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“A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

——

Fifth Year Opens With Dinner Meeting

| The Phoenixville Area Historical Society’s first fall maeting in September
will mark tha beginning of the aorganization's fifth year.
Tha meeting, Sept. 23, will begin 7 p.m. at Kimberten Firehall,
Kimbarten Road, Kimberion, Free parking is available at the hall.

Chester County Day

Chester County Day cometh! Prepare to enjoy tha
first Saturday in October by touring the exquisite
homes and gardens that are the pride of Chester
County.

Thiz October 3 date will mark year ‘41" for
Berenice Ball's leadership of the “day.'” Bernie, as
she is known 10 her friends, is a midwasterner who
fell in love with Chester County when she was a
physical education teacher at VWest Cheaster State
College. She promoted and organized the ftour that
has benefitted Chester Counly Hospilal and pumped
pride into County resldents. Bernle was alsa a
speaker at HSPA on March 14, 1979,

Thiz year, buses and cars will park in ths
Phoenixville area while scores of visitors explore the
HSPA Museum, Bob and Mary Shaffner's home, Dr.
and Mrs. Harold Ayres’s home at 805 South Main
Streel, where famed Phoenixville majolica pottery will
be a major attraction.

If you are asked to be a host or hostess for this
oceasion, jein the funl Belter yel, volunteer. Sze the
free Chester County Day newspaper at the Phoenlx-
ville Library after August 1 for further details.

Send Banguet Checks

The Bangust Commitlee asks your co-
operation in responding to reservations for
the Sept. 23 dinner meeling. Reservations
will not be accepled after Sept, 11. Please
make checks payable to: Banguet, 38.50 and
mail 10 the address at the top of this page.

e

September
Speaker

Harry L. Rinker will be our speaker September 23
and will show slides. His topic: “'You Rusly Canaller,
You'll Never Get Rich,”” examinos the individuals
who livad along and worked on the Amearican canals
during the mule-drawn canal era. It fecuses on the
human side of history.. the every day evenis,

Rinker helped organize the Pennsylvanla Canal
Society and served as ifs first president from 1966 to
1976,

Undar his leadership, the Socigty conducted two
field trips each vear, published a quarterly bulletin,
assambled a large collection of documents and
artifacts on the camal era, and actively supported
restoration of canal properties.

Rinker founded and owned Canal Press from 1972
to 1877, He edited G.P. Yoder's ''Delaware Canal
Journal,"' three editions of James Lee's “'The Maorriz
Canal: A Photographic History,”' Lee's *'Tales the
Boaimen Told"' and two books by W.J. Mcokelvey,
Jr., "'The Delawarz and Raritan Gamal: A Pictlorial
History,"" and “‘Champlain to Chesapeaka: A Canal
Era Pictorial Crulse.”" LUnder Rinker's direction,
Canal Press Ine. also reprinted several major
pamphlets dealing with the canal ara.



How to Put-Put in Parade

A red Marmon touring car, vintage 1927, boasting
an "8 junior cylinder, and a black convertible top
put-put-putted down the parade route of Franklin,
Bridge and Maln Streets representing HSPA. Drivar
Bruce Ervine and Allce Schaeffer, passanger, both of
Parkersford and looking stylish, waved to hundreds of
viewers.

Robert L. Platt and daughters Lisa, 13 and Klm, 11
of Parkersford; Joan Brown and daughter Gaorgia, 3,
of Phoenixville, rode in a 1958 Mash Metropolitan
entry, a plum and while beauty.

A Member’s
Recollections

Washington Friday was the proprietor of the Hotal
Chester, In 1905-1906, the hotal was just as It looks
now. Clothes wara hung near the back wall and some
ware stolen from the linesl

Our member also recalls the Hotel Washington in
1807-1809. The Colonial Theater was next door and
she could zea the movies and occaslonal shows, live,
from the open windows and doors of the Hatel
Washington,

She could look aver to Humphrey Moore's Livery
Stable from Hotel Washington and anjoyed watching
harses and buggles go in and out of the spacious
stable. She thinks Ike Tripp kept his horse and buggy
in Moorg's Stable.

In 1910, our member moved to the Commerclal
Housa in Pottstown. She took a trolley to see har first
show, "'Peg 'O My Heart."'

Betty Fink
Reports

Belly sont in a nawspaper report about the 75 foot
obgarvation tower atop Mount Joy in Valley Forge
Mational Historical Park. Betty used to climb the
tower when she was a child, and recalls seeing
Philadeiphia's Willlam Penn statua from the top-maost
observation spot,

The 1906 wvintage tower will remain closed this
summer because it Is deemed unsafa by acting
-superintendant, Arthur J. Abelle.

Mount Joy is the highest point In the park.
Although it was fortified during the 1777-78 winter
encampment of Washington and his soldiers, no
observation tower was bullt thare by hls menl

Billle Jean Gresham, Parkersford, drove a 1912
Model T Ford Speedster, a white entry accented by
brass radiator and red kerocseme headlamps, Connle
Breiz and Blllie Jean held on to their picture hats as
the cool, caprizious wind tried te pull tham away.

Bob Shaffner, loyal HSPA member and Ineoming
prasident, arranged for tha cars and created the slgns
which were tled to the vintage automoblles,

Howard Bechtel prepared aome of the cars and had
nervous moments expecting tires from Ohio which
never arrivad. Instead, we rode on patched-up |obs
which hald out fine,

New Officers

Maw officers will be formally Introduced on
September 23. Many thanks to the outgoing officars
who logged a great many hours planning, cleaning
and repairing our new headguarters at Church and
balm Streets and working out numarous detalls.

Best wishes and high hopes are extended lo the
new laaders.

Museum Additions

A slate of roof, built by William Penn, from the
Phoenixvilla Library, Oddiellow's robe — about 50
years old.

& bust of Samusal Reeves, Phoenixville Library.
Futhey and Cope copy of Chester County History
with ariginal binding, Phoanixville Library,

Remembrance
Fund

If there is someone, living
or deceased, you would
like to honor in the name
of HSPA, send your
donation to:
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

| Y OF THE PHOENIXVILLE
l.ft - ¢ AREA,

P. Q. Box 522
Phoenixville, PA 19460

All gifts will be acknowledged
and published in our news-
letter,

Editor’s Note

This Is YOUR newslstter. Represent yoursell by
calling Connle at 933-0662 and give her your news,
views, discoveries and questions.



White Stockings Walk Into History

By Dollie Smith
A, pair of white stockings (& woman's at that) In a
Iocal mugaum collaction?
Sure is and thia itam has quite a history.
The stockings are part of an outflt contributed to

Strawberry Social

A maost cooperative weatherman provided a perfeat
day for our June 13 Strawberry Soclal. A happy blend
of sizzling hamburgers, julcy strawberries and the
tastiest shortcake combined with an Intaresting
sideline of crafls exhibits created a super Saturday.

Fifty people wanderad into our museurm and |
spotted some backslapping and warm handshakes as
old friands mat . . , & faw kisses oo,

Katie Ewing of Camp Gouncll Road, Phoanlxvilla,
had her pletura In the Jung 15 Evening Phosnix as
sha demonstrated quilting techniques. Liz Andrews
caught Katie and a maze of quilts in the background
at a baautiful anglea,

Margarat S5zabo captured intareet as she taught the
old art of caning.

Willlam Turner showed apectalors how to create
stalned glass [tems,

Chalrman of tha social was Dava Frees Jr.

Question Raised

Howard Pennypacker spoke of the Gllkyson house
al Gay and Fourth Streels, | wonder . . . was thal on
the same property whera the yearly Chautauqua
Waek was held for some years?

“The Mikado'® was one attraction and *‘Acres of
Diamonds’" by Russel Conwell was another feature,

And, for a while, there were three sessions —
morning, altermoon and night — under a lant (well
attended) in the summer. After 8 number of years, It
toa bacame a thing of the past.

Baked Goods a Success

Speclal thanks to all members and friends who
contributed to the baked goods table at our Jume 13
Strawbarry Social.

Arlane Vaerish

the Phoenixville Area Historial Soclety by the
“All=round graclous lady' who once wore them.

The contribution 13 from Mrs. Martha King, the
grande dame of Phoanixville, an affectlonate and
respectful term bestowed by a number of oldtimers
end countless others who are not 20 old,

The stockings coverad Mrs. King's young and
shapaly legs when she worked as a volunteer during
World Waer Il at Walley Forge Army Hospital.

Thay were part of a uniform, later donned by more
than 100 other women from the area, that stlll
signifles a haart-nandaring ungalfishness that halpad
fay 1o rest the fears, anxieties and paln of the
wounded In battle whe, by coming 1o the area
hospital, brought the war so close to home.

Undoubtedly, thousands of servicemen who arrived
here wounded, paralyzed, blinded and limbless
experienced the kindness and gentleness of Gray
Lady Martha King and her colleagues.

The year was 1843, Martha's husband, Shana, now
a retired Mavy commander, was aboard the aircrafl
carriar Bunker Hill. Although she was left a1 home
with three young girls, the unavoidable loneliness set
in.

It did not go unobserved by Rachel McAwvoy (Aunt
Rae to the Kings).

It was Aunt Ras who volunteered o “'manage the
children® if Martha would go go work. But there was
one reatriction: **You must find work without pay."

Martha followed orders, marking the beginning of
the Gray Lady program, an arm of the Aed Cross, at
Valley Forge Army Hospital. By the time the original
class of 25 was formed, she was named chairman.
Later the number grew to 125 and divided Into such
sections as accupational therapy, blind and mental.

A pin and a red bar, reprasanting 2,000 voluniesr
hours, remained plnned to the unlform ghe tucked so
cargfully Into a box with the white hat and steckings,

Now the year was 1945 and Martha rasigned her
post to head for the state of Washington to meat the
hushand she hadn't sesn in two years. Shanae's
carrier, hit by two kamikaze planes causing an

Jean Rapp glarming number of casualties, was limping to its
Pat Maklos homaport in Bremarton.
Make checks payable to: HSPA, Box 552, 7 lomnsa
1981-1982 Dues Phoenixville, Pa, 19480 ; J-—————“,_'“""—_:\"
Name
Street Town
Phone ZIP
Teee: ____Individual $3.00 Family $5.00
Studant/Senior Citizen $2.00
___ Business $15.00
Date I you ean be a host or hostess the
2 firsl Sunday of esch month [1-4 p.m,]
Signatura

at the museum, phone 933-3249.



McAvoy Name Is As Solid As Its Business

The flrst Thomas Bell Mesvoy (1838-1918) was
born in Counly Antrim, Irefand, of Scotch descaent,
and brought to Philadelphia by his father at the age
of three. H became a naturallzed citizen in 1860 and
marriad Rachel Craighton the same year. From this
union were born 13 children, 8 of whom survived the
treacherous early years.

Thiz Thomas, a 6'4"', 240 |b. handsoma man, by
dint of hard and natural ability, became the owner of
brick plants throughout Philadslphia, When the clay
was completely Wwon from one brick vard, he would
buy another site and eatablish a new plant, In
addition, he had the Irish affinity for politice. He
sarved on Select Council from the 26th ward for
gaveral terms and on his retirement the Councll
passes a resolutlon recognizing a “‘Man of Worth for
his genial and sunny disposition, hls honesty, his
wel|l-known integrity and manlinass of character.”

In the early Mineties there was a demand for
paving brick, for which the Philadelphia clay was not
suitable. This first Thomas went searching for & now
source. A traim rida on the present Reading Railroad
up the valley of the Schuylkill River disclesed triassle
shale stratz al Perkiomen Junction below Phosnix-
ville. He purchased a 76 acre farm and erected a new
plant with six periodic, down-draft kilns. This plant is
slill producing 10 million brick a year, The farm
house became the summer home of the MeAvoy
family.

In 1500, the first Thomas turned the managemant

HSPA Officers
Presideant

Adm., Vice Pres.
Exec. Vice Pros.
Recording Sec.
Corresponding Sec,
Treasurer

Rodgar Rapp
Cravld M. Frees Jr.
Robert Shaffnar
Peggy Trunk
Dorethy Themas
Jozeph Puleo Jr.

of the Perkiomen Junction plamt over to his youngest
gon, another Thomas Bell (the family minister sald
the shad were running strong the spring he was
born). This second Thomas Bell Meavoy {1881-1955)
married Harriet Destler in 1901, and from this union
there were 5 children, all barn on the farm. Thus this
Thomag, in addition to managing the plant through
World War | and the depression, was able to acquire
two adjacent farms, incregsing the available supply of
clay and shale, so assential for the survival of a hrick
plant. Ho also was intereslod in politics, holding local
positions and sarving as Chaster County Commission-
er {1932-1936).

His oldest son, Thomas Bell MoaAvoy [1002-1055)
joined him In the business in 1922, Later, John ©,
leurrent president), Donald R. and Rachel C. became
active n the business. These four 8nd a grandson,
Thomas Bell MeAvoy, 3rd, were instrumental in
building the new tunnal-kiln plant in 1957, Thiz Plant
produces 20 million face brick per year. His oldes
daughter, Martha Mocavoy King, carries en the
family tradition by being active in local and county
agencies.,

In these four gemerations the methods of brigk
produclion have radically changed. From hand-dug
clay to ¥ vard diesel shovels, from horsa-drawn carts
to trucks, from sun-dried brick to modern driers
utilizing waste heat from the kiln, from hand-fired
Seshive kilnz 10 awlomatic gas-fired continuous
funnel kilns. And the industry will still continue to
Improwe.

The above article was published in the 1970
Chester County Day newspaper. Since then, the ‘‘old
plant"', the original & kilns (soft coal fired) ceased
functioning In 19v6 - Environmental Protection
Agancy direction.

Rachel MeAwvay.
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