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A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

September Dinner Meeting Starts HSPA’S Fourth Year

The Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area will
mark the beginning of its fourth year with a dinner
meeting Sepl. 24 at Dellaguila's Restaurant, Phoenix=

Sheila Martin: Program

Sheila W, Martin of 28 FHome Road, Halbore, Pa.,
will be our speaker, Sept. 24. She will talk on *'A Day
in the Life aof An Early Amearican Housewifa."'

Mrs. Martin has been a freslance writer 12 years,
publizhed 100 articles in local and national magazines
and newspapers and has written a book **The
Colonial Spirit,""

For the past five years, she has been teaching
journalism at the Ambler Campus of Temple Univer-
sity. She has been a columnist on early American
history four years,

£

We ran out of strawberries. Harold Berger was
deuzed with water. Bob Bretz almost fell over a wireg,
bt the Strawberry Festival held on the lawn of the
H.5.P.A. home, Main Strest, was a pleasant
community event. Alice Clvitello reported a profit of
£218.35 and says Thank You!

Many members helped with hamburgers, home-
made shartcaka and cherry pias.

Qur reporter saw the following workers: Rodger
Rapp, Alice Civitello, Pat Meklos, Arlene Verish,
Kathy Tarleckl, Geocrge Kulp, Dave Freas, Jr., Paggy
Trunk, George Trunk, Bob Verish, Mary Jane Fraas,
Muolly Szegedy.

willa. Gocktails will be served from B:30 to 7. Cost of
the roast beef dinner is $5.00. Persons planning to
attend may send checks marked ''Banguel’ to the
address at the top of this page.

Hmtoﬂc Srte Sun'ay

Kelly Murphy, Estelle Cremers and Bob Shaffmer
met July 2 to organize the historic site survay in our
area, |f your home was built before 1930, it will ba
included in the survey.

Volunteers will be needed to fill oul application
forms describing features of the sita.

Each volunteer should contact 25 to 30 sites which
include hotels, homes, banks, etc. Call Bob at
933-B145.

Rodger Rapp, president, made a sign now
“'planted"’ an Main Street pinpointing our location for
the public. Thank you, Rodger, for @ much nesded
marker,

John Marris, member, spoka on the hardships of
traveling by stagecoach in the year 1702, to the
Kiwanis Club this summer. According to John, the
18th Century innkeeper was a sly, untrustworthy
character. The traveling of earlier days was danger-
ous and quite uncomfortable.

933-0669 Connie Bretz, Editor



The day of the Spring Field trip began about 8:30
a.m. May 10 as we boarded a bus at Stouffers Hotel,
King of Prussia, and traveled east towards Potistown.

Our first destination was Laurel Locks Farm, Locks
52 and 53. We were greeted by Mr. G.D. Marshall,
owner of Laurel Locks Farm, who distributed small
pamphlets explaining the history of his farm,

As Mr. Marshall guided aur tour, we learned the
original dead 1o the farm was registered in 1739 to
Mr., Thomas Millard, In 1838 the Schuylkill Navi-
gation Company completed and began operation of
the canal which cuts across the farm property. Sinca
1905, when Marshall acquired the farm, he has
presarved the small section of the canal as well as the
lacks.

We arrived at the Aqueduct Remains below Lock
56 in Parkerford, From there we went to Outlet Lock
&7 and Lock 60 at Black Rock Dam.

After a box lunch at Betzwood Park, we traveled to
Catfigh Dam, Lock 83; Narristown Dam, Lock 64, and
Qutlel Lock, Conshohacken, Lock &7. At Flat Rock
Dam, Lock 68, the group was given the opportunity ta

Workers’ Calendar

The first community-besed calendar for 1980 basead
on the lives of working people was released by
Fiorelle H. LaGuardia Community Gollage and the
Greater Astoria Historical Sociaty, M. Y.

Twelve rare photographs of working people in
Astoria prior to 1945 have been collected in the
calendar and are accompanied by brlaf histories
based on interviews with the workers and their
families.

Among the photographs: Hans Donhauser in front
of his florlst shop on Astaria Boulevard, 1889;
waorkers an the Hellgate Bridge, circa 1916; Gildo
ESpadoni, painter, atop the Triboro Bridge, 1935:
women on the gssembly line at the Loft Candy
Factory, 1043,

The photographs were gathered |last year when the
Greater Astoria Historical Society sponsored a contest
ta find pictures of Astorlans at work prior to 1945,
After the 12 winners were selected, thay were
interviewed In depth. The oral history interviews form
the basis for the brief work biographies included in
the calendar. Each biography was translaled into one
of three languages — Italian, Spanish, Greek — on a
rotating basis. These are the three major athnic
groups in Astoria.

Far a copy of the calendar contact:

Susan Armiger

LaGuardia Community College
31-10 Thomson Avenue

Long lsland City, MN.Y. 11101

The Phoenixville area might like to adapt this idea
for 1981. It would create and stimulate community
interest and probably make monay for someone or

group.

Spring Field Trip

walk the remaining distance of the restored section of
Manayunk Canal 1o Locks 8% and 70. The restored
section of the canal is wsed az a focal point to bring
recognition to  Manayunk. A yearly celebration
similar to Phoenixville’s Dogwond Days, is held sach
year. The celsbration is called “'Canal Days in
Planayunk.'”

For wou camera buffs, the best time to take
pictures of the ¢anals and locks I3 in the fall when
follage Iz not 50 dense.

QOur day closed with a dinner at Stowffer's
Festaurant, Guest speaker, Harry L. Rinker, past
president of the Pennsylvania Tanal Society, spoke on
camera clubs and canals, Rinker's talk included
historical and modern photographs of the day's
events as well as information on the Delaware and
Schuylkill Canals. Take @ canal irip — you wan't be
SOrTY.

Bob and Arlene Verish

&)

Wanted

The H.5.P.A. needs a pickup truck for general
haulimg and mainfenance work at our headguarters.
Please let the society know If you can help in this
arga. Phone or use the address at the top of the first
page. Call Bob Verish at 933-8606 or Rodger Rapp at
933-6350.

Fiea Markel Fiash!

Cur Ways and Means Committee is planning a flea
market at our headquarters, Sept. 20. Watch the local
newspaper for details. Hoagies and other treats will
alzo be served Sept. 20, Start saving your donations
tar this evant!

Sponsors Needed

If you would like to sponsar our  quarterly
newsletter, please write or call Rodger Rapp,
933-6350, and inform him. Inflation and costs mount!

HSPA Officers

Rodger Rapp
David M. Frees Jr.
Robert Shaffnar
Peggy Trunk
Dorothy Thomas
Joseph Puleo Jr.

President

Adm. Viee Prasident
Exet. Vice Prasident
Recarding Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer



HSPA Has Urgent Need

A few members cannot carry the load. Please indicate your willingness io help with the following
concarns. (Circle one of 15 needs.)
. Fix the pipe in man's room.
. Fix kilchan sink.
. Place cover over kitchen dogr.
Place covers over basement windows,
HAeplace rainspouts.
. Repair cellar way, ceiling and walls.
. Put cover over outside stairs.
. Replace door sill on Church Streel side.
. Replace broken windows.
10. Bemowve old tiles on floors,
11. Move pianc into cabinet,
12. Paint outside.
13. Build portable stairs for kitchen doorway.
14. Cut grass in summer and spring.
15. Shovel snow.
We are sa fortunate to have a historical site for our home. Becorma involved and anjoy a wonderful sense
of community belonging.

Chester County Day

Chester County Day cometh! Prepare to enjoy the
day by touring the exgulsite homes and gardens that
are tha pride of Chester County. Check your Cheaster
County Day newspaper, available in the Phoenixville
Public Library, for a writeup of aur H.5.P,A. home.

Museum Opens Nov. 1

The target date for the opening of H.5.P.A.
Mugeum is Mov. 1, 1980. Flease wolunteer your
sErvices.

Town Picnic

H.5.F.A, was represented at the annual town
pienic Auvg. 3. Did you noticea? The picnic was at
Friendship Field, Phoenixville, from 11 am. to &
p.m,

Dues Payable Sept. 24, 1980

Make checks payable to: HSPA, Box 552, Seien | oo |
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Down Memory Lane. .. About 70 Years Ago

PFart ¥ — Courtesy of The Evoning Phoonix

By Howard R. Pannypacker

Along the Pickering Valley Rallroad tracks on West
Bridge Street, John C. Dettra had a coal company
which was later taken over by his son, Harold Dettra.
Than came the Henessy Coal Yard. Then Amos G.
Gotwals had & lumber and ¢coal business which
covered quite a bit of ground. This was later taken
over by Morris Penrose. Later Frank C. Andrews took
over this business and then it became the Phoenix
Lumber Company. Andrews built & store along
gridge Street in front of his lumber yard and it was
occupiad by the A & P Market for many years,

Mext was the Freight Station. The railroad sidings
ran up to Bridge Street, Here freight and coal wara
unloaded and carrled away by wagona and later by
truck. Jim Eyrich would get a carload of vegetables,
fruit, fish, and meat shipped from Dock Street in
Philadelphia to supply hiz market on South Main
Street. | unloaded many a carload of coal from this
spot to supply heat for our greennouses. These wers
the days when we did not mind hard work and the
dollar was worth a dollar.

There were a lot of brick houses further along this
streel. Some of thase houses are still standing.

Then the Weilands started up in tha wholesale pork
business in this vicinity, They slarted with a white
horse and a Dearborn wagon 1o make delivery around
town to the meat shops, Later on, as trucks came in,
the business grew, and they made deliveries to many
surrounding cun‘tmunltlas I'l.u'l}ur frlend, Frank Welland

was the president of the company. When he died at
the age of §5, the business went downhill amd finglly
winl out of existenca.

William Anglemaoyer started & knitting mill in & lof
back of the houzes algng Bridge Sireef, west of
Wheatland 3treet.

Eli Stoltzfus bulilt a garage on Bridge Sireet across
fram the Fountain Inn,

Ardas had a concrete block factory in this vicinity,
Concrate blocks were |ust coming into existznce, and
tile and brick were being used less for jobs.

Mow let's go back to Gay Strest and go down the
soulh side of Bridge Sirest, There wers a lot of brick
buildings alang this street, and |later, stores were pul
ir the first floors of these structures. lke Justin had a
warehouse along here and a saddle shop where they
made all types of harnesses for horses.

When the Ford Model T came ouf, Ike Jusiin had
the agency. When he relired he wanted to sell it to
me. | didnt take him wup on thiz propesition and
maybke | missed the boat. However, | planned to go
Into the flower business with my father. When ke
retired he sold the business to Clare Wamsley who
ran It unlil he died. Later on, other stores werg buill
and Jerry's Market took up a lot of spaca.

In this vicinity Aoy Shutes built the first garage in
LW,

Furthar down we had the Chescter Hotel and
Gaorge Detwilar's Marble Works (tombstones, ele.)
George was also a builder and put up several houses
around lown.

From here west there wera mostly dwallings and a
tew small sioras.

Battery C had a building at Buchanan Street and
Bridge Strest. It is still thera.

There have baen many changes and [ could write of
business in this area in later years. Bui now | am
tired and will end this stery. My fingers ares
beginning to cramp,

Die Gluft

The increased interest in local history, fostered by the Bicentennial observance, prompted Individuals throughout
the Commaonwealth to examine their heritage and frace their ''roots.’’ Many projects and actlvities sponsored by
historical and civie orgamnizations, churches and schools were initiated. **Dle Gluft."" oral histery project of John W,
Zug's fifth grade eciasses In ‘Womelsdorf, Pa., began during that time and is still flourishing long afier tha
Bicentennial fervor has subsided.

"'Die Gluft,”" (which refers to a local mountain pass) is a potpourrl of storles of the Lebanon Valley collected by the
student from alder members of the communily. The stories are colleciad on tape, transcribed (with the assistance of
Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO), members and published in what has beem a yearly volume. Many aspecis of
community life are recorded. Topics have included; Whiskey-Making, Pow-Wows, Toys and Games, Songs, Early
Schooling, and Corn-Husking Bees, to name a few. The foous of the next voluma of **Die Gluft™ will be on Warld War
Il — The Homefront.

When complated, each studant and participant in the project receives a copy of “'Dis Gluft."' Additional copies are
available for sale 1o the public, with proceeds being channeled into the PTO. Community response to the project has
been excellent.

Perhaps the true value of "'Die Gluft" is expressed most aptly by John Zug in the preface of the 1978-1979
publlcation. **Just as the Indians used Dia Gluft to pass from one side of the mountains to the ather, we are using Die
Gluft to pass on |ocal storles from one generation to another. Without this type of interaction between generations,
much of our cultural heritage would be lost."”

Pennsylvania Oral History Nawslaetter
Education Special Val. 2, No. 1
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