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will be held at the
Phoenixville Country Club
the evening of Wedneaday,
September 21, A ish bae will apan
at G:00 FM and dinner will be served
atb 6:50 PM. Plesse vespond to your
invitation  promptly  as  late
reservationg are harvd to handle.
Adter dinper members and gpoests
will be entertained with o lectare by
Bruce Mowday, whe is chairman of
the board of trustecs of Chester
County Historical Society and a
journalist  with  twenlty  years
experience, Mr, Mowday will discuss
his lateat booek entitled Seprember
ff, IFFF Washingions Defeat af
Brandyreine Doome FPhiladeiphia,
now in its third printing. Research
for the book engagad his attention
for the past six vears and he will

T he Annuz]l Dinner Meesting

DINNER MEETING - SEPTEMBER 21, 2005

bring along copies that may be
purchased and antographed.

This specialist in local histery
hins written three pictorial and pest-
card  histaries  for  Arcadia
Puhlishing Company about Chester
County towns and a fourth "Woest
Chester,” is due to be released this
wear.
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MEMBERSHIP

hearty weleome to  the
Tl‘ following WEW MEMBERS:
FresseTracey Mamrnarelli,

Joan Benne, Him

Ginny

Stearly, Robert W. Breiling, Mr. and

Mrs. Hober: W. Boulay, Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Fennell.

The ifpllowing renewed as
FRIENMDSE: Mr. and Mrz., Jack
Foreata, Mr. Louis Becearia, MMra.
W. Mifilin Large, Mr. Richard A
Kunsch Sr., Miriam Clegg, Nefera V.
Pureell.

The following
CONTRIBUTORS:
Ine.

The following renewed as &
SPOMEO0R: Phoenixville Bank and
Trust.

renewed a5
Poole & Pook

With regret we repart the death
of Mrs. Marie Ludwick.

DOMNATIONS were made by: Mr,
L. Stockton [loway, Mre. W. Mifflin
Large, Priscilla A, Waggoner, Mr,
Dawid Wagner, DMiss Marie
Wisneski.

DAVID FREES
HONORED AGAIN

avid Frees has been selectod
‘D as the 2005 recipient of the
annual Community Service
Award given by the Chescer County
Commurnity Service Foundation. He
will be recognized at a special Hinner
in Octaber. The award includes a

grant of 35,000 {o be donaied to
arganizations of Dave's choosing,

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org

FIRST FRIDAYS

he next Firac Friday event,
T September 2, on Bridge
Street will foens on the
industrial heritage of Phoenixville
and the event will featurs a2 short
puided town walls of the area. HSPA
will open the museum from 6 to O
PM that evening. MNode Secawse of
e Labor Doy foliday, the museumn
Wil not be opemn on  Sunday,
Septomber 4

HISTORIC MAREER

he Pennsylvania Historical
| and Museum Commissian
Hiatoric

has approved & State

Marker to honer  the
contributions of the Fhoenix Iren
Campany to  the Phoenixville
community. Presently being
manufactured, the morker will be
placed on Main Street between the
Feundry Building and the Starr
House at 10 South DMain. A
committes 15 Organizing @ cersmaony
for the unveiling in late October.
Board member Hyan Conroy first
praomoted the effort te install a
histaric marker when he was a
participant in the TFhoenixville
Clammunity Health Foundation's
Leadership Academy,
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ighthouses of the Atlantic
I_‘] const, along with other
means of guiding mariners
to our shores, have existed ever
ginee the settlement of the first
American colonies. Tt is & matter of
record that a lightheuse was in
nperation at the Boston Harbor as
early aa the year 1716, There are
ulso records of iron being used 03 a
constrieetion material in Lghthouses
up and down the Atlantic coast, So it
15 o surprige to hear obowt the
recenl diseovery of the identificalion
mark "Phoeniz Tron Co Philada” on
the iran bearms of certain North

SHEDDING LIGHT GN &
WHOLE ERA OF HISTORY

LIGHTHOUSES OF THE ATLANTIC COAST

By Miriam Clegg and the newsletter statf

Caroling lighthouses, showing that
those particular beams ware
manufactured by our own Fhoenix
Tron Company., “Philada® refers to
the Philadeiphia office of Phoenix
Iron Company's president Samuel J.
Reaves.

Jusk MeCombe, o retired enginesr
living in Eall Devil Hills, the Outer
Banks, North Carclina, found the
marks zbout a vear ago while he wae
climbing the spiral scaircase inside
the 183-foot tall Bodie Island
Lighthouse.

He knew that the Bodie Island

Lighthouse had been placed on the
Mational Register of historie sites
and the registration forms credited
its iran beams to o West Paink, Newr
York foundry, After he presented
this proof that the iron came,
instead, from

Phoenixville,

Pennsylvania, the efficial record was
changed accordingly.

MecCombs checked to see if the
same identification mark might be
on the iren besms of another
lighthouse on the Quter Banks, the
Currituck Beach, and found out this
was 8. He developad an interest in
iren and visited Phoenixvills wheve
he met Muyor Lea Svedn and proser-
vationdst Barbara Cohen and toured
our historie foundry building, He
learned on this visit that early
records of Phoenix Iron Company
wers available to researchers gt the
Hagley Museum and Library at
Wilmington, Delaware, se his next
excuraion was a visit to that
institution.

Haglew was founded by the world-
femous DuPont family and it 1s
dedicated to the preservation and

Leaft o right, Phoenix fron

Covrgpiany Sournal 2 MWariprds
Mok, Lafprones Archivisd af
Hagley Museum and Librroy an
neide page of the jonrnal with
Anelinriiien eniries.



ek MeConbs, researcher and
Syl reoe pnfhasins

understanding  of  America's
econommic and technalogical heritage,
It is located on the grovnds of the
DuPent Company Powder Company,
In the late 19705, Bobort Shaffner,
then an emploves of Pheenix Teon
Coempany and later a president of
our hiatorical aociety, delivered to
Hagley all of the early recerds of the
iron company  and  the bridge
company  that HSEPA eould not
aecnmmodats,

Amongst all the photographs,
wark plans, and other account
books, MeCombs found = large
volume, 15" x 187 in size and 2-1/27
thick that contained ecryptic
notations regarding  transactions
during boerd meetinga. A Hagley
archivist showad him which books
contained records of 1871, 1872 and
1873, the dates when Badie Island
and Currituck Beach Lighthouses
wire under construction,

The notations were hard fo
decipher  since  they  were
handwritten, but after & four-heur
gsearch, he found what he was
lpoking for, It was an entry that vead
“UL5. Lighthouse Board - Balco: KD
18 beams 463007 A second entry
statad "11.5. Lighthause Doard - 7
biearss 171,507 There wera three
more similar entries and some of
them had numbers & or 5-LE
{inches}, apparently the size of the
beam's dinmetsr, None of the

records mentioned  specifically
“Brdie [sland Lighthouse,” bul ueed
“Lighthouse Board™ s the name of
the customer. The entey that says
“Balto: MD" suggests the beams
wera chipped  to  Baltimoere,
Marvland via rail and then probobly
by ship fo the werk site. The
numbers 463,00 and 17150 must
stand for 546300 and $171.50, the
cost of the beams,

The number of beams erdered was
mare than was uead in Bodie Island,
s0 MeCombs believes the excess iron
was far the OCurrituck Beach
Lighthouse, a twin structure fo
Bodie Island, erected in 1874 and
1875,

MeCombs' experience was written
up in a stary in the e Bloeniy
newspaper and another in Fie
Lighthonse News, edited by his
friend, Cheryl Shelton-Hoberts,

At thiz peint in the search for
information, HSPA  provided
MeCombs with ansther piece of
informatien that it exactly into the
Jigsaw pezle of what happened at
Bodie Island. We advized him of sn
1583 newspaper interview with
John Griffen who was general
superintendent of Fhoenix Iren
Company far zlmost twenty-five
years. In the interview Gridfen
velatea that he met Major Bates of
the United States Coast Sarvey in
April of 1854 and arranged the sale
of 512 and 6-12 inch round iron to
be used in a Lighthouse.

The mejor's office in Philadelphia
was within walking distance of
Samuel J. DReeves' office at 410
Walnut  Street.  During  their
dizgussion, the question of the
relative merits of hammered and
rolled iron waes discussed. Major
Bater had discovered that iron made
at Safe Harbor, a plant owned by
Pheenix  Iron Company, was
perfactly eolid snd homogeneous,
which was not always the case with
the hommered iron mode in other
foundries,

Jack MeCombs was plezsed to
receive this further eonfirmation of
his revised lighthouse history, When
our spclety proposed an articls
devoted to the subject he suggested
that Cheryl Shelton-Roberts should
be our mentor,

Charyl and her husband, Broce

Raoberts, live in Merchead City on
Morth Carclina's Cuter Banks, net
far frem the Cape Lookout
Lighthouse. Cheryl @8 editar of a
quarterly neweletior, Lisdfhonse
News. Bruee is the supplier of o]l the
photographe for the book Aserean
Lighthouses: A Definifive Gurde, a
joint venture with Ray Jones of
Monterey, California, Broce and
Chery]l have authored a number of
lighthouse books, both separately
and together, since 1985, They are
recipients of the “Keeper of the
Light" award from the American
Lighthouse Foundation for their
preservation work on the Ouler
Banlks.

We aubsequently received a great
deal of information plus friendly
advice [rom our South Carclina
{riends, but in the meaniime two of
HSPA's wwn  researchers, Zoe
Perking and Peter Brown, turned up
some surpriging facts by surfing the
Intarnat. Both of them diseovered
that an ironworks wasted in
Trenton, New Jersey, that alzs sold
iren for bighthouses and chis other
works was ineorporated under the
same nam: 45 eurs. It too was called

FHOENTE TRON COMPANY.

The other Phoenix Iron Company
was a smaller coneern, and could ot
be called & rival to Phoenicville's
famous iron and  bridge works.
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- AMitHCAN SHOALS FLORITA
American Shoal Lighthouse
Sriiect of o LS commanaradive

DOSHEFS SAEME; antomaied
snoe FREE



Cheryd Sheltan-Fobares,
audikor ard proservattonisd

However, 3 wae Trenton and not
Phocnixville  that procured the
copteact for the unusual American
Shoal Lighthouse built in the
Flarida Reefs, 19 miles from Key
Wesl, in 1880,

Since colonial times marinars had
feared the voyage around the
Florida Keys because of sharp
underwater reefs. Many vessals had
been lest due to strong snd variskle
currents near the reefs. Congress,
through the Lighthouse Board, had
alrepdy built five “light=" in this
turbulesl oren, snd in 1573
approprinted 375,000 for this, the
sixth of o seres,

Reef lights are a different design
fraan the esnical stone towers wa are
used to seeing elsewhers. They are
called iren-skeleton constructinns
and thot 15 what thay loak like.

Trenton's Pheanix Iren Company
wins given & plan drawn up by LW.E,
Leswis, When the esmpany finished
casting the parts for this unnsual
cangtruction, 1t was erected at the
plant alongeide the Delaware River,
It remained there briefly until the
purchaser inspected it and made
sure it conformed to specifications.
The big tower ran $50,000 over
budget and Congress was asked to
sppropriate the monay,

Actually the aaly tie Fhoenizville
has to the interesting project is the
fact it was mode by an iron supplier
with the same name as our company
and it sleed on the banks of the
Delawnre River only 25 miles
upstream from FPhiladelphia and &0
miles  across  couniry  from
Froanizville, The Tranton

manufacturer oumbered each part,
disassembled the tower and shipped
the parts to Key West. There it was
re-erected op the reel and its light
was exhibited for the first time July
L5, 18&0.

The Amescon Sheal Lighthouse
has enntined 1n good condition and
in 1990 wags featured on a United
States postage stamp.

The second surprize our HSPA
regearchera found on the Internel
was another Phoenix Iron name
duplication. We had theught that
uaing the name of o bird in Egyptian
mythelegy that was consumed in a
fire and then arose from its own

Tlie capiain of 8ir Welfiam
Howwe s fFoct first fried the
eieware Hay, then
reconsidersd and sailfod wp the
Cherapeake Bay.

ashes was entirely the idea of one of
nur iron company superintendents,
Eut it turns out thare was a Phosnix
Iron Foundry in Doblin, Treland, in
operation meny, many vears earlier
then the ane in Phoenixville, The
Irish, toa, must bave thought the
Fhaenix bird was an apt metaphor
for fiery furnaees that regularly
light up the night sky with o blaze of
light and then shut down and return
ta aches.

Before we get to the information
Cheryl sa kindly sent us, we have a
gtory we happened upsn while
reading  aboul  the American
Revolution 1n Futhey & Cope's
Hiviory of Chester Comdy, Our
county 1x landlocked and i= an
unlikely location to find a
lighthouse. The original boundaries
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of Chester County, however,
included all of Delaware Councy,
and some Chester County townships
faced the Delaware River near the
placa where the Brandswine Creek
amptiies into the Delaware Bay, The
Cape Henlopen Lightheuse stunds
an & rocky BlufT ealled the Great
Dune at this confluence of waters
near Wilmington, Delaware. liz
specific purpose was to guide vessals
around dengerous shoals ahead.

Clese to the end of April 1778,
about two months before our
Deaclaration of Independence from
the mother country, lasze sections of
the Delaware River were fortified o
protect Fhiladelphin from British
invasion.

Armed  vessels  from the
Continental fleet were put in
readiness to guard against such an
invasion ond amengst them was the
“Montgomery” under the command
of Captain Head,

On April 27, word was received
that the British man-of-war, the
Raabuck, a dd-gun sailbsat, had run
aground despite warning signals
from the lighthouse and was caught
fast on the Brandywine Shosl.

Captain Keed of the Mantgomery
was ardared to procsed downstream
and take or destroy the cnemy
vessal, bui before he reached
Brendywine Sheal, the Eoebuck

Bodie Inland Lighthouse
The prevent dav-marked stvncture
e arecied af AT Deodd Gills,
Nowtd Ceroding, fe 1872 mnd wos
autemated in 1951 It is open daily
do fhe pretdee,
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Cape Lookout Lighthouse
Fostame stamp image of Core
Bands fafond, Norntk Carelinag,
drpiedfnese dherd 15 clay-rmarked
amd fefly automaied.

managed to break loose from its
perilous situation.  The twe war
vessels did not engage in battla until
May 8, 1776,

Ev that date a land force of 100

Chester County riflemen  had
asaembled along the shore Lo render
whatever assistance they were able
Lo gave, The viflemen were witnesses
Ly the battle, and later mede =
report to the  Pennsylvania
Cemittee of Saflety, The report
revesled that the cexchange of
canpon fire between the two ships
lnsted two howrs and eoded with the
Rocbuck still geawerthy and the
Montpomery in retreat.,
Soon afterwards the Brtish forces
left the vicinity of Philadelphia, but
the following summer the epemy
onee again was threatening  the
capital cicy of the colonies, This time
the eonduet of the Cape Henlopen's
lighthouse  keeper  somewhat
eompensated for the jgneminy of our
previous defeat,

Aceording to Broce's lighthonse
ook, et the Rocbuck's second
aitempt Lo navigate the Delaware
Bay a landing party, lew on
supplies, attempied to seize a herd
of eattle roaming freely an the Great
Dune. They failad in this effoet when
the lighthouse keeper stampeded
the herd with a berst of punfice. For
the duration of the war, the brave

tender of the light bossted to his
friends that he gave the British
“bullets nstend of beef”

The above account can be
substantiated by reading page 84 of
Futhey & Cope, and page 15 of
Bruee Hoberes' hoolk.

Cheryl Bhelton-Roberts was wery
kind to interrupt her work on &
histery of highthouses over the entire
United States in order to send us
information for our histary of
Atlantie eoastline lighthouzes.

Her data made our newsletter
stall aware of the essential servies
these puiding beamns have supplied
during all the long vears when ships
were traveling either back and forth
across the Atlantic or making north-
south voyages aleng the ceastline in
the inner waterways. Either way,
they depended upon Lighthouses.
Many thousonds of them have pided
mariners all over the civilized world.
The ones facing the Atlantic on the
Furepean side are older than those
aleng the Amercan coast and for a
lomg  time were  technslogieally
Auperior.

Cheryl told ua how Ameriean
lighthouses came to be under the
control of the federal government:

In 178% the year General
Washington took office as our first
FPresident and Congress comvened
for its first session, an Act was
passed that assigned liphthouses
and all other nevigaiional =ids to
the Depariment of the Treasury. It
provided that the presidential
signature was necessary for the
appoiniment of lighthouse keepers
and that the President should decide
what salary to pay them. Alexander
Hamilton was Secretary of the
Trensury, There is correspondence
between Washington and Hamilton
that shows they thought well placed
lighthouses necesaary to make
shipping safe.

In 1820 responsibility  for
lighthouse services was shifted from
the President to the Auditor of the
Depariment of the Treasury. &
reorpanization in 1852 turned over
the responsibility of overseeing
lighthouses to a  well-informed
Lighthowse Board, members of
which were university trained, Same
of them were West Point gradoates.
They tock & scientific approach o
the problems iovolved  and

succeeded in turning a liphthouse
sarvice in poor standing into one
that some people eonsidered the
best.

Another reorganization took place
in 1810. The service became the
Bureau of Lighthouses, and that
bureau, in 1939, mersed with the
US Coast Guard. Teday lighthouses
that are atill active are aoverseen hy
the National Park Serviee, althowgh
some few come under the authority
of lace] governments or are owned
by private non-profit organizstions
that are restoring and apening theae
grand structures to the public.

Chir mentor, Cheryl, also shared
with ug infermation about other
navigational mids under government

[ %]
Fie Oudor Banks i Nordé
Carofing is Hhe sife of four axira
Lt fmfithonuses.

control: the lightships and lueove cle,
The Lightship was a ship anchered in
the harbor that displayed a highly
visible light for the guidance of
mariners.  The buoy was an
anchored float, sometimes carcving
a light, whistle, or bell that marked
o usable channel or steered the
mariner ground an  abstruction.
Buoys started small but by the
1900z had grown to an enormous
size, some of them up to forty feet in
diameter with & depth of 7-1/2 feet.
Beginning o 1873 the towers of
many lighthouses were painted with




Currituek Beool Lighihouse
Lopeted in Qudor Bandks, i s
awtomaied and apen o Fre publc.

distinetive designe ealled Day-
Marks =0 that mariners eould more
cagily identify them in the daytime.
Please note pictures.

Large coastline cifies extended a
welcome to incoming vessels with
well-lighted harbors, and sometimes
thers were fanciful ways to
accomplish this purpose, Arowsd
18450, a number-one Hit Song oo the
radio colled “Harbor Lights" started
with the stanen:

{ sawe the harbor Nphs, they

anly told me we were parling,

Those same o farbor dghés, that

ance dronghi vor fo me,

The mast extraordinary harbor
light along the entire Atlantic cosst
i the world-famous  copper
senipture of a lady who Lifts her
lamyp beside the "Golden Doar.” The
Skatue of Liberty has all the basic
requiraments of a lighthouse, The
tarch is the lantern. The height and
consaquent abiliby $o be seen from
far out at sea greatly exceesds that of
any ordinary lighthowse, It iz 151
fae: tall and stands oo an equally
tall pranite pedestal that rses above
the stone walls of an old fort. The
story of how “the lady” got here is
the equal of any other lighthoese
atorv we have ever resd,

The beacon was a gift [rom
France, and the sculptor, Frederis

Auguste Bartholdi, chose a location
on Bedlse's Island (now renamed
Liberty Island) situated in New
York Harbor. It was dedicaced in
1836 by the President of France in
honor of shared ideals of our two
countries. Emma  Lagarus  of
Manhatten, scion of a Jewish
immigrant family, wrote the sopnat
enpgraved on a plaque attoched to
the pedestal, Nowadays, almost
every sthoolehild knowe the words
by heart:

(P e yolr SRR, YORT BoGn

your foddled prosses yearming

ra Breathe free,

the wralched refisse of your

Iesmting shore;

send these, the homeless,

B pest-rost fa e,

127 my famp besice the

maolden door,

The contour of the shoreling of the
United States from the furchest
point north in Maine o the furthest
point scuth in the Florida Kevs is
impartant ta lighthouse schelars.
The land does not descend abraptly
inte deep ocean waters, There is a
gradual dechine thal centaing inlats
and bays, In the north a regularly
scheduled steamboat line used to
travel through inland watars
between Philndelphin, Beaton and
Partland, Maine, The Outer Banks
Island forms an inland route in the
south. Quter Banks is aboot 165
miles long and the upper stretch
contains [oar Lowns:  Duel, Kill
Devil Hills, Kitty Howlk, and Cape
Hatterns,

Sprirad staircase nside @
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Travel oo inland waterways was
subject to the same huzards os ooy
other water teavel, and the position
of o number of owr Atlantic eomst
lighthougas was decided by where it
was best to pub them in order to
protect the ships.

Incidentally, our southern friend,
Juele MeComba, is & resident of Kill
Davil Hills, Outer Banks, North
Caroling, Cheryl and Bruce malse
their home in Morehead City, which
iz mat far away on the mainland of
North Careling nesr Cape Lookout,

The Civil War had a disastrous
effect vn lighthouses. Lighthouses in
the south were tzrgeted for
destruetion iy both  the
Confederates and the invading
Union forces. Danici Leadbetter
built the Sand [sland Lighthouse of
Maobile, Alabama, while still a
pivilian. After he rose to the rank of
general in the Confederate Army, it
was his sorry duty to erder the
demmolition af his own structure.

The post-war period was one of
great  progress  for  America,
especiglly in the oorth wheree all
industries were reaching a peak of
produetivity, The shipping of goods
was on the mge and this reguired
radieal improvements in  the
haacans.

One improvement, the Fresncl
lems, was teated at Navesink, Noew
Jersey in 1547, but American
lighthonzes for a long time depended
on Argand-style lampa. These had a
tubular wick Ly admit a current of
air and were better than the old-
fachioned whale oil kamp, but were
still ingapable of the brilliant flash
af light the lighthouse lepers
demanded and mariners needed,
After the war the Lighthouwse Board
gaw to it that Fresoel lenses,
althuisgh more expensive and harder
to elean, were placed in all American
lighthougses., The optical device,
invented in France, was made of
prisms which concentrated the light
into a single beam.

Phosnix  Irom  Company  was
likewize undertaking  huge
improvements  in the  post-war
petiod. Their previous product kad
been round irom, which means
wrought iron, machine rolled into &
round shape. Thiz iz what Mapor
Bates of the Lighthouse DBosrd
ordered fram John Griffen in 1554,



Aftar the war, in the 1880s, Phoenix
Iron Company built 2 largs new mill
and new fackory and was able 1o poll
sguare beams, or structural iron, in
a variety of lengthe a8 needed in
lighthouses to attath the atair
landings to the walls of the tower.
The taller lighthouses of the late
18005 made this Lype of ironwork
mandatory,

Fefa Lewris
America = best-Lraws
it fonse foeper

Tda (shart for Idowalley Zorading
Lewis was keeper of a lighthouse
gituated on a bny island named
Lame Roals, o third of a mile from the
mainland of Newport Harbor in
Bhode Island. Born in 1842, she
tended the light with her parents in
1857 while she was still & teenager.
In 1572 her fother died and Ida
became  the official  lighthouse
leeper of Lime Bock with o starting
salary of 3500 per vear.

She probably would have
remained obscure except for her
darng reseue of a drowning person
in the waters of the harbor. She rode
the lighthouse skiff to acromplish
the reseue,  This incident was
reported 1o a New Yark newspaper,
and her later exploits wers written
up in magazines ke Zesfey and
Harpers Weeddy., She pulled to
safety tipsy sailors whe had fallen
overboard and could net swim,
countless boys, and one Hme o
bewilderad sheep. As her [ame

sprisul, she recaived lottors, gifts
and even prapossls of marrage and
rould count amongsi her visitars
many fameus figures of the day
including, after the ennclusion of the
Civil War, Ulysses 5 Grant. Tt is
aaid Ida was distreszed by all this
attention. When, in 1211, they
received news that Ido Lewts had
died at ber peat, the bells of vessels
anchored in Newport Harbor tolled
throughout the might to indicate
their sadness over har departure.

The many articles about this
hernine yield 2 piece of wital
information -- the exact duties of a
tyvpical day in her early career.
Horper's Wealfy relates that she
climbed Lo the top of the tower at
sundown to light the laotern and
again &t dawn fo extinguish it
Twice a day she flled the lontern
with ml, trimmed the wiclk, acd
pelished the reflectors, The list of
ether dulies was extensive bul thees
she never missed.

We have given you a synopsis of
lighthouze love from the beginning
to the first part of the 1900s. The
rest of the century saw the advent of
radio, radar, precise Gmepicos, and
the globol positioning  svstem,
making all  navigation  mere
el

You might think there was no
longer any need fer lighthouses but
this is not 5o, About 600 remain in
the TUSA and they are still o

novigation. Probably they always
will be.

At the present time Cheryi
Shelton-Rabarts plans to recerd
information given  har by
descendants of former lighthouse
keepers.  She  has  already
interviewad many of them in places
all arcund the country. She savs
their ancestars were resilient peaple
who waorked hard to keep the light
stationa in top runming candition.
They knew the value of their work
and toole it seriously, just as the
herdes of immigrants who worked
for Phoenix Iron Company put their
best efforts into the manufacture of
irpn, The iron had to be strong to
hald up the lights in the lighthouses,
We are indebted o our ancestors for
what we enjoy teday. It is our
Ameriean heritage.
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Lighthouse
ATTENTION MEMEERS

visiting the museum and archives:
L. Museum
2 Usa of Rezenreh Library and Archives

3. Use af Mirrafilm Mendar

Y

. WMierofilm Copying

. Capy Machine

. Participeticn in Charged Events
. Muil Bemquests for Kezearch

=1 &% L

&, Special Muzeum Group Tours
8. Bpeakers at Funetions

sale dloms

The follewing fea strueture nnd membars benefits take elfec on September 1t
Please identify sourself as o member I making use of any of these serviees when

10, H5FA Members rocedve 2 10% discount an all books and publications and other

Frao [Danation]

A5 Adnltel $2 Students

iFrae to [ISPA Members)

2 (poarantesd’ hour)

{Free ta HSPA Members)

B paga

25 page (15t pagme free - HSPA Members)
Ewent Fre (Discount to HSFA Membars)
FE5 Hear (one haur minimum)

515 Hour for HEFA Members

Dipnntion bo HEPA Aseapted

Denation to HSPA Aceapted




VISITORS
CENTERS
he Schuylkill Kiver Green-
T way Association originally
planned a Visitors' Center
for each of the five counties batwesn
the upper reaches in Schuylkill
County and the point where the
Sehuylkill flows into the Delsware
River at Philadelphiz. Schuyikill
Counly's center ia now completed
and gperates out of a former
department store in Mahanoy City,
Another center is also apen in
Fairmount Park, Philadelpbiz at the
obd city Waterworks,
Meanwhile  the

Grestway

Asgoriation has altered its eriginal
plan and will add to these lacge
centers smaller ones they eall
"Gateways' at locations throwghout
the Heritage Corrider. Twenty are
already started and mere may
fallaw,

Phoenixwille's Visibors' Center
will ba in our historic Foundry
Building. It iz now under
construetion and it promises Lo be
one of the finest o the whole fiver

syetem. It will tale up a lat of room
but still nceupy only a fraction of the
14,000 square fook building, The
Foundry has no interior olusmns,
The roof i3 supported by an intricate
truss system. The rest of this vast
interior spage will be devoted to
commersial enterprises.

WHITESBORO'S
CASES

his past winter the sociely
T assisted  the Whitesboro
Historienl Foundation by
donnting soversl display cases for
use in their museum. This small
eommunity in MNew Jersey was
frunded by African-Americans from
Merth Carolina after the Civil War.
Their small museum is leeated in a
turn-of-the-twentieth-century house
and displays pictures and artifacts of
their unique history, Board membear
Peter Brown coordinated this praject
working with HSPA member Loretta
Brown.

POPULAR EVENTS

he society will participate in
T a Kiwanis-spansored event
called Community Day on
Deteber L at Reeves Park by holding
o super bargain book sale.

T

storage space, the socisty cannot
accept any donationa for this event
until after January 1, 2008,

CHARITY BALL

he Phoentxville Chamber of
T Commerse will hold 165 first
annual Masquerade Mystery
Charity Ball on November 12, The
ball will benefit all of the non-profit

organizpkions of the area that
actively partivipate in the event. Tt
will feature live music, specisl
activities and an auction. HEPA will
contributa a basket of items relating
to Phroenixville's heritage for the
anction.

SUCCESSFUL
WALK

the Chester County Tewn
Walk held last July was
coprdinated by Hyan Cooroy and
Kurt Kunsch. More than 170
participante  walked from  the
Foundry Building to Heeves Park,
Tour guides pointed out  the
architeeturn] features of buildings
presently standing and displayed
photos of "things that aren't there
anymore,"  During the walk a
dispute arose as to whether the
stone paving on the alley going from
Bridge Strect to St. Peter's Chorch
was cobblestones or, a3 a member of
the tour .Jim Lockhert insisted,
mranite blecks, We think Jim was
right and we'll use his deseription in
the next lour.

T he Seiety's participation in

ATTENTION

MEMBERS
If your mailing label iz vellow,
wour memberabip has lapsed.
This will be the last issue of the
pewslelter you will receive unkil
wou remew your membership
Please conbnet  Membership
Chairman Dick Lusch  at
G10-233-T431 or write to the
society affies,

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Strest
Phoenixrille, PA 19460
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