
ganoeing and fishing, but since going an the bench has
dene little of either, even selling a Pocono Mountain camp
he onge owned. Onece an enthusiastic horseman, Robarts
has anjoyad little of that form of exercise since “*3nooks,”
his favorite nine-year-old single-footer, fell with him
several years ago and broke his arm. Roberts still has
“Snosks’” but rides infrequently. His chlef exercise now
comes In the summer, during which the Justice, clad in
khaki breeches and old shoes, helps with the lighter work
of his farm. He wsed to rise at an hour rlvaling that of any
farmer, but in recent years has grown mare consarvative.

The Justice affects no squiraly airs and s popular with
his neighbors, frequently driving his own battered station
wagan to Phoenixville, where he attracls no special
attention. In fact, many of the townspeople dom'i know
who he is. That Included James Quinn, circulation
manager of the Phoenixville Republican, who got off a
{raln one aftermoon and, noticing a tall man in worn
workelothes climbing into a car, asked for a lift. His
request was granted and on the way Quinn quizzed his
driver about crops and farming eondltlons and got all the
answers. At his office, Quinn thanked the farmer, and il
was nol until he got inside, and was asked by members of
hiz staff how long he had known Roberts, thal he _I-;-.ga[ni;f
who he was.

‘Nine Old Men’

The Robertses patronize a chain-stare grocery on Bridge
Street, the “'main street’” of Phoenixville. It operates on a
strictly cash-and-carry basis, bul through special arrange-
ment with the New York offica, the Justice has a charge
account—the only one in the place. Once or iwice &
summer he drops in at Martin & RMariins, leading men's
clothing store, and stocks up on personal necessities. He
never asks the price of an article, merely orders it.

On his trips o Phoenixville, Boberts freguently drops in
at the principal drugstore to buy tobacco. Usuvally he
smokes a pipe, but cne of the clerks cnee perswaded him
to buy some cigars—ian-cenlers called "“Walnuts "'

“That was the line ws were pushing,”” the clerk
explained, 'l asked Mr. Roberiz how about some Gigara.
He just says "Give me a clgar,’ and as we're trying to zall
this kind, that's what he got. He's a push-over, really, for
a salesman who is trying."”

Whan Robarts comes to town alone he often drapes him-
self against & mailbox and chals about crops and prices
with passarshy who know him. Ogcasionzlly, on these irips
he remains over for supper at the Bridge Street Eating
House, & Greek restaurant run by John Sotier. I isn’t the
bast placa in town, bul It Is quist and clean, with a while-
tile counter down one side and booths on the other.
Robarts invariably has a tenderloin steak, with mashed or
boiled potatoss and fresh vepgetables. He will not eat
canned vegetables, nor does he take dessert. Sotier has a
liquor lisense, but Aoberts drinks milk with his meal.

The dinner costs seventy-five cenls and Roberts leaves a
fiftean-cent tip—which rates him high in Sotier’s.

After supper the Justicerwanders two blocks up Bridge
Street and takes in the early show at the Colonial Theater;
admission price, twenty-five cants, plus two  cenls
Pannsylvania state tax. The pictures are about three weeks
behind first-run city houses.

Thus flows the pastoral life of the dynamic gentleman
who has become such a storm center of the Suprems
Court.

Depression Cake Recipe

The following cake recipe was popular durlng the Great
Depression of the thirtles, following the Crash of 1828, Pag
Trunk donated it; Mre. John Eagle gave it to Peg.

1 pound ralsins {simmered 15 min. in 2 cups cold water)
¥ cup shoriening
feaspoon cloves
teaspoon nutmeg
leaspoon salt

cups sugar
teaspoon clnnaman
cup cold water

- q‘.

—h ek i L 1 &

Mix the above seven ingredients. Add hot raisins and
juice until shortening is dissolved. Then add:
4 cups flaur
1 tablespoon baking soda

Mix thoroughly. Bake in rectangular pan at 350 degress
until golden brown.



Tips to Preserve Your
Antique Quilt

Baverly Birks, an antique clothing expert im Mew York
Warnsg;

Quilts and other textiles made of silk and cotton showld
be blocked and mounted by a professional restorer for
maximum protection, and damaged pieces should be
professionally rewoven,

If mounting is not possible, the quill aheuld be hung in a
closet and rehung pericdically to minimize siress,

Quilts should never be stared in attics, trunks or plastic
bags whera the damaging effects of heat, humidity and
chemicals are increased.

For more information about textile restoration, writa:

Costume Instituie
Metropolitan Museum of Arl
Aih Avenue & 82nd Street
Mew York, M.Y. 10028

Archives Committee

Polly Croft, Peggy Trunk and Laura Robb are members
of the Archives Commillee, They have submitted a policy
regarding materials to be accepted for the collection of
HEPA 10 the board of directors. |1 has been approved.
They have alse drawn up an  acknowledgement and
transmission record which has bean approved.

Harvey Is Coming!

Thank You HSPA

In the Februoary 1982 HSPA neweletter, we had a
request from Ellzabeth Waller af Chatham, N.J. about J.F.
Francis, an artisl who is buried in Morris Cemetery.
Francls's work mangs in the Smithsonian Institution today.
[Qur members were able to locate the plot whera her
distant relative lias ) She answers:

“"Thank you 50 much for your research which | am wvery
happy to recaive. Some day, if | am lucky, | may find out
who John Francis's parants wara.

“While | was in Washington, D.C., | saw his family
Bible in the Smilhsonian Archives, but it doss not name

his parents. Mone of the cousing whom |'ve contacted Know
any mara than |.

“I have received a nice
Fennypacker who saw my

letter from Miss Frances
inguiry in the Scciely's

i newsletier, She had several interesting things to add,

"Thanks again 1o the Soclety,"

Elizabeth Wallar

Ay,
l_.,.--—\"f_:-

e iy =
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Con't miss one of the funmiest plays and movies to be
given by Forge Thealer, 241 First Avenue, Phoenixville on
June 17: “"Harvay.'"
Maybe you'll recall it from yosteryear when James

Stewart played the major role.
HSPA is happy 10 sponsar this production.

Historical Days in May for Chester County

from the Pottstown Meroury
Suggesied by Joseph Ash

May 2, 1B75: U.5. Supremae Court Juslice Owen J.
Roberts, who lived for many years near Birchrunville, was
born in Philadelphia. Educated at the University of
Pennsylvania, his distinguished law career included service
as an atlorney on the team that prosscuted oil cases that
had grown oul of the Teapol Dome Scandal, He served on
the Supreme Court for 15 years hefore his voluntary
retirement at the age of 70.(Ed. note: see Mine Old Men
glsewheare in this publication)

May B, 189%3: William Moore of Moore Hall, In what is
now Charlestown Townshlp, was born in Philadelphia, Sent
to England for hiz schocling, he graduated from Oxlord in
1719, Upon his return to America, he byilt Moore Hall on
240 acres along Pickering Creek in what was then
Schuylkill Township, He also built the Bull Tavern, which
still stands on Route 23, south of Phoenizville, For about
40 years, beginning in 1741, ha served as president judge
of Chester County Court. He was & noted Taory during the
Revolution and was a lifelong political opponant of tha
Waynes ol Easttown Township, the home and family of
Revolutionary War General Anthony Wayna.

HSPA News Roundup

Apologles to Harold Berger - excerpls from Reeves will
shall appear In the next iIssue—promise!

Connie Brelz reports a significant clue in her George
Washington-Lafayeite bell research gleaned at Egg
Harbor, M.J. She's searching the Lansdowne area.

Miriam Clegg has an article in Valley Forge Hislorical
Sociaty's third quarterly publication (1880), titled **French
Cregk in American History,"" By the way, Miriam’s
booklet, “'The Mail Factory,'' is in the Hagley Museum
Library, and is available to yvou for $3.18 at our June 9
meeling.

Wayne Jones doubts Mumber 10 Main  Streel |8
Phoenixville's oldest home. Check owt 3rd Avenue and the
Peter home next to Hazel Lea Apartments on Starr Street.
The Peler home has encrmous keys and keyholes, as well
as well as a fireplace in every room. Alice Peler has almost
completed her novel on the Great Depression, It concerns
the veterans secking their bonus in Washington, D.C. and
ig vary good reading!

-

Ask Olivia Rapp to tell you about her Jack Horner Pie
custom at Christmas. Children pull a streamer leading fo a
paper box pie which contains gifts. Out pops a gift. How
about some more oral history about your hollday cusioms?

Mickey Rooney, the movie star, has received a letier
asking for oral history about Lubin Studio and the
Toonarville Trolley in parficular

Leurs Robb and her friends have made solid progress
with the Archives Commiltes; hear more about this at the
June 9 meeting. Laura's a Forge Theater charter membar
and recommends ''Harvey'' haartily for your pleasura,

Bob Shaltner was the subject of an excellent inferview in
the Evening Phoenix February 18. Linda Clossay wrote it;
Connie Bretz recommended him. Pag Trunk is watching for
the County Lines magazine which will contain photos of
H5PA's Ding Dong Dig in Aeeves Park, 1980,

This is your newsletter, folks. Send me some infa. Phone
933-0669 and ask for Pamela Poofwhistle.



Lubin Studio: TV Highlight

Many HEPA members were alerted to an excollant
television program, shown on Prime Time, channel & an
February 20. The TV Guide listed information as follows:

“Sigmund ‘Pop” Lubin buill the world’s most advance
film production center in Betzwood, Pennsylvania during
the late teens. Prime Time will recreate those early days of
film with rare footage and excluzive interviews with the
people who acted in and helped produce the films of Pap
Lubin.*

Linda FKowall, who wrote about the Lubin Studio in the
Inquirer kagazine, October 12, 1980, was narrator of thea
show. She is anxious to hear any information you might
have regarding Lubin Studic and you can reach her in cara
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, 400 M. Broad Street, Philadel-
phia, PA 19101, G

Connig Brelz has learnsd from Gladys Ellwanger that
her famlily played roles in the movies in addition to Lais
Evasew, Mrs. Joseph Croft, and members of Betty Fink's
family.

Phone 933-056% i you would like to read the 1880
Inquirer story, including cover picture,

Mark These Dates |

May 15 Dogwood Parade - HEPA Antlque Cars

Juna 6 HEPA Museum open 1 to 4 p.m.

June 9 Quarterly H5PA Meeting

June 12 HEPA Strawberry Social

June 12 Hibernia Birthday Party

June 13 (Phoenix Iron Co, Exhibit featured)

June 17 HSPA sponsors “'Harvey" at Forge Theater,
241 First Avenue

July 4 Museum Closed

Augusl 1 Museum cpen 1 to 4 pom.

Sept. 5 Museum cpen 1 to 4 p.m,

Sept. 22 HSPA Fifth Annual Banguet

David Reeves Inspires
Eiffel Tower in Paris

Daily Republican 7-6-58 i

{Reprinted from the Architeciural Record)
by Alam Burnham

Proposal for a 1,000-foot towar of Phoenix columns was
froml page news in 1874, MNote its height as compared to
“'skyserapers’” then existing. David Reeves, the inventor
from Phoenixville, proposed this tower for the Exposition
in Philadelphia in 1876. Today no on2 will remember
young David's spectacular proposal, for the tower was
mever buill, Bul il 20 intrigued Gustave Eiffel, who saw the
madel, that he later gave credit to the young American for
having nspired him 1o design his famous steel tower in
Paris in 1888.

Citizens Advisory Committee

11" a positive sign to learn the CGitizens' Advisory
Commities has recommended to the Parks, Property and
Public Salely Committes the establishment of a MNational
Hiztorical Preservation District in the center of Phoenix-
wville,

Lat's walch this situation, and speak up about it,
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