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STRAWEBERREY

FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, JUNE &
ha Strowherry Festival will

T be held Saturday, June §
from 10 AR wntil 3 PM an

the lawn of our headquarters
building al Church and Main
Streets. This is purposely the same
date as the borough's FAME,
celabration. Please plan to have
lunch prepared on the grill by HSPA
membera and indulge o owr fomous
strawberry treats. Our cusbomary
spring [lea market will be laid out an
the talles the same day ond besides
burgaing from the flea market,
members and their friends will be
able b purehees goodies from n heake
gale table, A hlacksmith and a potter
will demopstrate their trades,

JUNE MEETING - JUNE 9, 2004

of Covenlry House, owned by the
French & Pickering Creeks Con
aarvation Trust, n 17805 kitchen
wing for Primitive Hall, and work
for Grumblethorpe in Germantown,
snd Hope Lodpe in Fort Wash-
ington, Seaza will show slides,
plways a popular feature with our
tnembers,

Tha quarterly mecting will
T take place, Wednesday, June

9, 2004 at T30 PL in the
Society's upskairs meeting room at
Church and Main Strests. The
speaker will he Wesley Sessa, owner
of 18th Century Restorations of
Coventryville, PA. He handles about
fifty historic preservation jobs per
year. Some are moedest, around
$10,000; some are major restora
tions that take menths to complete
nnd are costly. Sessa emjovs this
work because he has a greal love
and appreciation  for  peried
architecture and antiques, Sessa's
bigpest undertaking was  the
digmantling of an oak bank barn n
Lebanen County and its re-erechion
in Gladwyne. The bank barn made
the cover of the DMay 2002

Children will be entertmned with
pames, # magician and a clown, For
further information call Dave Froos

Architeetural Digest, Closer to home
in Chester County were restorations

A Sessa springhouse

at 610+ 933 4050 or 610-233-3177, -

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty weleame to  the

ﬂ following NEW MEMBERS:
Holly and Andrew Kreider,

Chria and Jill Slawweckd, Mr, and Mrs,
Williarn G. Walkup, Herbert B.
Sponnts, Mr, John J. t'rIEﬁ]"ﬂ.i.ﬂl Ms.

Willetta Silva, Me, Craig Conover.

With regret we report the deaths
ofr Mra. Anna Dancy, Mr. John H,
Haolman Jr., Mr. Joseph J. Sullivan,
Mz. Jane Byrne Considine,

Renewing as CONTRIBUTORS
of HSPA are Pook & Pook Ime. and
Eleanoe Marria.

Renewing as FRIENDS of [ISPA
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gll'lu]il D I.:g‘larl:.nlgr.;hn: Z'I-T;hi:lEbET are Mr. Lowis Becearia, Mr. Danald ‘I‘hauﬂiba aan muaemn Eu'E crpen
Efx:‘k‘;r I.U.,MI‘ "l':iII.GBII.L. T.ﬂmba:di- Crabbree, Mr, and Mra. John C. Tate Wudne.ada:rs EI J'I-."lLI.IDi'E.E E'Jd i
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FH'I:FI‘IEHEE dJ .I.ubnun Mr P.'u:'.hal.ni DONATIONS were received from

Brango, br. Mike Beriram, Ms.
Sugan Calvetti, Mr. Stephen H.
Blumm, Mancy Loane, Lleanor M.
Susskind, Mr. and Mra. Chris
Goryeled, Ma. Camilla J. Renshaw,

Ethel W. McCabe, and Cowan Olds,
Cadillag, GMC, Inc.

A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
was mude hy Dr, and Mra, William
Stavrides,
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THADDEUS $.C. LOWES,

AMAZING BALLOON®
ASCENSIONS:

Their Ties to Phoenixville’s History

iy Miriam Clige
ﬂ sriantist with the intriguing

pame of Thaddeus Sobicsld
Constantine Lowe  spent
twenty-seven yeurs of his eventful
life in Pennsylvania, and eight of
those vears he lived in Schuylkill
Townahip not far from the boundary
linge of Phoenixville. During the first
twn vears of the Civil War he rose to
a position of fame and acclaim
thronghout the mnorthern states
becauge of balloon ascensions made
over Confederate Army emplace-
monks. Lewe was an expert o the
manufacture  of gas  to (1)
reconneissance ballesns. After the
War he used this knowledge to
astablish a pre-electricity lighting
gystem in many small towns snd
cities including the Borough of
Phaenixeille.

Despite hiz military and civil
exploits, Lowe iz little known today.
This is rerrattable becauss hia life
was 36 filled with dramatic events,
the story of his exploits reads like
science fiction.

You will find in this articls some
highlighta of Lowe's remarkahle
carece, We also include a puzeling
pheto of a balleen factory that his
memoirs never mention and whose
loczkion we have not yet identified.
This evidence of 2 long-gone
industry  was  obtained  from
Mational Archives in Washington,
D.C., and we hope some reader may
have information to clear uwp the
mystary of ite wheresbouts.

Abower: Thoddens 8.0 Lowe,
young man with a great idea

Thaddeus Lowe was born on a
farm n Jefferson  Mills, New
Hampshire, in 1532, Hiz mother
named him Thaddeus Sobieski
Constanting after the hero of a
popular navel of her time. Lowe used
initiala omly to indicate hiz twao
middle names, and  recent
biographers mistokenly believe the
mitinl ‘07 stands for Carlineourt
when it is really Constantine,
Carlincourl was a pame Lowe
assumed only when he was giving
seionce lectures, When Lowe was

—e

A balloor constructed expreazly for
the new balloon corps was mude in
Philadelpftio in 1861,
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growing up in his hometown in New
Hampehire, the American skies
were entirely empty of manmade
flying objects. The Wright Erothers'
invention belonged to the following
contury, Likewise, lighter than air
balloens inflated with hydrogen gos
weare a phenomenan that was yet to
make an AppEarance.

Lata in life Lowe wrote his
memoirs entitled My Balloonz In
Paace and War which relats hiz first
seientific experiments and discloss
how he became invelved in
acropautics. At age sixtecn he built
a kite designed te carry a lighted
lantern aloft and was delighted with
this achievement. Two years loter
he was aliending o series of seepce
lectures presided over by Professer
Reginald Dinkelhoff in Boston and
decided to join Dinkelhoffs troupe
ae an assistant. e soon afterwards
embarked on a lectura tour of his
own using the name *Professor
Carlincourt.”

During one of Lowe's lectures
presentad in New York City, the
“Prafessor” eaptured the attention of
o young French giel in his audience.
She was 1%year-old Leontine
Ganchon, daughter of a fmily that
had fled Franee following the
revolution of 1848, Hia memoirs call
thiz chance meeting “the greatest
and best thing” that ever happened
to him. They married on Valentine's
Day 1865, remained together Gfty-
seven vears, and brought up three
sons and seven daughtors,

In 1856 the Lowes purchased a
ballsen capable of taking them alafk.
Thev weara living in Mew York City



at that time ond they kept the
hallpon in & renbed Deld in Haobokoer,
Wew Jersey. [t was not large enough
for the purposes Lowe had in mind
a0 they immediately atarted to make
a balloon of their own design.
Leontine stitched the envelope,
which is Lhe bag that holds the gas,
on her sewing machine. She used
many yarda of high-quality sille for
the envelepe and enermoeus amounts
of cordage fior the ropes that encircle
the envelope and hold the wicker
basket in plage. Thaddeus eoated
the envelope inside and outside with
a varnish made aceording to a
gpecinl  formula. He made the
hydrogen gas from iron filings,
sulfiurie acid and water,

Like many other amateur
balloonists of that day, the Lowes
sold tickets to the crowds who come
to see and fake poart in the
ascensions in Hoboleen,

At this stage in life, Lowe was
aware of the worldwide enthusiasm
for balloon ascensions that had
gtartad in EBurcpe fifty yoors
praviously and was now spreadiog
to this countey. He soon learned that
educated people  realized chis
mnovative ferm  of travel had
potentinl for the Rulure, whereas
ordinary  folk  dismissed the
ascensions as foolhardy stunts and
thought the whole idea was a
passing fad.

The American  statesman
Benjumin Franklin withessed a
balloon ascension in Paris in 1783
and was favorably impressed. When
another spectator nsked Franklin of
what use was this diversion, he
replied, “Of what use is & newborn
baby

Cur fiest

Praaident,

George

Thoddeus 8.C. Lows in iz fofer years.
Phote courtesy of The Historical Society
of Montgemery Counly

Washington, was progent when a
French balloopist put on a
demonstration in Philadelphia while
touring  this countey in 1733,
Washington, like Franklin, was
impressed and later gove his seal of
approval to the study of acronautics
in our colleges.

Professional balloonists of that
date such as John Wise of
Laneaster, Pennsylvania aod John
LaMountain of Troy, New York,
spent a great deal of time studying
the principles of flight. They had
made the important discovery that
winds blow in different directions at
different altitudes. To move in A
particular direction a pilot ascends
or descends to the appropriate level

and rides with the wind. Since wind
speed generally inereases at you get
higher in the atmosphere, pilots can
algo vse a change in altitude to
control herizontal speed,

Newspapers at this time were
writing in glowing terms about
every balloon flight. They were
interested chiefly in hew high the
ballopnist rose and how distant was
hizs  destination, The  real
professionals on the other hand
were much maore ambilious. They
were convinced that a pas-inflated
balloon could be used to cross the
Atlantic Oeean,

John Wise had already attempted
this feat, He built 2 balloon which he
named the Atfantic to make the
peean crassing and oscendsd from
St Lania, Missourd, on July 1, 1853,
Wise was unsuecessful and never
reached the ocean, but he did travel
B0O miles betwesn S Louis and
Henderson, MNew York, censuming
twenty hours on the flight. High
winds coused him to  become
entangled in trees and his balloon
later had to be rebuilt.

Lowe began his attempl to cross
the Atlantic an July 15 of the same
year, He had finished the
eonskruction of his balloon, which he
called the City of New York in
September and had  told  the
newspapers that he would ascend
inko the mir from the lot made vacant
by the burned out Cryatal Palace, in
the city of New York, Shortly before
the muoeh heralded ascenaion, it
became apparent the New York City
gaz mains were unable to supply
enoupgh gas to inflete such o large
balloon. He secended instead with a
amaller balloon, disappeinting
nearly 500,000 onlonkers.

61 701508
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Nutional Archives picture of the Kimberton, PA buildings that included o balluan faetory.




After Lhis finsea, John C. Creason,
preaident of the Franklin Institute
in Philadeiphia, who alse was
president of the board of directors of
Philadelphia Gas Works, invited the
Lowes Lo this city where be assured
them thoy would find plenty of gas
to i1l the big balleon. The Lowes left
Mew York City and relocated with
their children and the balloon to a
house in Philadelphia near the Gas
Works., They come by train. The
balloon was foldad fac and with its
gear ovcupied two baggape cars.
Lavwe renamead the balloen the Great
Weatern.

Before he donated the hydropen
gas, Cresson wanted to make sure
the Atlantic crossing was feasille,
He consulled with Profeesor Joseph
Henry, head of the Smithsonion
Institution in Washington 1,0, Both
men were balloon enthusiases, and
their verdict was that Lewe should
make & test run over land in a
smaller balloon before crossing the
CEAT.

Lowe was in  Philadelphin
superintending the constroction of
the smaller balleon which he called
the Enterprise when newly electoed
president Abraham Lineoln stoppoed
in the city on hizs way to his
inaugural ceremonics of March 4,
1861. Large numbers of people
gathered in the Square to watch
Lincoln  raise o  flag  over
Independence Hall, Thaddeus Lowe
must have been one of the throng,

Alen present, seeording to Sarnucl

W, Pennypacker's nutnbingraphy,
was hia grandfather, Joseph L.

Whitaker, former superintendent of |

Phoenix Iron Company, and at that
date the ironmaster of works cwned
by the Whitaker family in
Penneylvania and Maryland. Young
Samuel, who hod just twrmed 13
wyaars ald, was with him. Little did
they realize at the flag raising
ceremony that less than two months
later hoth Lowe and  young
Pennypacker would be traveling in
fear behind enemy lines.

The Civil War began April 12
when  secessionists  in South
Coroling  stormed  Fort Sumter.
Lintoln pledged to preserve the
Union, but by that date many
southern states had already seeeded
and Maryland, it was feared, might
also join the Confederacy, April 20tk
Joseph Whitaker tried to reach his
relatives in Havre de Grace. He
found roilroad bridges had besn
burned and southbound teaing eould
go mo further than Wilmington,
Delaware.

Not to be thwarted he sent his
grandson with a hired man and his
wife in a two-horse cartage on the
errand. They dreve ocross Chester
and Lancoster Counties to the
Conowingo  Bridgpe  over  the
Sugquehanna Hiver. There they
were halted at the north end of the
bridge by a party of Southerners
with drawn puns. Young Somucl
pretended he was a student al an
academy school in Chester Counky

attempling to return to his home in
Maryland. The rose worked and the
party was allowed to proceed,
Samuel  wvisited his  Whitaker
ralatives and the cardage got back
to Joseph Whitaker's home in Mont
Clare without further incident.
Thaddens Lowe's experience in
the South was  even meors
suspenseful, About the same date
Pepnypacker was in Maryland,
Lavwe was in jail in Santh Carelina.
The asronaut had taken his new,
amaller balloon ta Cincinnati, Ohio,
in ardar to test it on a land flight as
the Smithzonion's Professor Henry
bad suggested, The evening of April
159 he ascended in the Enterprize to a
height of 7000 feet and found o
current of air that earried him in an
pasterly direction at a speed of 50
miles per hour. All went well until
he approached the coastline in
Morth Carolina where the winds
foreed Bim in a southwesterly
direction to a landing in Unionville,
South Carclina, 650 miles and @
hours fram his starting point, His
welcome in the south was o cold one.
He was arrested and put in joil for a
few houra, but was released the
aame day when his connections with
Professor Henry were verified by the
president of South Caroling College.
All the while private citizens were
uttempting flights in balloons, the
oited States povernment was alse
investigating this innevative means
of travel. The phota lakeled “Balloon
Factory” mentioned before shows &

The fitemn of General BLF, Figher was previoitaly the Lowe family's home (186518711
Fram The History of Chester Courty, 1881 by Futhey & Cope,
i



line of buildings with a partially
inflated Balleen rising up from
bebiind the ene on the left, This
picture is one of five released by
National Archives after passaps by
Congress  of the Freedom of
Infarmation Act, All five declaasified
phetes are marked Eimbertan, PA,
and he coplion of thiz phete also
says “Used from IEGL to 1908 Old
Ord[nance] and Balloan Facltory]
Dapt of Del"

Dees  any  reader linow  the
whereabouts of this balloon factory?
It must have been along 8 raileaad
or a eatal in erder €0 have material
brought in and the finished product
shipped out, A possible site 8 the
present-day industrial teact at the
intersection of Reute 113 and
Pughtown/Kimberton RBoad which is
close to the ance active Pickering
Valley Railroad.

Lowes experience in  South
Carolina  eonvineed him  that
Americans were [oeing & severs
atruggle. He gave up all thought of
erozging the Aflantic in his ballpon
anil inslead Lok the Enterprise to
Waoshington, D.C. making sure that
the value of balloan ascensivns over
enemy encampments would come to
the attention of President Lincoln.

The Enterpriss was connected to a
gas main on the grounds of the
Smithsonisn Institution for
inflotion, Lowe then hired o crew of
men to wall along the strects and
guide the inflated balloon to various
nther locatione in the eity in order ta
gimulate the condilions it would he
subjected to in the field. During
theee exercizes he perfected his
means of sending telegrams with o
battery-powered key connected to
the greund by a wire running along
one of the tethers,

June 17, 1861 Lowe had the
Enterprise stationed on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue directly agross from
the White House. He got in the
witlcer basket, adjusted & valve and
aseended to a height of a thousand
feet. From this lofty perch he
transmitted o telegram to the
President:

Balloon Ernterprise!/in the Airf June
i7, 1861

To His Excellency Abraham Lincaln,
Fregident of the United States.

Abrabam Fdreoln in 1860

LDoae Sir:

From this peint of obsernation we
enmimangd ar extent of the countey
renrly fifty miles in dicmeter, The
Clity, with ite girdle of enenmpments,
presents o superd seepe, T hove the
pleasure of sending vou this first
telegrant seer dispatched from an
aerinl stelion and acknowledsing
indebledness o your encouragemeant
for the apporteniy of demonstrating
the avedlobility of the science of
acropaitics o the service of the
cotntry, I am your Excellencoy's
obadient servant, 5.0 Lowe,

The President gave Lowe a letter
of introduction to Lt Gen. Winfield
Seott but military leaders were
shoptical of & balloon eorps, A weel
later President Linenln sent a letter
directly to the general. This messaga
i5 &0 important to the history of
flight that it is now preserved in the
National Air and Space Museum. It
reada: Will Lieutenant General Scott
please see Professor Lowe once mare
about fis Golloon? feigned] A
Lincoln, June 35, 1861

Lowe did not receive a military
commizgion. He was designated
"Chiel of the Corps of Asronauts of
the Tnited States Army,” The corps
was & civilian unit attached to the
Burean of Topographieal Enginesrs.
Ag chief, Lowe had authority over
the other seronauts active in the
service, including his archrivala
John Wige and John LaMoeuntain.

Lowe received permisaion fram
Major Hartman Bache, the Bureau
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chief, fo build additional balleens
necessary o sustain the mumber of
ascenta  pequired  for aerial
abservations. He returned  fo
Phaladelphia while they were under
construction. He was sway until the
middle of August so0 he made no
ascensicns during the battles at
Harpers Ferry and Bull Run.

Lowe’a new balloans were made
especially for the Army, He called
the first one the Union. Those that
followed were named Intrepid,
Conatitution, United  States,
Washington, Eoagle and Excelsior,
Lowa trained pilots for each of them.

Many have asked why the
balloons eanld not be shot dowe. The
angwer is that Union balloonists
conducted their opecotions well
Behind the front lines, After their
balloons rose into view over the
horizon, # was impossible for the
Confederate punners to ealeulate
their exact distance. In  those
ingtances when the encmy wos
within effective shooting range their
lead Dalls possed harmlessly
through the silk fabric of the
balloon's envelope without igniting
the flammable pas inside. If they left
smeall holes and rents, they could be
eagily patched without putting the
balloon out of business, Only cold
chot was used in those days, Shot
containing mapgnesiom that burns
super hot when fired was still well in
the future of international warfars,

War  correspondents  have
reparted that the sight of American
balloons sent Confederates into
parexysms of rage. Thus the
pacensions gave the Unisn a
pavehological advantage.

Lincoln's strategy was three-fold.
He put an army in the Kentucky-
Tennessee region whose purphse
was to seize the Mississippi River
and thua divide the Sputh, Other
Union forees, ealled the Army of the
Potomae, were intended to blockade
the southarn ports on the Atlantic
and Gulf coasts and to congquer the
states in the seceded territory, Both
North and South tried to captura the
other side's capital. The North
wanted to take Hichmond and the
South to capture Washington.

At the start of the war twenty-two
million whites lived in the 23
northern states. Five and one hall
muilliog whites and three and a half




million slaves lived in the 11
sputhern states, ‘The cosualbios of
Morth and Scuth were so great this
war was koown as the blosdiest
casflict the world had ever sean.

Maj, Gen. Gearge B. MecClallan
took ¢ommand of the Army of the
Potnrnoe in April of 1862 and
prepared  for  hia  Peningular
Campaign in the region between the
James and York Rivers in eastern
Virginia. He  approved  of
TECOTIARIERAnCE hallpona amnd
planned 1o make full vse of the new
balloon corps. Thaddeus Lowe had
the rebuilt frefrepid, the Union and
six other balloons in readiness.

Lowe's bipgast triumphs were the
improvements he introduced in air
warfare. He designed portable
inflating apparatus that repleniahad
op the battlefield balloona which
otherwize would have been taken
back to Washington for re-inflation.
He autfitted a 129-foot barge with a
balloon and geneeators and had it
towed slong Virginia rivers with o
tug boat. This has been called the
forerunner of todey's  aireraft
carriers, He devised o way bo eorrect
the accurncy of Union gunfire by
obeerving results from the air,

Lowe semetimes invited Union
officera to g up with him in the
balloen, Gen. MceClellan was one of
those whoe took advancage of this
oifer. He accompanied Lowe on an
ascant made September 7 from Fort
Corcoran. From am altitude of 1800
feet the general gaimed a [ull

On the right s Lowe af age 340,

appraisal of the enemy's position
opposing the capital. Unfortunately
the Unian army suffered three
conspicuous defeats: Harpers Ferry,
Bull Bun, and Yorktown, These
failures resulted in a major military
rectganization and McClellan was
replaced by the antipathetic general,
Joseph Hooker.

The possible disbanding of the
balloon corps was first considered in
the early months of 1863, By the end
of May, ascensione had ceased, Some
say the conservative attitudes of the
commanding officers grounded the
aeronauts, but everyone now ngroes
their peried of successful operation
was a precurser of the modern
United States sir forces.

Hiz career as an aeronaut aboul
ended, Lowe and his family
relocated from Philadelphia to a
Chester County form on  the
outskirts of Pheenteville, He must
already have knewn the area
because of the cannen under
production at the Phoenix Iron
Company. Perhaps he knew of the
halloon Tactory in Kimberfon as
well,

At the date Lowe retired from the
balloon corps, the forfunes of the
Army wera at low ebb, Along with
Gen,  MeClellan's  failurezs  in
Virginin, Gen, Ulysses 5. Grant fell
baek before he reached Vieksburg,
Mississippi, in his campaige to
cantrel the Mississippn River, MNow,
the greatly amboldened Confederate
General Robert B, Lee, was pushing

B

Commemorative stemp fonering T.5.C, Lowe shows portable hydrogen gererntors tnflnting o belfoon.

northward  into  Pennaylvania
headed toward Geccveburg.

Fear gripped eertain areas of the
state, Harrishurg, the capital city,
and Phecnizville, where cannon
were mads, were especially
vulnerable. David Reeves, president
of Phoenix Iron Company, clesed the
works and offered to pay regular
wages to any emploves who would
volunteer for defense. Within
twenty-four hours, two companies ef
gne hundred men each were on their
way to Harrishurp. Samuel W,
Pennypacker walked scross the
bridge from Moent Clare o
Phoenixville and joined them.

Genern]l Georze Gordon Meade
commanded the Union forces at
Cettysburg and the battle continued
for three davs, July 1st to drd. The
TTnion victory was castly, the North
loging 158,000 and the Seuth 93,0400
zallant soldiers. The next doy, news
was received that Grant was
victorions at Vieksburp. That July
4th victory marked a turning of the
tide for the Union, Hostilities
eontinued for two more years with
General  Grant as  suprems
commander, The end came for the
South when Gen. Robert E. Loe losk
Richmmond.

Thaddeus Lowe and his big family
lived in the Phoenixville area until
1871, Lowe was very busy with his
inventiens. He {ound & new way to
freeze  waoter and  introduced
‘artificial ice’ to the region. He alsp
further developed his hydrogen gee
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Thiz declassified photo showing @ World War I plone is lnbeled

“LE.A, Avro Squadren at Kimbrion Air Field 19187

generatora 0 that illuminating gas
would be cheapsr and obtained a
patent for the new process, This
inexpensive gas permitted small
cities and towns to enjoy the benefits
of gaslight, something only large
cities could afford at a previous data.

Revenue from these inventions led
bim to sell his home in Schuvlkill
Township and move to a larger place
at 525 Main Strest in Narristown.
General BF. Fisher, who had been
on officer 10 the Signal Corps during
the battle of Gettvsburg, bacarme the
new owner aof the Valley Parl farm.

Twa years after the Lowes moved,
ane of biz new pas companies began
operations 1n Phosnixville, Tt was
called the Phoenixville Light & Fucl
Company and was located on
Progpect Strest. On the night that
gasliphts ware turned on, the whale
town eelebrated with o parade,
Phosnixville Military Band music
and orations. The ewvent was
reported  in  the [ndependent

Pheeniz, a predecessor newspaper of
today's Phosnix.

In 15386 Lowe, at age 54, romoved
with Leantine to California, and he
spent the last 27 vears of his life in
the West. They took their youngest
children with them: the older
children by that date were already
gettled in homes of their own, Out
west he embarked on o whole new
ciyreer, He was one of the founders of
the  California  Institute  of
Technology, and he built the Lowe
Ohservatory in Pasadens, CA

Leontine died in 1912, Thaddeus
in 1913, He had already received the
Franklin Instituts Grand Medal of
Honer in 1886, His pesthumous
henors included two United States
commermorative stamps, a fifty-cent
Asrpgramme izsued in 1995, and a
gtamp included in a block of four
balloaning stamps that shows the
Trtrapid,

The aircraft of today that most
resembles Lowe's aerpatat iz the

The Lowe observatory

racreational hot-air balloon. Like
merpstats of a past ers, thie hot-air
ballonn rises becouse it is lighter
than air, and its buovancy is
achieved by heating the air with a
propane gag  burner positioned
under the envelops. Dirigibles and
blimps ean he steered so they are not
in the same clasa aa those that
travel at the whim of the wind.

A Phoenixville compony, 3ky
Signs  Balloons Ltd., lfts its
customers in the air and carrvies
them over county farmlands an
sunshiny days in sommer. The
pagsengers describe the treip as the
mast gerene and enjoyable accivity
they have cver experienced. That
surely speaks well for an old time
means of travel that still exists inoa
modern age when helicopters, jet
planes and space shuttles fly acress
our skies.

CREEDITS
= Charles M, Evans, The Wor o e
Aeronanis; A Fistory of Belfooning
During the Civd War, Stackpole
Bonls, #302. This book is based on
Lowe's memoire, My Balloons in
Paace and War.
Internet site HYFERLIMNKE
"hitprferww ballopnzone.com™
wwrw balloonzone.com
Intermet site HYFERLINE
*heepyfaane findaprave eom”™
warw find apgrave.ciom
Internet aite HYPERLINK
“httpewwe, 19032003, powessay’
Lighter_than_air"
wrwrw 1B 200 roviessay
Lighter_than_sir
Internet sibe www, sl mommn
H. Bront Bamberger, Callection
of Mewapaper Articles ahout
TEC. Lowe
T also acknowledss help from
Frances Greywacz, Pikeland
Historical Society
S.W Pennypiacker, Annals of
Phosnizwille nrd ity Vietaity, Bavis
& Pennypacker, Philadelplia, 1872
Harold Underwood Furlkner &
Tylor Bapner, America: Iis History
and Paople, MeGraw-Hill Book Co.,
18540
Donald MeAvoy supplied the
declazsified pictures he obtnined
from the Maticnal Archives,
Waehington, D.C.
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EDUCATIONAL

PROGRAMS ON

PHOENIXVILLE
AREA CABLE
TELEVISION

:—j nck Ertell, board memler,

and chairman of HSPA
Educabion Committee, has
[auncked the Arst of & series of
bwelve programs on Phoenixville
Area Cable Television, Channel 4,
These 30 minute progroms are
entitled, “Fhoenixville Reovisited,”
and are based on historical events of
local impertance.

The first program will be
presented the wesk of May 24th at
T:30 PM. It is oarcabed by Jack
Ertell and features Scott Houting
who Lalks bt the Griffen Gun and
iks role in the Civil War.

The initinl programming is being
sponsored by the following local
businesses, Phoenixville Federal
Savings and Teust, the Phoonixville
Hoapital and David M. Frees
Ingurance Ine,

Addilional sponsers are being
aought and the Society plans te
aupport the programs through the
raigsd from the rala of
Kiwanie Club’s Duck Race Hckets.

During the npext three months
there are pluns bo present programs
on the Schurlkill Canal  and
Phoenixville's Majolica Pottery.

Subjects for future programs are
ag follows:  Colonial Medicine,
Phoenixville's Churches, Phoenix-
ville in the Civil War, Phoenixville's
Involvement in the Underground
Raiiroad, The Revolutionary War
Hospital at Yellow Springs, and
Phoenixville in World War II,

T 7 AT
mnnay

f

MITLYL. WHEEL
TURNE AND TOWN
CELEBRATES

ast May the town af
]_'} Anzelma near Phoenixville
held a  water wheel
celebration when the newly restored
Collins  Mill was put back in
operation. Like all the rest of the
mills  that depend on  power
generated by revolving  water
wheels, Anselma Mill had cessed to
aupply flour and cornmeal many
yeara agoe, Very few peopls living
taday eon remember an old fime mill
gtill in working order with the
rotating grindstones processing
harvests of prain brought in by
neighborbood farmers. Gradually
almost  all old mill buoildings
deteriorated and have disappenred

from the landscape.
Mow Maurice Hring's nssocintes
in the histeric proservation

movement have mode sure at least
one of northern Chester County's
grist mills will remain. They plan ta
open the Mill at Anselma to the
public every Saturday. The mill
dates to 1747, Most of the original
wooden gears are intact, with any
miezing parts corefully duplicated by
hand croftsmen. The original stane
walls have been repointed, Tt is a
unique structure. The only other
Chester County warking grist mill is
the Newlin Mill at Chadds Ford
which has also been restored to its
appearance in Colenial times, The
Mill at Anselma goes still further
and retaing improvements placed in
the building in more recent times
showing physical evidence of the
evolution of milling technology.

THE IRON TOUR
| une: 20th 2004 the French &
j Pickering Creeks Conserv-
ation Trust iz having its
gecand annual French Creek Iron
Tour that is a eycling event, This
fundraizer will start at the French
Creek Elementary Schoal on
Coventryville Road. Bike ridere
hawva a choiee of ten, twenty, forty ar
gixty mile routes. Historian Bob
Thotmas will be on hand to explain
the sipnificance of the region. IF
you plan to participate, visit
www.frenchandpickering.org.

PLEASE NOTE

ENCLOSURE

n December 2008 HSPA
C[ initiated a Preserve and
Upgrade program to help
fund renavations and preservation
of our facility,. The donations
received totoled 28,235, Included
with this neweletter is @ list of the

contributers whom we wish Lo thank
for their kind and generous
ragponse, We singerely thank vou for
your aupport,
THE SCHUYLEILL
SOJOURN
flotilla of canoes and kayaks
ﬂ that paddles down the
Schuylldll River sach spring
will reach Mont Clare Wednesday
aftertioon, June 9, and make camp.
One of their streamside proprams
will be an examination of the
progress made on Lock 60, soon to
become 2 warking leck, The nest
morning the fiotilla will leave Mont
Clare by way of & canal section that
still retaing water,

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Street
Phoenixville, PA 19450
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