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"A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

Canal Researcher: Speaker

Larry Whyte of Raoyesrsford will ba our speaker,
December 8, 7130 p.m. at our headquarters, Church and
Main Streets. Vhyte will apeak about canale and show 72
slides - photographs of Manny Berger's cholce collection.

Whyte has studied the Schuylkill Navigation System as a
hobby for the last two years, and has spoken to several
local groups about canals. A published history may, one
day, ba tha product of his interast.

An interview with Whyte appeared in the Ewening
Phoenix (September 3), written by Virginia Rogovin, and In
the Philadelphia Inguirar [(May 20).

Meal Thorpe, member, has been a great help to Larry,
as have the columns of the |ate Phosbe Gilkyson and the
Schuyikill Canal Advizory Commilttes,

QOur December speaker is the marketing vice president of
Melzon lea Cream, Inc., Roversford. He and his wife,
Kathy, have two children. Whyte received his Educatlon
degree from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. He has
workod al Pennhurst six and one hall years as Employes
Training Director, and also taught music in the Phoenix-
ville Arga School District for three years.,

His hobbies Include reading, sailing, cross country
skiing and hiking.

Membership
Report

Ed Srzeagedy, membership chalrman, reports our
mambarship tolal at 583. Whal an exciting totall Yet,
some  members have not paid their dues for
1952-18583, If vou have fargotten thiz, pleasa send
your check or maney order, payable to HSPA, In care
of the addross a1 the lop ol this page. Individuoal,
%£3.00;, Family, $5.00; Student/Senior Citlzen, $2.00;
Business, $15.00.

Our Speakers’ Bureau

WHO WHEM, WHAT and WHERE

Bob Shaflnar Oetobar 5, "'The lron Company,'’ Phos-
nizville Hospital Auxiliary
Movember 20, '"Area History,™
Annual Banguet {475)

Dave Frees, Jr. July 12, "H.SPOAL," Jayveettes

Seplember 29, “'Talk and Tour - H.5.P.A,
Museam, "' Jaycaltas

Cectober 12, “H.5.P.A.'" Sacred Heart

bdasonic

Giuild
Mewamber 17, "'Talk and Tour - H.5.P.A.
Musaum,” Girl Scouts

Connie Bretz Seplember 21, “'It's Fun to Live in PA&,"
story and eraft demonstraticn of sealing
wax process for  historical documents,
Fleass Touch Museum, Philadalphia
Movamber 12, “"FPhoenixville Area Ghost
Storles,’’ Lionville Elementary Schagl, 4th
ta Gth greders.

Holiday
Window
Display

The Christmas holidayes are a time for bells, and thal™s
just what the Printing Post Intends to display. A collection
of 120 assorted beils from around the world will be the
focus of their holiday windows this year. Don't miss their
unigua Christmas decorating which will be finished shartly
after Thanksgiving,



Letter to HSPA From Edith McClasky Deery

May 11, 1982
Dear Falks,

| never tire of hearing my mother, Mrs. Elmer
MoClaskey, talk about the old days In Phoonixville. (Your
newsletier is most interesting, )

If you have never moved away from Phoenixville, you
haven't had the wonderful joy of coming back home, |
moved from the area in 1945, but if someone asks me
loday, ""Where are you from?'" the tirsl place that comes
to mind is PHOEMIXVILLE, even though | have lived in
the Hatboro, Horsham area for 37 years. ]

| have memaries of those days back when - | went to
Gay Strest &chool and Miss Brunner, our next-coor
neighbor, was my first grade teacher. She was a
compassionate lady who truly loved her job of teaching the
little ones. Miss Elizabeth Wilson, my fifth grade teacher,
[my favorite and the prettiest), was such a fine person,
And Miss Moore, the principal, of whom | was really
afraid. Alsa, Mr. Austin,G lhe janitor; 1 can still see him
sweaping the old wooden steps and halls with his wide,
flat broom.

The sound of the school ball tlolling the hours was
someathing | loved to hear, and even as | grew up and
came home on a visit | would still listen to hear i,

We |lved on 3rd Avenue and, early on a Saturday
maorning, a horse and wagon used to Qo up our back allay
with a man calling, '"Rags! Papers! Any ald rags?"' An ice
wagon came by selling blocks of ice for our ice box, which
used to overflow now and then when the person who had
the job of emplying it forgot. | ramember the heavy, round
rock, about the size of half a grapefruil, on the read to
hold the horse from moving forward. If it was a hot day,
the ice man would chip off a piece of ice with hia pick and
give my brother, Bob, and me a chunk. Qur hands got cold
holding it while we sucked away.

On Saturday morning, | remambar Story Time at the
Library, We would sit around in a circle and listen to a
lady read or tell a story, |t was like being at the place she
falked about.

Movie Stars are
History Too

By Connie Bretz

Bob MWew, 5r. owns a sprapbook of popular movie star
photos he shot while & maring in the "40s. These shots are
quite interesting when you consider current books like
Mommie, Dearest and movies about Joan Crawford,
Marilyn Monroe and others. Ask Bob about his book, He
told me that in World VWar 1l, the stars were very gracious
te service men, and would pose for him chearfully. Robart
Taylor looks a little irritated, Bob, but Judy Garland,
Shirley Temple, John Hodlak, Ann Sheridan, Hoagy
Carmichasl, who passed away just recently, and MMyrna
Loy are as recognizable and cheerful as can be. Bob's
habby-scrapbook story was published in Today's Post
newspaper some time age.

Additional Information

The present resident and owner of 334 Third Avenua,
Phoenixville, is Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Paul. This home
dates back to 1727, and two of our Pughtown members
visited Mrs. Paul to see the marker which Is located at the
back of tha house.

We would go across the street from the Library to
Reeve's Park for playground. One Saturday, my brothar
was bounced right off the seesaw and landed on his back,
knocking the air right out of him! That was our LAST trip
fo the playground!

When we walked home and entered our kitchen there
was Aunty-hMom {our grandmother), busy making shoo-fly
pies, missionary cake, ete. with her sweater sleeves rolled
up. She was flour up to her elbows, and no better plas or
cakes have ever coma from any kitchen!

We didn"t have a car, so walking into town was an
everyday cocurrence. | loved to go into Landis's store down
on the north side of Bridge Street. The display windows
culside were slanted facing each other, | ramember a tall,
thin, gray-haired lady, (Miss Laura Shaw), with long,
flowing skirls who worked there, She was swift and fast in
all her'ways. | also loved Klenk's Dry Goods Store next to
Kainards, McFadden's Men Shop, Weber's Shos Store,
Acker and Fry Hardware and a little peanut shop which, |
Jdhink, was on Gay Streel. There was Dorman, Lengel's
Drug Eiora, the Five and Ten Store, and, of course, the
Caolonlal Theater. All ara wonderful mamorias of my youth,

| loved dth of July, getting awake early and the sounds
of firecrackers going off in the distance and some close by.
We'd turn our heels on some  sons-of-a-guns.  Our
neighbor, Leon Geiser, would light some “'snakes'’ on the
back fence between our vards.

| remember well the parade that went to Morris
Gamal-&r-_.l an Memuorial Day. We'd stand up on the black
wrought iron fence under the big trees and watch the old
Civil War Veterans ride by, coming Into the cemetery to
gather ‘round the Soldiers’ Monument to hear the
Gettysburg Address, given by a little old lady named
Mellie Wilson, (Mr, Willard Campbell gave the address in
later years. He looked and sounded jusl the way we
pictured Abraham Lincoln,)
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{to be continued)
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Who Does All the Work - What’s Going On?

By Carrle Madeleine

"What is the H.5.P.A. doing?"' a member asked
recently.

“Plenty,'" | angwered,

Daniel Baer lpaned us his truck to cart needed glass
cases from Wast Chester area to Phoenixville for our
museum. . .Miriam Clegg has completed research and
writing about French Creek Crossings for the Daily Local
Mews. Booklets of her work will be available at the
museumn soon, | saw them in process at the Printing Post,
and they're super! Arlzne Verish will dress the model for a
new exhibit - a stunning Victorian outfit. Look for it on the
flrst Sunday of the month at our muoseum. Huston
Campbell has recenily tape recorded the memories of
savaral long-time resicents and this is what our September

speaker, Bob Carlson, urged us to do for our Tricentennial *

celebration in 1983, it's coming soon, folks! Connle Bretz
is itching to publish her legends of Phoenlxville, stories
told at the Phoenixville Library, bul she needs financial
backing. If she gets that backing, the bookiets couid be
avzilable for the Tricentennial celebration - February 1. .
-Bob Shaffner checks the headquarters frequently. He has
made many repairs and additions, . .We need a church
group fo rent the samctuary above our mesting room:
spread the word. That's spmething every member can do!
Pat Meklos, Joanne Brown and Connie Bretz visited the

“Our Yesterdays”

By Phoebe Gilkyson, Daily Republican, August 22, 1949

Starr Street in 18705 was an open meadow, with a
stream running through it, with no houses between Starr
Cottage and hain Street, This was when the area won its
name of Frog Hollow, which clung even after the rows of
houses were built by the Phoenix lron Company.

Editor’s Nola: Rumor hes it the Phoebe Gllkyson's
columns are being edited and pul in booklet farm, Does
anyona know the lates! concerning this? Owr Sociely neads
o know. | have done a great deal of research which
imvalved reading the Gilkyson columng, and they are
axcallent reading!

1982-83 Dues Make checks payable to: HSPA, Box 552
Phioe nixville, P4 18460

Mam
Sireat Phane
Town ZIP
TYPE: |ndividual $3.00 Family 55.00

— Student/Senior Citizen 52.00

— Business $15.00
Date: Signature:

Upper Providence Historical Sociely 10 hear and view
slides regarding the Pennsylvania German exhibit at the
Philadelphia Art Museum. Connie reminded the group that
every June 2B is Penngylvanla German Day, by povern-
ment proclamation, and that she nesded help to promote
the day statewide, Dr. Ivan Hess of Limerick indicated an
interest In this project, Joe Dougherty turned over
information about the Sundance Kid, an outlaw, whose
early ancestors lived on Railroad Street In Phoenixvills, .
.The Logan Square Librarian of Theater Collections has
indicated an interest in showing HSPA the old Lubin
Theater films which starred local people such as Betly
Fink's family, the late Mrs. Joseph Croft and Gladys
Ellwanger's family. . .Rodger Rapp keeps replacing the
flag at Mutt and Gay Streets, which is stolen time and
again by vandals. The flag is a project of the Gold Star
Mothers. . A letier has been 2ant 1o Los Angeles in hopes
of renting or buying the original Toenerville Trolley films
shot at Betzwood. . .Frances W. Pennypacker has semt
material in about 19h century artist, Jobhm F. Francis,
buried in Morris Cemelery. . SBend your news in 10

Connie Bretz, Editar

H.5.P.A.
J52 Multt Aoad
Phoenixville, PA 19460

Christmas Gifts -
Santa Hints

We have on sale now, and especially December &, the
fallowing:
Phoenixville & Vicinmity by Pennypacker %7.00

The Mall Factory by Miriam Clegg F3.00
Local Maps 51.00
Pawtar priced by item

Grace E. Read Remembers

Somebody threw her in the canal 1o teach her to swim,
picnics on the fowpath, wild geese at Cromby, [Philadel-
phia Genarating Stalion) and haight of the trolley trestle
near Bonnie Brae Park scared her. Grace lives at 229
torgan Street, Phosnixville, and is one of our members.

first Sunday of aach manth, 1-4, phone 933-3249,



Sam Barkley, Sr.’s World War | Diary

{eontinued from September, 1982 nawsletter)

August 28, 1917

The same old grind all day and night. | watched Jerrie
shelling a farm house loday. | sat down 200 yards away
and watched him try to hit it. He dropped them all arcund
and, outside of speiling the locks of the barn a little, he
didn't do much, . .1 don't know what he was after anyway
unless he didn't know thal some artlllery of the regular
army had moved away from there three days before.
August 31

Jerrie has been sending more gas ower, and until the
sun comes up or the wind comes up, it sure lies heavy In
the hallows all night. Always mustard gas with, once in a
while, some tear gas to make it more uncomiortable and
dangerous.

Sgt. Aeiter and |, after checking up at our guns, decided
to have a littla race from where we lsft our horses in a
clump of trees back to the woods, or Eshelon. We galloped
around the edge of a small woods when, suddanly, we ran

Recent Museum
Acquisitions

We have acquired a dress model for the Victorian outfit
in our museumn. birlam Clegg has donated & charming
1897 Street Directory of Phoenixvllle, This directory lists
the occupations of each resident and carries local adver-
tisements within the directory. Dave Fress, Jr. has
donated his collection of historical posteards, and Peg
Keenan has glven the Society a significant collection of
bottles made in Phoenixville,

Mow, we nesd YOU to be host or hostess the first
Sunday of sach month. Please volunteer your services by
phaning 933-3249,

inte a bunch of fresh shell holea that we didn't know
about, My horse managed to kesp his feel - at least didn't
go down, but Reiter and horse took & coupla of turnovers. |
thought both would be killed, but neither was hurt, The
horsa was pretly stiff for the next few days!

September 1

| saw Jerrie come over in & plang and shoot down thras
ol our observation balloons, and get away with [t Thess
balloons are well guarded by scouf planes and anti-aircraft
gquns 80 it is no picnic for an ensamy plang (o gQel near
them.

It was a nlee clear day with, here and there, a few
clouds traveling fast, high in the sky. Jerrie came over
using the clouds as protection, and he must have been
awful high as he was not heard until his dive for the
< balloons.

| heard the sound of 2 Hun motor and looked up o ses
a plane with American markings on it diving almost
straight down with the motor wide open. .
a : ito be continued)

Current Sports History

There has been some talk about having a sports axhibil
in our museum. Phoenixville and surrounding  area
abounds with successful sports personalities,

A video tape of Andre Thornton Day, 9-16-82, will be
given as a gift to the Society. Thornton |3 designated hitter
for the Cleveland Indians and achieved All-Star status this
year, “Thunder'' and “Andy,'" as he is know to fans, has
been a favorite of the press for some time. Many, many
articles have been written aboul his life, His faith has bean
an inspiration to non-baseball fans as well as the game's
boosters,

Historical Society

Of the Phoanixville Area
P.O. Box 552
Phoanixville, PA 19460
Connie Bretz: Editor




