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he annual dinner meeting
T will take place on Wednesday

evening, September 15, 2004
at Columbia Station. A cash bar will
open at §:00 PM and dinner will be
served at 6:30 PM.

Our speaker for the evening is
Mancy Webster. She belongs to the
Society of Friends and her subject
relates to Quaker customs and
Cuaker ties to this area. We all
know that Quakers use ‘thes’ and
‘thou” instead of ‘you” but do we
know that Quaker principles are the
basis on which the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania was founded? Ms.
Webster earned a B.A. at Harvard
University and has double masters’

DINNEERE MEETING - SEPTEMBER 15, 2004

college. She is an historian by
profession and we are sure she will
provide us with an entertaining as
well as an instructive evening.

William Parnn

degrees from another notable A Pannsylvania Quaker
MEMBERSHIP Donations were recelved from the
REPORT following: Ms. Priscilla Waggoner,
hearty welcome to the Mary Elizabeth Brower. Mrs

A following new members: L.

Stockton Illoway, Virginia
Funk and John Goodman, Susan
and Walter Mostel, Mr. Robert P.
Cray, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Spotts,
Lisa Way Flynn, Madine Hoepfl, Mr.
and brs. Mike Pavlik, and Edith
Craner.

With regret we report the deaths
of Mr. Pete Bamberger. Mrs.
Dorothy Cohen. and Mr. Andy
Benne.

Renewing as a CONTRIBUTOR
is Zoe Perkins.

Renewing as FRIEMNDS are Mrs.
W. Mifflin Large. Mr. Richard A
Kunsch Sr., Dr. and Mrs. Donald .
Rosato, Miss MNefera Purcell.

Miriam Clegg. Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Kusko.

FROM THE
PRESIDENT'S DESK
By Jack Ertell

s most of our members know

A by now, on June 29 the
board of the soclety
appointed me to serve out the
balance of Pete's term as president. I
had been serving as president-elect
since last September and was on the
board of directors for the previous
two years. During the past year I
helped Pete coordinate the adult
education class on Phoenixville
history and am currently hosting

and producing the “Phoenixville
Revisited” series on Phantom TV.

For those of you who did not see
the article in The Phoenix some
weeks ago, here is some background
information. [ have been a resident
of the Phoenixville area for over
thirty vears and a member of HSPA
for more than twenty years. [ am a
former teacher and administrator in
the Phoenixville Area School
District and currently an adjunct
lecturer of history for Delaware and
Montgomery County Community
Colleges.

I am a pgraduate of Albright
College and hold a master's degree
in American history from West
Chester University.

Over the past twao months, I have
given a lot of time to familiarizing
myself with the many projects and
activities of the Soclety that Pete
oversaw and are still to be
completed. I now work with many of
our volunteers more actively than I
did in the past. I am immensely
impressed with their lewvel of
commitment, and I greatly
appreciate their spirit of cooperation
and their desire to help the “new
guy.”

Cont. to top of page &

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays 9 am.
until 3 p.u and also the
first Sunday of every month
between 1 and 4 ru.
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org



PHOENIXVILLE, OUR PHOENIXVILLE

19th Century Homes and the People Who Lived in Them

ohn O.K. Eobarts wrote new
J words for an old tune and
sang “Phoenixville, Our
Phoenixville™ at the Fourth of July
Celebration held in Reeves Park in
1899. He later expanded his
versification to sixteen stanzas
which were included in the
Historical Souvenir Book of Home-
Coming that was published in 1910.

The tune was originally a German
composition entitled *0 Tannen-
baum” (O Christmas Tree) first sung
in 1824, The melody became popular
in the United States not only as a
Christmas song but as an expression
of patriotic sentiments. With new
lyrics it was entitled “Maryland. My
Maryland™ and adopted as state
anthem in 1861. At later dates three
other states - New Jersey, lowa and
Michigan - used it to extol their
homelands.

John 0O. K. Robarts followed
Marvland's lead and revised “O
Tannenbaum” so that the lyrics
described features of Phoenixville.
Robarts in the latter part of the
18005 was a prominent citizen, and
was at one time the burgess. or
mayor, of Phoenixville, He served
many terms on borough council and
was owner and editor of a weekly
newspaper, The Phoenix Messenger,
published from 1873 until 1910
Following is Robarts® revision:

Behold the wanders we fiave dane,

In Phaenixville, in Phoenivwille,

A rown of famres, well bow to none,
FPhoenixvifle, our Phoenixville
Our fran and Stee! fave
spanned the earth,

Of kndtting mills there is no dearth,
Our shaps and stares
a call are warth,

In Phoenixville, in Phoenixville,

The ‘town of homes™ referenced in
the song is the theme of this article,
and we have selected homes that
best exemplify the charm that 19th
century houses still exude in the
Z1st century.

Very early In Phoenlxville's

By Miriam Clage with the amistance of Helen Harrop

history a row of sixteen houses was
built adjacent to the present foundry
building, that sleeping beauty
struggling to arise from the ashes of
the iron and steel industry that is
our birthright. An 1853 wall map of
Phoenixville Borough and Schuylkill
Township calls it *Stone Row,”
probably because brick was used in
most of the other houses of the same
period. Another name for it is
*MNailers’ Row.”

Mails had been made in
Phoenixville as early as 1790, First
hammered out by blacksmiths, nail
machines were introduced in 1813
As the iron industry flourished, the
population of the town doubled and
then re-doubled. and due to this
rapid growth, a housing shortage
exlsted between 1813 and the
outbreak of the Civil War.

5.W. Pennypacker’s Annals has a
picture of one of a group of houses
hurriedly erected during the period
of expansion. These little houses
were one story high with two rooms

on the ground floor, a plaster-over-
stone garret. and no cellar.
Pennypacker says. “I am reliably
informed that one of these
structures was occupied by a family
of thirteen persons, seven of whom -
including a man and his wife - were
boarders.”

In 1846 the Phoenix Works, as it
was then called. began the
manufacture of railroad iron in
addition to making nails. Three
hundred additional employees came
to live and work here. The iron
company began the erection of
substantial 2-1/2 story dwellings to
accommodate the influx and MNailers'
Row was the earliest.

The list of other worker's houses
from this period includes a group of
forty-one houses built on iron
company property  behind  the
Mansion House Hotel and called
“Puddlers’ Row.,” a term descriptive
of an iron-making operation. This
row lasted until the late 1830s, was
then declared unsafe and was torn




Detail of double chiimmeys
art tfe Adil Stroet Howses

dowrn. Other workers' houses
survived and may presently be seen
on East Walnut, East Morgan and
Hall 5Streets. They appear on
Breou's 1883 map as Red Row, Old
Fow, and Cottage Row. Large
numbers of these sturdily built row
houses are now being rehabilitated
by present day buyers who
appreciate the conveniences they
gain by living in a town.

Mailers' Row begins with MNo. 1,
which is situated alongside of Bank
Street between DMMill Street and
Taylor Alley. Each house is two bays
wide and originally was two rooms
deep. The first floor has one window
and one door facing Mill Street, and
one window and one door at the rear
facing the alley. At the second floor
level each house has two windows,
and there are two evebrow, or half-
sized windows, on the third floor
peering out from under the roof.

Because itis a corner house, No. 1

Forch and staps of a Adill Streat
f1or15a

has an extra window in the rear
room looking out on Bank Street.
Mao. 1 also has extra stoneworl.
Eighteen-inch-thick plastered stone
walls stretch around the front, side
and back. Four-inch studs divide No.
1 from the adjoining house in the
unit, and that house. Mo, 3. has an
8" thick brick wall between it and
the first house of the next wnit.
which is Mo, a.

Architectural features of all
sixteen houses are more or less the
same. They have plaster over stone

SEL

af Golden Eagls Hospital
budlding in 1863

front and rear exteriors, stud walls
between houses, and brick walls
between units. Small porches grace
both front and rear.

Every unit in the row has
individual sets of two outside
stalrcases going up to the porches
that are used in common, and under
the steps are doors opening into the
cellars. Mo. 1 alone has a full-height
cellar door at its front corner. In
order that two houses can share the
same porch the windows and doors
on the first floors are arranged like
this:  window-door, door-window,
window-door, ete.

Mo, 1 alone has its own chimney
on the Bank Street side. After that,
chimneys are shared. one chimney
servicing both houses in the unit
The first major improvement made
to these houses was one-story shed
kitchens attached in such a way as
not to block the rear windows.

Tenants of the Mill Street row in
the period prior to the Civil War led
communal lives. Only a small
number of the houses had wells in
their baclyards. and those who had
a well shared the water with other
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residents. They brought it to the
surface with a hand pump and
carried it in buckets back to their
homes.

The iron company charged rent
and each month deducted it from the
workmen's salaries. Most of the
houses were already overcrowded,
but to earn extra money, the wives
took In boarders. Tenants who kept
more than four boarders were
charged an additional $2.00 per
month rent. These first residents
were poor. The men were the lowest
paid workmen in the iron company,
although they had the most arduous
jobs and worked in a risky
environment. However, as a
contemnporary observer relates. they
took pride in their homes and all
summer long had flowers blooming
in their backyard gardens.

In the twentieth century after
these company houses were sold to
private owners, the interiors were
updated and modern conveniences
installed.

Circa 1850 vacant lots between
Mailer’s Row and the Gay Street
Bridge were purchased by one of
Phoenixville’s celebrated secret
socletles, called “Stratford Castle
Mo, 667, Knights of the Golden
Eagle.” The KEnights built a lodge
hall on the same side of the street as
the row houses and because of the
many accidents experienced by the
iron company at that date. promoted
the idea of a community hospital.
The modest building shown in the
photo and the old drawing was the
beginning of the extensive MNutt
Road institution that we know today
as The Phoenixville Hospital

e e
CGoldan Eagle Hospital building
as it looks today



201 SOUTH MAIN STREET
Home of David M.

and Mary Jane Frees

The appearance of Phoenixville
changed greatly in the forty years
between the erection of Mailers’ Row
and the ambitious plan to build two
fine houses at Main Street and
Washington Avenue. By the close of
the Civil War the town had stores,
banks. residences of Phoenix Iron
Company executives, the hall of the
Masonic Association, the
Phoenixville Hotel, and a new depot
for  the Reading Railroad.
Pennypacker's Annafs gives a
description of the noise made by the
building activity in the area near the
iron works.

“Along the principal streets.” he
says. “the click of the carpenters’
hammers and the masons' trowels is
almost  continuous and  the
structures which result evinee a
decided advance in taste as well as
inoutlay.”

In the 1870s production of new
buildings spread from Main Street
and Church Street to the
surrounding  farmland. Lands
belonging to John Morgan, the
innkeeper of General Pike Hotel,
and John Jones, a farmer, were
divided into building lots. A sizable
plot of land was set aside for a town
park which was named for the iron
company’s recently deceased first
president., David Reeves. Howewver,
there was still a great deal of open
land as this item in West Chester's

Paily Localnewspaper indicates,

“A number of the youngbloods of
Phoenixville use South Main Street
for racing purposes and for testing
the speed of their nags. It is being
done to such an extent that it is
becoming dangerous.”

The same newspaper printed this
itemm April 14, 1884: “David R
Buckwalter, an independent builder
and contractor. is now engaged in
the excavation of the cellars for the
new and handsome residence he is
about building at the corner of Main
Street and Washington Avenue.”

Buclowalter completed the house,
number 201 Main Street, in 1835
and sold it to John Dettre, a
merchant from Center Square who
moved to Phoenixville and started a
general store. It cost $5,000 and its
current owner found in the attic a
scrap of wood that indicated the
master carpenter was paid twenty-
five cents per hour and the workmen
fifteen cents per hour.

The house conjoined to Dettre’s
house, number 203 Main Street, was
completed five years later and sold
to John P. and Bertha Davis. It was
built in an entirely different style of
architecture. Rising up from the
porch roof is an artificial tower with
domed top and a finial. It has two
elliptical windows in the front
facade, one in the gable and the
other in the bay window on the
second floor level.

Most likely from the time of its
erection. number 203 was leased to

201-203 South Adain Street

renters, and was considersd a very
corvenient rooming house for iron
company employees. We believe the
boarders occupied the first and
second floors and the Davis family
lived in the attic rooms. Its name,
“The Herbnor,” can still be seen in
brass letters embedded in the
cement stoop. We are told this odd
title {s a contraction of 'Herbert’ and
‘Morma,” who were the Davis’ two
older children. Their third child,
Maisie. was born at a later date.

In 1915 Dawvis left the steel
company and for two years was
employed at the Bethlehem Steel
Warks in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
Onee again, he owned a rooming
house and took in boarders. Only a
few wears later, newspapers in
Bethlehem  and  the  Daily
Republican in Phoenixville
headlined Davls’™ heroic action
during a fire at his Bethlehem home
that unfortunately cost him his life.
John and Bertha were standing
outside the burning home when the
distraught father, believing little
Maisie was still inside, broke loose
from restraining arms. rushed back
inside, and died in the fire.

The funeral was held from his
Phoenixville residence. The
pallbearers were boarders from his
Bethlehem house. He was buried in
Marrls Cemetery. Bertha Davis
managed The Herbnor for another
year and then sold the property.

In 1895 number 201 Main Street
was purchased by Colonel David G.
MacFeat. a haorse fancier who was
known both in this country and
abroad for his success as an
auctioneer. MacFeat, who was 42
years old at the time, moved in with
his wife, Elizabeth. and their only
child, Mary. The family also owned
the Bonnie Brae property at Spring
City.

MacFeat’s parents and siblings
were immigrants from Secotland: he
was the first member of the family to
be born in America. In that era,
1850 to 1900, horses were an
extremely important commodity
since there was no other means of
everyday travel until the automobile
came along. Canals and railroads
were well patronized but never
replaced the more versatile horse.

Just as is the case today. horses
were bought and sold under the
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The Horbnor brass lottors in the

cament stoap
auctioneer’'s hammer and a
proficient auctioneer could

command a high price. MacFeat was
called the *lightning auctioneer.” He
set records that have never been
superseded in places like the Union
Stockyards in Chicago and the
Madison Square Garden in New
York. Inthe years 1894 and 1895, he
sold between 25,000 and 90,000
horses. The lightning auctioneer
sold a carriage horse for $1,650. He
fetched $15,000 for a world famous
pacer, Joe Patchen, which was the
most valuable horse he ever sold. In
1896 he spent three months in
France where a wealthy American’s
string of pacers and trotters were
sold.

After a notable performance in
Virginia he was given the fictitious
title of *Colonel” that he enjoyed
using the rest of his life.

Diring the years Colonel MacFeat
lived at 201 Main Street he had
horse stalls in the building that is
now a garage and he pastured
horses on what was then a vacant
field between his home and the First
Presbyterian Church.

David and Elizabeth MacFeat
passed their Main Street property
by will to their daughter, Mary. and
her husband, George Frees. The
Freeses owned a shoe emporium at
the end of Main Street facing on
Bridge Street.

David and Mary Jane and their
children were the fourth and fifth
generations to cccupy the premises,
and they loved the old house. The
initial ‘M in the names of David
Frees 5r.. David Frees Jr.. and
Dawid Frees III stands for MacFeat
and all three- father, son and
grandson - use that ‘M’ to perpetuate
the name of a memorable forebearer.
Dawid Frees III's son, Joshua P.
MacFeat Frees, carries on the
tradition without using the given
name, David.

Many of the furnishings in David
and Mary Jane's house today are

essentially what would have been
there in 1885, Some were handed
down through the family or were
purchased from them. A beauotiful
Victorian gas lamp hangs over the
dining room table and another from
the living room ceiling. Until the gas
company objected, they used the old
gaslight fixtures still hanging in the
house. To retain the charm of its old
time appearance, they sometimes
light the entire house with kerosene
oll lamps and candles.

-,

Adary MacFeat in har florse and carriage.

they brought home from her
husband’s shoe store a big box, not a
cardboard box like they use today,
but a packing crate, which was how
shoes came in those days. They filled
it with cotton wool and then soaked
the cotton wool in olive oil so that it
did not stick. They put in a camphor
lamp, which you would think would
be dangerous. That heated the box
and made a rudimentary incubator,

Both her infants survived and
lived long, productive lives. David's

MNote far Dalmatian dog runming botwearn o witeals.

Hanging in the living room in an
ornate gilt frame is a very special
family picture of Mary Frees driving
her carriage past the front of her
home. The picture is marked: “H.W.
Dawson, Mew York, 18287 Since
Mary's father, the auctioneer,
traveled in that state, it is possible
he gave an enlarged photo to
Dawson and the artist colored it so
as to make it look like an oil
painting,

While still a boy. David Frees Jr.
was told the story about his
grandmother. Mary, giving birth to
twins while she was living in
number 201,

When she was expecting the
infants. he learned. there was a fire
next door in The Herbnor. Smoke
permeated her house and in her
hurry to leave. she fell as she came
down the steps. That induced
premature labor and the twins were
born ahead of time.

Of course there were no hospital
facilities for situations like this, so
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father. David M. bFrees. Sr., was
founder of Frees Insurance Agency
in 1933, Their office is now at 120
Cay Street in another historic
Phoenixville house. His uncle
Walter was employed by Synthane-
Taylor Corporation for over thirty

years.

Tihe Froos twins at age /0



323 GAY 5TREET

Home of Tom Carnevale
and His Wife, Lauren Eustis

At the corner of Gay Street and
Second Avenue stands a brick
duplex with houses numbered 321
and 323. Like the Main Street
residences owned by David and
Mary Jane Frees, 321 and 323 Gay
Street also display dissimilar styles
of architecture. Both have mansard
roofs. However, the roof of 321 hasa
cross gable that interrupts its
roofline. Number 323, on the other
hand. has a many-sided. or
polygonal, turret at the second and
third story levels that supplies extra
daylight through its multiple
windows. The turret is topped by a
cone-shaped covering with a finial.

323 Gay Stroet

Phoenixville houses in this
particular area are built on what
was once farmland belonging to
John Jones. John Morgan's lots were
selling well so Jones had his land
surveyved and divided. He made his
lots twice the size of Morgan's to
compensate for the fact that houses
built on them would require a longer
walk from home to the center of
oL

Henry and Sarah E. Brownback
were the first residents of 323 Gay
Street. circa 1890. This was the

same Henry Brownback who owned
the Colonial Theater on Bridge
Street that opened in 1903. The
Brownbacks lived there just a year
and then sold to Henry and Emma
Mercer who. at a later date. willed
the property to their danghter.

Best known was the third
purchaser. Martha D. Pennypacker.
who was the 31-year old daughter of
Dr. MNathan Pennypacker and a
distant cousin of Governor
Pennypacker’s. Martha moved into
323 in 1920 and lived there the rest
of her life except for the final two
vears, which she spent in a nursing
home.

Drr. MNathan Pennypacker was long
remembered in the borough as the
practitioner who visited patients on
both sides of the Schuylkill River in
a horse and buggy, always
harnessed to a white horse.

Martha Pennypacker was the
much admired teller at the National
Bank of Phoenixville which. after a
merger, became the Farmers &
Mechanics Bank still standing on
Main Street. The first woman in
town to be employed by a bank, she
took the job after graduation from
Phoenixville High School and held it
until she retired at age 77. She lived
to be 85 vears old.

Thomas and Lauren Carnevale
are the present-day owners of
Martha Pennypacker’s house. Both
are architects and are very much
involved in work leading to the
revitalization of Phoenixville. When
they decided to live in town in 1993,
they searched for a house in which
they could open professional offices
and also have a pleasant place to
raise a family. As the Carnevales
tell the story:

“We looked at a lot of houses in
Phoenixville but we wanted one that
had not already been redone and
had original features worthy of
preservation. We discovered the
right house while taking a walk
through the neighborhood. It didn't
have good ‘curb appeal.” and the
realtor told us we didn’t want to see
it, but we insisted.”

Dark and messy on the inside, it
had obviously been unoccupied for
several years and was certainly not
a showplace. But after investigation,
Lauren explains, “Tom and I came

&

Ohriside viow of Gay Siroat fiutch
MiMmics a doarway

out of our first walk-through, looked
at each other and said 'Are we
crazy? We love this housel™ So they
bought it.

Structurally the old building was
fine and most of the work done by
the Carnevales was cosmetic, They
stripped two or three layers of
wallpaper from nearly every room.

Thelarger lot size appears to have
attracted a more affluent class of

Clra of the marny flowear dosigns
that doacorate tha fousa,

buyers because the houses built on
the Jones' lots exhibit even more
Victorian exuberance than the ones
on the nelghboring Morgan estate.



A flower motif within the eaves of the Rouse

Lauren Eustis loves her turret
with its many windows and the
instances of artistic craftsmanship
she has discovered inside her new
home. Spaced between the two
windows of her dining room is a
built-in piece of furniture that at
first glance looks like an ordinary
cupbaoard to hold china.

Flower motifs on iron doorknob
and hardware

Some people call pieces of this
kind a 'hutch,” and indeed the space
below the counter top has two
drawers over two doors just as is
usual in a hutch. Above the counter,
however, are turned posts that hold
up shelves backed by a large stained
glass insert of floral design.

The view from the outside of the
house reveals the truth. There vou
can see the hutch is really a box bay
window set into the brick wall
Instead of window panes, the bay
window has the stained glass panel
and its woodwork s painted in such
away that it appears to be a door.

The Carnevales were more than
pleased to find additional flower
motifs throughout the house. The
tile surround of their fireplace has a
flower design as do the heat grates
in the walls and the doorknobs with
their hardware. The newel posts of
the stairways are carved into flower
shapes.

House building in Phoenixville
has always been tied to the fortunes
of the iron company. A number of
large mansions were erected in town
while the company prospered in the
twentieth century. When the steel
industry here and in the rest of
America  declined,  everybody
suffered. The bridge company was
the first to fail. then the iron and
steel company. Finally. the steel
tube company ceased operations
March 3, 1988

Very few new buildings were
erected during the economic
dowenturn, and some of the buildings
that represented the glories of our
past were declared unsound and
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razed because repairs had not been
made.

Phoenixville, nonetheless, is a
unique example of a 19th century
industrial town and has more than
enough left to  give it an
architectural diversity that can
never be matched by any modern
housing development.

We like to think that all occupants
of our town's historic homes were
present July 4, 1899, when John
0.K. Robarts sang “Phoenixville,
Our Phoenixville” in Reeves Park.
Householders may  also have
assembled fifty wears later when
Mrs. Mary Y. McKinney resurrected
her grandfather’s song and updated
it with different lyrics to celebrate
the Borough's 100th anniversary.
Her version was:

We fove this tawn in which we five:

Phoeniyville, dear Phoenixville

For we do fnow fer glaries welfl,

Phaoenixville, dear Phoeniyville

Well aid hier ever to maintain

And blazon forth fer civic fame.

Her kindly folk, and fair domain,

Phoenivville, dear Phoeniywilla
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HELEN HARROP

elen Harrop Is now
H understudying  Mirlam

Clegg with the intention
of taking Mirlam's place as
newsletter editor should that be
necessary. In the meantime,
Helen will gather the material
for stories and assist with
writing them.
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Each president brings to his
position differences in style and
talents. I still have much to learn
about the operation of the society.
My goal as your president is to build
upon H5PA's achievements and to
expand our visible presence in the
community. We play a vital role in
promoting an appreciation of our
past and in preserving the artifacts
and documents of earlier times. Our
history is all around us, but it can be
lost forever as the bulldozer changes
the landscape. I look forward to
working with you in the future.

ATRIBUTE FROM
ALL OF U5 TO
PETE BAMBERGER

Written by Jack Ertell

5 a soclety we continue to
A mourn the passing of our
president, Pete Bamberger.
The dedication, time commitment
and energy he gave to his duties
should be a model for all soclety
members. Pete was actively involved
in every aspect of HSPA and
suceeeded in creating greater public
awareness of how our soclety
benefits the community.

Pete will be remembered for his
presence as both a leader and friend
to the many volunteers who work in
i x the museum
and archives,
who serve on
committees,
who serve as
officers and
board
members,
and who
participate

in all the activities that help make
HESPA so suceessful. His willingness
to take on new challenges and his
vision for the sustained growth of
the society will continue to be an
inspiration. But most of all. T will
miss the booming voice. the hearty
laugh, the ever-present smile, the
frequent phone calls and emails, and
the optimistic attitude. Big Guy. we
will miss yvou and long remember you
as a friend and leader. Sometimes it
seems as though you're still here with
us, perusing old documents and photos,
wiorking the phone, and holding court
in the sccial room. God Bless.

PHANTOM TV SERIES
he society continues to
T produce our half-hour series
on Phantom TV, Channel 4
on Comecast Cable within the
Pheoenixville Area School District.
Programs are underwritten by
business concerns in the community.
The September show will feature
monuments and memorials found in
Phoenixville and future programs
will forus on the Yellow Springs
Hospital, the Civil War, early
churches and more, provided we can
get adequate funding. Programs are
broadcast for a two-week period on
Tuesdays., Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays at 7:30 PM. They are
also rebroadeast at varlous times.
The schedule is listed in The Phoenix
and on the school district's website.

TOWN TOURS AND
VILLAGE WALKS
van Conroy and Kurt
R Kunsch hosted a walking
tour of three historic
churches on the north side of

Phoenixville as  our  society's
contribution to the annual Chester
County Town Tours and Village
Walks program. Churches visited
were Holy Trinity, 5t Mary's, and
Sts. Peter and Paul. Tour walkers
were able to see the beauntiful
interiors of these churches and hear
about the churches from members of
the parishes. The event attracted
almost 200 people divided into
groups of 20, with one or two tour
guides per group.

NEWSPAPER
PHOTOS

he society has a massive
T number of photos given to us
from The Phoenix covering
primarily the 1980s and early 1990s,
Many of the photos are unidentified.
In order to decide which should be
kept, President Jack Ertell is
organizing a photo identification
work group. If you could give some
time to this project, please contact
him at the society office.

DONATION TO

ARCHIVES

he Reading Area Commu-
T nity College has donated to
our society copies of original
maps and drawings belonging to the
Schuylkill Mavigation Company.
They are on a set of nine CDs, and
will provide an excellent research tool
for those interested in this subject.
Due to the growing number of
donations made to our society and the
increasing number of people who come
in to do research, most of the activity
relating to archives was recently
relocated from the office to work
stations set up in the social hall.
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