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STRAWBERRY
JUNE MEETING - JUNE 8, 2005

he quarterly meeting will
T take place on Wednesday,
June 8 at 7:30 PM in the
Soclety’s upstairs meeting room at
204 Church Street. Our speaker will
be Ed Crusheski general manager
of the Public Affairs Division of the
Philadelphia Water Department.
His slide presentation is entitled,
“Life, Death and Rebirth of the
Schuylkill  River,” and  our
Phoenixville area belongs in the
rebirth part of his lecture.

We feel fortunate that we were
able to engage Mr. Grusheski so
close to the date when the Schuylkill
Canal Association celebrated the

Association, the whole length of the
river is experiencing revivification.
A visitors” center will soon open in
Phoenixville's Iron Foundry building
and three hiking and biking trails
now nearing completion crisscross
OUr area.

apening of Lock 60.
Due to the efforts of the
Schuylkill Heritage GCreenways Artist’s depiction of Lock 60
MEMEBERSHIP memberships as FRIENDS.
REPORT Betty Thierry, Mational Penn

hearty welcome to NEW
A MEMEERS Mrs. Susan E.
Trickel. Mr. Lawrence
Seavey, Tracy and Ryan Bonney,
Robert W. MNew, Tracey Kinzinger,
Mr. Morman Goldstein. Mr. and
Mrs. Bryan O'Reilly, Mr. Michael
Patris, Mrs. Kathleen Brewster, Mr.
and Mrs. William Quain. and ©r.
Stephen Purcell.

With regret we report the deaths
of Mrs. Margot Denithorne Richter,
Mr. G. Fredric Smith, and Mr. Leroy
0. Krasley.

Mrs. Eleanor Morris renewed her
membership as a CONTRIBUTOR.
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore E. Flint, Mr.
Donald 1. Crabtree and Mr. and Mrs.
William MacDade, Jr. renewed their

Bank. and Representative Carol
Rubley renewed their BUSINESS
MEMBERSHIPS.

DOMNATIONS were made by Mr.
Donald 1. Crabtree, Ms. Mary
Ramsey Wilbert, John E. Shenkle
and Mr. and Mrs. Eric Miller.

HSPA ELECTIONS

he agenda of the Quarterly
T meeting in June will include
the election of a president, a
president-elect and four members of
the board of directors. Dave Frees
and Larry Gould are coordinating
the nominating committee.

FESTIVAL

s reported in our March
A issue, this year's Strawberry
Festival will be held
Saturday, June 4, on the lawn
adjoining the Society's headquarters
at 204 Church 5treet The date
coincides with the Borough's FAME
celebration and the Kiwanis Club’s
Duck Rarce. Plan to have lunch
cooked on the grill and some of our
famous strawberry treats. This year
besides the usual craft and baked
goods tables and the art show. we
are having a demonstration of an
old-time trade. Don Plummer,
a blacksmith, will show how iron
can be shaped into household
implements.

DAVE FREES

HONORED

avid Frees received the Dr.
D Martin  Luther King
Humanitarian award last
April during the Community Prayer
Breakfast of the Phoenixville
Council of Churches held at 5St.
Mary's Hall.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays 9 am.
until 3 e and also the
first Sunday of every month
between | and 4 pu.
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org



any previous articles about
education in the
Phoenixville area have

featured school children walking to
one-room schools where overly strict
teachers implanted in their young
minds a knowledge of the basic
subjects: reading, writing and
arithmetic.

Very little has been written about
the education of the professionals
who worked here: the doctors,
lawyers. teachers, and ministers of
the Gospel. But how did Phoenix
Iron Company’s engineers acquire
the knowledge necessary to produce
railroad iron and structural steel?
And who were the students who
attended colleges, and who didn't
attend them, and why? These
questions are worthy of attention
from your newsletter staff and we
start off with the college experience
of William Moore who was the first
settler in the Phoenixville area.

Pennypacker's Annals of
Phoenixvilie and Its Vicinity devotes
an entire chapter to William Moore,
whose father, an Englishman. came
to America shortly after William
Penn received a charter for lands in
Pennsylvania. The elder Moore was
Attorney General of the new colony
(see Annals, p. 17) and also had the
lucrative position of Collector of
Export and Import Taxes levied on
ships using the port of Philadelphia.

When his son William reached the
proper age. John Moore enrolled him
in Oxford University. England, and
around 1716 the woung man
embarked on a trans-Atlantic
voyage that took him to that
prestigious seat of learning. We are
not sure what course his vessel took.
At that early date, some of the
trading ships leaving Philadelphia
made a three-legged journey, going
first to the West Indies, thence to
England. and finally back to

Igher
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By Miriam Clegg and the newsletter staff

America  with a  load of
manufactured goods.

Whatever route they chose. a trip
between Pennsylvania and England
involved many weeks of traveling
time. Salling ships were at the
mercy of the wind, which was their
only source of power. The captain
had implements to chart the course
but could set no definite date when
the journey would be over. When the
lookout perched on the vardarm
shouted “LAMND! LANDI" then the
passengers on deck knew they would
reach their destination by at least
the following day.

The Pennsylvania lands that
William Meore left behind were still
sparsely populated since the total
number of inhabitants was only
40,000, The built-up part of the city
of Philadelphia was still so small it
extended only a few blocks back
from the Delaware River.

The young student must have
marveled at what he found when he

A fiftoornti contury studant
From Baxandall's Glotto
and the Orators.
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reached England. The town of
Cford in the early 1700s could lay
claim to six centuries of continuous
existence. The cluster of ornate
buildings devoted to study halls
resembled English  castles or
cathedrals. Over the years kings and
sages alike had paid tribute to this
university for its contributions to
learning, and for the services to
their country rendered by its
distinguished graduates.

Oxford, and an  offshoot,
Cambridge University, that dates
back to 1209, were in 1716
attracting students from all parts of
the European continent and even, as
in the case of Willlam Moore, from
British colonies such as those
recently established in America.

The curriculums had originally
emphasized religious subjects and
were tallored to fit young men
seeking high positions in the church.
Mot until a later date were courses
initiated that prepared students for
other careers. In the 1600s Cwxford
professors were teaching
mathematics, chemistry, astronomy,
anatomy. botany, and geology. in
addition to the Gresk and Latin
classics. By the 1700s lessons in civil
and canon law were available and
may be what William Moore studied.

The clothing worn by students
crowding the anclent halls of this
institute should receive special
attention since it persists in colleges
existing at the present day.
MNowadays it is  reserved for
ceremonial  occasions  such  as
graduations.

During the 17005 gentlemen from
all walks of life were outfitted in
shirts. vests and coats wvaguely
resembling what i{s worn today.
However, trousers at that era ended
Jjust past the knee and the rest of the
leg was covered by a stocking, This
arrangement was il sulted to



Bertfamin Franklin at age 42
From Carl Van Doren's
Benjamin Franklin.

unheated college buildings so the
students wore long gowns with
hoods over their regular clothing to
protect themselves from the cold.

We are told those hooded gowns
were modeled after the apparel of
the old-time monks whose lives were
spent in monasteries, and the design
of the students’ caps had the same
origin. Monks of that era wore their
hair short contrary to the prevailing
fashion. Many times they shaved or
tonsured their heads and drew up
the hoods to keep warm. When the
hoods were not used, they wore
skullcaps surmounted by stiff. flat,
cloth-covered square pieces.

We know that William Moore had
returned to Philadelphia by 1720
(see Futhey & Cope's History of
Chester County, p. 662). A few vears
later his father purchased a 240-
acre tract at the confluence of
Pickering Creek with the Schuylkill
River in what was then Charlestown
Township. By 1724 he had a sawmill
in operation that was the earliest in
the vicinity, so early in fact that the
first to watch its operation were
neighbaring Indians.

Between 1724 and 1729 William
Moore met a young lady, Williamina
Weymes of similar background to
his own. When they married in
1729, John Moore gave them the
Charlestown lands. As soon as they
were financially stable, they built a

home and surrounded it with lawns
and gardens. Its appearance was so
grand that wvisitors gave it the
imposing name “Moore Hall.” which
is the name it still bears to the
present day. The Moores raised a
family of eight children in this
house.

About this time young William
Moore discovered it was possible to
receive  an  adequate  college
education on this side of the
Atlantic. Harvard College in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, had
opened in 1836 to provide an
education for young men who
aspired to the ministry. In 1708 the
first secular Harvard president
broadened the curriculum. Yale
College followed in 1701, Princeton
in 1746, and the University of
Pennsylvania in 1731, Moore may
have been one of the last American
students who felt compelled to go
abroad to receive a  higher
education.

With the legal knowledge Moore
had obtained at Oxford. he was
equipped to have a political career.
At this early date the government of
the Province consisted of an
Assembly elected by the people and
a governor appointed by Willlam
Penn's  political party  after
confirmation by the King of
England. Moore was a member of
the Assembly in 1733 and was
reelected to that office until 1740, In
1741 he was appointed a Justice of
the Peace for Chester County, a
position that included the authority
of a judge of the Court of Common
Pleas. Afterwards he had the honor
of becoming President Judge of that
Court. Howewer, he was haughty
and dictatorial all during his long
service to the public and there were
frequent complaints about his
administration of justice.

In 1723 a fortuitous event
occurred in Philadelphia. It was the
arrival in town of Benjamin
Franklin who came from Boston,
Massachusetts, took up residence
here and spent the rest of his life
improving the city. An admirer of
Franklin's once made the erroneous
statement that Franklin was a
native of Philadelphia. When
advised of his error. he refused to
recant. “Franklin.” he insisted, *was
indeed a Philadelphian. He was
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born here at the age of sixteen.”

The only education Franklin
received as a boy growing up in
Massachusetts was obtained in the
free schools of Boston. He started
school at age elght and his father
took him out of school at age ten.
However, young Benjamin was a
bright boy who loved books and
acquired an education from reading
them. He served an apprenticeship
to his older brother who was a
printer and became highly skilled in
this difficult trade. This may
arcount for the scornful tone he took
when writing about wealthy men
who enrolled their sons in Harvard
College. He said:

I reflected in my mind on the
extreme folly of those parents who,
blind to their children’s dullness and
insensible of the solidity of their
skulls, because they think their
purses can afford it, will needs send
them to the Temple of Learning,
where, for vont of a suitable genius,
they learn little more than how to
carry themselves handsomely and
enter a room genteelly which might
as well be acguired at a dancing
school, and from whence they return,
after abundance of trouble and
charge, as great blockheads as ever,
only more proud and selfconceited.

One of Benjamin Franklin's first
projects after he established himself
in Philadelphia as the city’s top
printer was his plan for a college
here similar to ones in New
England. Franklin published a
pamphlet  enttled  “FProposals
Relating to the Education of Youth
in Pennsylvania.” As he desired, the
new institution was called College of
Pennsylvania and when it opened in
1751 it included in its curriculum
many of the founder’s ideas.

Franklin did not ohject to Latin
and Greek classical studies, but he
advised his professors to teach
useful courses like writing and
public speaking. He urged students
to read about the rise of
manufactures, and he advised them
to wvisit local farms to see what
improvements could be made in
agriculture. He believed in a frugal
diet and strongly advocated
swimming as an exercise, saying it
should be done in a safe place under
the eye of a careful person. This idea
became a permanent part of the
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Coflage Hall, University of Parrsylvama
From an old post card

University of Pennsylvania's
curriculum and up until the 1950s
university students were required
before graduation to demonstrate
their proficiency in swimming,

The first Provost of the new
college was Willlam Smith, who
happened to be the husband of
Rebecca Moore, one of William and
Williamina's children. In 1760
William Smith made a trip to
England, and while there secured a
grant of money to help the new and
struggling college.

On the days those early students
were  awarded degrees., Penn
graduates, like all other early
American  college  graduates,
imitated the Europeans and wore
caps, gowns and hoods. The shape of
the caps reminded our American
students of the hand-held sguare
boards masons used to hold mortar
so they renamed this part of the
outfit mortarboards.

This brings us to another celebrity
of thel700s, the superlative George
Washington. Born on February 23,
1732, Washington was a whaole
generation younger than Benjamin
Franklin  but was  equally
indispensable to his country. We
have reviewed his childhood history
and discovered how he was
educated.

Washington grew up in Stafford
County., mnear Fredericksburg,

Virginia. He studied in the common
school or with tutors, and early
displayed a passion for active sports
and a propensity for the military.
His formal schooling ended when he
was only fifteen. Young George then
learned to be a surveyor under the
tutelage of his older brother.
William & Mary College was in
existence at that date, since it was
founded in 1636 and rebuilt in 1620,
but Washington never attended
college. Mevertheless, the
prestigious Southern institution has
some connection with the famous
general because the president and
masters of the college in 1749
affirmed him as surveyor of
Culpeper County.

At the beginning of the French &
Indian War, Washington was
enlisted to lead a company of militia
into western Pennsylvania. and by
the end of the war he had learned
military tactics by practicing them.

George Washington and Patrick
Henry were part of the Virginia
delegation to the First Continental
Congress that met in Philadelphia
in 1774 to consider means to protect
the liberties of the colonies. On June
15, 1775, the Second Continental
Congress in Philadelphia
unanimously elected Washington
Commander-in-Chief  of  the
Continental Army.

Military colleges did not exist in
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this country until Congress
established the US Military
Arademny at West Point in 1802, and
in 1850, the US Naval Academy at
Annapolis. There was very little
military training in any of the
colonies because the motive of most
of the immigrants who fled to
America was to escape the constant
wars in Europe.

General Washington, however,
was not without seasoned officers.
Many well-trained military figures
from European countries who
sympathized with the American
cause became part of the American
army and supplied know-how as
well as troops. There was Lafayette
and Rochambeau from France,
Johann deKalb and Casimir Pulaski
from Poland. the Prussian officer
Baron von Steuben. and a Polish
patriot, Thaddeus Kosciusko.

The winter the American army
stayed at Valley Forge, all large
houses in the wvicinity were
commandeered as officers’ quarters.
Moore Hall. maore commodious than
any of the others. was crowded.
Williarn Moore and his wife were
relegated to a few rooms on an upper
floor. General Mathaniel Greene and
other officers of the quartermasters
department were housed in Moore
Hall along with Colonel Clement
Biddle. the forage master.

From January to April of 1778,
Muoore Hall was used by a committee
of six  delegates from the
Continental Congress then in

George Washington ar age 40
From Sparlks’ Life of
George Washington
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From Futhey & Cope’s History of Chester County

session in York, Pennsylvania. The
Comimittee  assisted  General
Washington  with  necessary
improvements to the condition of the
army and the Commander-in-Chief
frequently rode his horse the three
miles between Valley Forge and
Moore Hall to confer with them.
Some of Washington's
correspondence from this period is
datelined “Moore Hall.”

William Moore died at the ripe old
age of 84 just three months before
the Treaty of Peace that ended the
war. In the post war period both
Franklin and General George
Washington labored diligently for
the new nation. In 1789 the wellborn
Virginian was elected President of
the new United States of America.
Franklin died in 1790, Washington
in 1799,

The turn of the new century
brought a profound change in the
daily life of ordinary citizens of the
United States. In the 1800s multiple
inventions allowed the populace to
substitute machine power for hand
power in the production of goods.
Improvements in the quality of life
were so great and came so quickly
that historians now call this rising
tide of industry *The Industrial

Revolution.” When mechanized
industries moved from the home to
the factory, state regulation was
necessary and the pgovernment
began to take over some activitles
that were formerly considered
private.

Cne happy outcome was the
adoption of laws governing the
education of children. By the end of
the 1830s, most state legislatures
had passed a public school law that
guaranteed for every child a free,
tax-supported education. School
boards, school superintendents and
truant officers made their first
appearance. However, private
academy schools continued
alongside the public schools. They
were supported by parents who
could afford the expense of paying a
school tax plus a tultion fee.

With the passage of time larger
schoolhouses were erected with
separate  rooms provided for
progressive grades. Transportation
was provided for the pupils and the
practice  of combining school
districts for greater efficiency began.
Phoenixville consolidated its public
schools in the 1850s. In 1911, the
year free education at age sixteen
was compulsory, we had a full four-

il

vear high school on Nutts Foad.

Most townspeople educated in this
fashion led  productive and
satisfying lives. Phoenixville never
had a college. The bulk of the
teaching profession at that time
were graduates of an institution
founded in West Chester in 1871.
Called the State Normal Schoal, it is
now a part of West Chester
University.

Our newly democratic society also
produced a different type of very
important person. The philosopher
or military expert of the past was
replaced in thelB800s by a well-liked
elected official. or perhaps by a
magnate who controlled a large
industry.

The Reeves family of Phoenixville
should be included in that last
category, since they owned a
controlling interest in the Phoenix
Iron and the Phoenix Bridge
Companies for well over a hundred
years. The first David Reeves, who
was born in 1793 and died in
1871, was the patriarch. The
educational needs of the four
generations of his family that
headed our  local  industry
differed each time a new member of
the family was elected president.




M. Cary Thomas.
Frastdent af a wamens collome
founded iy Bryn Mawr, PA i 1886

David took on the responsibility of
managing the company in 1827. He
had many wyears of previous
experience in iron operations and
probably was self-schooled. When
his son, the first Samuel J.., was
young. David sent him to Princeton.
After graduation, young Samuel
joined the firm at a time when
railroad iron was first made and the
ironworks  was  rebuilt  to
accommodate  the increase in
business. Samuel J. is remembered
for his work with the American Iron
and Steel Institute to obtain a
protective tariff on American iron.
Also he was the inventor of the
Phoenix column.

Samuel J. had two sons., David
Reeves II and William Handy
Reeves. When they were voung,
advancements in the science of
metallurgy were causing so many
changes in the manufacture of iron
that Samuel J. Reeves realized his
sons should have technical school
training. He selected the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute of Troy, New
York, founded in 1824, The story is
told that young David worked at the
Franklin Institute in Philadelphia
for a wear after high school
graduation so that he and his
brother could be in the same
freshman class at the college. When
they were only 26 and 24, their
father died, and David and William
found themselves in charge of one of
the largest iron manufactories on
the east coast. David became
president of the Phoenix Iron and
Phoenix Bridge Companies and had
an office in Philadelphia. William

became general superintendent of
the plant in Phoenixville

While they were officers.
Phoenixville’s ironworks had a large
contract with the City of Mew Yark
to build the MNew York elevated
railroad svstem  and  was
simultaneously manufacturing iron
for railroad bridges in Canada.
David Reeves' son, Samuel J. II
succeaded his father in 1923, He was
a graduate of Yale University.

Even before technical college
courses were in demand in America,
colleges on the other side of the
Aflantic were pgraduating civil
engineers. Adolphus Bonzano, the
Phoenix Bridge Company expert.
had already received a polytechnical
education in the place of his birth,
Wurtemberg, Germany, when he
arrived in Phoenixville in 1888
Morman Macecallum, a steel expert
hired by David Reeves in 1889 to
install steel furnaces, had attended
universities in Manchester. England
and Glasgow, Scotland.

During the same  highly
industrialized period that was
dominated by the Reeves family. two
other  Phoenixville  residents
achieved distinction. For that reason
their education is a matter of
Interest. One of them. Samuel
Whitaker Pennypacker. a lawyer,
wrote the Annals in 1871, and in
1903 relocated to Harrisburg to

serve a term as governor of
Pennsylvania. He did not attend
college and had no formal schooling
after graduation from Grovemaont in
Phoenixville, which was an academy
school. Instead. he studied for two
years in the office of a Philadelphia
lawyer and after passing an
examination was admitted to the
bar. After his rise to fame, the
University of Pennsylvania awarded
him an honorary degree of Doctor of
Laws.

Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker
had a cousin, Benjamin R
Whitaker, who practiced medicine
during the Civil War. Whitaker
enlisted In the Union Army
immediately after graduation from
Grovemont Acadermy and all during
his war service he wrote letters
home about the condition of his
army unit. (See December 2004
H5PA Mewsletter.) The quality of
writing and the penmanship
displayed in these letters attest to
the good education he had received
at the academy school. Benjamin
Whitaker learned surgical methods
right on the battlefield. Our society
recently acquired his kit of surgical
tools. When the war ended. he
enrolled at the University of
Pennsylvania Medical School and
received a degree.

[ncidentally, top generals of both
the Union and Confederate armies

Moaoare Hall

Chaster Countys foremast fiistoric fandmark recently savad from
demalitton by & group of cansarvationists
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were graduates of West Point. That
college is proud of its assoclations
with all three: Ulysses 5. Grant,
Robert E. Lee. and Andrew
*Stonewall” Jackson.

As national population figures
increased toward the mid 1800s. so
did the number of colleges, which
were by that time established in
every state of the Union. America
had become more democratic and
the line that divides the wealthy
from the underprivileged
disappeared with the emergence of a
robust middle class. A college

Fatsy Mitchell raproserts
studarits af African descant wite

are currently gradusting from
collamas

education became available in this
period for previously neglected
segments of the populaton. such as
women, Catholics and  African-
Americans.

MNotable amongst the newer
colleges was Mount Holyoke, an
institution for higher learning for
WOITED that opened in
Massachusetts in 1837. By 1842,
Catholics had established a college,
Motre Dame, at South Bend,
Indiana, run by their own
clergymen.  The  next  four
institutions for minorities were
established right here in Chester
County between 1857 and 1906:
West Chester University, an
outgrowth of the Chester County
Mormal School; Immaculata College,
a Catholic college for young women:
and two colleges for male youths of
African descent, Lincoln University
and Cheyney State University.

Over In  England, Oxford
University also recognized the
wisdom of attracting bright students
regardless of soclal status with
financial aid as an inducement.

Their plan is called the Rhodes
Scholarships and each wvear thirty-
two American scholars are selected
to participate in the program.

The modern colleges continue the
long established custom of wearing
caps and gowns on ceremonial
occasions. Also the older Ivy League
colleges still take pride in their early
founding dates. Mot many years ago
at the Inaupguration of a new
president for the University of
Pennsylvania, delegates from other
American  colleges formed a
procession on the Penn campus.
Harvard, founded in 16836, took the
lead, followed by Princeton and
Yale. Others in line were arranged
in accordance with their respective
dates.

Any last vestiges of the idea that a
college education is solely for the
elite disappeared entirely in 1944
when President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed into law what was
popularly called the GI Bill of
Rights. The official name was
Servicemen's Readjustment Act and
it provided federal aid to returning
veterans from World War II One of
its benefits was monetary aid to help
our war heroes continue their
education in school or college.
Within the following seven wears
approximately  eight  million
veterans took advantage of the offer
at a cost to the government of
approximately $14 billion.

Surprising statistics reveal that
nowadays more women than men
are applying for admission to
colleges and that some male
students work full time jobs while
they study for a degree.

A pleasing aspect of college 1ife is
the way highly intelligent men and
wormen recelve inspiration from one
anocther. University professors
sometimes collectively arrive at
discoveries that are a boon to
mankind. Such was the case in the
189405 when  University  of
Pennsylvania personnel built a
machine conceived and designed by
J. Presper Eckert and John William
Mauchly.

It was called ENIAC. an acronym
for Electronic Mumerical Integrator
And Computer built in 1946 at the
request of the US Army for their
ballistics research lab. At the same
time in Great Britain. scientists
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were constructing a similar device
called the “Colossus.”

Physically, EMIAC was a monster.
Welghing 30 short tons. it almost
filled a room. The new machine was
a mass of vacuum tubes, crystal
diodes, relays. resistors. capacitors,
and around 5 million hand soldered
Jjoints. By way of comparison. as of
2004, a chip of silicon measuring
0.02 inches square holds the same
capacity as the ENIAC.

We all know the many ways
computer sclence has benefited
America, and yet this modern
miracle is still in its infancy. The
question is this: will the application
of this new sclence occasion still
more marvels in the future? In order
to answer the question, we use the
trite expression: “Your guess fs as
good as mine.”
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MUSEUM AND

ARCHIVES TOURS

he women's club of Sacred
T Heart Church and Cub
Scouts and their parents
from Packs 85 and 73. all of whom
met at our socciety this spring. were
given tours of the museum and
archives by Jack Ertell. Dave Frees
entertained the women's club of
Haoly Trinity Church last March
with a program on majolica pottery.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
HISTORY
PROJECTS

SPA promised last March to
H arrange extended hours
during March, April and
May to accommodate eighth grade
students working on local history
projects. Most young researchers
came early, but some waited until
the last minute and then with their
parents, made a beeline to our
facilities. Helen Harrop. Lois
Donovan and other volunteers were
very happy to see such large
numbers and hope some day soon
we'll have busy days like theseon a
regular basis.

VISITORS' CENTER
IN THE IRON

FOUNDRY

s part of the sales agreament
A for the newly rehabilitated
Iron  Foundry,  sixteen
hundred square feet of the building
were set aside as a visitors® center.
This large space will be used by
tourists who stop off in our section of
the Greenway., The board of
directors who will supervise this

project  includes three of our
members: Jack Ertell, Peter Brown
and Kurt Kunsch.

CHESTER COUNTY

TOWN WALK

SPA will again participate in
H the Town Tours & Village
Walks program that has
become a standard summertime
event in Chester County. July Tth
has been designated as
Phoenixville’s date, and Ryan
Conroy and Kurt Kunsch have been
selected to coordinate activities.
Please bear in mind that this same
team attracted large attendance to
last year's tour of North Side
churches and earned front-page
coverage in The Phoenix. This year
our tour will feature Main Street
buildings.

MUSEUM

LIGHTING
T he museum has been greatly

enhanced by the installation
of a drop ceiling and new
lighting with both recessed and
track lights. The improvement was
financed by contributions to the
capital campaign and a generous
donation made by our members, Bill
and Dorothy Stavrides.

CENTENNIAL OF

ST. ANN CHURCH
t. Ann Church celebrated a
S mass Sunday, March 6. in
commemoration  of their
Looth year in Phoenixville, followed
by a banquet for two hundred people.
Our society’s president, Jack Ertell,
was asked to be a speaker. Ertell

was aware that the church had been
erected by an Irish immigrant,
Thomas F. Byrne, and he
commented on the fact that the U.5.
Census of 1850 showed one of every
four people in Phoenixville at that
date had come directly from Ireland
or had described themselves as
being of Irish descent.

FEES

s of September 1. 2005, our
A soclety will ask for small
sums of money in exchange
for services. Mostly the charges will
affect research requests by mail, use
of the microfilm reader and other
photocopiers, ete. Our members will
receive substantial discounts when
they avail themselves of these
services, and in addition will get a
10% rebate when they buy books
and other items sold in our museum.

SOJOURN AND
LOCK GO
T he Schuylkill Sojourn. June

3 to June 11, reaches Mont
Clare on June 8 which is
Day Five and for the first time will
actually “lock through” at Lock 80,
Boats will enter the newly restored
stone lock at high water level, sink
to a lower level as water is drained
from the lock and exit after the
loweer gate is opened.

Participants will camp out for the
night at 5t. Michael's Church park.
Ewvening entertainment will include
dance lessons from the Timoney
School of Irish Dance from Glenside.
Also new this year is a tidal water
stretech opened from  Fairmount
Waterworks to the Delaware River.
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