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“A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH™

The Phoenixville Area Historical Society's ‘next r;'leeting is Decemnber 3, and will be held at head-
guarters, Main and Church Streets, at 7:30 p.m. Free parking is available at Southeast MNational
Bank, Federal Savings and Loan and borough hall.

December
Speaker

Thomas M. McCabe of 837 Nutt Road holds a
Bachelor's degree in Political Sciance with a minor in
history, and a retirement certlficate from the U.5.
Marine Corps Resarve,

His interest in the Pennsylvania Mational Guard
started in 1947 as a8 member of Cempany B, 111th
Regimental Combal Team, then located on Main
Street, Phoenixville, The slte is now the Civic Canter.

Tom started his collection of military memorabilia
in 1943 with a single World War | aluminum caniesan,
His collection today numbers in excess of 4,000 items
which Include 27 canlesns and two Woaorld War I
Ford-made V4 1on 4 x 4 jeaps.

Az an active collector, he is the stale secretary and
newslatler editor for tha Grealer Pennsylvania
Chapter of the Mllitary Vehicle Collestor's Club. He
serves as the co-custodian of that Chapter's vehicle
museum in Building T152 on the old Valley Forge
Army Hospital site,

Tom is currently a member of Headguarters and
Headquarter's Company, 2nd Battalion, 111th Regi-
ment, 28th Divigion of the Pennsylvanla Mational
Guard.

How is Your Memory?

Families are interested, maore and maoara, in tracing
their ancestors. The book and  television show
“Reots"' s given credit for stimulating this intarest.
Mo matier what or who gets the credit, individuals
find their way to Phoenixvllle and Dave Frees, Jr. 1o
make inquiries about kinfolk.

The following lady, who attended cur September
banquet mesting, i3 looking for information regarding
the Showaller family:

Elzanor Sandlier
Dogwood Lana A.F.0.3
Box 921

Franklinwvilla, M.J. 0B322

The following man Is lnoking for information about
John C. and Barbara Harris, who once lived on a
farm in the Pheoenixville area, They are interred in
Maorris Cemeatery:

Jack Harriz Family
1706 W, Haddonfisld Apts.
Westmoni, N.J.

(Jehn G, and Barbara Harris moved fo Morristown
in 1905 and burial date in Morris Cametery is 1931.)

The next inquiring person is a tad farther away -
the good old Midwest. He heard that = Phoenixville
area teacher had published a boaklet about the Stott
family, Dawve was able 1o give him some contacls
ragarding the Stoft family. He is the great, great
grandson of Joseph Howard Stott and a brother of
Herbert and Charles Stoti.

Bud Johnston
13067 Meradith Avenuoe
Omaha, ME. 69164

If you hawve any information about these families:
Showalter, Harris or Stott - please help. This is what
pur society is all about - helping others 1o enjoy the
rich, historical heritage of the Phoenixville area.

833-0668 Connie Bretz, Editor



Cha-Talk-A-Lot

Following our autumn newsletter, there was much
talk about the whereabouts of the Chautaugua
programs once popular in Phoenixvilla,

Several members agree the Chautaugqua was held
near Fourth Avenus and Main Street (rather tham
Fourth and Gay) in the area where 5t. Ann's Soclal
Hzll now stands. Resldents recall a hurricans-type
slorm during ong of the programs.

The Chauvtauqua was usually of two wesk periods.
Wayna Jones, our WYIS radio talk show host-
mamber, racalls a Tom Thumb wedding of Charlotte
Gragham, the bride and Robert Schaffay, the groom.
He mentions a Punch and Judy show, musicians and
a Junior Chautauqua held In the morning.

“The Chautaugua relocated once,’” remembars a

lifetime resident who stopped me al Galeway- -

Pharmacy. ‘'The tent was between Fourth and Fifth
Avenues on the east-side of bain Btrest. It was along
side of Buck's Pond where Dr. Mathan Brown's hum&
now stands,"' he stated knowingly.

"Tharae was an old haunted house there which the
kids wisited, and eat-o-nine tails grew in the pond.'”
he chuckled.,

Memorial Gift

H5PA recieved & donation from Dave Frees, Sr. in
memaory of his late wife. This gift is greatly
appreciated.

Membership Memo

Ed Szegedy, mambearship chairman, reports a total
of 291 members: 62 family memberships, 33
individuals and 84 senior citizens.

Becawse our banquet meating in September was
such a convivlal one, many former members forgot to
renew their atatus as "'joiners.”’

COur fiscal year runs from September to September.

Remembrance
Fund

If there is someone, living
or deceased, you would
like to honer in the name
; of H5PA, send your
donation to:

P. 0. Box b22
Phoenixville, PA 19460

All gifts will be acknowledged
and publishad in our news-
letter.

Reading Train Station

The Reading Train Statlon near the Schuylklll
River, separating Mont Clare and Phoanixville |3 a
distinct beauly and has historical significanca. For
Instance, a ball was hald there to celebrate the end of
the Civil War.

Bob Shaffner, our president, Iz concerned about
preserving the station as a historical site. If you can
give him any infoermation or support on this project,
phone: 933-8145.

For Bone China Buffs:

What is “‘bone’’ ¢hina?
The bone is actually bone ash, the white, porous

" residus left from heatad, dehydrated cattle bones,

plus clay and other ingredients. European pottery
makers cama up with it when trying to duplicate fine

Chinese porcelain,

Membership Cards

If you paid your dues for the 1881-82 year and
did not receive a membership card, pick up your
official card at Dave Frees Insurance, 120 Gay
Streat, Phoanixville.

Gay Street School Clock Bell

A front page photo-story in the Evening Phoenix,
partially explained why the Gay Straet School clock
bell quit. True, the bell, a historical gem since the
18005, has bean atilled because of vandal's play. |
followed up this story and learned two members of
the school board, Diana Roberts and Charles
Gutkowski, wvoted for the bell to be activated,
although the vote floundered.

| hope the newly-elected school board will take
anothar vole and get thal clock bell ringing.

After all, history |15 educational, and that dignifled
bell is a ringing reminder of our past, which, in my
opinion, |8 reason alone to reactivate the bell.

The citizens realize that Gay and Morgan Strests
attract bored people with mischief on thair minds, but
should this fact frighten ws fram enjoyving a tradition
and sound which is a wital part of downtown
Phoenixville?

| do WOT live near the achool, which s a statemeant
in the Evening Phoenix article, but that is irrelevant.
| CARE about the bell,

We pay school taxes for books, buildings and
teachers. VWhy not living history?

The school i NOT sold yel, 80 | urge our HSPA
friends to phone aschool board membars about this
issue, pro or con, Connle Brotz

membar,
Amarican Bell Associallon

Editor's Note

Thiz Is YOUR newsletter. Reprazant yourself by
calling Connle at 933-0669 and glve her your news,
views, dlscoveries and questions.




Freedom Assured at Yorktown - Again

by Sylva Smith

Hava you ever wondered, really wondered, what it
was like for our ancestors, who fought a0 desperately
200 years ago to galn the freedom that we enjoy and
take 50 much for granted today?

Since 1977, | have spent nearly every weskend re-
living the American Revolution, As a member of the
German Regiment, headquartered in Womelsdors,
Pa., | have traveled from Mewport, B.1. to Savannah,
Ga. 1o participate in the 200th anniversary baltles of
the Revolutionary War, We began in 1976, when a
Conrad Weiser achool teacher and former Potistown
native, Cary Shaner, decided 1o reactivate the
German Regiment and have some fun for the
Bicentennial. The original German Regiment was
ordered into effect in 1776 by Washington himself.

He felt that an entire Contingntal Line Regiment,’

made up of Pennsylvania Germans {Pa. Duteh) from
Lebanon and Lancaster counties, would discourage
the Hessians (being paid by the British to fight on
their side) from taking up arms againat their fetlow
“countrymean.'’ Thus, the German Regiment became
the only ethnic unit in the Continental Army.

Threugh minus 10 degree temperatures in January
at Morrestown, N.J. and 101 degree heat in Camden,
5.C.. we fought (an lost) most of the battles of the
revolution, | followed my regiment through it all, The
comradery that developed among w3 and other wnits
around campfires at night was worth the blisters from
marching miles and splitting firewood, the bruised
hips from sleeping in tents on the ground and the
broken fingernails from lugging and cooking in the
heavy irom kettles over the fire.

But Monday, Cclober 19, much of that came to an
end as the British surrenderad again to the American

Griffen Gun Status

Bob 3haffner has acquired the Griffen Gun in our
museum for the next 99 years! The Evening Phosnix
ran, on October 29, a story about our museum, and a
Liz Andrews picture of the gun. Also pictured was
George Kulp, board member and museum manager.

If you have not volunleered to host our monthly
open-to-the-public museum, first Sunday of each
month, please contact George Kulp, He needs help,

and French forces assembled in Yorktown, Virginia.
Even the appearance of Presidemis FReagan and
Minerrand was overshadowed as nearly 4,500 re-
enacted troops relived that historical day of 1781, The
hall-million spectators enjoyed the splendor but only
the re-enactors could fully appreciale the surrender.
I, personally, gave up a fiance, family reunions,
holidays and vacations to follow my regiment up and
down the east coast for the past five years. Many
others gave up much more,

And now, alter years of waiting, planning and
practicing, Yorktown was history, The largest and
wirtually last of the major baitles of the American
Revolution was over. Oh, we'll still altend a few
yearly events and get logether for competition
weekends, but YORKTOWN was over. We fell ag
though someone had died. One man furned io me
and asked, “'But what do old soldiers do now?'" Mass
depression sel in as this feeling was sharad,

The surrender al Yorktown was beyond deseription.
Some of the British openly wept as they marched
between the Americans and Frenchmen lined up on
elther side of the road. History was repeated in detail
as the British flags were carried encased in black and
the fifers played “The World Turned Upside Down.''

But just as it had been 200 years ago, there was nof
much celebrating in the American lines. The British
army wag beaten again and the word *“'freedom’’
meant much maore to all of us, But the humillation of
the great red-coated army, parading in defeat, will
never pe matched - at least for another hundred
YEArs.

Successful and Sunny

Chester County Day brought 1,124 visitors to Bob
and Mary Shaffner’'s home, and they were especially
fascinated with Beb's train memorabilia. Bob was
afraid the stairs would collapse under such a heawvy
traffic flow - but all wend well. Several photos of the
Shaffner home and one of the Ayres home appeared
in the Evening Phognis,

Our mussum was visited by 500 people, who
enjoyed economical refreshments thare - and tasty
too! The Ayres home admitted 987 visitors,

Make checks payable to:
Phoenixville, Pa. 19440

1981-1882 Dues

HSPA, Box 552, = gusea

Name

Stroat Town
Phone ZIP
Type:

Individual $3.00 Family $5.00
Student/Senior Citizen 52,00

____ Business $15.00

Data Il you can be a host or hostess the
first Sunday of each month [1-4 p.m.|
at the museum, phone 833-3244,

Signature




Martha and Matilda Capture Museum Prize

Matllda Knowles and Martha McAvoy King, HEPA
charter member, were out for a purposeful stroll once
upon a not-so-long-ago. Matilda had shooting on her
mind.

Martha, who is affectionately called the grande
dame of Phoenizville by many borough residents,
talked while partner Matilda, loocked for likely
historical subjects she could smap with her handy
CRMEra. :

The couple hiked near Pawlings Bridge on
Pawlings Road in Schuylkill Township.

While talking, gawking and trespassing, a con-
genial man, quite handsome, eyed them curiously as
he stepped out of the nearby office of the American
Inks and Coating Corporation - popularly called the
Lacquer Waorks. g

He introduced himself as Derwood A, Leas,
president of the ALC.C., which Martha recalls as the
general store and Pawlinga Post Office of long-ago.

When learning the girls had honorable intentions,”

Les contributed, *'I have an old photegraph of the

Historical House Tour

You're invited to Trappe's Historical Housa Tour
by the Historical Society of Trappe on Sunday,
December 6 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased from any member or by
writing:

Historical Soclety of Trappe, Inc.
303 Main Strest
Trappe, PA 19426
Call 488-1797 for further information. Tickets are
%5, Historical outlines will bea awvailabla at aach
Iocation the day of the tour al mo charge o the
publie,

arched covered wooden bridge and the tolinouse that
was hera on my office wall." Lea offered to make a
copy of the original and send it to Martha.

rartha hurried to the Printing Post at 318 Bridge
Strest, Phoenixvilla when she received her copy, and
askad Dollie Smith to copy the copy for Matilda and
the HEPA,

Dellie couldn't achieve a clear copy and suggested
Jog Dougherty, co-cwner of the Printing Post, might
pholograph it

Joe carried the copy carafully to the back of his
shop and set up the camera. Then he placed the copy
on a white background, shot it and labeled it
“Pawling Bridge - circa 1870°" after first checking
member-auihor Clegg's bookiet, it Started with the

" Mail Factory.”' The publication states 1875 as the date

the bridge was destroyed. (Record has it a severe
storm, mot & fireg, feveled the woodan beauty.)
Mow, our musesum has a copy of the photograph

* whigh Iooks |lke an original, and Martha and batilda

hawe a copy of the copy, and all Iz well,

1981-83 HSPA Officers

Robert Shalner
George Trunk
Joanne Brown

President
Adm. Vica President
Exec. Vice President

Paggy Trunk Recording Seac.
Bette J. Zelgler Corresponding Sec.
Joseph Puleo, Jr. Treasurar

Directors far 1 Year
Mellie Berger, Albert Eaches, Charles McCabe, Bob
Verish.

Directors for 2 Years
Polly Croft, George Kulp, Pam Mitchall, Laura Robb.

Hiztorical Soclety

Of the Phoenixville Area
P.0. Box 552
Phoenixville, P& 19460
Connie Bretz: Editor




