PHOENI

XVILLE AREA

P.O. Box 552
Phoenixville, Pa. 19460

Volume 4, Number 2

December, 1980

9330669 Connia Bretz, Editor

“A LOOK BACK — A STEP FORTH"

Our December 10 mesting will be held al headquarters, bain and Church Streets, at 7:30 P.M. Frea parking is
available al Southeasl Mational Bank, Phoenixville Federal Savings and Loan or the berough hall parking lot.

Debut of
Mini Museum

Rodger Rapp calls it a minl museum, but It was a
maxi effort which brought members together for a
mopping, waxing, painting "party’' for many after-
noons and evenings.

One hundred and filly residenis signed lhe guest
book as wvisitors, Movember 1 and 2, and expressad
approval, appreciation.

Casually, folks raminisced, sipped coffes and
grected one another warmly as they commented on g
1916  calendar, shining majolice in a gleaming
showcase, or a photograph of a stranded boat in the
one-time bustling Mant Clare canal,

Mayor Albert Dworak congratulated HSPA mem-
bers stating, 'l am surprised how wonderful and
beautiful it s, Knowing some of the workers, | can
understand why it is 50 beawtiful.'

Bob Shafiner intreduced HSPA mussum workers,
and credited the late Phoebe Gilkyson for initiating
tha tirst historical society many years ago.

Tom McCGaba had a special exhibit of war artifacts,
including a gas mask, from Ipcal gnits invalved In
wars from 1916 to 1918.

The Phognix lron Company, Bob Shaffner's work,
was represanted.,

Majolica donated from several private colleclions
glowed with unigue colors.

This raporier saw a postcard collection belanging to
David Frees, Jr.

Glenn Cagle's photo collection dominated several
tables and received rapt attemtlon from viewers.

An 12385 map of Phoenixville borough, donated by
Leonard Meumann, charmed a group of viewers.

Many thanks 1o all those workers who spent hours
in preparation for this special community event.

Site Registration

Jane Davidson, historian for the borough of
Downingtown, will speak on national registration and
historic site survey at the December 10 meeting.

Meeting time I3 ¥:30 P.M. Jane, being fthe first
full-time  historlan 10 be employed by a small
community in  Pennsylvania, Is proprietress of
Historical Research Association. She was Instrumen-
tal in placing 143 sites in Downingtown on the
registrar and did 1,070 site surveys in many areas.

At the present time, Jane Is writing the history of
Cowningtown. She is an instructor of geneclogy and
local history at West Chester State Collega.

Jane will explain MNational Regisiration and tax
benefits for historie sites. Living in 8 community such
as Phoenixville, this subject should prove beneficial
O OUF area.

Window Display

Don’t  miss the awthentic window
display at the Printing Post on Bridge
Street. The scene depicts a soldier
suffering through the brutal winter of
1777-78 @t Valley Forge. Everything in
the window Is an authentic 18th century
reproduction, including the red mittens
Y made from wool blankets. Window dis-
M. play artist is Sylva Smith,




Newsletter from Pa. Historical Society

February Meeting: Have you ever wanted to know how to arganize a family raunion - but were afraid to ask? Weld
Coxe: a descendamt of Revolutionary era figure Tench Coxe, shared with us his system for organizing the Coxe Family
reynion in Philadelphia in 1979, He stressed the importance of using direct mail; of including a questionnaire with the
letters 80 as 1o glean genealogical infermation and lengthen the mailing list; setting the date for the reunion, fec per
person. and aclivities al the reunion. A secrefary was hired to do the administrative work and take care of the
finances. Souvenirs (photographs faken at the reunion and 1ee shirts embossed with the Coxe Family Crest) proved to

be extremely popular, and spomewhat lucrative,

Gay
Street
School

Courtesy ol "'Phoenix Focus'',
Phoenixville Area School Dis-
trict Mewsletier

““Many citizens of the Phosnixville Area have some
fond memories of times spent in the Old Gay Street
Schools - The original sectlon” (the wesat wing),
consisting of four rooms, was built in 1874 and
occupled in 1875, In 1882, the east wing was
constructed as well as the shell of the inside portion.
The two center rooms were finished off in 1886 and
immediately occupled when the Board decided fo
transter the high. school classes Into these “'Mew'
facilities. The High School used part of this bullding
until 1911 when a new High School on Nult Road was
opened,

Senior Adult Center

Do you ever wonder who addresses your newslel-
ter? Members of the Senior Adull Center, located at
First Presbyterian Church, Main Street, Phoenixville
do the job regularly, Thank you so much, volunteears!

Speaker’s Bureau

Jean Austin

John Morris spoke to Charlestown Historical Soclety

_Bbout taverns and inns located between Boston and

Mew York, November 5.

Connie Bretz e elated to speak about balls in
history and lilerature, Decamber 4, in West Chester
al Cnester County's American League of Pen
VWomen.

Thare are many fizlds of specialty represented by
our members. Phone 933-4950 if you need a speaker
for your interest group. or If you are willing o be a
Spaakar for 1he buredu.

Gift for the Museum

Two Engineering Manuals dated 18905 and 1812,
signed by Charles 5, Widdicombe, of the Engineering
Staff of the old Phoenlx Iron Co. around the turn of
the century, were donmated by Eugene J. McCabe.

Special thanks!

Stained Glass
Experts Needed

Bob Shaffrer (233-8145) is looking for peapla wha
have skills and the equipment for repairing leaded
stained glass windows In the sacristry. Pleasa call
Bob If you know of anyone.

Help Wanted

You are wanted to sort out and catalog artifacts for
the new museum.

Volunleers for the historic site survey should
contact Kelly Murphy In care of Rodger Happ,
president, at 933-8350. You will learm a lot about
architecture if you join this group.

Parsonage for Rent

Repair work |13 finished on the two stary brick
home, former parsonage, owned by HSPA. 1T you
know anyome who wants a good rental, call Joseph
Puleo, Jr. for Information. Phone number is 833-7762.

New Appointment

George Kulp, Jr. has been appaointed 1o the HSPA
Board of Directors replacing the late Harry Moyer.
Welcome!



The Rabbit Business

Lester Turner

During the 1930's Depression, many methods were
tried in order to put food on the table. There was no
welfare or unemployment compensation. The Red
Cross and Zalvation Army did the best thay could,
but the demand for help was greater than rescua type
ingtitutlons could handle. As a result, the people had
to rely largely on their own afforts.

Many small businessas were started al this time, A
few suceeded, but most failed.

The zales possibility of the rabbil raising business
was appealing. Those entering this business knew If
they failed they could at least eat the product - mot
like making doorknobs, you know,

In this wviginity the rabbil ralsing promolor was
Lehigh Valley Packing Company.

One could purchaze one or more bragder pairs from
the company at $30. a pair. The equivalent in price
today would be about $150. - a respactable sum when
one realizes a fine home could be bought for
$3,000-35,000 at that time.

This pair of bresders would reproduce at a
wonderful rate, and Lehigh guaranteed fo buy all
they could produce.

The rabbits were white angoras and, wnlike the
wild rabbits, they had a palt which ¢ould be tannad,
clipped and dyed.

The Lehigh Company did an expert job of tanning,
dying and clipping.

Many dyed rabbit fur coals were made 1o look llke
leopard coats. One could tell the difference only If the
spots were examined closely. The spots on the rabbit
fur were only cn the surface - met all the way through
&s the leopard's spots actually are.

Many people saved and scraped the bottom of their
financial resources to erect a backyard building and
I::lu',' the equipment and breeders from the company,
Same paople did sell some of their product to the
company, but when my father and | were ready with
our first shipment of bunnles, the Company's
sacretaryftreasurer absconded with $25,000!

Mr. Horace Barlow, retired carpenter, entered tha
rabbit business early, and enjoyed some success. The
original building which ha erected for thal purpose is
still in existence in his back yard.

Come to think about i, those rabbits were good
eating!

Editor's note: Just recently, Mr. Barlow gave his
rabbit hutches to a neighbor for some
needy bunnles.

HSPA Flea Market

Alice Civitello reports a profit of $459.03 from the
HSPA Flea Market held on September 20.

Hoagies, beked goods and white elephant items
sold well. Helping In the kitchen were George and
Dottie Kulp, George and Peg Trunk and Pam
M ltchell.

In charge of the baked goods departmant were
Dorothy Thomas, Mina Kesnan and Arlene Verigh.

Also at work selling baked goods or miscellansous
itemns were Mally Szegedy, Bob Shaffner, Pat Meklos,
Joseph Pulan, Jr., Kathy Tarlecki, David Frees. Jr.
and Redger Rapp.

Memories of
Depression Era

Idle men boughl a box of 100 apples for §2.25,
They charged 5 cents a piece. Selling two boxes a day
for a $5.50 profit bscams the goal for the
unemployead.

St Louis publication

1888 Map Donated

Thanks lo Leorard Neumann, & wall map of
Proenixville, published by H.J, Toudy, 323 Walnut
Gtreat, Philadelphia, belongs to our museum., |1 Is
dated 1888 and was surveyed by Edwin F. Bertolett,
civil enginaer.

hMany thanks to Leonard for this gift.

Head Count

Kathy Tarlecki announces our membership tolal at
330, including children on the family plan program.

HSPA Officers

Rodger Rapp President
David b, Freas Jr.
Robert Shaffner
Peggy Trunk
Dorothy Thomas
Jozeph Puleo Jr. Treasurer

Adm, Vice Pres.
Exec. Vice Pres.
Recording 3ec.
Corresponding Sac.



courtesy of the Evening Phoenix Cur Yesterdays . . .

From One Who Stayed Home I

Thomas M. Gay

Mostalgia is a plessure that we all may enjoy and partlcipate In,

Dwuring the years from abouwt 1910 to 18916 | spent many happy hours traversing the Schuylkill River by canoe. The
summear months were golden days of adveniure.

A lavorile exploit was to drop the canoe into the Schuylkill from {he towpath a shorl distance downstream from
lhe Mont Clare bridge. The rapid pace of the river made the ride exhilarating. Sliding through the rapids, the
canoe ¢came to the confluence with ithe Perkiomen Cresk, Here & left turm around the bend and up the creek into
calmer waters. The return trip entailed a partage from thea river to the canal of abouwt ane hundred feat, Following a
refreshing Swim, a leisuraly paddie up the canal 10 Mont Clare completed Lha Wour.

Than there ware those magical, romantic evenings. Two couples in one canoe would embark from the Kaiser
boathouse in Monl Clare. Greal care had to be taken in boarding the craft 3o a5 not to capsize il. The girls were
sealed on cushions In the center of the canoe facing each other, One paddler manned the bow and the other the
stern. And “‘away we'd go.'" What a thrill, to glide almost silently through the waler! The only Sounds were the
gurgling. ripples at the bow. as the canoe was propelled forward. The paddies were deftly applied, with enly a
steady dripping sound as they were inserted and wilhdrawn 1rom the water.

The cance proceeded through an archway ol trees with the {cewpath on the south bank, Crickets kepl up a
sustained chorus. Every 20 ollen would sound the croak croak of an apparently huge bullfrog, followed almost
immediately by a ker-plunk ag he made his impatlence knewn at tha invasion of his domain.

Somewhere peiow Porl Providenge there was a section of the canal known as Broadwater. Here several small
channels led off the mainsiream and encompassed a tiny island. This was the focal point of 1the [ourngy. After we
had carefully disembarked, a bomfire was Kindled and sealing arranged aboul it. Sticks were cut from Lhe
surrounding saplings. Upon these were impaled marshmallows brought along for toasting. When the embers had
burned down le a rich cherry glow, & mandolin or wkulele would be brought out. Voices joined |n simging the
“goodles and oldies' of that time. What a joyous time, communing with nature|

The voyage back 1o Mont Glare was through a fairyland of moonilght and stars. Trees and shrubbery were
sharply silhouetied against the sky. The bouyant splrits of youth acclaimed that the world was good.

¥es, the world was younger then. There was no radlo as we know il today. Movies were in thelir [nfancy,
Talevision was unknown and nol aven dreamed of, Mo screeching of tires on hotred cars. Grafitti was a term yet fo
be coined. Drugs belonged only to the opium dens of the dime novel.

| have been impressed in recent years by the strong compulsion 1hat neslalgia has upon all of us.

wWe all need “roots™. Ve need that fealing of balonging somewhere, How unfortunate are those who, durlng
Iheir formative years, have had 1o change their locatisns many times. What a joy it is to know families for twa,
Ihree and in some cases, four generations,

P S e

Have an old fashioned Ghristmas jingling with nostalgic sleigh bells, and tingling with good will towards alll
Connie Brelz, Editar
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