T —
B =Y
—"-__rl-" .

— —

204 Church Street, Phoenixville, PA 19460
(610) 935-7646

bdarch 2005 Volume 28, Mumber 2

Miriam Clegg, Editor  Becly hanley, Publisher Zoe Perkins, Staff

he Quarterly Meeting will
T take place on Wednesday,
March 8. at 7:30 PM in the
Society's upstairs meeting room at
Church and Main Streets. A team of
Civil War experts consisting of
Becky Manley, Eyvan Conroy and his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Conroy,
will present a program. They are
Civil War reenactors. members of
the 150th Pennsylvania Volunteer
Infantry Company F, nicknamed the
“Bucktails,” based in Phoenixville.
All four are HSPA members and
they will wear reproduction clothing
typical of the 1860's.

Joe's expertise lies in the military
functions  of the unit. He
impersonates personnel from the
rank of private to sergeant to
captain. Ryan Conroy studies the
military aspects but also focuses on
the “civilian” men of the era. Dianne
Conroy collects war-era jewelry and
is very knowledgeable on the subject
of the 19th Century woman. Becky
Manley portrays a Pennsylvania

MARCH MEETING - MARCH 9, 2005

German woman from this area
honoring her great-great
grandmother whose husband served
during the Civil War. Becky's
interest lies in the cookery of the
18th century. You'll see her at local
reenactments creating homemade
noodles, biscuits and beef stew,
This promises to be an
informative as well as an

entertaining evening,

Fyvan Conrgy portraving
a Linion private

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
hearty welcome to the
A following MEW MEMBERS:
Mr. Link M. Davis. Tonita
Schamis. Mr. and Mrs. Raymond R.
Straub I, Mr. and Mrs. Eobert J.
Buttaro, Ms. Ida Troxell. Mr. Jack

Turner, Mr. and Mrs. Gregory
Reeder, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Dunmore.

With regret we report the deaths
of Mrs. Martha F. MacIntyre, Mr.
Ceorge L. Bortnmer, Mr. Alexander
Kovach.

Renewing as SPONSORS are
Phoenixville Federal Bank & Trust
and Mr. Stephen M. Tullman.
Phoenixville ~ Hospital CED.
Renewing as CONTRIBUTORS are
Joseph T. Mooney, Jr., Jean BE.
Reeves, and Christopher Jones.
Renewing as FRIENDS are
Kathleen Murphy McMahon and
Charles N. Benz. BUSINESS
MEMBERS who renewed this
quarter are Unruh Turner Burke &
Frees; Mr. Fred Goldberg. Pest
Management Assoclates, Inc.
Coodavage Drapery Company, Ine.:

and Mr. Wesley Sessa. 18th Century
Restorations. Ine.

DONATIONS were made by Mr.
John P, Coine and Mrs. Pete

Bamberger.

ANNUAL CAPITAL

CAMPAIGN

n response to  last
I Decemnber's mass mailing to
the Society's membership
and other past supporters. 90
generous people  have donated
$23665 to our Capital Campaign.
These funds will be used to protect
and preserve the many historical
items that make up our collections.
If you have not already done so,
please add your name to the list by
making a tax deductible donation.

SPECIAL
RECOGNITION

ayor Scoda's annual awards
M to people who have made
significant contributions to
our community included two active
HEPA volunteers. Lois Donovan and
Bob  Deger were among the
recipients recognized at special
ceremonies held at the Borough Hall

on Tuesday. February 22.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays 9 an
until 3 pu and also the
first Sunday of every month
between | and 4 pu.
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org




The Name
MISS MARTHA FINLEY

4 Belongs on our List of

LOCAL LUMINARIES

By Mirtan Clegg with the assisiane of Helen Harrop

A historian at the church, Helen
Harraop. was fascinated to learn that
Miss Finley had a Phoenixville
connection. She looked through the
minute books of the Board of
Trustees for this period. collected
facts from historical societies,
libraries and used book stores,
and amassed a great deal
more data for us to use in
this article about our local
luminary.

Sinece Martha's ancestry
influenced the formative
vears of her childhood we

start with her famous
relatives. The Finley
famnily was Scots-Irish,
an American term used
to  describe  Scottish
immigrants to the United
States from the north of
Ireland. Their earlier
origins were in Scotland.
Almost all WErE
Presbyterians and they
arrived here in the 1700's.

The first of the Finleys to
emigrate was a Presbyterian
Evangelical preacher, Samuel,
who was born in Naorthern Ireland
in 1715 and died in Philadelphia in
1766, This great uncle of Martha's
was part of an 18th century religious
revival known as “The GCreat
Awakening.” His work in America
earned him an honorary degree from

he Efsie Dinsmrare books are

a series of fictional stories

suitable for juveniles that
were written by Miss Martha Finley
and widely read from the close of
the Civil War into the first
quarter of the twentieth
century. It was some years
after the author died in 1909
that a decline in sales set in
and the little heroine
seemed to have lost her
appeal. It was thought at
that time that £&Elsie
Dinsmare books would
soon be forgotten. Then
to everyone’s surprise
new publishers resur-
rected the time-tested
narratives and found
that a market for Elsie
stories  exists to  the
present day.

One of the current
versions s a publication
put out by Mission City
Press Inc.. a church-affiliated
business located in Franklin,
Tennessee, They wisely hawve
made only a very few changes in
the text of the books and have
added delightful new cover designs
which make them more pleasing to
contemporary young readers.

Although her numerous biog-
raphers acknowledge Phoenixville
as a stop on Martha Finley’s life

Miss Martha Finley at 64 yoars of age

journey, we have not read any Sha was doscrifed as 3 ‘swoaf facad the University of Glasgow, and he
documents that identify the date she old lady, very much like Elsie herself was only the second American
came here or how long she stayed. might ba, ‘and Hves vary guistly, divine to recelve this honor. His
The church records of the First spanding much of fer time bafora tha interest in higher education led him
Presbyterian Church of Phoenixville typewriter in far cozy litde study.’ to become one of the original
alone seem to hold this information. trustees of a theological seminary in

Drawing by Jamne Ritchay. Mew Jersey and later to be elected
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First Prashyterian Churcll as it looked irn 1850

Martha Finlay once conducted a private school inn the Churchi basemarnt.

president of Princeton College in
1761.

Martha's grandfather, Samuel
Finley I1, a nephew of the Princeton
president, served with distinction in
the Virginia Cavalry during the
Revolutionary War and rose to the
rank of major. After the war, he was
rewarded with a large tract of
government land in Chillicothe,
Ohio. During the War of 1812, he
served as general of a militia
company that routed border Indians
allied with the British.

Another famous Finley, Dr.
Clement A., was a cousin of this
Revolutionary War general. He had
a military career in the Civil War
that ended with a brevetted rank of
brigadier general. While serving
their new country with exemplary
devotion these remarkable men
retained their identities as Scots-
Irish and their close ties with the
Prestyterian Church.

Dr. James B. Finley, Martha's
father, was twice married, the first
time to Maria Theresa Brown,
Martha's mother. Upon the death of
his first wife and while Martha was
still a child Dr. Finley married a
second  time. Mary [(surname
unknown) Finley was a warm and
caring woman who supported her

step-daughter's ambition to become
awriter.

Martha Finley was born in 1828
at Chillicothe, Ohio, one of eight
children. When she was still a child.
the family moved to South Bend,
Indiana where Martha received her
education, except for her eleventh
year, which she spent in a boarding
school in Philadelphia. When fully
grown, she taught school in Indiana.
Martha, a devout Presbyterian, also
wrote Sunday school tracts. These,
as well as her works of fiction.
emphasized the redemptive power of
religion in the lives of voung people
and in this way she provided
instruction in correct maoral conduoct.

After her father's death in 1851,
she moved east and for eighteen
manths lived with a married sister
in Mew York City. She taught school
in the city and in the evenings.
added to her Sunday school
writings.

At age twenty-nine, Martha
arrived in Phoenixville and started a
small private school in  the
Presbyterian Church basement. She
paid twenty dollars per year rent for
this privilege. One of the entries in
the minutes shows she requested
new paint for a blackboard which
evidently was done. A further entry
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shows that she was cautioned by the
trustees not to allow her young
scholars to play on the church
grounds at large. only within a
smaller area enclosed by a fence
erected just for them. Harrop
discovered Martha contributed five
dollars to the church during a tHme
of financial need.

Aside from the trustees’ minutes,
the only other source of local
information that mentions her is a
1909  obituary in  the Daily
Republican that concludes with this
statement: “Miss Finley was at one
time, before the Civil War, a
resident of Phoenixville and taught
school here. She {s remembered by
many of the older residents.”

All the while Martha was living so
quietly in Phoenixville. she was
working sporadically on a full-
length novel which she composed in
hand-writing, having at that time no
typewriter. After  she  left
Phoenixville she lived for a time in
Philadelphia and then spent the last
thirty wyears of her life in Elkton,
Maryland.

The Chester County Historical
Soclety archives have a document
pertaining to Martha in her middle
vears. In it she says: °I began Elsie
Dinsmore before the war but
dropped it for awhile. too greatly
distressed over the condition of my
country to care much for my little
heroine. I had no thought of making
it more than one book, but by the
advice of the publisher. Mr. Dodd, I
cut it in two, making a book and a
sequel. The first part was issued in
the fall of 1868; the second in the
ensuing spring.”

Mr. Dodd. mentioned above, was
Moses W, Dodd, co-founder of a Mew
York City firm founded in 1839 that
criginally published religious books.
After Dodd took a new partner and
the name became Dodd Meade &
Company (1376), the emphasis
shifted to a more general list of
publications.

Elfsie Dinsmrare books were also
published by Thomas C. Hurst of
Mew York. Hurst specialized in
cheap editions of standards works,
some of which were pirated. If you
find an Elsie Dinsmore book printed
on cheap paper with no copyright
and date, and no decorative pansies
on the front cover, it is probably a



Eisfa DMnsmore as a ofild of aight
From the piéctura on the front
cover of Elsie Dinsmaore
by Aartha Finlay, Soveroign
Crace e,

Hurst publication.

It soon became evident the author
had made a place for herself in the
affections of her young readers.
They loved every Elsie story
although the original volume, Efsie
Dinsmare, remained the favorite. A
large new edition was called for at
least once every wear. and often
twice. Repeated use wore out the
type and often new sets of plates
were necessary. The demand for
Elsie books has continued from that
time to this.

At the start it was Miss Flnley's
desire to avoid notice lest her
relatives object to the use of the
Finley name for so frivolous an
occupation as storytelling. So she
allowed her books to be published
without giving any authorship at all.
When urged for a signature, she
signed herself “Martha
Farquharson,” having been told that
Farquharson was the Gaelic for
Finley. The copyright was at first
taken out in the publisher’s name
and at a later date she was forced to
go ta court to regain it.

The publisher and Miss Finley
were both dumbfounded at the
overwhelming success of the first
edition of Efsfe Dinsmare. Maturally,
the publisher urged Miss Finley to
write more. So in 1872, Elsies
Girlhood  was  published., and

thereafter. at a rate of about one a
year, Elsie books flowed onto the
market until number 28 was printed
in 1905. Martha Finley had prayed
that she might find a source of
revenue that would permit her to
write novels full-time. and she
considered this piece of good fortune
an answer to her prayers.

H5PA's long-time member, Lois
Donovan, found that second-hand
copies of the Elsie books were still
available and donated three of them
to our soclety. Helem Harrop
purchased a rare original edition at
a used book store in West Chester.

With the books at hand. HSPA's
story writer noted the plot. Elsie
Dinsmore was a lonely little eight-
yvear-old girl growing up on a pre-
Civil War Southern plantation
belonging to her grandparents. Her
muother had died when she was one
week old and her father, Horace
Dinsmore, had left home on a long
business trip shortly before her
birth. She had never seen him but
longed for his return and the
affection he would give her.

Horace returns but is very severe
with Elsie. Her nurse and governess
had instructed Elsie in religion and
an extensive knowledge of the Bible
Elsie now insisted her Christan
principles came before her duty of
obedience to her father. The struggle
between father and daughter leads
to  the well-
known  plano
incident.
Horace  asks
Elsie to sing a
secular song on
Sunday while
accompanying
herself on the
plano. She
refuses and he
tells her to
remain on the
plano stoal
until she
changes  her
mind. She sits
there for hours,
then faints and
falls off, cutting
her forehead on

clothing, Horace, who deep down
adores his beantiful little daughter,
in his anguish has a partial
corversion. It takes the rest of the
first and all of the second book
before Horace finally capitulates
and embraces Elsie's Bible-based
religious beliefs.

All the rest of the Elsie books
contain this same element of a child
reforming an elder. As Elsie grows
older, children and grandchildren
descended from her play the juvenile
roles in the books. The fathers are
an assortment of masculine types,
but they never fail to be on the
losing side.

Another feature of this unusual
story that must have appealed to
little readers was the heroine’s
beauty and wealth and her manner
of living. Finley gave the fictional
Elsie pretty brown ringlets and
sparkling hazel eyes. a sweet smile
and Southern belle elegance. Elsie
had inherited money of her own
from her deceased mother. The child
and older members of her family
never had to work. Slaves (ves, there
were really slaves in those days on
Southern  plantations)  gladly
performed for thelr owners all the
tasks associated with daily living.

When young readers finished one
Elsfe book, they almost always
asked for more. As Martha Finley
told it. she tried again and again to

the way down
and causing a
bloody gash that
stains her

Elsie Dinsmare as an ejghteen-year aid young lady
From a picture an the front cover of Elsies Stolen Heart by
Martha Findey, Mission City Press, fnc.



Elsie books fad many adulf readers Picture from an 1859 Goday'’s
Ladies’ Book

stop. thinking her series long
enough, but was not able to resist
the urgent demands of publishers
and readers. After taking her
heroine through widowhood and
making her a grandmother, Miss
Finley reached a point where she
ran out of ideas for Elsie. In 1876
she started a new series of seven
books about a different little
principal character, Millie Keith.
Millie had more spunk than Elsie
and her books have fewer Bible
quotations. Howewver, Millie books
did not sell as well. so Martha Finley
revived her Efsie storles using new
characters and fresh sub-plots. In
1945 the first twelve volumes were
still in print in the United States
and England and had sold over five

million copies. It is estimated she
reached twenty-five million readers.
This success was achieved despite
certain obwvious flaws in Finley's
writings, such as misspelled words
and mistakes in grammar. Her
books, unfortunately, had ancother
fault. In spite of the Christian
conduct she encouraged in her little
readers and practiced herself in real
life, she had been taught in
childhood to be biased against the
Catholic Church. This attitude was
occasionally expressed in her storles
and adult readers were dismayed.
Interestingly, not all of the
twenty-five million people who read
Elsie stories were juveniles. In one
of her interviews, Miss Finley sald
that she would not have had the

al

courage to write them had she
thought any but the little ones for
whom the stories were intended
would care to read them. However,
grown-up people did read Elsie
books, and in the years between
1893 and 1978, six articles on the
subject of Elsie were aired in the
press. Some of them were written by
well-known authors and published
in magazines with wide circulations.
Ladies Hame Journal, a Curtis
Publishing Company periodical, was
the first to take an interest in Miss
Finley. They sent a reporter,
Florence Wilson, to interview the
newly wealthy author at her home
in Elkton, Maryland., Wilson's
article entitled. “Faces We Seldom
Seer The Author of the Elsie Books,”
was included in their April 1893
issue. She describes what Miss
Finley looked like — she was plain --
and how she lived - with
commendable simplicity.

A newspaper reporter in Elkton
also arranged for an interview,
which he entitled, *A Chat with an
Anthoress.” It was printed May 3,
1894 in the Cardf County Whir. Miss
Finley  evidently felt  wvery
comfortable with a hometown
newsman and poured out her life
story to him. The resulting article
glves modern biographers
information not to be found
elsewhere.

Apgnes  Repplier,  well-known
essayist. historfan and biographer,
wrote about Miss Finley in an essay
entitled “Little Pharisees in Fiction”
that was published by Scribners’
Magazine in December 1896, Miss
Repplier. who was a Catholic,
objected to the bigotry expressed in
Efsie Dinsmore books and she
quotes passages from those books
that illustrate the Finley bias.

In one of these passages, two little
girls enter a Catholic church where
one of them is a member. The
Protestant child says to her little
Catholic companiorn. “¥our
hierarchy is spoken of in the
seventeenth chapter of Revelations
as ‘Babvlon the great. the mother of
harlots. the abomination of the
earth.” The Catholic child quite
naturally inguires, “How do you
know that my church is meant by
these lines?”

‘Because,” was the answer. “she



Adartha Finloy's Elkton homa, It is now the Goe Funeral Homa.

[the Cathalic Church] and she alone
answers to the description.”

In another instance of this kind,
the father of a family Martha Finley
wrote about attempted to corvert a
Mormon lady. His most powerful
argument was that Mormonism
must be a false religion because it so
closely resembles 'Popery” which he
says is “Satan's masterpiece.” The
Mormon lady points out  that
‘Popery” forbids men to marry more
than one wife while Mormonism
commands it. *The difference in
regard to that,” said the gentlemnen,
“is not so great as may appear at
first. Both pander to men's lusts;
both train children to forsake their
parents; both teach lying and
murder when such crimes can be
expected to advance the cause of
their Church.”

Oh Marthal Where was your
Christian charity when you wrote
those lines? But times have changed
in the 150 years since she wrote
them. Mow we are all friends and
trust that the editors of Mission City
Press  deleted these hurtful
references from the modern editions
of Elsie Dinsniare,

G.B. Stern, in her article, “Elsie
Reread,” appearing in The MNew
Yorfer magazine, March 14, 1938,
says she likes Elsie Dinsoore better
than all ather literary efforts of that
period. (She was being satirical of
course.) On the serious side Stern
tells how scothing the make-believe

world of children’s fiction can be
compared to the harsh realities of
mare sophisticated literature.

Janet E. Brown, writing in July
1945, devotes an entire monograph
to the subject: “The Saga of Elsie
Dinsmore: A Story in MNineteenth
Century Sensibility.” A wvery
interesting  portlon  compares
Martha Finley with Louisa May
Aleott whose Littfe Womien came out
in 1869 and had sales far in excess of
Elsie Dinsmore, Brown explains that
the two writers are not in the same
class. Alcott was an acquaintance of
such notables as Emerson,
Hawthorne and Thoreau. which
stimulated her already keen mind.
She used her intelligence as a
weapon and launched broadsides at
the iniquities of her age. In all that
she wrote. Alcott was influenced by
her friend and mentor Charles
Dickens. and her dialogue bears his
mark.

Two more writers, Jacqueline
Jackson and Philip Kendall,
collaborated on an article entitled
“What Malkes a Bad Book Cood:
Elsie Dinsmore” that was published
in Children’s Literature in 1978,
They subject Miss Finley and her
fictional Elsie to a sort of modern
psychoanalysis and excerpt lengthy
passages from Elfsie Dinsmiare books
to  support their arguments.
Admittedly. Miss Finley is
vulnerable to an attack of this sort
because of the melodramatic
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situations she invented
and the florid prose she
frequently used. We have
selected at random an
example of her writing
style:

“‘Dear Papa, you have
thought I deserved it,”
she said with a burst o f
tears and sobs, throwing
her arms around his
neck. and laying her head
on his breast.

‘Do you love me, Elsie
dearest? he  asked.
folding her closer to his
heart.

“Ahl 5o wvery., wvery
much: better than all the
world beside. O, Papal
If yvou would only love
me.”

All of the foregoing
criticisms fail to take into account
Martha Finley's convictions. Her
writings constantly insist that the
Commandments of God come before
parental authority. In modern times
this precept is sometimes forgotten.

There was a lapse of years
between the date the last Elfsie book
was printed which was in 1905, and
the first republications in the 1990°s
by Soverelgn Grace Publishers Ine.,
Mission City Press, and others.
Their editors, as might be expected,
have high praise for Miss Finley's
efforts. Mission City says. “Martha
Finley's wvision of Christian living
remains as vivid and relevant as it
was in the author's era. Fashions
and fads change over the years, but
Elsie’s life demonstrates that
fundamental values are timeless.”

Apparently Mission City Press
has made a few changes because
they call the new books “revised and
adapted wversions of the Elsie
stories.” Their introduction of toys,
which parents can buy for their little
girls along with the books, also
encourages modern  readership.
Mission City sells dolls named Elsie
Dinsmore and Millie Keith that
according to the advertisement are
18-3/47 tall, fully jointed, and can
sit, stand and be posed In many
positions. True to their characters
they can even put their little hands
together in  prayer. The doll
costumes are the work of one of the



top deslgners In the industry. Each
of the beautiful toys has a full line of
historically accurate outfits and
accessories that are sold separately.
Besides wardrobe items are
miniature Bibles and a small-sized
replica of Elsle’s grand piano.

Motwithstanding this revival of
interest, it is hard to find one of
Martha Finley's books In a Chester
County library. This may be a result
of a ruling made many years ago and
quoted in  Janet E. EBrown's
monograph. Brown tells how, in
1945, the Free Library In
Philadelphia and all of its numerous
branches pulled Biss Finley's bools
off their shelves becavse the Library
staff thought they promoted filial
disobedlence.

At the present time mementos of
Miss Finley can easily be found by
paving a visit to her hometown in
Elkton, Maryland. Residents of
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Flsia fhinsmore doll sold by
Adission City Prass, fnc.

Ndiliio Foith doll sold By Adission
City Prass, fnc

Elkton are happy to polnt out to
visitors the house she lived in and
the large monument that was
erected at her grave In the cemetery.
Both the Cecil County Historlcal
Soclety and the Elleton Library have
exhibits displaying Martha's books
and possessions Including  her
typewriter.

CREDITS

+ Chester County  Historleal
Society, Elsie Dinsmore file

« Misslon City Press. Inc. Website

address: www. ifeoffalth.com

Michael Dixon, Cecil County

Historical Soclety, Elkton, D

+ Janet E. Brown, “The Saga of
Elsie Dinsmrore: 4 Stwdy in
Nimeteenth Century Sensibifity,”
University of Buffalo Studies.
1945,

+ Agnes Repplier. “Little Pharisess
in Fietion,” Scribner’s Magazine,
December 1596,

« .B.Stern, “Efsie Reread” The

Mew Yorker, March 14, 1936,

Jacqueline Jackson and Philip

Kendall, "Hhar Makes 2 Bad Boak

Gaod: Efeje Dinsmare, "Children’s

Literature, 1978,

Florence Wilson, Faces We

Seldam Ses: The Authar af the

Elsje  Boofs,” Ladles Home

Journal, April 1893,

« U Chat with an Autharess, " Cecil
County Whig, May 5, 1894,
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REPORT OF LONG
RANGE PLANNERS

ast February's meeting of
L the Board of Directors
received a report from the

Comirnittee co<chaired by Dorothy
Stavrides and Dick Lusch who have
been working on a long range plan to
identify future needs of our Society.

Thelr findings will be voted upon
at the Board's next meeting on
March Znd.

FLEA MARKET

he Flea Market of last
T February 19, under the
guidance of David Frees Jr..
netted the Soclety the very welcome
sum of $2860.

EXTENDED
HOURS FOR 8TH
GRADERS

he Soclety has arranged
T extended hours for the &th
grade students at the
Phoenixville Area Middle School In
order to assist them with their
history projects. The Wednesday
hours will be extended to 5 PM
through the end of April. Also, some
Saturday mornings have been
scheduled in March and April when
the Soclety will be open from 94AM to
TIOOLL

DONATION OF
PICTURES

pleture of Battery C. a
A Mational Guard ecompany
that drilled in the old
Armory Bullding circa 1894, was
donated to our Society by Bob Deger.
Also glven was a painting of John
Denithorne who was captain of this
unit.

PHOTO

VOLUNTEERS

e contlnue  to need
W volunteers to give time to
helping us review the photos
donated to the Soclety by the
Phoenix. Contact Jack Ertell or drop
In on Wednesdays or Fridays to
assist with this task.

NEWSPAPER
INDEX DATABASE
e are beginning to develop a
W newspaper Index database.
The microfilm newspaper
records are not indexed. making it
difficult for researchers. We are now
asking those using the microfilm to
glve us a list of articles they
research which will help us build
our own index, Additlonally, we will
begin to utilize the newspaper
clipping file to help build the index.
This will be an on-going project.




PLANS FOR THE
STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL

he Strawberry Festival will

T take place Saturday, June 4,

on the lawn adjoining the

Soclety's headguarters at Church

and Main Streets. The date

colneides with the Borough's FAME

Celebration and the Kiwanis Club's

Duck Race. Plan to have lunch

cooked on the grill at HSPA and

enjoy our famous strawberry treats.

Children will be entertained by a

clown and games and there will be

craft tables, a bake sale, and a

Lippincott Gallery art show and

sale. For more information call Dave

Frees Jr. at 610-933-4950 or

G10-933-9177.

IN HOUSE

PAMPHLETS

ur president Jack Ertell has
O written a Training Guide for
Volunteers for the benefit of
all those who would like to become
research volunteers. If you can help
out please contact him at G10-948-
1278. He has also written a Visitor's
Cuide for Researchers which will be
given to those who come to do
research at our Library and
Archives.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
he list of upcoming events
T includes some in our
immediate vicinity, and
some further away but still within
the bounds of Chester County.
Saturday, April 30th, 10 Ab to 5

Opening Ceremonies for Lock 80 of
the Schuylkill MNavigation Company
that was postponed from last fall
because of inclement weather. And
just incase, a rain date of May 1 has
been set.

June 4th to 10th is the week
selected for the annual Schuoylkill
Sojourn. when canoes and kayaks
paddle downstream from Schuoylkill
Haven to Philadelphia. This is a
reservation-only event so interested
paddlers should make plans as soon
as possible. For more information.

] the website at
info@schuylkillriver.org.

Sunday, March 20. 10 AM to 1
Pi. is the date for Orienteering
through Warwick County Park.
Visitors use a map to find locations
in the woods. Beginners should allow
20 minutes for instruction and 45-60
minutes to walle the course. A great
chance for Scouts to earn badges!

Saturday, March 26, 4 PM to
6 PM. is First Peep of Spring Day at
Warwick County Park. Listen as
frogs and toads produce distinctive
sounds. Learn to identify frogs just
by their calls and discover how and
why they call so much this time
of year.

Saturday, May 7. 10 AM to 4 PM.
is Sheep & Wool Day at Springton
Manor Farm. Watch sheep shearing.
varn spinning and cloth weaving.

For more information about the
last three events, check the County's
website at www.chesco.org/coparks.

MAJOLICA

new restaurant recently
A opened for business on
Bridge Street that caters to

gourmet dining. The owners, chef
Andrew Deery and his wife Sarah,
have given their establishment the
unusual name of “Majolica” because,
as Sarah tells us, they wanted to tap
into the history of Phoenixville
beyond its  well-known  steel
industry. Our historical society has
another special tie with this new
wventure since Andrew is the
nephew of one of our members.

The name they chose calls to
mind an industry that flourished at
Starr and Prospect Streets in
Phoenixville 120 years ago. Kilns as
tall as two-story buildings fired
earthenware pleces of such
excellence that samples sent to the
1884 Industrial Exposition in MNew
Orleans were awarded first prize. In
other words, our majolica was voted
the best in the United States.

Phoenixville's  Chamber of
Commerce encourages restaurants
that will attract visitors from
outlying townships, and “Majolica”
certainly fits that description.

COMMUNITY
BETTERMENT
GRANT

he Society has received a
T YMCA Community Better-
ment Grant of $900. It has
been wused to purchase a new
scanner and a WNikon Coolpix digital
camera. The new scanner will
enable us to scan slides and
negatives and convert them to
printed photos as well as add the
images to our database. The digital
camera will enable us to add images
of our artifacts to our database.
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