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A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

Our June 10 mesating will be held at headguarters, Main and Church Strests, at 7:30 p.m. Free parking Is
available at Southeast National Bank, Phoenixville Federal Savings and Loan and borough hall parking lot,

Head Count

Rodger Rapp, president, announces our member-
ship total for 1980-81 is 380. This number Includes
children on the family plan.

New Appointment

Joanne Brown of 403 Valley Forge Road, Phoenix-
villa, replaces Alice Civitello as board member. Alice

did a superlative job as chigl fund raiser. Many
thanks, Alice.

HSPA Publishes Booklet

Miriam Clegg, member, wrote; HSPA published:
“‘it started with The MNail Faclery.'' It's yours for
$3.18.

If you appreciate Phoenixville for its wealth of
history and ecolor, you'll want to order this fing
booklel and, at the same time, support HSPA.

Miriam illustrated her booklet with skilliul, relevant
skaicheas.

e
June 10 Program
John Carrol

Connle Bretz, freelance writer and biking enthus-
jast, will talk on "“The Rewards of Research."'

Connie holds a bachelor of arts and was a
kindergarten teacher in the Owen J. Robertz and
Pottstown School Districts for a dozen years.

She organized ‘‘Majolica Sunday" for HSPA in
1979 and chalred Pa. German Day which is held
evary June 28 by governmental proclamation.

Bob Shaffner has reported he may place his home
on the historic register. Part of his proparty once was
RAeeve's carriage house. Bob and Mary Shalfner have
done a remarkable work at 125 Prospect Street on
Cobblestone Hill,

Their home has been on tour lists for several years
now, If you hawve not seen the Shafiner place, do!

Fire Threatens
Historic Landmarks

Luckily, the fire that threatened the oldest house In
fown this spring, 10 Main Street, was a minor one.
The lovely stone barn belonging to State Rep. and
Mrs. Samuel Morris is another tale. An estimated
100,000 damage resulted and the barn  was
destroyed. More than 50 pige died.

Sad news is often buffeted by good, howeawer, and
it's a happy note that Meal Thorpe, membear, is
spearheading interest and action in the Mont Clare
Schuylkill Canal. (April 25 was cleanup day.)
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Lights, Camera . . . Fire!

Reprinted from Today, The Ingquirer Magazine
: Linda Kowall

Before World War 1. Fhiladelphia was the Hallywood of the East, headguariers of a far-flung movie empire,
practically the motion picture capital of the world. And for 1his you can thank a film pioneer named Fop Lubin.
For thal matler. se could Cecil B. DaMilie,

For the old movie veteran whose studios at 20th and Indiana Avenue and across the Schuylklll from Valley
Forge &t Betzwood were once among the largest and most technologically advanced in the werld, it would
cerlainly come 85 a surprise to hear that it has taken 60 years and a story about & guy named Rocky for
filmmakers to “discover’™ Philadelphia’s value a5 a mavie location.

Friends remember Pop Lubin as ane of the industry’s most oolorful figures, Born In 1851 in either Breslau or
Fosen in wnat was then Prussia, he immigrated to the United States in 1876 and embarked on a series of monay
making schemes that are said to hawve ranged from prospecting for gold to peddling jewelry to Indians. (One of
iz mare successful endeavors was the creation of a cleansing paste called Putzpommada.) Abouyt the time of his
marriage 1o Annig Abrams in 1882, Pop finally settled In Philadalphla and opened the optical store at 237 H.
Eighth 5. that was 1o become the foundation for his venture into motion pictures . . .

Lubin films were always a welcome sight for strained eyes. John J. Comfort, & retired projectionist who
worked ar Lubin'gs Batzwood studio as & bay, recalls that there was a great deal of truth to the motte “Clear As a
gell'” beneaih Pop's Liberty Bell trademark. * They were the best at that time, because Lubin was a lensmaker
Oy trade and, as a result, his pictures ware the brightest, the sharpest and clearost an the screen.”

And then there was Beltzwood, '“Whether a scenario demands pralrie or mountain, river-bank or railroad,
farmyard or Western plain, guarry or factory, the quaint wide-porehed mansion of Civil VWar times or a
nresent-day suburban two-by-four, no Lubin director need wander oculside Betzwood in search of the proper
setting, Betzwood is in a word — @ director’s paradise,”” was how the N.Y. Dramatic Mirror described Lubin's
slugic-gstate on the Schuylklll near Porl Kennedy.

Pop bought the S00-acre estale of brewer John Belz for an estimated 52 million In 1912 and reportedly spent
anather million to make i "‘the most finely equipped plant for outdoor pictures In the world.'” BMovies were
filmed inside the:Betzwood mansion itself and on the estate’'s Hollywood-s1yla backiot with specially designed
oltdoor stages with removable sides. Lubin's zoo included dogs, wild deer and bears, and, to lend atmoaphere to
his Belzwood ''Westerns,"' he kept horses, sheep and cattle on hand. About 20 of the cowboys on his payroll
actually lived on the estate. Some of the land was farmed, and the products helped to feed the huge community
of 700 actors, dirgctors and technicians.

Lubin's exclusively patentad film-processing equipment made Betzwond's laboratories the last word in modern
mation picture technology. From start to finished print, Pop's printing process was 75 percent automated and, to
insure ideal atmospheric conditions, the plant was hermetically sealed and air conditioned by specially designed
rmachines that could clean 75,000 cubic feet of alr a minuta.

LOCAL MEMBER REFORTS

Belly Fink, member, Virginia Avenue, Phoenixville, has personal memories of Lubin Studio, Betty lived in a
double house ai Port Kennedy next to the furnace near Lubin's Studio, She recalled how the actors and actresses
came to Lubin’s on the 5:46 train: Wanda Hawley, Kathieen McDonald, sister of Jeanette McDonald — MNelson
Eddy’s partner-in-song, were the two stars she rememberad.

When the Lubin picture-makers wanted children in their films, they came to Betly's howse. In one sceng
Betty's brothers and sisters ware kneeling at the foot of the cross. "My mother got $8 for each child per day,””
Betty reminisced.

“One tima they took three or four of us kids to MWorristown (9 cents on the train from Port Kennedy to
Morristown) where they showed a movie at the opera house. When the picture was shown, | could ses my
sister’s two missing teeth,” recalled Belty or ““Mrs. Republican’' as she is known locally. Betty talked about a
Lubin movie she enjoved. It was titled '*The Walley of Lost Hope,™"

““Some of tha kids played hooky lo walch a burning scene,’” chuckled Beity. “'The truant officer came up and
seolded tham for skipping school — they walched the burning scene and the horses doing tricks.'”

“Lois Evasew was in ona ol the films of the later years. Sha was from Phoanixville. Her hushand was
aszsociated with ‘the Screen and Window GCompany on Church Strest,'’ Betlty continued.

Sha said a Thomas Inge was married o Lubin's daughter. '‘He was handsome,"' emphasized Betty, **There
was a big chauffeur whose name was Paul Figle. Paul and his wife, Marle, llved on Valley Forge Hill nol very
far from the chapel.''

Mrs. Joseph Croft, another HSPA member, recalled she and her |ate husband acted in the Lubin film titled

“Tillia's Tomato Surprige.'' They wore Colonial clothes. ““Marie Dressler was the star and she weighed 200
pounds,”” Mrs. Croft said.
[Editor’s Mote: In the March 189581 magazine *'Good Old Days,'' you can read mora about Lubin Studio. Cathering
. Rowell from Mew Port Richey, Florida, wrote that she enjoyed reading about Lubln Liberty Bell
feature films popular ground 1813, 5he said she lived next door, 83 a child, to a Mra. Lubin, a widow having one
daughter. Rowell recalled that Mrs. Lubin didn't brag about the filma but did mention them and beautHul
Betzwood where they wera flimed . . . | hear a persistent rumor that Lubin's films are buried at the botiom of
the lagoomn, now filled with trash, at Betzwood, Will someone investigate or 13 this a wild story?)



More About June 10 Program

Connie has researched Incal artifacts of Phosnix-
ville and WValley Forge. She also documenied
representative Pa. Dutch expressions for Westminster
Press, Philadelphia. American Wildlife Federation
has used her scientific research,

Finally, she has used local history for her fictional
tales during the last nine years as storyteller at the
Phoenixville Public Library.

Hear sample collection of bells will be on exhibit
Jumne 10,

Author! Author!

Miriam Clegg, member, who wrole it started with
The MNall Factory™" lives in Chester Springs.

She has more than a caswal interest in Phoenixville;
her ancestor, Ann Longsireth, occupied 10 Main
Street, also known as Starr and Longstreth house,

One of Ann's daughters was married to Joseph
Starr, Two other daughters were married to sons of
Moses Coates. A fourth daughter married William
Fussell of the Fountain Inn. Jonathan Alloway, on
page 28 of the bookletl, was her ancestor who-worked
at the nail factory.

Miriam's husband, also, had ancestors in tha
borough. The Cleggs have a greal deal of memar-
abilia handed down 1o them via generations.

Flea-Food Sale

Waorking hard at the HSPA flea and food market
werg the following members: Miriam Clegg, David
Frees Jr., Dottie Kulp, George Kulp, Jean Rapp,
Rodger Rapp, Tom Fapp, Laura Robb, Pam Mitchell,
Bob Shafiner, Mary Shaffner, George Trunk, Peg
Trunk, Betsy Williams.

Many people were behind the scene telephoning,
publicizing, ete. | don®t know who they were but their
services were greatly appreciated.

Publicity stars ware Migel Holloway, 4 years old,
and Barry Taglieber, Bob Shafiner, George Trunk,

Al last count, a total of $936 was accomplished.
This is an increase over 1980°'s Flea-Food Sale,

Dogwood Parade

Look for HSPA's fifth division entry in the annual
Phoenixville Dogwood Parade, May 16 — antique

cars. Howard Bechtel is in charge.
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Make checks payable to: HSPA, Box 552,

1980-1981 Dues Phoenixville, Fa. 19480 #{_" S
s
N Z 4 {01l
Street Town hspg
Phone ZIP 9
Type:

Individual $3.00 Family 55.00

& :f._:)‘
Student /Senior Citizen 52.00 | HI!
Business $15.00

Date ) If you can be a host or hostess the
; first Sunday ol each month [1-4 p.m.]
Signature at the museum, phone §33-3248.




Majolica Madness Spreads

Dan D'lmperio, a columnist for the Philade phia
Bulletin who writes on antiques, was ssked by a
reader, “'Would you please agsist us in appraising a
collection of majolica accessories?'”

He answered:

. . .with majolica madness sweeping through
collecting ramks, prices in this category have been
edging even higher,

“Price guotation: pasket, floral decorated, rope
mandle, 10 inches long, 18850s, £50; bread plate,
green ground, wheat and leal design, 1800s, £50;
compaote, cherub stem, pink ground, 8 inches tall,
1870s, $85, |ardinere, scrolled motif, 14 Inches tall,
18808, ¥175; pitcher, pineapple shape, & inches tall,
1890s, $120; plate, cauliflpwer paltern, & inches in
diameter, £50,

Can You Help?

David Evans of Athens, Ga._, is doing research for a
docloral dissertation entitled “'Sherman’s Horsemen:
Unicn Cavalry Operations in the Atlanla Campaign,
1864,

He wantzs 1o know il Pennsylvania residemts of our
areq have any letters, digries or memoirs by members
of the Tih Pennsylvania Cavalry or the 4th U5,
Cavalry. Please contact:

David Evans
Aparimeant 545
160 Dudley Drive
Athens, GA 30610

HSPA Officers

Rodger Rapp President
David M. Frees Jr. Adm. Vice Pres.
Robert Shaffner Exec. Vice Pres.
Peggy Trunk Recording Sec.
Dorothy Thomas Corresponding Sec.
Joseph Puleo Jr. Treasurer

Chester Hotel

According to a lifelong resident of Phoenixville whose
close relative owned Chester Hotel, the building |5
the same today as it was then.

Cur resident remembers a big captain's chair by
the enmtrance,

Our source recalls being 4-5 years old and taking a
couple of younger kids, who were nicknamed the
Katzenjammer kids, on a spontanecus trip. She took
them to "“Tocner Flals'' and was punished lor the
dead.

Just a Teaser

"It started with THE NAIL
FACTORY"™
. "Phoenixville, it is claimed, was the first place
in the world where nails were made with the use of
anthracite coal alone for fuel, Wilth the greater
efficiency of this mineral fusl, production was
enormous . . .'" Order your copy of Mirlam's
admirable production by sending your check for $3,18
to the loge address of this newsletler. There are

“limited copies. Gel yours soon!

Do You Know?

According to Patricia J. Hewitt, Central Valley, M.
¥., used clothing, househald goods and other items
given to charitabla organizations are fax deduciible
donations,

You must have a recaipt for the donatlon as proof
of 1he contribution which most groups will give you.,
Thiz news is a litila late for HEPA's Flea Sale, April
25, but congider it for the future.

Historical Society

Of the Phoenixville Area
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