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MARCH MEETING - MARCH 10, 2004

he quarterly meeting will
T take place Wednesday,
Mareh 10, at 7:30 P in the
soclety's upstairs meeting room at
Church and Main Streets. The
Speaker will be Ray Waltz and his
slide lecture is entitled *Emergency
Money of the Civil War." Waltz
enjoys speaking on this topic
because he is an active coin collector.
In addition. as his slides will show,
he is a skilled photographer. Waltz
believes his research sheds light on
a little known aspect of a conflict
that is currently reaching new

Some of our members may
already know Ray Waltz because he
is the owner-operator of the Waltz
Golf Farm and the Turtle Creek Golf
Course in Limerick Township.

STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL

he Strawberry Festival is
T Saturday, June 5 from 10 an

until 3 e on the lawn of our

heights of interest amongst
historians.
MEMBERSHIP In addition we have the pleasure
REPORT to welcome into our society individ-

his long list of new members
T reflects the pgood results
obtained by the membership
drive undertaken by Dick Lusch,
cormnmittee chairman.

Lusch has enrolled the following
business members: Mark L.
Beaudoin, State Farm Insurance
Company: Edward Goodavage,
Coodavage Drapery Company, Inc.;
Charles Benz, Patriot Bank; Kevin
Mahoney, Phoenixville Hospital;
Ted Flint, Polymeric Systems, Inc.:
Fred Coldberg, Pest Management
Assoclates, Inc.; Tammy Klotzbach,
Campbell, Ennis. Klotzbach Funeral
Home: Betty Thierry, National Penn
Bank; Rep. Carole Rubley,
Pennsylvania State Representative;
Mr. Wesley Sessa, 18th Century
Restorations.

ual members as follows: Helene
Canning, Wendy T. Wolper, Susan
Montgomery, Belinda Lindsay.
Dennis I Ray, Mr. And Mrs. Tom
Chapin, Lenora Francis, Marie A.
Gray. Elizabeth Howard, James
Mackey, Laurle Willlams, Mary Jo
Barbaretta. David and Kathleen P.
Wierz, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Miller.

With regret we report the death
of Henry E. Kaltenbach.

Renewing their memberships as
SPOMSO0RS are Dr. and Mrs. Gus
Spector.

Renewing as CONTRIBUTORS
are Mrs. Jean Reeves and Mr.
Joseph T. Mooney.

Renewing as FRIEMNDS are Mrs.
Vera F. Byrne. Mr. David C. Jones,
Mr. and Mrs. John 5. Earwaler. Jr..
and brs. and Mrs. Willlam Lambert.

headquarters building at Church
and Main Streets. Our customary
spring flea market will be held the
same day. Along with bargains from
the flea market our members and
their friends will be able to obtain
goodies from a bake sale table.
Please plan to come and have lunch
from the grill and enjoy our famous
strawberry treats. Children will be
entertained with games and
charmed by the antics of a clown.
For further information and to
engage crafts’ tables. call Dave
Frees at 610-833-9177.

CABLE
TELEVISION
PROGRAMS

SPA  will continue to
H promote interest in local
history wvia Phoenixville
Area Cable Television. Board
member Jack Ertell and Ryan
Conroy, a volunteer, are preparing a

Continued o1 page 8.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays 9 am until 5 em,
Fridays 9 am until 3 et and also
the first Sunday of every month
between | and 4 pu.
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org



round 1730 GCriffith Jones
A constructed an immense log
barn to shelter lvestock,
store a burgeoning yield of crops,
and thresh wheat and other grains.
Mearly fifty wears later the
farmstead in which the barn was
located  sheltered high-ranking
British military officers during the
Revolutionary War., Months later
the Americans used the property
during the long winter at Valley
Forge. Suspected damage and
neglect  incurred at that time
necessitated replacement of part of
the log structure in 1783,

In the 19th century many farmers
replaced log barns with stone
structures but the Jones log barn
stayed as it was and was simply
enlarged.

When suburban development
caught up with the area in the late
20th century, new houses were built
on land surrounding the barn and,
no longer used, the barn fell into
disrepair. In 1999 it was brought to
the attention of Tredyffrin
Township's Historical Architectural
Review Board and to the surprise of
many, the old building was
identified as one of the earliest
extant log barns in the entire mid-
Atlantic region.

A firm called 18th Century
Restorations carefully disassembled
the barn. The current owner had
passed away, but the executor of his

Abova: 4 Charfestown Townshig
barn restorad fo {ts original condition
in 267 by Earle Hart. The sido
maxt o the lame is H-covered.
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estate agreed to donate it to a non-
profit organization founded in 2001
called the Tredyffrin Historic
Preservation Trust. The Trust plans
to place the barn in the township's
80-acre Wilson Park which is just
north  of Route 202 near
Chesterbrook. There it will be
rebuilt log by log as catalogued by
the restoration experts, and it will
be used for educational purposes.

To better understand the reason
for expensive preservation efforts
such as this one we refer the reader
to research conducted by Estelle
Cremers, Chester County historian
and author. Mrs. Cremers counted
the number of barns marked on the
1873 Witmer's Atlas of West
Pikeland Township and Breou's
1883 Atlas and the total came to
sixty. Only twenty of these now
remain standing, and of those
twenty, only seven are purely barns
and have not been converted for
other uses.

The Sturdy Old

BARNS

The dwindling numbers of these
historie structures motivated a
number of lovers of antiquities to
publish books about barns so there
would be a record of their existence
and their disappearance from the
landscape would not mean they
would be lost forever.

Alfred L. Shoemaker, an experton
Pennsylvania folk life, published an
excellent treatise on the subject in
1859 and called it The Fennspfvania
Barn. He says at the beginning of
his story that he was traveling in
Scotland in 1948 and while in
Edinburgh visited an exhibition of
regional American architecture that
contained five large photos of
Pennsylvania (USA) barns. Since no
book with information on  this
subject existed at that date. he
resolved to write one when he
returned to America. Unknown to
Shoemalker, Eric Sloane, an artist
and author who lived in
Connecticut, was also gathering
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Raftars, ties and latf atop the Griffich Jones' log barn
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CGaometric barn decoration

information about barns and
drawing pictures to illustrate his
worle, Sloane published a trilogy:
American Barns & Coverad Bridges,
American  VYesterday., and Our
Vanishing Landscape, in the same
decade that Shoemaker’s book was
published.

Berenice M. Ball, who moved to
Chester County, Pennsylvania from
Missouri, became enamaored of her
new surroundings and composed
another book, Barns of Chester
Cournty Pennsydvania, in 1974,

Each of these authors had a
special message. Shoemaker's
research led him to read diaries of
early travelers in Pennsylvania.
When these diaries said that
farmers had palatial barns but lived
in humble abodes, Shoemaker
disagreed. Shoemaker also vehe-
mently denied that decorative
designs brought over from their
homeland by German immigrants
and painted on the sides of their
barns were intended to keep ewvil
spirits from harming their livestock.
Shoemaker says the Mennonite
farmers were proud of their
fine barns and decorated them
*chust for nice.”

Erie Sloane was also an admirer
of Pennsylvania barn builders and
marveled at the simple tools they
used. He shared with his readers his
wonderment that old-time farmers
*equipped with nothing more than a
straight-edge, a compass, a square,
and good sound logic” could build a
great barn, sturdy and weather-
cured and in beautiful proportions
that would endure for hundreds of
years. Berenice Ball tackled the
subject with such exuberance that in
a few chapters she turned many an

apathetic reader into an avid
connoisseur.

The three authors searched for
information in census records,
real estate ads in old newspapers,
and township maps. An early
building manual, The Practicaf
House Carpenter's Directary of
1797, was useful to them, as were
property deeds recorded at the
County Court House.

Most informative of all these
sources were the large ledgers
containing the 1798 direct property
tax. This was a federal tax levied on
all “Lands, Lots, Buildings and
Wharves owned. possessed or
occupled on the first day of October
1798." The tax was levied in only
that one year and apparently was
never collected because of strong
opposition  to it from  newly
independent Americans who were
only 15 years removed from the
tyranny of British rule.

The section on barns indicated the
name of the person living on the
farm. the actual owner. the
neighbors on all sides, the size and
construction of the barn, the acreage
and the assessed valuation. From
this extensive record we know that
Chester County in 1798 had only
four barns of 100 feet or more in
length. Bucks County had one,
Montgomery County had seven, and

Lancaster County had forty-two.
The barns ranged in size from 100
feet by 36 feet down to 18 feet by 11
feet, and the land holdings ranged
from 400 acres down to “small lots.”
We now know that some of the same
properties listed as having log barns
in 1798 were equipped with stone
barns only two decades later.

The Internet treats the subject of
farm buildings in a different
manner. The keyword to view the
information is History of Agri-
cufture, This computer site informs
us that 10,000 years ago people in
all parts of the world knew the food
valuoe of wild plants and animals
and domesticated and bred them.

Bible stories written approx-
imately two thousand years ago
have many references to agriculture.
The word barn is named in two of
the Cospels, Matthew. Chapter 13,
and Luke, Chapter 12. Matthew
relates a parable about a man whose
enemy sowed weeds in his wheat
field. The swindled landowner gave
orders that both wheat and weeds
should be allowed to grow side by
side. but at harvest time the weeds
were to be collected into bundles and
burned, but the wheat gathered into
his barn. In Luke, Chapter 12, there
is another parable, also with a
moral. It tells us a rich man who had
a fine harvest decided to build a

A Schuyiki il Township barn on Pothouse Read adapted for commercial usa
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door was cut fnte the bottom.

larger barn to store it, but this
effort was in vain because that very
night his life was exacted of him.

We believe no other region in
Pennsylvania has as many old barns
as now stand in the outskirts of
Phoenixville. They belong to
different periods of time. and only a
few are wery early ones like
Tredyffrin's log barn. A larger
number belong to a mid period. 1300
to 1879, The 1880s and 1880s
produced the largest numbers of
these picturesque structures and
those years might be called the
Colden Age of Barns.

Modern  researchers  hawve
determined what name should be
applied to the old barns we see
today.  According  to Alfred
Shoemaker. if the barn is built into a
hill on two levels and has a forebay,
its name is Fennsyfvania Harn, no
matter where it is located in the
United States.

Shoemaker goes on to say that the
Keystone State was the only region
in Colonial America where two
numerically equal cultures existed
side by side. Pennsylvania barns are
a hybrid, part English Quaker and
part German. The Quakers who
immigrated here settled mostly in
the Welsh Tract, a portion of the
provinee that extends east to west

maed o make sidngles.

from Philadelphia to the border of
Lancaster County, and north to
south from the Schuylkill River to
the border of the state of Delaware.
The overseas home of the Quakers
had a mild. marine climate where
there was no need for tight barns.
Sheds or shelters would suffice. The
Palatinate reglon of Germany was
quite the opposite. German barns
had to give respite from summer’s
heat and the chill of winter
blizzards. The simple lines of
CGerman barns suited the Quakers
very well. They liked everything
plain but good.

The English name for the hybrid
building that evolved here in
America was "bank barn,” “overshot
barn,” *double floor barn,” or *double
decker barn.” The German name for
the selfsame design was “Switzer
barn.,” or “Swiss barn.” or
*Schweitzer-Scheuer.” Regardless of
the name, they accommodated
elther horses or cattle.

The beautiful barn designed in
this manner was usually positioned
on the tract so that it faced south.
The lower side rises two stories
above ground level and has the
advantage of full sunlight. The
opposite side that is partially buried
in the hill rises only one story above
ground and has less sunlight, but is
protected from extremes of weather.,

Construction  details of one
particular stone dairy barn still
standing near Chester Springs,
Chester County, can be summarized
as follows. The southern end of the
lower story begins with a space
below the forebay. Inside the stone
wall at this end is a large area with
a dirt floor that had stalls for the
livestock. and at its far end a flight
of stairs ascending to the upper

The broadax for squaring logs.
The froe was strock with a
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floor. Since it is a bank barn. wagons
could reach the upper floor from the
outside by way of a ramp. The upper
story is a vast enclosure with the
forebay at the south end. Hay and
grains were deposited here in the
summertime for use during the
winter months. The northern end of
the upper story, level with the ramp,
has an area floored over with boards
called “the barn floor,” and at
harvest time the pgrains were
threshed there, which means the
seeds were separated from the
stalks by beating with a flail. Mows
were used for hay and straw bales,
and built-in bins held wheat, rye,
and buckwheat. Ladders extended
from the floor to the top of the hay
maows. The straw was kept handy for
cow fodder and bedding.

Around 1800 when the style was
introduced, the Pennsylvania Barn
had no windows and depended for
light and ventilation on openings or
gaps in the exterlor walls called
loop-holes.

Louvers, or ‘slat windows® which
appeared on barns of the middle
period, served the same purpose.
The wooden slats of the louvered
windows were slanted diagonally
which allowed air to enter. but kept
out rain. They provided a small
amount of natural light in the
daytime. After dark the farmer
carried a lighted lantern from his
house and hung it on a post in the
barn. Most of the glass panes
mounted in window frames that you
see today are a later development
and belong to the Golden Age of the
Pennsylvania Barn. You'll never
find a chimney on an old barn.
The body heat of the animals kept
it warmm.

The barn floor was large enough




for two hay wagons standing side by
side, and the immense door at the
north end was tall enough to permit
the passage of horses with loaded
hay wagons. 4 people-sized door at
the bottom of the big door was an
alternative entrance more easily
opened and closed. Stonemasons of
the early period used guoins at the
corners. These were extra large
stones placed on top of each other in
alternating directions. row by row.
This arrangement guaranteed
greater strength and plumb walls.
An expert says that old-time barn
builders could erect a thirty-foot
wall that even after 120 years would
be able to pass the test of the plumb
line and the surveyor's transit.

Many of the interior structural
members were hewn by a hand-held
axe from heavy logs. Hand-hewn
joists supported the floorboards, but
roof rafters and posts might be
unhewn logs. One way of estimating
the age of an undated barn is an
examination of the roof peaks to see
whether wooden parts are joined
together with mortise-and-tenon
joints. Shingles were likewise made
by hand using a tool called the froe.
The only nails in early barns were
hammered out by hand by
blacksmiths who also made the
latches and hinges. “Cut” nails
(made by marchineg) did not become
readily awvailable until a large nail
factory was  established in
Phoenixville in the early 1800s.

The wvery old barns once had
thatched roofs and a specimen of

Ut Nenis

Diagonal oak braces
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this kind of roofing can be observed
in Pheoenixville on top of Walter
Mullens' antiques shop on Mutt
Foad. The wooden parts of the barn,
louvers and doors, etc., were at a
later date painted with a red
coloring mixture which farmers
made themselves from linseed oil,
slkim milk and Venetian red powder.
This ornamentation relieved the
muonotone of the stonework.

Other decorative touches were the
shingled hood over the entrance
door on the east wall, and the
conical supports under the forebay
that Mrs. Ball considers a strictly
Chester County embellishment. The
cupala on top of a barn’'s roof was
useful for ventilation, and the
occasional decorative weathervane
warned the farmer of changes in the
weather that might interfere with
his daily operations.

Believe it or not, fine looking
Pennsylvania barns made of frame
could be built in one day by some of
the Lancaster County farmers.
However, at least a month ahead of
time was needed to prepare the
beams and other structural
elements and arrange them on the
ground in the order in which they
would be erected. Those who
volunteered for this work were
served meals at noon and after the
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worlk was finished on long tables set
out in the yard of the house. The
food was prepared by the wives and
other relatives of neighboring
farmers. A chapter in Alfred
Shoemaker's ook written by Victor
C. Diffenbach with pictures by W.
Talton Weachter is devoted to an
account of this unusual Dutch
Country tradition.

Any story  about  barns s
incomplete without a mention of
their outbuildings. There were many
kinds. but the ones that were
absolutely essential and  were
found without fail on every farm
were as follows.

First there was the spring house.
Barns were never far from this
accessory building that covered an
ever-flowing spring of water
diverted into a channel around a
raised stone platform. Spring water
keeps a stable temperature all vear
around. Before modern refrig-
eration, food was kept from spoiling
in summer and icing over in winter
by storing it in crocks, or other
containers, that were immersed in
the water. Spring houses, like the
bank barn and the bank house, were
many times built into a hill. The
room containing the spring could be
entered on the lower level, and a
room built over the spring room had



Early barns flad woodon slat
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window panes.

a door on the uphill level.

The next essential was a privy. a
small structure perched over a pit
that had been dug out of the ground
and was lined with boards or
stonework. Inside there was a floor
and a bench with one-foot diameter
holes. Cut out designs, usually in
the shape of a quarter moon or a star
supplied the only inside light.
Chamber pots kept in the bedrooms
of the house sufficed at nighttime.

The summer kitchen was a one-
room building separate from the
main house. It had a chimney. and
many times a loft. and was used for

cooking meals during the warm
weather maonths of the year.

The silo, a round. tower-like
construction next to the barn, was a
waterproof and vermin proof storage
place for winter feed for the
livestock. Old silos made of brick.
stone., or wood belonged to the
Golden Period sinee they were not
used in Pennsylvania until late in
the 1800s. They became obsolete
soon after 1900 when metal silos
could be  purchased from a
manufacturer who delivered them
ready-made and erected them at the
farm.

Summer feed for the cattle was
supplied by acre after acre of fenced-
in pasture that surrounded every
farmstead. Fence material used in
the outskirts of Phoenixville was
either the familiar post-and-rail or
the much admired stone-wall fences.
The latter were piled up in the
winter months from rocks picked out
of the tilled fields and thrown to the
edges. Since the rocks were fitted
together without mortar they are
now called “dry stone walls.”

During Chester County's entire
Golden Age of Barns the science of
agriculture  was  continually
evolving, Marvelous improvements
were brought about by the greater
availability of iron after 1840 and by
inventions such as John Deere’s
steel plow and the Cyrus McCormick
reaper. We refer you to the Internet,
keywords History of Agriculture,
for details.

Big steps forward were made by
immigrants to America when they

A lpaded fay wagon on tfe barn ramp.

An anirance into the stone

bark barm protected with a
shingled hood

progressed from hand power to
horsepower and again when well-
established farmers gave up horses
in favor of tractors and trucks.
Better soil management was
achieved when farmers discovered
the merits of adding powdered
limestone to sweeten the soil. Other
benefits resulted from the rotation
of crops. such as corn one year,
soybeans the next, winter wheat the
next. Farmers reduced soil erosion
by planting cover crops, by contour
plowing. and of late years, by no-till
farming, or raising crops without
plowing the soil. They have been
constantly improving methods of
pest control, weed control and
fertilization.

Selective breeding improved both
seed and livestock. Cows developed
by selective breeding nowadays
convert feed more efficiently into
milk, and corn and sovbeans
selectively bred have become
drought resistant.

Although Pennsylvanias dairy
farms have shrunk from 15.147 to
9,000 over the last twenty years
according to Pennsylvania's
Secretary  of  Agricolture,  the
northern  townships of Chester
County still have a considerable
number of working farms.

Kenneth and Susan Miller and
their two boys, Randy, 13 and Jesse,
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SPRINGHOUSE
A stone siructura budlt over an
avar-flowing spring

11, are a representative farming
family who live on the outskirts of
Phoenixville and keep in operation
an old-time dairy business on land
that was farmed by Ken's ancestors.
Their bank barn now has an
addition made of concrete, but the
stone structure still continues many
of its original functions. His 80 cows
are milked there morning and
evening and cattle feed is stored in
its upper level as well as in the silos.
An additional past barn as shown in
the picture provides extra stalls for
the cows.

Kenneth raises soybeans, corn,
wheat, barley and grass hay on 300
acres, not necessarily contiguous.
All the crops with the exception of
wheat are consumed solely by the
livestock.

The boys, Randy and Jesse,
belong to the Tri-State Four-H Club
and  they  enter  livestock
competitions at the Kimberton Farm

Show every summer. One of their
entries. Saturn. a Holstein cow. took
first prize last summer and went
on to the State Farm  Show
in Harrisburg to win another
first prize.

Sue Miller, along with Randy and
Jesse, participate in a Community
Sponsored  Agriculture program.
They sell shares in their vegetable
and fruit gardens to neighboring
families in the spring. and the
shareholders are then entitled
to weekly disbursements of produce
during the growing season,
which continues on until pumpkins
in October.

More and more, harvesting on
modern farms is done by hired crews
who go from farm to farm because
manpower and large harvesting
machinery are unaffordable for the
individual farmer.

Ken Miller says the innovation in
methods of farming that he likes
best is the veterinary service now
received by his herd. Instead of
being called upon only when sick
cows need treatment. vets take
precautionary measures. Ewvery
cow in Ken's herd has been
vaccinated and has regular blood
tests. Health records are easy to
keep because each cow s identified
in two ways, an ear tag and a neck
chain with a number. Ken doesn't
know the names of all 80 of his
milking cows, but he lknows that
each cow has a name because that is
how she is registered.

The cows that are being milked
eat 90 pounds of feed per day,

Modarn dairy farmers use pole barns. This one is located on the Aillar

farm naar Chastor Springs.
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Silo on the Fen Ailler farm.

wedghed out. but it is hard to know
how much extra food they get from
grazing. Ken says occasionally it is
more economical to buy cattle feed
raised in western states than to
ralse it here at home. He used to
feed his cows corn, silage and hay in
succession. but now finds it better to
feed them a mixture. Samples of the
cattle feed are tested in a laboratory.

Ken receives advice on rations
through a professional nutritionist
recommended by his county agent.
When asked if he was proud of being
a farmer Ken said, “Don't say proud.
Say I take satisfaction in a way of
living enjoyed by vwery few
nowadays.” He likes the uniqueness
of his career. Like other pessimists
he too thinks the old time bank
barns will cease to exist if they are
not kept in repair.

When shown the closing remarks
made by Eric Sloane at the end of
his book. American Barns and
Covered Bridges, Ken agreed with
the lines that say, “... ds fong as
mian farms, which is as long as the
warld eats, there will be the smelf of
fay and the sounds of farm fife and
with them a great respect for the
farmer of the past who was poor
equipment-wise but rich in faving
fived the American fife to its
fulfest...”

MWMW



series  of twenty-minute long
programs based on historical events
that occurred in Phoenixville in the
period 1713 to 1871, Marrators will
be the same persons who conducted
a six-weel local history course in
October and Movember of 2002 for
the Pheoenixville  Community
Education Foundation. Our pro-
grams will be aired twice a day. two
days a week, Sponsorship will be
solicited from area businesses and
from the Chamber of Commerce.
Each sponsor will be asked to make
a $500 donation to our soclety which
will be totally tax-deductible. The
initial twelve programs will be used
for one calendar vear. If the project
is successful. other local history
topics will be prepared for future
cable television broadcast.

DRIVE FOR NEW
MEMBERS
M embership chairman Dick

Lusch is asking residents of
Schuylkill Township not
presently  enrolled to  become
members of HSPA. In order to
stimulate interest in our society he
is mailing to each household in the
township a copy of our newsletter
that contained a story about Moore
Hall. This is probably the township's
most important landmark. The front
page of the newsletter will have an
imvitation to join us, and the back
page will have an application form
to fill out. Lusch plans at future
dates to conduct the same drive in
other neighboring townships.

Ilustration in this issue are courtesy of
18th Century Resorations, Inc.,
staff photagrapher, Zoe Perkins
and Heildi Rosato, artist

VOLUNTEERS
SEEK WORTHY
CAUSES

Job Fair will be held April 20
A at the Columbia Station, 4
Bridge Street, attended by
charitable people of the Phoenixville
area who are willing to donate their
time In order to serve worthy causes,
President Pete Bamberger and
Chairman of the Board Becky
Manley will be present and hope to
secure additional help for the HSPA
Museum and Office.

BILACK ROCK BIRD

SANCTUARY
sanctuary that will provide
A breeding and nesting habitat
for rare and endangered
migratory waterfowl has been under
construetion in the Phoenixville area
for the last fifteen years. The land
selected for this project is an 8Cacre
tract located on Black Rock Road
(Route 113) at the Schuylkill River
about a mile north of the Borough.
For many years the tract was
owned by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. After the State
Legislature passed a Bill called the
Clean Stream Act in 1945, state
employed engineers dredged long
stretches of the river in order to
remove coal silt dumped into the
water by upstream  mining
operators. Black Rock was one of the
large basins made to hold the debris.
Some time in the 1930s dredging
ceased and the tract was allowed to
slowly regenerate itself with a
young. but substantial. forest
growth.
In 1990 the State deeded Black
Rock and two other basins to

Chester County for wildlife
conservation and recreation uses.
The County decided to take
advantage of Black Rock's location
along the Atlantic Coast Flyway and
build a truly different environ-
mental park. They sought and
received $1.1 million from five
different grant sources.

By Movember 2002 new wetlands
had been created, nesting sites
established, and deep water areas
retained for fish as a source of food
for birds and animals. An inter-
pretive trail was made along the
river side to accommodate the
people who will come to enjoy the
scenery and watch the migrations of
waterfowl.

Movember 1. 2003, the Chester
County Board of Commissioners
dedicated the sanctuary and trail to
the public as the newest site in the
County Park system. Borough
Mayor Leo Scoda was one of the five
dignitaries who cut the ribbon on
opening day.

DONATIONS FOR
REBUILDING
GRIFFITH JONES

BARN

obert  Wise, president,
R Tredyffrin Historic Preser-
vation Trust. needs our help
to raise funds for the rebuilding of
an historie barn that experts say is
one of the earliest extant log barn
structures in  the mid-Atlantic
region. Work on the ground level
floor is planned for spring of 2004,
Wise may be reached at Wise
Preservation Planning, Suite 104,
37 Morth Valley Road, Pacli, PA
19301,

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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