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““A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH™

Cur March 11 meeting will be hald at headquarters, Main and Church Sireats, at 7:30 p.m. Free parking I5
available at Southeast Mational Bank, Phoenisville Federal Savings and Loan and borough hall parking lot.

Head Count

Kathy Tarlecki announces our membership tetal for
1980-1281 as 379, including children on the family
plan program.

HSPA Officers

Rodger Rapp Presidant
David M. Frees Jr. Adm. Vice Pres,
Foberl Shaffrer Exac. Vice Pres.
Paggy Trunk Recording Sec.
Dorothy Thomas Corresponding Sec.
Jogeph Puleo Jr, Treasurer

Mini Museum Open

George and Dottie Kulp have been hosting visitors
at our museum every first Sunday of the month.
Interest in attendance is building slowly, If you
haven't seen the museum, plan to do so the first
Sunday of the month from 1 to 4 p.m. Spread the
word!

Pennypacker's History of Phoenixville will be on
sale at the musauwm.

Program — March 11

Huston J. Gampbell will be our speaker March 11
and will play oral history tapes.

Some of his tapes deal with harvesting ica. Explicit
directions ragarding storing ice In fce house are
related.

Mr. Campbell resides at R.D. 2, Phoanixville,

hMany of you folks will remember br. Campball's
father who did Impersonations of President Lincoln.

New Appointment

George Kulp, Jr. has been appointad to the HSPA
Board of Directors replacing the late Harry Moyer.
Welcome!

Genealogical Sources

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com-
missicn has published a 123-page guide to the
resources for genealogical study in the Pennsylvania
State Archives.

Fobert M, Druclor, an associate state archivist, I3
the author of this work which is titlad "“*Guide to
Genealogical Sources at the Pennsylvania State
Archives, '

This guide which can be useful te you, if you are
involved in genealogical and family research, lists the
record, manuscript and microfilm holdings of the
Slate  Archives at Harrisburg. The information
includes ships” passenger fists, wital stalistics,
naturalizatlon, military, church, prisen, cemetery and
land records and records and manuscripts of other
types,

You can purchase the guide by sending a check or
moneay crder for $5.36 to Pannsylvania Historical and
tMuseurmn Commission, Box 1026, Harrisburg, Pa.
17120, Include your zip code and complete address.

Coming Soon!
Here!

A Flea Market Is planned for April 25, A bake sale,
soup and Trunk's barbeques (famous many years
agoe)] will be yours for the buying! Please donate
household items for this event.

933-0669 Connie Bratz, Editor



Prevost acquired Mill Grove and five years later sold
It to Jean Audubon,

In 1804, Captaln Audubon sent his 19-year-old son
John James to Ml Grove to live and supervise the
estate which included a lead mine. Young Aububon
lived hera for little more than two years but while
here gained his first impressions of American blrds
and wildllfe on trips into the forests surreunding the
eslate.

Mill Grove remained Audubon property untll 1808
when Francis DaCosta, who had been  young
Audubon's partner in working the mine, bought tha
estate from Caplain Audubon. Two years later, Jobn
James married Lucy Bakewell and moved to
Kentucky, Samuel Watherill of Philadelphia pur-
chased the property in 1813 and it remained in the
family until its gale by Herbert J. Wetharill in 1851 to
Meontgomery Counly.

Today Ml Grove serves as an  outstanding
memorial 1o a great man because of the efforts of
thie Montgomery County commissioners who pre-
served this estate as a musaum and  wildlife
sanctuary.

Mill Grove, situatad high on a rise overlooking the
Perkiomen Creek, is a 130-acre estate, once the home
of John James Audubon, noted artist and naturalist.
He was the first to portray birds and other wildlife in
a natural and realistic manner,

Mill Grove is the only true Audubon home still
standing in America. The estate is in Lower
Providence Township and was owned for 17 years by
Audubon®s father, Jean, a French sea captain.

The house was built in 1782 by James Morgan who

" gold the property to John Penn, & descendent of

William Penn. In 1784, a French planter named

Belated Thanks

Ruth Weidner showed her extensive slides of the
rn?ggéwilla pottery at the minl museum dabut, Moy,

A few people brought their majolica pieces hoping
Ruth could estimate their value. Ruth isn't involved
in this area of pottery knowledge, but she is probably
the only person around who has completed her thaesis
on the 100-year-old Gritfen, Smith and Hill Potiery —
once a landmark at Starr and Church Streats. MNow
it's a parking lot,

Help Wanted

You are needed to sort out and catalogue artlfacts
for the new museum.

Volunteers for the historical site survey should
contact Kelly Murphy in care of Rodger Rapp,
president, at 933-6350. You will learn a lot about
architectura Il you join this group.

_.;2_.-" o

Huston Campbell, our March 11 speaker, taught
high schoal 38 years in Foloroft and Morristown. His
argas of expertise were history, math, geography
and junior business training. He also coached sports,

Campbell is very interesied in birds and led a
junlor Audubon growp, He had an article in The
Evening Phoenix and the American Agriculturist
magazina relatad to birds.

On his farm of 84 acres, he maintains bluebird
nests made of charry logs most of the year.

Campbell is a member of the East-West Pikeland
Historical Soclety.

He has a large collection of arrowheads and will
display them at the March mesting,

He retired from teaching im 1971,

Speakers’ Bureau

JEANMNE AUSTIN
John Morris — March 5 ““Medlcine in Chester
County"' for Kiwanis Club at Bull Tavarn.
David Freas Jr. — "‘History of Phoanixville” for Girl
Scouts of Schuylkill Township and March 12 *“History
of Phoanixvilla’ for 5t, John's Lutheran Chureh.
Robert Shafiner — Dec. 10, "'The Iron Company'® for
Masanic Lodge and Jan. 12 "' The lron Company'" for
Rotary Club,



County’s 15 Covered Bridges on Historic Register

Courtesy of the Main Line Times

Filteen covered bridges in Chester County have
been placed on the Mational Register of Historlc
Places. Tha delightful wooden structures are land-
marks in this county betwsen Valley Forge and
Lancaster County.

Many of the structures date from the mid-19th
Century and are fine examples of Burr Truss
conatructlon where solid hand hewn timbers are
jolned te form a continuous arch anchored at easch
edge of the bank.

One of the most famous bridges is Knox's Bridge
at the eastern edge of Valley Forge Mational Park,
Sixty-six feet in length, the structure is a favorite of
painters and photographers.

Some bridges ara over 100 fest long and two, the
Mary Anna Pyle Bridge and Pine Grove Bridge, are
twin span structures. bMany stlll feature old advertis-
ing signs painted on the interiors.

Tha Chestar Couniy Tourist Promotion Bureay can
supply @ map and additional infarmatien for planning
a route 1o see these barn like bridges and the historic
region in which they survive,

Spanning plcturesque streams with the names of
Franch GCreek, Octorara, Big Elk, Buck Run and
Brandywine, these nostalgic bridges ferm the basis
for exploring the rollimg hills and charming villages of
Chester County. This hisloric area celabrates the

A00th anniversary of Its founding by Willlam Penn in
1902,

A pleasant weekend could be apent coumting
covered bridges, dining at country inns, smelling the
spring flowers at Longwood Gardens and absorbing a
little history at Valley Forge and the Brandywine
Battlefleld. For detaila write to the Chestar County
Tourlst Bureay at 33 West Markel Streal, West
Chester, 19380 or call 431-8365. Additional visitor
informatien is also awvailable from the visitors
informatien desk run by the bureau at Lengwood
Gardens Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Flaced on the Mational Register wers: Rudolph and
Arthur Coverad Bridge, New London-Elk Townships;
Glen Hope Covered Bridge, Elk Tawnship; Linten
Stevens Covered BEridge, Nottingham-New London
Townships; Speakman Mo, One Covered Bridge, East
Fallowfield Township; Hayes Clark Covered Bridge,
East Fallowfield Township: Larkin Coversed Bridge,
Marsh Creek 3tate Park, Uppar Uwchlan Township;
Sheeder Hall's Covered Bridge, Wes! Vincent-East
YWincent Townships; Kennedy Covered Bridge, East
Vincent Township; Rapp's Coversd Bridge, East
Fikeland Township: Knox Covered Bridge, Tredyfirin
Township; Speakman Mo. Two, Mary Ann Pyle
Eridge, East Fallowfield Township; Bartram’s Cow-
erad Bridge, Willistown Townshlp-Newtlown Town-
ship, Dwlaware Counly: Pine Grove, Lowar Oxford,
and Mercer Ford in West Fallowfield Township.

Down Memory Lane

Courtasy of Tha Evening Phoenix

By Howard R. Pennypacker

| remember the old Phoenix Hotel when Jake Wall
ran [l. He owned a big, red Locomobile. You had to
crank a ¢ar by hand in those days, and if It I:hackllrm:l
you were liable to get a broken arm,

Then Mike Hackeit took the hotel over. Mike was a
big man. Ha was on town council and was thie
burgess &t ome time. His wife and his beautiful
daughter used 1o help him take care of tha hotel
guasizs. His daughter married a doctor from Scranton
and moved away from town,

The hotel bar was on the Main Street side of the
bullding. The hotel was a gathering place of many of
the town's businessmen and iron company bosaes
after working hours. | remember my old friend, ke
Tripp. He worked in Potistown.

He would put his horse at the livery stable and
take the train to work. Before golng home, he would
stop in for a few drinks with tha boys. On the way
home he would fall asleep In the buggy. He lived on
a farm out on Pothouss Acad. The horse kKnew tha
way and always got him home safely.

In writing thi= story, | am taking it from memory
and | may make a few errors. | realize there are a
few things | do not remember clearly.

On' the north slde of Bridge Street was the building
where the Daily Republican was published. Mr. Polk
was the first editor | remember. He had a beautiful
daughter, Peggy.

Mr. G. E. Albert hecame the editor of the Dally
Republican after Mr. Polk left. Next was E. J. Breeca
(he waa a good friend of mine and | stlll correspond
with him). Joe Ujobal was the next aditor and then
mrs. Thorpa. Mrs. Thorpe is the daughter of Mr. and
Mri. H.H. Gilkyson Jr.

[Editar's Mote: Mrs., Thorpe recently retired from
The Evening Phoenix as publisher.}

| must say a few words about Mr. Gilkyson's
father, Col. H.H, Gllkyson. He lived in the blg house
at the corner of Gay Streal and Fourth Avenues. The
lawns and gardens extended from Fourth Avenue to
Mutt Roed. | remember the grape arbor, the rosa
garden and the perennial beds. The whale yard was
surrounded by a pivet hedge. Along the street was a '
flagstone sidewalk, one of the few In town. (Most of
the sidewalks were made of brick and some of
clnder).

At 8:30 a.m. Mr. Gilkyson left his home and
walked to his office on Main Street hill below Chureh
Streel. 1 wsed to like to walk with him on my way to
school. He gave me a |ot of free counseling and
seemed pleased that | enjoyed talking with him. The
“Colénel,'" as everybody called him, was a good
lawyer and owned maost of the stock in tha Daily
Fepublican which he ruled with an iron hand. By thai
I maan the paper was run the way he wanted it to be
run, and before anything was printed he would check
it out. This was a good policy on his part as he would
have bean tha loser If anything went wrong.



Preserving Trips Down Memory Lane

By Maryanne Conheim
Inguirer Staff Writer

“| remember the horses and buggles on dusty
strewis. That's really a wonderful memory to me, and
thera's really nobody to share it with now,”' said the
old man. His voice halting, quavery.

"lea was delivered by an lcaman 10 us wilth tongs.
That ice was cut from the Fock River, stored in a
warehouse and covered with sawdust so It wouldn't
melt. So we had ice the year ‘round."

Sound like someone you know — your grandfather,
perhaps? The rusiy voice unreaeling that tale through
the tape recorder is somone's grandfather, and,
decades after his own voice has been stilled, his
descendants will be able to listen to his storles, hear
of his joys, his sorrows, hls experiences, his life, his
wigdom. And, perhaps, they will learn from tha
lisbening.

if they do, it will be thanks, at least in part, 1o a
concept called "life review" — the tape-recorded
spoken autobicgraphies of ordinary people — and the
two young men who have turmed recorded remin-
iscances into a fledgling business in Phoenlxvilie
called Milchell Scott Biographers,

Library Stories Based
On Phoenixville History

As your editor and storyteller at Phoanixvilla Public
Library, It's beem my pleasure to concoct original
fables wsing actual avents and locations In Phoaniz-
wville for children and adults,

What fun! | have played with facts about the Iron
Company, majolica pottery works, the rabbit business
as described by Lester Turner in the December, 1980,
HSPA newsletter, Puddlers Row, the mysterious
triangular house on the MNorth  Side  (Franklin
Avenue), the Mont Clare Canal, and othars.

The Story Telling Hour dates to 1915 and was
suggested by tha late Samuel Whitlaker.

Oral historians have been recording personal
exporionces and eyewitness accounts on taps for
years. Sluds Terkel stuck a microphome Into the
hands of working Americans and 1lurned the
Iypescripl into a best seller called "““Working.”' Terkel
and tha othar oral historians have Alexander Graham
Ball to thank for it,

““Im the early part of this century we had letters,
but with the advent of the telephone, letter-writing
was gone,'' said Scoit Efter, 24, a gerontologist who
founded Mitchell Scott Biographers with Mitchell
Berger, also 24, who is a radio reporter.

According te Ebter, just as the once elegant and
informative epistle has besen replaced by the
telephone, respect for elders — and exposura to their
accumulated wisdom — has been replaced by a
streamlined system of warghousing that remowves
many, of the aged from the members of their families
who come after them,

The Lubin Studio
Betzwood, Pa.

r_ r o
The Ingulrer magazine, ©cl. 12, 1980, earried an
excellent articla on nearby Lwbin Studio, onca an

exciting movie site, Look for escerpts in the next
HSPA newslellar.

Historical Sociaty
Of the Phoanixville Area

P.O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19480
Connie Bretz: Editor




