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“A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

Loan and borough hall,

Our Society’s next meeting is March 10, and will be held at headquarters, Main and Church
Streets at 7:30 P.M. Free parking is available at Southeast Mational Bank, Federal Savings anc

Spaghetti and Ice

Our first spaghetti dinner made Its debut on the
third floor of the Masonic Hall, January 27, despile
snow, ice and Arctic cold. Ticket sales were low -
about one hundred at the eleventh howr! But a amall
miracle oceurred and we had a standing room only
sltuatlon at one point in the evening. (We also ram
out of spaghettit)

We sold many take-out dinners and customers
commeanted thay wara grataful for a social event that
broke the monotony of hugging the heater during a
portion of the winter that made headlina news.

Plugging my ears to avoid the clang-grind of the
stair glide, | counted the following membars serving
spaghetti and salad, taking tickets and enjoying the
aroma of spice and warmth permeating the room: Al
and Melly Barger, Warran Botderi, Joanne Brown,
John Buski, Polly Croft, Dave Jr. and Walter Frees,
Peg Keenan, Dottie and George Kulp, Pam Mitchell,
Ethel and Tom McCabe, Alice and Charles McCabe,
Joe Puleo, Jr., Rodger Rapp, Laura Robb, Bab
Shaffner, Melly Shepsko, Margaret 3zabo, George
and Peggy Trunk and Arlens Verish. If I've axtluded
anyone, please let ma know.

Wayne Jones is
March Speaker

Wayne D. Jones, 565 Nult Foad, Phoenixville, is
our third speaker since June who resldes on that
former historical trail named for Samuel Nutt.

COur March speaker is married to the former Anna
Maa Thompson. They have five children.

Wayne moved to the borough when he was five
years old. He began his career in the late 19305 and
worked In criminal identification for four years. He
started at the Daily Republican in 1941 and by 1850
became the advertising manager.

Wayne's hobbies are music of all types and
investigating local murder mysteries including the
Marguerile Keota and Foresta-Saneck cazes.

Simce June, 1981, Wayne has been a popular talk
show host on Phoanixville's enly radio station, WY1S,
everyday from 11:00 to 2:00,

In his past role of newspapar columnist and presant
role of radlo personality, Wayne has promoted such
causes as bicycle safety, flag flying and tha
reactivation of the Gay Streat School bell-clock.

For our meeting, Wayne will speak on The
Lindburgh Kidnapping and ils Phoenixville Connect-
fom.

Our President Speaks

Bob Shaffner spoke 1o the AARP February 3 at the
Civic Center, and showed slides related to the lron
Company - past and prasent.



Editor Offers Critique of Foxfire 6

Foxfire 6 is the most recent effort in a long line of
Foxfire books, mavies and ‘publications, and has the
game weaknesses and strengths as s predecessors.
In Foxfire & there are nine sections dealing with
gourd banjos and songbows, woodan locks, shoe-
miaking, toys and games (profuse with lllustrations), a
reminiscent of a ninety-three year old '‘Survivor,”
and indices for volumes 4, § and & in the rear.

Bul what's worth the price of admission is the fas-
cinating introduction in which the project's originator,
Eliot Wigginton, discusses how schools can create
humane learning environments for their studenis, He
feels that *"the school and the communily should be
one."' By that he means thal ‘‘students and faculty
must be engaged In forging two-way relationships
fthat not enly educate, but also endure and make a
difference in the guality of lile in their comunity.'" A
particularly apt-illustratlon of this point is-the story-of
his visit to an urban high schoal in a decaying city,

where the assembled teachers felt they had nothing |

{0 celebrate in thelr community, VWigginton arranged
for an interview with a local librarian; afler some
rather uncomfortable moments, the Interview pro-
ceaded to reveal some fascinating historical insights
and mofivated the students to discover more about
thair community.

S0 much is implied and never stated in this
anecdote and mora generally in the text of Foxfire &
itsalf. For our purposes | would like to raise just one
guestion in this review:; just what kinds of material
are the studenis producing in Foxfire? | would call it
oral memories, craft traditions and folklore filtered
through many years, and wsed to educate and
acclimate modern studends to values felt to represent
yesteryaar.

Of much maore concern are the spinoffs encouraged
by Foxfire. Parhaps the greatest danger to presarving
the materlal of the past for Tulure wse is the endless
fascimation of today's teachers with new technology,
gspecially the video-tape recorder. Just producing a
video-tape show on folk cultural and historical
traditions creates new forms of evidence which seems
1o exhibit self-evident and unequivooal significance.

Reeve’s Will

Look for excerpls of Resve's will in the next
newsletter. Samuel and David Reeve were dramatic
figures in the early history of thiz area. Thanks go to
Harold Berger for the Idea.

Echo of History

Janet Irwin Malin went to Pickering School and
recalls playing on the Toonerville Trolley as a child.
The trolley was then in the car barn at William’s
Corner, How about semebody else?

The whereabouts of the trolley is a mystery today,
but a couple of Iocal sleuths are working on it. .

Critical evaluations of many of these projects have
demonstrated the need for including deepsr cultural
and historical questions which are by no means self-
avident or obvious; in other words there is a point at
which these works inadvertently distort history and
its meaning.

And to the extent that Foxfire-type projects have
become central to our experiences, we perhaps
should wonder if the shape of much of the history to
come will also assume distorted forms.

Carl Oblinger
Editor
PA COral Histary Mewslatter

Can You Help?

The following inguiry 1 from:
Robart W. Mancriaff, .0
18120 Bancroft Avenue
konte Sereno, CA 95030
DOr. Monerieff is trying to find the origins of his
great, great grandfather (Moncriaff) who drowned,
along with his son, in French Greek, Phoenixville
around 1870, There wss another son, William
hMonecrieff, his grandfathar, who died of natural
causes in Phoanixville about 1893, If the death
cerlificates on these three individuals are availabla,
Or. Moncrigff would appreciate any Information you
can find about their parents and their birthplaces. He
wlll be happy to pay any standard fee for this service.
Algo Icoking for information is;
M. Joseph Schroeder
809 Mekinley Parkway
Buffalo, Mew York 14220
tr. Schroeder neads informalion about members of
hig family who lived in the Phoenixvilla area. He does
know that Patrick J. Quinn was born in Phoenixville
on February 2 or 10, 1854, He went to Buffalo, MN.Y.
when he was about 9 years old, He came with Arthur
Quinn, who was born (n Ireland on February 20,
1843. Records indicate he was ‘‘naturalized by
father."'
M. Josaph Schroeder wants to know who their
parents were and any other information available,

J. F. Francis

John Francis's palntings hang im museums of
Boston, Washington, Princeton and at the Smithso-
nlan Institution, among others, Elizabath King Waller
writes, “‘He was my great-great-grandmother"s halt
brother,™

According to a clip from Antiqgues magazine (May,
1951), J.F. Francis not only lived in Phoenidville at
one time, but is buried here. He may alzo have had
family here.

E.K. Waller wants to know if anyone can locate his
grave and show evidence of any family here. J.F.
Francia’s mother remarried after his father's death,
and her mame was then Da Lange. If you can halp,
please contact:

Elizabeth King Wallar
{Mra. William Waller)
119 Westminster Road
Chatham, M.J. 07928




Starr House Transcends Changes and Renovations

(Editor’s Note: This article was taken from the
inventory form of the Mational Register of Historic
Places.)

The Starr house is plastered rubble and fleld stone
clrea 1732, The house has a small addition cires 1805
and the exterior has undergone cerlain Wictorian
changes, bul essentially retains ite original appear-
ance. Extensive renovations which have taken place
ovaer i1s 240 year history as a rental properly have
complately obscured the original partitioning.

The importance of this house In relation to
commarce and industry is that is directly follows the
growth of the iron Industry and s managers in
Chester County.

The land on which the Starr house is built came -

down from William Penn to Charles Plekering and at
his death to David Lioyd. Lloyd was the first Judga in
Chester County, Speaker of Assembly and an
oppanent of Willlam Pann.

James Starr purchased the &0 acre tract along

French Creek In 1714 from Lloyd specifically for the -

purpose of establishing a grist mill. The grist mill
was |ocated approximately at the breast of the current
canal. At a laler date Starr added ancther 280 acres
for farming, at the confluence of Fremeh Creek and
the Schuylkill River. The farm property, on which the
present Phoenix lron Works is located, was adver-
tisad for sala in 1833 as the Starr Farm.

James Starr is first listed in the Charlestown tax
lists in 1732 as having a stone dwelling, accommoda-
tions for a miller and a grist mill. Prior records
indicate the existence of a log dwelling directly in
back of the stone house, James and Muoses, the sons
of James Starr, continued the mill. The Starrs sold
the property in 1748, A series of sales and sheriff
deeds, reflecting the difficulties of early iron
manufacture, follow the Stare reflecting the difficul-
tles of early iron manufacture, follow the Starr

Drew Pearson’s Book

Drew Pearson wrote the book Nine Old Men. There
are references about Phoenixville - check it out! The
book covers F.DLR.'s presidency.

gwnership, During this time a rolling mill and slitting
mill were arectad.

After the Revolution, a nall cutting machine was
perfected and installed. This machine was the first
successful one In the country. The thres operatlons -
ralling, slitting and mnail cutting - expanded inta the
French Creek Warks, the precursor of the Phoenix
Iran Warks,

From 1748 wntil the early 1800s, the Starr house
was provided as part of his wages to the resident
ironmaster. VWhen Lewis Wernwag assumed the
position of ironmaster, howewver, he moved the
residence of the ironmaster's to "'The Knoll,” a
larger siructure, The property at 10 Main Street was
then, reduced to a position of renmtal for anothaer
émployes, It was this demotlon which has helped to
retain its early appearance to this day.

In 1834, Heeves and ‘Whittaker Associates of
Fhiladelphia, a real eatate firm, purchased axtensive
fron foundries throughout Chester County for §800,
000.« The deed for this transection enumerates 19
differem properties ranging from the pressnt Phoenix
Iron Works 1o Warwick Furnace and includes the
lands on which the llmestone and the ore were
quarried. Reavas and Whittaker owned the Phosnix-
ville property until 1856, at which time it was
incorporated under the name of Phoanix lron Works
with members of Reeves and Whitlaker families
haolding major interesis,

In summation, there iz a definite link belweaen the
resldence and ownership of this house to the iron
industry which played such an important part in the
Revolution. The link, forged in 1732, was not broken
until 1923 when Phoeniz lron Company divested
themselves of 10 Main Streel as an employea
tenement. This act of sale Is Indicative of a8 major
change in industry-employes ralationships stressing
separation and independance.

Spread the News

This is your newsletter. Pleass send me your ideas,
recollections and commeanis.

HSPA News Roundup

Mirlam Clegg, author of the ''Mail Factory'
booklet, sold 91 of her creations . . . Meadow Brook
Farm, currently the site of Meadow Brook Golf Club
on State Road, Phoenlxville, 13 now included In the
Pennsylvania Inventory of Historlc Places. Joanne
Brown did the presantation work . . . (Meadow Brook
Is of significance since Its beginnings, as part of the
property of an original residential landownar, through
the American Revolution when it was visited by both
the British and American armies, a5 a working farm
through the 18th, 19th and part of tha 20th cantury.)
Dorothy Stavrides and Connle Bretz did a quick
survey of the Phoenixville Library attic and found
newsworthy [tems: three bronze stalues, a bookcase,

and many bound fravel books dating back to 1901 by -

Esther Griffin Leggett {a wealthy librarian/story-
teller), an old British travel poster and an interesting
nawspaper rack. Qur mussum acquired two Leggett
books, 1901 and 1902, from attic library . . . Bob
Shaffner, Rodger Rapp, and Don Perent raked loads
of leaves around the HSPA headquarters, 11-11-81 . .
Joe Ash is researching old sports memcrabilia and
naws dating back to the early 1900s for a fulure
display in our museum. Top tickel sellers for our
banguet benefit were; Walter Frees, over 100; Rose
Gross, 69, Miriam Clegg suggests we make small
reproductions of the 1888 map donated by Leonard
Meumann and sall them . . . Many members think wa
should work towards placing the Starr home on the
. hational registry in addition to the state registry.



A Horse and a Dew Drop - Irresistable Combination

CLANG! CLANG| CLANG! From way down the
gtreal comos the mallow sound of a large ball.

Children and grownups allke responded to the well
known sound with shouls of ‘"Hare comes the Dew
Drop Man!" This was immediately followed by
pleadings to the parents for permisslon to buy a Dew
Drop. Happily, in most cases, the pleas ware
responded 1o favorably and the youngsters rushed
gleefully forth to make their purchase,

The Dew Drop Man, &1 Holfman, drove a horse
drawn cart, low slung, with 8 wide counter along the
customer side, He stood in the center surroundad by
three or possibly four large containers of the Daw
Drops encased in tubs of ice. To light his movements,
there hung a large kerosene lantern with a reflector,
The horse contentedly munched oals from the fead.
bag suspended about his muzzle, and he propelled
the wagon forward only when prompiled by a gently
“Hleck Cluck' Trom Al

The Dew Drop was a form of ice cream (mostly

milk, | would assume} in the familiar flavors- of<

vanilla, chocolate and possibly strawberry and peach
in Geason. Each dip cost a penny. The dippar was
conical and delivered a serving sbout the size of a

Membership Report

Ed Szegedy, membership chairman, reports 483
members, Here s the breakdown: 100 family
members, &4 individuals, 126 senior citizens and 3
business memberships.

A5 lor the battle of the sexes, we have 224 female
members and 158 male members. One hundred
children are belongers,

Flea Market Date Set

Our flea market date is set for April 24, Start
saving your ¢ast-offs and good junk, pleasa!

fifty cent plate of lce cream today. Conea waere not
kmown, A plece of thick paper aboul five by flve
inches in siza was placed on the counter and the Dew
Dirop was deposzited there with a fwist of Al"s wrlat.

For the more affivent family, the adult would bring
a container to the cart and for the sum of tan cants
would recelve enough of the delicacy to rafresh tha
entire family.

The time was In the first and second decades of the
present century. Al Holfman and his father owned a
one story frame building at the corner of Washington
Avenue and Quick Street, Here they manufactured
the Dew Drop which became famous and a tradition
in Phoenixville. For many year: lhe refreshing
novelly was dispensed In their shop at the corner of

- Gay Street and Washington Avenue and by the horse

drawn cart.

The Dolly Madison, Breyer and Bassel Ice Cream
of loday will never erase from my mind memories of
the cool, refrashing, flavorful Dew Drop of long, long
ago.

Wish | had some right now!

Tha Olatimer
Thomas W. Gay

1981-83 HSPA Officers

Robert Shalfner
Geaarga Trunk
Joanne Brown
Peggy Trunk
Betla J. Zaigler
Joseph Puleo, Jr.

Prasidant

Adm. Vica Prasident
Exec. Vice President
Recording Sec.
GCorreaponding Sec.
Treasurar

Diractors for 1 Year
kellie Berger, Albert Eaches, Charles McCabe, Bob
Verigh.

Directors for 2 Years
Paolly Croft, George Kulp, Pam Mitchell, Laura Robb,
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