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R look hlclc — a step forth™

Historical Commission Co-founder to Speak March 12

Mr. Eugene L. DICrio will be our speaker 7:30 p.m.
March 12 in the new HSPA bullding at the cornar of
Main and Church Streats. Mr.DiQrio i a lifelang
residerd of Coatesville. He attended Villanowva Uni-
versity School of Commerce and Finance., He retired
from Lukens Stesl Company in 1978 and is working
an a book on Chester County.

He I3 co-founder and chalrman of Coatasville His-
torical Commisslon, membar of Chestar County Park

Home at Last

HEPA has a new permanent home — the former
Central Lutheran Church, the oldest church in tha
area. Much credit goes to Dave Frees Jr., admin-
istrative wice president of HEPA, for complaeting
arrangements with former owners, 5t. Johns Luth-
eran Church.

HEPA wlill recelve rent monies from the Assembly of
God Church, parsonage and garage.

Our next masting will be March 12 at our new home.

HSPA Officers

Rodger Rapp President
David M. Freos Jr. Adrminlstrativa Vice Prasident
Robart Shaflnar Exatutive Vice Prasident
Peggy Trunk Recording Secretary
Dorolhy Thomes Corresponding Secretary
Josaph Puleo Jr. Traazurar

Need Suggestions

Temporarily we hava a motto as suggested by your
.editor, but we want your suggestions. Plesse |ot
down your Idea and give it to Connie Bretz or mail ta
the above address,

and Recreation Board and a former chairman of the

board. He served on the Historlcal Society of
Directors 10 years. DiOrio will show slides and talk on
A Chester Counly Traveler Looks al Phoanlxville.

Thank You

The Jaycees gave us a
gash gift recently
derived from proceads
of their garage sale.
Thank you!

Phoenixville Library

The Phoenixville Public Library, a gift to the people
of Phoenixvilla from Andrew Carnegie, wes com-
pleted in 1902, The exterior comblnes Avondale stome
with limestone and marble trim. The interlor, lypical
of Garnegie bulldings, Is one large room with a high
celling compartmentad by heavy oaken beams. The
same ocak trim outlines side arches and forms the
windows which have a keystone set In the very top of
their cak mouldings.

The working flreplace iz faced wilh lerra-colta tiles,
some of which are embossed. The vase to the left of
the fireplace is Japanese. The bronze ""charioteer’ on
the young paoples' bookstack |3 beautifully detailed.

Editor: Connie Bretz 83306568

The tall case clock to the left of the entrance Is late
18th Century, and the story {unconfirmed) iz that it
came from the Reeves' (Phoenix Iron) office.




An Indoor tlea market In the soclal rooms of the HSPA, Main and Church Strests, will be 10 a.m. to 4 pom.
Saturday, Marn!j 15, to help defray the expensas of the society's recently acquired bullding.
A light lench, including hoagies and coffee, will be a sids festure of the flea marke! supervised by George

Trunk.
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Danations for this *‘indoor garage sale’’ are needed. Please bring the foliowing to the regular meeting, March
12, or Thursday befere March 15; clean, in-working-order kitchen utensils, knick knacks, small housshald
appliances, furniture, books, games, toys. Bring baked goods Friday night, barch 14.

Dio not bring shoea or clathes. Entrance to the sale will be on Church Street, Call Alice Civitallo, 933-2144, If you

have questions. Kesp ringing Alice if you don't get her on the first try,

Three places are avallable for parking Mareh 12 and for all HSPA meetings: Southeast Mational Bank,
Phoznixville Federal Savings, and Community Parking lot. Southeast is across the street from us. Phaenix
Federal |z at Main and Hall Streets and the community lot is on Church Strest.

Kathy Tarlecki reports membership at 364, Compared to many other historical societies, this is excallent, Kathy
thanks those many members who made phone calls reminding people o0 pay up.

Restoraticn of the following places is up for discussion: main office of the Iron Company, Mansion House on
Bridge Street, and RAeading Station. The Mansion House can be toured upon request. Call Warren Frock. The
histarical details are most intersting and you'll enjoy your visit.

The American Legion Post on Wheatland and Melion Streets expressed an interest in displaying the Reeves
Park bell uneovared by the HSPA committee in September, 1978,

The 1732 house, oldest in Phosnlxville, may be up for sale. The following HSPA members toured this home
recently: Joanne Brown, David Frees Jr., Kelly Murphy and Rodger Rapp. A research committee was formed to
da research on the house. Members include David Frees Jr., chairman, and Jeanng Brown, Joseph Puleo Jr. and
Peg Trunk.

An 1888 4 by 5-foat wall map of Phoenixville was sold te HSPA for 100, A scale model of Rapp's Dam Covered
Bridge, constructed by Charles Irey, Spring City, was prasented fo our society. Mr. Irey was invited to our
mealing and will be put on our mailing list.

The annual mesting of Oral History in the mid-Atlantic reglon will be held in conjunction with the annwal
meeting of the mid-Atlantic Folklore Asscciation Mareh 7 1o 9 at Douglass Collega, New Brungwick, M. J. Those
interested in attending should contact Howard Green, care of the Mew Jersey Historical Commission, 185 W,
State Street, Trenton, W, J. 08625,



Recipe for Paint Remover

For those membara who are interesled in restoring old furniture, please note:
PAINT REMOVER
213 ammaonia
113 turpentina

Mix with Gold Dust soap powder lo a pasla. Spread over paint 1o be removed. (Can be done with a pulty knife)
After a few minules, scrape off with a putty knife or brush off with a soft wire brush [a suede shoe brush is
good).

Has anyona seen Gold Dust soap powder |ately? (Free cloth towels came with the powder). |t's the box with the
twing on it. You might want to try the recipe with Fels detergent as a substitute. This recipe was vsed recently
on an old desk. It worked well. The preparaticn, application and removal ware very easy,

Microfiling of Newspaper Possible

Microfilming of Daily Republican newspapers is a real possibility. It is a governmant project and the salary of
the person learning the process will be paid by ihe government.

Rodger Rapp is keeping an eye on Chester County Tricentennlal plans. He will attend a meeting Feb. 27
regarding this subject. If you would like fo serve an the building (maintenance) commitles, pleass contact
Rodgar Rapp or Dave Frees Jr. Members are needed immediately.

Woe have had inguirles about a Valley Forge Baking Company once located on Bridge Strest. Doas anyone have
Intormation on this? HSPA again has applied for tax free status. Plase ask about this March 12

Committee Discusses Fund Raising Ideas

The Ways and Means Committee met Jan. 22 to draft plans for fund raising |deas. Alice Civitello, chairwoman,
and the following members were present: George Trunk, Betty Jeanne Zeigler, Bob Shaffner, Nellle Berger,
Rodger Rapp, David Frees Jr. (Kathy Tarleck and Joseph Pulea Jr. also are members but were not present).

If you would Ilke lo be part of this vital committes, please phone Alice at 933-2144.

Interest in ‘Roots’ Continues to Grow

Courtesy of Evening Phoenix

Time was when an interest in genealogy was shaown largely by social climbers and folks benl an praving that by
virtue of distinguished ancester, they were a cut above their nelghbors. Due in no small part fo *'Roots™ and
maore “‘Aoots,” the search for antecedents has expanded enormously of lata.

The popular book and telavision series doesn't gel all the credil for this; Interast in tracking down family history
has bean on the rise for some years, "'Foots'” has praved to be a great stimulus, though, and ene Intersting
result |s that the motivating force seems to have changed.

Thera uged to be a strong element of elltism and snobbery in the hunt among old family records. Now it appears
that many thus engaged are moved by a basle yearning to know more, good or bad, about who they are and
where they come from, In an age of shifting populations and fast-moving change, no wonder we all feel a need
to put down roots.

1979-1980 Make checks payable to: HSPA, Box 552,
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Scale Model of Covered Bridge Given to HSPA

HSFA now owng the scale model of Rapp's Dam bridge bullt by Charles Irey, Stoney Run Road, Spring City. It
is scaled .7 of &n Inch to the foot and is detailed In every respect, including the structural work [nalde. We own
a smaller model of the Hayes-Clark bridge at Doe Aun and we have a piece of steal from a Phoenix column.
These columns were designed and fabricated by the old Phoenix Bridge Company and ware used worldwida untll
replaced by | beams. They ware struciural supports that made possible the giant projects of the railroad age —
MNew York's elevaled subway linas and thousands of bridges in the world. The steel has been sandblasted, coated
and anclesed in a speclally bullt glass case made by Robart Varlsh, HSPA member from Tyler,

Pigase volunteer to help move museum acquisitions from our former home on Church Street, 8t Peter's
Episcopal Church, to our permanent resldence,
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~SGglyy LATEST WEWS! |
'Pony Express

ﬂ G0LD DIOO]NEE!

"My grandfather, Daniel Francis O'Connor, was born in Phoenlxville in 1862, My understanding is that hls
family owned one of the first bars in town. Both he and my grandmather, Nellle O'Connor, are buried in St
Mary's Cemetary. | would appreciate any help you can give.'”

From the Mailbag

Jansllen Grasaf
1325 M. Shirimar
San Dimas, Calif. 91773

“For whem is Callowhill Strest named?™’
Ruth Weldnar
School of Music, Library
West Chester State College
West Cheater, Pa, 10380

"My great-great-grandmother was Margaret Hartman married to David Daughaerty. A letter written by Jeroma

Hartman indicates that his ancestors, Peter and Jacob Hariman, were actlve In the Revolutienary War. | have a

letter written in 1823 by Mr. Hartman which indicated that he had considerable family histary on tha Hartman
family living in Phoenboville and If s0, would you please send me names and addresses, '’

Madalane Barnatt

1538 Western Oaks Drlve

Waco, T 76710
I you have anawars for any of the above letters, pleasa raply. R L
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