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‘YA LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH™

Local Antique Dealer to Speak at June 11 Meeting

Bob Shaffner, HSPA officer and retired employe of
Phoenix Steel, will speak on the steel company ¥:30
p-m. June 11 in the new HSPA building at the corner
of Main and Church Streets, Slides will be shown.

Bob and Mary Shaftfner live at 125 Prospect 51, in a

Oral History Project

“"Yesterday,' a Chester County oral history pro-
ject, is availabla at the Chester County Library in
Exton, Pa.

This project consists of 63 Interviews with eldarly,
predominantly white Anglo-szaxon, Protestant resk-
dents aof the county. The project was sponsored and
oparated by the Chester County Library with Com-
prahensiva Employmant and Tralning Act (CETA)
funding.

The intarviews coverad the famlly origing, educat-
ion, religion, work experiences, resldences, marriage
and children of the narratars,

Tha collection has good material on the Soclety of
Friends in tha county, farm life and work, barns and
barn building, the impact of New Deal programs on
small farra, high school teachers and school districts
of the county, old Valley Forge, and rich descriptions
of many of the small communitles in the county
including Spring City and Phoanixvllle.

The entira collection of more than 80 taped
interviews is housed at the Chesater L"..uunly Library.

HSPA in
Dogwood
Parade

Watch for a convoy of antlque cars, sponsored by
HSPA, May 17. RAodger Rapp, president, originally
hoped for & Conestoga wageon but none was availabla.
For the future, if anyone knows of a Comestoga
wagon that can be borrowed or rented, pleass phone
the aditor at the number llated above.

restared home complete with busybody and antigues,
Their home is a showplace which has been toured by
many friends and acguaintances.

A cobblestone hill off Bridge Street leads to the
hame. Bob nas an antique business adjacent to his
charming townhouse and specializes in trains and tin
fovs.

HSPA
Flea Market
Report

Allce Civitella, chairwoman of the flea market held
at our building, reports 8 boost 10 our treasury of
$751.32 gfter expsnses. Alice wishas 1o thank all
members who helped. She views the event as a huge
SUCCESS.

Crying Black Dolis

Some time ago a special exhibit of black dolls,
dating back ta the 18305, was on display at the
Detroit Historical Museum.

The 50 dolis in the exhibit were from the collection
of Myla Perkins of Detrolt who began her hobby
about 10 years ago.

Many were handmade around the furn of the
century by a Georgia craftsman named Leo Moss who
was commlssioned to make bath black and white
dolls. Quite a few of his black dolls are shown crying,
but, according to Mrs. Parkins, no one knows why.

Haw about our members? Does anyone collect
dolls?

Membership Climb

Kathy Tarlecki reports current membearship over
the 400 mark. As of April 23, the axact number was
429 This total includes childran and adults.

833-0668 Connie Bretz, Editor



Klan Loses Clout Long Time Ago in This Area

[Bocauss of references to the Ku Klux Klan in the
popular TV show, ‘*Roots,’” and more recently,
“Guyana,'” a CBS oHaring, 1t"'s interesting to note
the Klan's histery in the Phoenixville area. Excerpls
are from an articla wrilten by Joe Dougharly, winner
of a number of awards Including first prizes in the
Pennsylvania Mewspapers Publishers Assoclation
[PNPA and Associated Press Spollight Awards. ]

The Ku Klux Klan in the 1820s was & popular
organization, mot only In Spring City, Royers-
ford, and Phoenixville, but throughout the nation. |t
was, according to some, a fraternal organization
much like the Moose or Elks.

It was, according to others, a terrorist group
established to ““put in his place’ anyone who wasn't
4 WASP (white Anglo-saxon Protastant).

Mobody still alive can remember the Klan in this
araa had any regular meating place other than Bonnie
Brae Park on what is now Route 724, just east of
Spring City.

& Spring City man, an gldtimer, sald he can

BRAIN WORKERS

wlil flnd an excellent restorative

remamber the Klan which he described az a
fun-laving group. "It was like a social club. Sura the
speachmakers denounced GCatholica and Jews, but
nobody really pald any attention to it. Wa all knaw
they meant Catholica elsewhere, not the ones |lving
next door to us."*

& woman whao claims she was '“drafted" Into tha
Klan zald she was forced to [oln when she was 12 by
her father. "'In those days you did what your father
gaid. "’

When youths became 16, they transferred to an
gdult Klan. **Tha senior group wore all white robas
and hoods. The youths wore white robas with red
trim and red buttons. The woman sald she quit the
Klan when she becams 16 but ‘'my father never
forgave me for it

An oldtimer recalled the burning of giant crosaes
en Hallman's Hill in Mant Glare . . .""to stare people
halt to death and make them do what the Klan
wanted,””

One area resident admitted taking part in "'rough
atuff,'”

"If & man, even a WASP, was boozing it up pretty
heavy and his wife and children were suffering from

Ilack of moeney for food or clothing, somebody would
"talk” 10 him.

If that didn’t encourage the wayward husband to
return to the straight and marrow, a delegation of
hooded marmbers would be sent, late at night in a

for tha fatgus of mental ovarwork In

Medical
Horsford's Acid Phosphate

Genuine bears nume Horsfond's on wrappes, Hemedies

[Editor's Note: The following articls on medical
remedies appesred In the Main Line Times Feb. 2,
1880.]

Dr. James Anderson in 1810 set up a practice
adjacent o what is now Suburban Square, Ardmora,
rolled his own pills, prepared his own Jalap doses and
stocked all the common medications af his tima, fram
sulphur t0 ipecac. He lraveled about the countryside
in a gig drawn by a lamea harse to vigit his patients.

Mevertheless, farm households depended more on
remedias handed down from forebearears and travel-
ing medicine vendors than they did on doctors.

Quacks have been with ue since ancient times, and
they still make claims of healing or curlng avery
disease known o man.

There used to be a saxton in Bala Cynwyd, Oliver
Amilie, who onca listed 150 ills he could cure,
ranging from cancer to '‘menopauwse of the sping. "'

Amaong the strangest, of course, were listed in two
madical books in the collectlon of the Lawer Mearion
Historical Sociaty. One was a handbook, published in
Baston in 1844, containing directions for mixing 150
family remedies. It sold for 12% cents. The other was
a heavy volume, published In London in the 1700s,
telling how to deal with 41 types of agues and
hundreds of other ailments from gout to yellow
jaundice.

If you are Interested |n remedles of 250 years age,
you'll find them in The English Physician Enlarged in
the Histarical Society's library, Rosemont.

touring car, to take the man for a ride,

Usually the ride ended at Hallman's Hill and a
large grassy field which was a favored spot for croas
burning. The man would be beaten, given a warning
that the next time the beating would be worse, and
he was returned home.

Qthers In the area didn‘t think the Klan was all
that publlc minded. They recalled efforts o force a
number of Jewish familles to move out of the area by
burning crosses on their lawns late at night.

Perhaps the biggest funclion of the twin-boroughs’
Klan—alse was—a—high —point—after which it —was
downhill all the way. It was a rally at Bonnie Brae
Park on Labor Day, 1928, a time when Klans all over
the nation were united In a common purpose —
keaping a Gatholic gut of the White House.

Al Smith, a Catholle, was the Democratic candidate
for president running against Republican Herbert
Hoowver,

“‘People seemed to lose interest after that,'' a
Royersford woman recallad. *“| don't know why,
Maybe it was because the job had been done since Al
Smith was defeated. There wera na more parades,
fewer and fewer rallies at Bonnie Brase, and less and
less appearances by robed figures or cross burn-
ings.'"

Amearica, as reflected in the Phoenixville area, was
beginning to turn a cormer.

The trail, less than two years later, was to lead o a
Greal Depression, privation and a loss of foriune.

But it alse was leading to a more tolerant society
— 1o a time when an individual was judged by what
he did rather than on the basis of color or raliglon.



The Ending of An Era

In 1918, the Montgomery Gounty Home recelved
one of the last loads of esal to come dowm the
Schuylkill Ganal. Several of the boats were left
moored there and in 1920, during & flood, a barge
broke its mooring and floated freely down the
Schuylkill River over the erest of the Black Rock

Dam
Dessa Ewing Seeks Info

| have done some work on my home at the Chester
County Historical Soclety. The house was gwned by
the Sup(p)les family from 1803, but the land can be
fraced back to & purchase of Hummell’s Farm by
Colonal William Moore (bought fram the Genaral
Loan Office of Pa.) June 10, 1947,

I can't find that original cesd and, therefore, can't
be sura when the house was built. Thomas W. Smith,
howeaver, lived in a house of similar dimenslons to
this one from 1794 to 1800.

I'd appreciate any information anyone has about
what was, in thea 19th Century, the Cadwalader-
Suppleg Dairy Farm. Futhey and Cope (History of
Chester County, 1881} shows the house on page

T304 Dassa Ewing
88 5. Spring Lane

Phoenixville, Pa.

D35-2674

Tricentennial Group

The Tricentennial Committes for Chester County is
composed of Redger Repp, finance; Bob Shaffner,
publlcity, and Jans Davidson.

Building Repairs

MMembers have bean hard at work on our new
building. They deserve a wole of thanks and,
hopefully, our president will thank them by name at
the June 11 mesting.

This writer was present for only ane wark night sa
cannot name all helpers. However, the following
results have been achieved: rainspouls are repalred,
drainz are cleaned ouf, five truck loads of junk were
removed, locks were installed an doors, much of the
downstairs was painted, a kitchen wall Is being
repaired, and four fire extinguishers were ordered.
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The barge cleared the reilroad bridge and miszed
the piers of the Mont Clare bridge. The barge then
ran agraund on a small island about 200 yards below
the bridge where it remalned for more than a vear.

This barge sventually was refloated, taken down
river to the Oaks locks where it again was tied up at
the wide waters until Frank Jarrett, owner of a coal

handling company of Qaks, purchased and tore It
apart for lumber.

Submitted by Bob Verish
By: Willlam Shank
American Canal &

Transportation Center
York, Pa, 17403

Trip Slated May 10

The Canal Boats Tour wlll be May 10 at a cost of
$27.50 and will be sponsored by the Pennsylvania
Canal Soclety. The four will cover Laurel Locks to
Manayunk.

The cost includes lunch and banguet at Stouffer's
Valley Forge Hatel, King of Prussla,

Members of our group are Invited to a May 9
mesling at 8:30 p.m. at Stoufler's when slides will pe
shown. Harry Rinker, 414 Third Awe., Bethiehem,
18018, will be in charge.

Bids on Heating Plant

We are receiving bids to replace the heating plant
in the HSPA building. Three bids have bean received

at this writing.
Plant Sale

)

=

MNice weather, Mother's Day, and a good corner ali
contributed to make the HSPA plant sale organized
by George Kulp a successful fund-raiser. George
estimates the profit irom tha sale will be about $280,
and he gincerely thanks all the members who helped
with getting the plants, setting up display tables and
waiting on the customers. And, the society owes a
vote of thanks to George and Dot for all their work.

1979-1980 DUES

Make checks payoble to: HSPA, Box 552, -ﬁ

19440 :

Phoenixville, Pa,
Name
Street Town
Phone ZIP
Type:
e Individual $3.00 Family $5.00

Student/Senior Citizen $2.00
_____Business $15.00
Date

Signature




HSPA Delegate Sent to New Brunswick

Conniz Bretz represanted the Phoenizville Area
Historical Society at the annual meeting of the
Folklore Association Oral History Mid-Atlantic Region
Conference at Douglass College.

Program on opening day included thrae New Jersey
public television folklore fllms. They wera "D & R
Canal,”* "*Ghasts in the Plnes,” and "'Aqui 58 Hahla
Espanol’” (Spanish is spoken here),

W.F.H. Micolaisen, SUNY-Binghampton, gave the
keynote address on the second day of the conference.
He spcke on *"“Wariant, Dialest, and HRegion: An
Exploration in the Geography of Tradition."”

The Spanish movie centered on people from
Puerto Rlco, Mexico and Guba and their ethnic
contributions Including food, dance, costumes and
music.

A mowvie on the Delaware and Raritan Canal,
narrated by widely known storyteller, Jean Shepherd,
was interesting. The canal is making mara Money
now than when first built because 1t Is being used as
a raservolr,

Blacksmiths near the canal, shosing horses and
mules, are busiest in USA.

A third movia, "'Ghost Towns of New Jersay,’"
attribufed the “'death" of glass Industry communitias
to cholera and fire. A product produced in New
Jersey which still exists today is the Masaon jar.

(There was much delay showing films because of
technical trouble).

Papers were read concerning oral history and
community resistance movements. A New York study
depicted resistance to a sporte park built many years
ago because the immigrant children playing In the
street posed a safety hazard.

The children resisted being organized Into play
groups. They wanted to play in the streets using
Europsan games learned through oral transfer,

Material for this talk was from the book “Choosing
Sides,'" $12.95.

A movie on folk medicine and the medical school
showad a southern black lady who claimed a Mew
york doctor sent her patients. Herbs wvsed by the
woman cured people whom doctors could not cure . .
.50 claimed the woman.

The keynote speaker emphasized that most avery-
one uses folk culture when it's appropriate.

For example, ha described a nurse.

Her hobby is playing the dulzimer. When she's
with musical friends, she uses muslc '‘languagea.”
When sha's at home with the family, she uses Jewish
dialect, folk éxpressions. At the hospital, she uses
hospital jargon.

Though oral history and American folklore
complement each other, 1they don't share scholarly
endeavors. I's not the diHerences he wanlad to
pursug — H's similarities.

“*Wa are folk to a certain extent under certain
conditions and in certain ways. It's the use we makes
of folklore which really matters,” the speaker stated.

Folklore of the deaf was explored. The deaf have
.classlcal [okes such as the deaf tree joke. There 15 no
international sign language. Variationa occur among
the countries.

Thera was a long talk about collecting folklore and

oral history on the Thres hile Island incident. The
incident drew large numbers of soclal researchers fo
Middletown. Disaster research provides baslc knowl-
edge aboul group behavior under stress, Threa Mile
Island has a parallel to an incident in Sweden. There
the media reported thousands of “‘victims' of a
dramatic radio broadcast concerning a nuclear power
plant accldent in sauthern Sweden fled their homes in
panle.

While the media presented what most people
expect, a careful scientific study found there was no
panlz flight and the population reacted rationally to a
tremendous threat.

Much Threa Mile lsland research is sponsored by
hospitals, the President's Investigatory Commission,
the Muclear Regulatory Commisgion, and the utilities.
The problem with some of thesa studies is the
sponsor has a position toward nuclear energy andJor
cantrols the form and distribution of the findinga.
gome findings may never be reportad If they
threaten the sponsor's position. Since there are many
ways in which blas can work its way Into ressarch of
this type, the funding source should be considerad
whan reading any research.

Capital Trip Planned

Genealogical Research in Washington ia sponsored
by Historical Research Associates. A trip |s planned
June 5. The group will go to tha Mational Archives
building or the Library of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

A bus will leave Extan Mall, near the Zook House,
at 6:30 a.m. and West Goshen Shopping Center al
6:45 a.m. For the return trip, the group will be
leaving the capital at 4:20 p.m.

Orientation will be conducied by Jane Davidson at
the West Chester YWGCA, 123 N. Church St., 7:30
p.m. kday 28.

For further information, call Barbara Weir, eve-
nings at §02-3463.

Pack a lunch or buy it at a restaurant. Julce and
danish will be available on the bus. Something will be
served on the trip back. Cost iz $18 and does not
Include meals.

Need Suggestions

Temporarily we have a motlo as suggested by your
editor, but we want your ideas. Give your motto to
Connle Bretz ar mail to the address on the masthead.

Strawberry Festival

A strawberry festival is planned in June at HSPA
headguarters, Watch wyour local newspaper for
datails.

HSPA Officers

Rodger Rapp Prasidemnt
David M. Fress Jr. Adm. Viee Prasident
Robert Shaliner Exec. Vice Prasident
Peggy Trunk Aecording Secretary

Dorothy Thomas

Caorrasponding Sacratary
Josaph Fuleo Jr.

Treasurar



