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he quarterly meeting will
T take place on Wednesday,

December 8, 2004, at 7:30
PM in the soclety's upstairs meeting
room at Church and Main Streets.
The speaker will be local resldent
Anthony Gulotta, who writes "Poet's
Corner." a weekly column in The
Phoenix. Mr. Gulotta is a native of
Brooklyn, Mew York, a graduate of
Villanova University, and a retired
vice-president of sales for Acme-
Hardesty of Blue Bell. Sometimes
referred to as Phoenfxville's "poet
laureate,” Mr. Gulotta's love for
writing poetry spans five decades.
He thas conducted poetry
workishops at the sixth grade level in
Phoenixville biddle School and
Perkicmen Valley Middle School.
Ivir. Gulotta has been a guest post
at the Phoenbxvllle Senfor Activity
Center, 5t. Ann's Catholic Chureh,
and 5t. John's Evangelical Lutheran
Church. He has been chosen to read
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who lost their lives in the September
11th tragedy.

Inspiration for a poem about
Phoenixville comes from Gulotta's
visits to the Seacrist News Agency.

Judy's Counter

[ often stop at Judy's

to grab a cup of Java.

The folks there are friendly-like;

I enjaoy their palaver.

You'll learn the town's goings on;

Jill and Phil were to marry:

don't know if I heard it right,

Maybe it was Jill and Barry.

Well, the day of the wedding,

with chureh erowded to the brim,

Only Jill stood at the altar. -

5o she married best man Tim!

This is just a sample of

The golngs on in our town

all shared at .Judy's counter

amid laughs and ne'er a frown.

For a gourmet taste of 1ife

and a great place to eat,

stop by at Judy's counter

hearty welcome to the
A following new members: Mr.
Louis F. Glowacki, Sheila b
Cailn Coghill, Lynn Salmen, Barry J.
Chendorain, Ltd.. Mr. And Mrs.
Christopher Brown, Ms. Rosemarle
Zach, Mr. Ed Bates, Mr. Warren A
Brown, Ms. [da Mae Moore, Virginia
M. Murphy (FRIEND). and H.
Richard Dietrich, Jr., (FRIEND]).
With regret we report the death
of Priscilla B. Crowell.
Renewing as SPOMSORS are Dr.

his poems for the last three years at Where special people meet.
Reeves Parl inremembrance of those
MEMEERSHIP and Mrs. Donald E. Harrop.
REPORT Renewing as CONTRIBUTORS are

Dr. and Mrs. Gus Spector. Renewing
as FRIEMDS are Meal G. Thorpe,
Mr. And Mrs. Richard C. Unger,
Mrs. Edna Rapp, Mr. And Mrs
Rodger J. Rapp. Mrs. Estelle
Solomon. and Mr. David €. Jones.
Renewing as BUSINESS MEMEER
is Mr. Mark L. Beaudoln. State
Farm Insurance Companies.
DOMATIONS were made by
Marie R. Wisneski, Mrs. Jean
Yanchek, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Gould, Dr. and Mrs. Donald E.
Harrop. Ms. Patricla M. Mellos, Mr.

VWayne M. Blattner, Mrs. Dorothy 5.
Stavrides. and Mr. Ceorge Geiser.

HEADLINE WINS
PRIZE

ur dinner speaker for
O September 2003, was Bill
Kashatus  impersonating
Revolutionary War pamphleteer,
Thomas Paine. Followlng the event
Connie Bretz submitted a news
story to The Phoenix using as a
headline, ‘Director's Paine Is
Soclety's  Pleasure.” The
Pennsylvania Soclety of Newspaper
Editors recently presented Bretz
with a Keystone Press Award. She
took second place In the category
"Best Headlines."

NEW DATE FOR
CANAL OPENING
ark this date on your
M calendar, April 30, 2005, Itis
the new date for the grand
opening ceremonies for Lock GO of
the Schuylkill Navigation Company.
The locle will be fully restored by the
end of this year, but the canal
association has postponed the
official opening untll the warm
spring weather.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The offlce and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays O an.
until 2 et and also the
first Sunday of every month
between | and 4 pu.
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

www. PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org



A Treasure 1Trove of Family Letters:

W hitaker

mammoth donation of letters
A and related memorabilia was
made to our historical soclety
this past fall and will eventually be
made available to the researchers
who use our archives. The collection
covers a period from the mid-1800's
up until 1917 and it concerns Joseph
Whitalker, his wife Grace. their eight
children, and two more generations
of their family. Whitaker was the
ploneer ronmaster of Phoenix Iron
and Steel Company in Phoenixville,
With two of his brothers, his sons,
and some nephews, he made a
fortune in the iron industry at other
locations,

Our society is grateful for this
generous gift because we have found
that family letters serve a special
purpose. Printed records, newspaper
clips and merchants’ account books
are the bare bones of history, Old
letters add flesh and blood to the
bones.

The origin of the treasure trove is a
story in itself. The box of letters was
removed  from  Phoenixville  to
Lancaster mary years ago when Elida
Whitaker, a great granddaughter of
Joseph Whitaker, married George
Hiestand and the couple went to live in
that area. It recently turned up in the
attic of an old house and was returned
to Phoenixville by Charles and Miriam
Hiestand. Charles is a grandson of
Ceorge Hiestand. Miriam's maiden
name was MeAvoy and she is a
granddaughter of Norman Maceallum,
the metallurgist responsible for the
first steel made in Phoenixville,

We have taken great pains to
transcribe the handwritten letters
into print, but for clarity's sake in
some  instances have added
punctuation.

The earliest date of a missive in
the box is 1839, It is a wedding
inwitation handwritten on a special
folded piece of stationery sold by

Above: Josapf Wihitaker and
Crace Adams Whitakar

Thompson

By Mirtaa Ciege with fhe asistance of Heen Harrop

Dreka’s of Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia and decorated with an
embossed design of flowers on the
paper and the initial /" on the flap.
A lmot of white silk ribbon further
identifies the invitation as a
wedding item. The exguisitely
precise penmanship of the message
reads: “The pleasure af Mifs fold way
af writing a double 5] 5 4.
Whitakers company is particularly
requested at Joseph Whitaker's, an
Thursday Evening, 9th of May." On
this date Anna Maria Whitaker,
Joseph's eldest daughter, married
Dr. Isaac Pennypacker, both from
the Phoenixville area.

The next oldest letter In that
interesting collection was written by
Joseph Whitaker and is dated
Movember 26, 1840, Joseph
addressed his letter to his younger
daughters, Julia Elizabeth and
Gertrude Kimber Whitaker, both
enrolled at the French Creek
Seminary for Females conducted by
Emmor Kimber in Kimberton. It is
interesting to note that Joseph
Whitaker’s oldest daughter, Anna
Maria, had attended Kimber's
school at an earlier date and her
favorite teacher was FEmmor
Kimber's daughter, Gertrude.
Joseph and Crace greatly admired

Pennypacker

G ilkyson

s

the young woman and many years
later when their youngest daughter
was born, they named her Gertrude
Kimber Whitaker.

The school was in operation from
1B18 to 1847 and all the while
Emmor Kimber. who was a Qualer,
was secretly  involved In the
Abolition Movement. Surprisingly,
the southern students enrolled in
his school never suspected the black
men they saw working on the
Kimber farm were actually runaway
slaves who had escaped from their
masters in the South and were on
their way to freedom in Canada.

“Dear daughters, " Whitalker wrote
in his 1840 letter. 7 fave never faft
my feart more fffed with gratitude
ta almighty god than I have for the
fast few weeks far his great blessings
canferred upon me my family and
our Country. In fifs providence fie
fias blest ws with fealth & a
thousand ather blessings nat the
feast in my estimation he fhas
permitted the peaple ta elect Wm. H.
Harrisan for president instead of a
wicked and destructive set of people
wha seem as if they neither feared
god nor regarded man.... Now that
we fave gained a victary we shalf try
ta imprave to the extent of our
abilities so that we may be enabledto

Adont Clair budit by Josepf Whitaker in {1847
The mansion is still occupded by fis descendaris.
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defend ourselves in every fust cause
ggainst the enemies of our fappiness
in this and the next warld. Now is
yvour time while poung to be
Industrious and Improve so that you
may be a credit to yourselves, your
parents, your brothers and sisters,
Sour teachers & friends & above all
that god may be pleased with and
smife upon and bfess you. [ am yours
as ever, Joseph Whitaker.”

Joseph was 58 vears old when he
sent this admonition and he was
living in the old Starr farmhouse

practiced it in Phoenixville from the
18305 until his death in 1863 A
high point of his career was the day
when the celebrated poet Edgar
Allan Poe sought his services. Poe
paid his doctor’s bill by transcribing
with pen and ink a copy of his poem.
The Raven, to which he affixed his
signature and a notation at the
bottom that read “Inscribed to Dr.
3.A. Whitaker of Phoenixville.”

The incident probably occurred
soon after the publication of the

December 8, 1843, All three siblings
were still attending schools at
various locations.

“Dear Sisters.. [ fie writes] . ] fiave
given up all hope of learning the
cfassics held in such high estimation
by the Newarkians thinking that the
fundamental fnowledge of iron wilf
be about all the classics I will have
time ta make use of. I will saif in the
same vessel that fias carried our
father so  safe  through  the
tempestuaus Sea of Business and by
sefzing the rudder in time [andf

near the Schuylkill River. For the
past eleven years. he had been a
member of the partnership called
Reeves & Whitaker that was a
predecessor  of Phoenix  Iron
Company, and he had taken the
fledgling firm from a simple nail

factory to a complex supplier of [

railroad iron. He was now

planning to sell his share in this |

business and go on to bigger
ventures.

Also at this time he decided to |57

build a large new house befitting =

his present station in life on a
hilltop on the opposite side of the
Schuylkill River. The mansion was
completed in 1847 and he named it
Mont Clair. It remains in the |
possession of Whitaker
descendants to this very day.

In the 18405 Joseph and Grace
had three sons and three

daughters living at home and in

addition,  Joseph's  younger
brother, George Price Whitaker.
Their oldest son, Samuel A., lived
nearby at 303 Main Street. Their
daughter Anna DMaria. who
married Dr. Pennypacker, lived in a
hilltop house on the north side of
French Creelk that had been the
home of ironmaster Lewis Wernwag.
Their older children were born in
this house.

Joseph's new business venture
required him to pay occasional visits
to the Durham Furnace in Bucks
County and the Principio Furnace in
Maryland. He had purchased these
properties in partnership with his
brother George P. and his nephew,
Joseph R. Whitaker.

Our next selection from the box is
a copy of a holograph once owned by
Samuel A, Whitaker. This son was a
medical doctor who studied his
profession in Philadelphia and

i 1 [
Four Pannypackar brothars: [ Isaac R,
2 Samuwel W, 3 Jamess Lana, 4 Henry C.

sensationally popular poem in 1845,
Dr. Whitaker’s grandchildren sold
the original in 1920 but contributed
to the box of family memorabilia a
page from the Library Gazette that
reproduces the poem as it was given
to Dr. Whitaker with its notation.
Mowadays most people remember
“The Haven” for the line that follows
same of its stanzas, “..Qwath the
raven, ' Nevermare ™

Amnaother letter that dates to this
era was written by Joseph
Whitaker's son. Joseph B Whitaker.
addressed to the young man's
sisters, Miss J. Elizabeth Whitaker
and Miss Gertrude K. Whitaker. It
is headed WNewark., Delaware.
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feeping the vessal with the tide T
may at fast reach fortunes nharf.
[Signedf wur affectionate brother,
JR Whitaker."

In 1854, fifteen years after
their marriage. Dr. Isaac and
Anna Maria Pennypacker with
three sons, Samuel. Harry, and
|| Isaac, moved to Philadelphia

where the doctor taught in the
Philadelphia College of Medicine.
While there. another son, James
| L. was born. In this same year a
- prominent Philadelphia Methodist
Y minister, Charles I. Thompson,

- | who had been invited to preach in
| Phoenxville, dined at bMont Clair

and met Joseph and GCrace’s
attractive  young  daughter,
Gertrude. The Rev. Thompson
and Gertrude were married in

1855, and the young couple moved

to Harrisburg.
A sad misfortune befell the
Pennypackers in Philadelphia
when, in 1856 Dr. Pennypacker
died of typhoid fever. The widow,
Anna Maria, with her sons
returned to the Phoenixville area
to live in her old home Mont Clair.
Her oldest son, Samuel, was then
twelve years old. Joseph Whitaler,
67 wears of age. acted as a second
father to the four boys, while Anna
Marla took over management of the
household for her aging parents. She
found in the capaclous home,
besides the family members, a staff
that included a stableman, a
coachman, and three other servants.
At the outbreak of the Civil War,
only Samuel was old enough to
enlist, which he did, serving from
June 20 to July 30, 1863.

Civil VWar

Many others of Whitaker and
Pennypacker descent took part in




Sarah Robeno, Samual A,
Whitakars wifoe

the Civil War. and a few living in the
South were in the Confederate
Army. Our treasure box contains
over eighty letters written by
Benjamin Reeves Whitaker, the son
of Dr. Samuel A, Whitaker and the
grandson of the family patriarch,
Joseph Whitaker. "Ben”, as he
signed his name, was a namesake of
Joseph  Whitaker's partner in
Reeves & Whitaker. Seventeen
years old at the time of his
enlistment, he was planning to be a
doctor like his father. After the war
he earned a degree in medicine and
served in the regular army.

In 1861 the future army surgeon
was merely a recent graduate of the
Grovemont Academy in
Phoenixville. He was only one year
yvounger than his first cousin,
Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker, who
also attended Grovemont. In the
same grade as the two young men
was a young lady., WVirginia
Broomall, who at a later date
married the future governor. Ben
addressed his letters home to his
father, his mother or his younger
brother, Andy. He was optimistic in
the first letters he sent home in
1861. However the Union Army
suffered repeated defeats in battles
with the Rebels during 1861 and
1882, A letter dated Feb. 4th, 1863
shows that Ben became thoroughly
disillusioned.

A letter from Camp Davis, South
Carolina, dated December 12th,
1861, reads, My dear father, |
received miy box and Andys Jetter
sesterday evening... 1 fave resioned
my position as Post Orderly and

accepted a situation under Doc Peck
[William Alfan Peck is fisted an page
237 of The Annafs under
Surgeans']. My business is to write
down the names of the sick, their
disease, the prescription given them
and the duty required of them. It
feeps my hand at wark from 8o 12
aclack AM. In the afternoon I have
fittle ar nothing to do but read. I had
same extra wark fast night or efse I
would fhave answered pours and
Andys fetters. Doc was appointed
Acting  Brigade Surgeon  this
marning so I suppase I wilf have
mare to do... Please send me the
Weekly Phoeniy every week so that 1
wilf know wihat is going an at fome.
Write often, give my fove toall..”

& second letter from Camp Davis,
dated December 21st, 1861 reads:
My dear father, received Andy's
fetter cantaining a receipt for the box
wiich you sent me.. f fike my new
pasition very well though my fand
aften becomes Hred writing so much
but I will soon get used ta it We wil!
go inta our barracks either taday or
Manday....”

“.d wish I had not sent home my
clathes and valise for they would be

Leila, a Jfossph Whitaker grand-
daughter who fived in Marypland
very convertent now. I could put my
clathes in my wvalise and mark it
Haospital Stares’ and pass them right
through.. Jt would give me much
Pleasure ta be fome on Christmas
but the Fates and the Fartune of war
think it is decidedly better that [
should remain where { am and be

canfented with my fot..”

Ben has a different attitude in
this  letter Theaded Medical
Department, 104th Reg PA Vols,
Isle of 5t. Helena, So. Ca. February
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14, 1863: .. We wilf perfiaps be fiere
same two months at least - ane
month for Burnside to consider and
then gne manth mare to get ready,
and then do nathing but tramp here,
then there, then retreat, then rest, ad
infinftum ta the end of [another]
three pears... I belisve thar if there
was a vote taken in the Army 2/ 3rds
af the safdiers would be in favar of
giving up, going home and let the
Rebels rule - they [the Union troops]
fave nothing to encourgge theni.
Half starved and warnn out by alf
passible means, and the mastaof them
six months in arrears [in payl.
MNostalgia is the prevailing disease. I
would fave fiad it long ago had fnot
spent from & to 10 fours every day
when nat an march or ather duties
reading medicine [He names the
treatise].” Editor's note; There is
more to this letter. Come see it in
our archives. The Hiestands have
donated a leather kit containing the
surgeon’s tools he carried during the
Vedr.

The Thompsons

The next set of letters selected
from the Hiestands' box refers to the
Thompson family in Harrisburg and
the first is from Gertrude to her
sister. Elizabeth. at Mont Clair.

It is headed Harrisburg, May 6,
[no vear] and when she starts the
letter she is feeling discouraged. but
she ends it on a happy note.

T can't see fow I will ever
accomplisfi anpthing fere, except
receiving and paping wvisits. They
begin aften earfy in the marning and
cantinue until fate at pight. Then 1
am expected to attend prayer
meeting, cfass meeting and the
sewing circle...” Then: I Jearn
something and ger better acquainted
with the peaple. I have met a number
af pleasant peaple. same very
interesting ... I am waiting for you
ar Marda to came up to go through
the Capital with me and to explore
the country generafly....”

Along with this letter are ones
that the Rev. Thompson wrote to his
wife when she was visiting her old
home, Mont Clair, so she could help
nurse her sister. Sarah Whitaker,
during the latter’s bout with
malaria. The Thompsons now had
five children. Their names and
nicknames in order of birth were
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Fav. Charias 1. Thompsorn

Crace (no nickname). born 1838,
Martha. sometimes called “Matt” or
‘Mattie,” Joseph. sometimes called
“Uoe,” Anna Maria, called “dnnie”
and Sarah Gertrude, called “Cettie.”

A letter headed Harrisburg, April
27, 1869 reads: "My dear wife, Here
Sou fave letters from alf left behiind,

e are gerting an as welf as we could
without our Guardian Angel. [ am as
well as usual but am still troubled
with my side The weather is
splendid, the trees and flowers look
beaurdful. I am glad thar you have
hit upan so propitious a time for your
visit. There is nothing new fo relate,
the Comm. on Parsanage will be here
this afternoon....] send pictures aof
yvour felpfid som and  dwiful
daughters. 4 larger picture is to be
sent by mail, a present from the bay
ta  his  grandfather  [oseph
Whitager]."

I coudd not sleep fast night for
want of my mate. The little nestling
fay very close bur was nat =a
substitute. The bay accupied the crib
and Marie sfepr with Miss
Kefster:..."

Letters from the children continue
on the same sheet of notepaper,
written in childish scrawls.

From Annie: "Dear Mama, pou
must came home. Weare alf very welf
and [ fope you are the same I am
very lanely while Mattie is at schoal
We alf send much fove to alf.”

From Mattle: “Dear Mana, it is
wery fonely without you. Annie Js
going to fave fier phatograph taken
tomorrow morning { fave been
going ta schoal ever since you've been
gone. There was a gt fast njght up
Market Street. The men were
arrested about 9 ovlck when Miss

Reister was coming fome from class.
She saw a man gaing in the Mayars
affice with fiis fead all tied up and
fiis eves were very bad. "

From Joe: “Dear Mama, I thought
I would write you a short Jetter. Last
night Papa and T went aut fAshing
and I fiad two fish on my fine and as
soan as I got thent nearly in they got
aff the fine and got into the water
Your affectionate son, W
Thomipsan”

Almost two years later the Rev.
Thompson was again writing to his
wife at Mont Clair. Gertrude was
helping out at home and she had
taken the children with her.

Letter headed  Harrisburg,
December 12, 1870 My dear wifz
Enclosed find a check for Twenty
dalls fdallars] which I hope will meet
yvour demands.... I am getting an as
well as I could without your Blessed
Presenece and that of the children.
Cood fires and enough to ear but
quite fonely. Comie fiomie as soan as
comifartable with duty to your dear
afflicted sister. Poor Sallie I hope
she Is improving and that she will
make fier mind as comfortable and
easy as circumstances will admit
My fave to afl.”

As before. he writes letters on the
same note paper, this time from
himself to the children.

Dear Annie, | am oblized ta you
for your dear affactionate letters.
Fapa foves you very dearly and
wants fa sae pou very much. Sancha,
FPussey, and the chickens [their pets]
are all wall and I take the fiberty of
sending their best respects to you.
Affectionarely, your Papa.”

Littla Annde’s pliofe was faken in
1864, Sfwe disd witen only f4
vaars old

L]

“Dear Little Gettie, | want you to
be a good girl and give as fittle
trouble as possible. Papa thinks a
great deal of fis ttle active girl”

“Dear Joe, [ hape you fave gat welf
af your cold, and are smart enougfita
get down early to breakfast. Be a
good bay, and take care of yourseff]
Papa expects much from Joe, dont
disappoint fiim. "

“Dear Matt, I hope you are welf
and are trying to make yourself

Baby Elida Hiestand

useftd. Be a good girl Your caring
Papa”

“Dear Grace, I am much obliged
far pour fetters and for pour
soffcitude for your Papa. Take plenty
af exercise aut of doors and try ta
imprave your fealth.  Dont write
with such farge fetters. Try to make
yaur writing neat as well as plain. |
dave wyou all very much  Your
affectionate Papa.”

Joseph. the patriarch, and his
wife Crace died in 1870, and the
following year the Thompson family
moved into Mont Clair and made it
their permanent home. After Rev.
Thompson's death in 1883, some of
the Thompson children, now grown,
remained there along with a few
other Whitaker descendants.

Social Ewvent

On Thanksgiving Day of 1890, the
fine old mansion was made ready for
a family reunion. By this date most
of the older generation were
deceased, and those who had spent
their childhood in Mont Clair were
middle-aged or older. But large
numbers of succeeding generations
of the family were alive and active,
some living in Pennsylvania and
somne in the South. A letter of Grace
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Thompson Hunter's. dated
December. 1890, described what
went on at the big party.

She relates that the host was the
wealthy owner of Principio Furnace,
Joseph Rusling Whitaker of Dover,
Delaware. They had perfect
weather. The columns in the center
of the parlor were entwined with vy,
and a long table in the center of the
room was decorated with plants and
blooming flowers. A caterer had
come two days before with an
assistant and had baked, boiled and
brewed the viands. Five waiters
were kept busy on the big day.
Young and old played games on the
lawn in the morning, but when the
lamps were lighted all the scattered
company came inside to hear Judge
Pennypacker make a speech about
remote ancestors they had never
heard of before. After the repast,
they sang Auwld Lang 5yne and
Joseph W. Thompson [little Joe now

A group photograpll was taken Thanksgiving Day, 1890, showing 56

grown] made a speech. He said his
Uncle Joseph Rusling had taken his
grandfather’s place as head of the
family. to which the genial host
responded  briefly. James Lane
Pennypacker sang lyrics of his own
composition to the tune of The Ofd
Oaken Bucket, and so on. Happiness
abounded.

Shortly after the party George P.
Whitaker mailed a letter from his
home in Dover, Delaware, to his
niece, Grace, at Mont Clair. It
reads, “.J reafly do thing that alf
who partook of the Thanksgiving
Rinner enjaoved it, bue I do not think
all the credit of the pleasure-giving
accasion belongs to me. A very farge
part af it befongs to fittle Mattie and
fer mather jthere were two Matties
at the party: Martha Thompson and
fer niecal. Mattie iz small in size but
is quite large i ability, as the fest
given fier demonstrated.. I think the
arrangement of the fowers is due tao
Crace T. Hunter. The raising and
feading of the turkeys was due to the
care of Joseph A. Whitaker and they
fike the partridges grew in Defaware.
{ dont know whether the aysters
grew and flourished in Delaware or
Mew Jersey waters, bur in the
former, I believe. The plum pudding
was made in Dover, the piecrust nas
the result of May Davis' skill. The
whale, summed up, made the dinner
samething to enfoy that day and
cannat be reached every day, nor is it
aiten that 56 of ane Hmily sit down
ta ane table...”

Pennypacleer B rothers
A card found in the treasure box

Whitaker, Thompson and Pennypacker family membars at a reunion fald
it Mot Clair

shows the mature Pennypacker
brothers continued to be concerned
with their mother’s welfare. On the
occasion of her 7lst birthday, all
four of them joined in mailing a card
headed Philadelphia, March 18,
1886, that reads:

“Mrs. Anna MW, Pennypacker
will spend fher  Seventy-first
Birthday, Tuesday, the 23rd inst., at
the Phoenix Hotel, Palatha, Florida.
Her sons wilf be much pleased to
fave you write to fier a note of
remembrance which she may receive
upan that day. It should be mailed
Saturday afternoon the 20th inst.”
Printed signatures follow: Samuel
W. Pennypacker, H.C. Pennypacker,
Isaac R. Pennypacker, Jas. L.
Pennypacker.

Anna Maria Pennypacker, when
not vacationing in Florida, lived
with her son Samuel and his family
in Philadelphia.

G raceanna Lewis

Martha Thompson at age 37 had
many correspondents. One of those
who wrote to her at Mont Clair was
the celebrated Graceanna Lewis of
West Vincent Township. Formerly
an influential Quaker abolitionist,
she was now a proponent of many
worthy causes. Martha had sent
Miss Lewis a Daily Republican and
recelved the following reply: "My
dear friend, I wish to thank thee for
the copy of the waman 5 edition of the
Daily Republican of Phoenixville
and also to make a suggestion witich
fas  impressed my mind,  The
sugrestion fs this: the articles are so
remarkably good and the moral
influence &5 so fine and elevating
that I think it a pity not to give a
ngre permanent form to at feast the
best of them, by publishing under
your own cantral a booklet which
could be sald at a moderate price and
which yet would yield yvou a fair
prafit for the furtherance of pour
abfect in sustaining the Phoeniyvilfe
Haospital. 1T should wish a few
additiins made to the material. For
instance I should fike to see inserted
such an account of the dofngs of the
Cuilds as either Frances E. Willard
ar Lady Henry Somerset could
write...”

I should also like to see a fulf
account af the Philadelphia Small
LPark System in coanfunction with



Farks for the Pegple in general of
which Mrs. J P Lundy of
Philadelphia would be a good
fistarian, and finafly I should like to
see  incfuded a fetter fram the
Secretary af the Women's Peace
Assaciation of France ta the women
aof America urging a generaf
disarmament of the nations and the
unfon af the women of all civilized
countries into an alliance for the
abafitian af war.”

Letters A ppreclated

Here we insert a letter showing
how letters were welcomed at Mont
Clair. Martha Thompson writes to
her brother Joseph. bMont Clair, May
2. 1888 “..Cearge fias fust come in
with the mail We opened your fetter
[addressed| ta Grace as a letter from
vou is alwaps cansidered family
praperty. If you want to write to any
ane meniber personalfly, you must
mark ft Private’. We are so glad
when fetters come, and alf flock
around feaving everything ro fear
themiread..."

Pennypacker’'s Inauguration

There are no letters in the box to
ar from Judge Pennypacker, but the
following letter from Gertrude
Kimber Whitaker Thompson to her
daughter, Martha K. Thompson, in
an envelope postmarked January
23. 1903, refers to the Judge's
inauguration as Governor: My dear
Martha, [ fave just written to
Virginia  [Virginia  Broomalf
Pennypacker, wife of Gow
Pennypacker] thanking them for the
fovely fetter I received from all the
family of Pennypackers at the
Executive Mansion the evening of the
receptfor. Wasn't it kind of them to
think of writing to me then? [
directed [my letter] fo the EM
Suppose that was right?.."

‘Charlie Huneer [Crace
Thompsan's fusband] enjoved his
wisit [to the fnauguration] so wvery
much. Sa did Joe and Herman [Jae
was fier san, Herman fer san-in-
fawy. [ am sure it did them all good.
I was sarry Herman did nat remain
for the reception. It was wel! Anna
[daughter] did not go as Elizabeth [a
grandchild, 10 vears old] was sick
for a couple of days - &5 well now, at
schoal - was glad to fear pou were
nat gn  the stand during  the
Inauguration but Certrude was sure

yvour face was included inm the
photagraph by the Press. [ was
refieved when Herman said you were
nat there. Hope nobody suffered
preumonia in consequence of the
expasure. " Judge Pennypacker, in his
autoblography. describes the day as “a
cold, raw, bleak day with occasional
falls of snow.”

Pheoeke & illyson

Phoebe Cilkyson, born in 1891, is
related to Gov, Pennypacker and his
three wounger brothers in this
manner: Phoebe’s mother was the
Covernor's first cousin. Phoebe had a
brilliant career as a columnist for the
Dhaily Republican, and we have chosen
this letter becanse it shows that her
talent developed at an early age.

The letter from Grace Thompson
Hunter to her mother, Gertrude
Whitaker Thompson. written from
Hollins College is marked “Private.”
It reads: °..Jt f§lfs me with a great
fear to think that I am expected to
guide and plan far Phoebes future.
Everyone tells me she is so full of
talent. Mr. Rath jthe headmaster]
says she is one of the few [students)
passessing the Divine Spark.” He
says fe has known so many girls but
never one before possessing such
gifts..Dr. Brante, the minister fwho
spoke at graduation] said such
beaueifud  things, that God fad
trusted her with a great talent and
that she must use it to his glory... He
capied fer poem and made fer sign
ft... She defivered it beautififly and
everyone was so defigfted... Now [
dan't want you to show this around,
ir is not pride that makes me write
(e
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Fhoaba Gilkyson wearing a
batfiing suit at the family
summer fiame in Maina
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Fannypackor Aills, Schwanfsvillo

Joseph W. Thompson. the Rev.
Thompson's son, inherited Mont
Clair when his mother died in 1914,
Joseph was then a judge in the
Philadelphia courts, just as his
uncle Samuel Whitaker
Pennypacker had been. He did not
want to live in Mont Clair and sold it
to his cousin, Phosbe Gilkyson.
Mowadays  Phoebe  Gilkyson's
daughter. MNeal Gilkyson Stuart
Thorpe, occupies the beauntiful
property along with her son and his
family. That makes the fifth, sixth,
and seventh generations to live in
the same home.

Another landmark site associated
with this family is Pennypacker
Mills, Schwenksville. This historie
site  was Samuel Whitaker
Pennypacker's summer house while
he was governor and his permanent
home from 1906 to 1916,

Final L etters

During the period covered by this
collection of correspondence. we
have seen the address on many of
the envelopes change from Mont
Clair to the erroneous Mont Clare.
The tools of handwriting have
changed also. Early letters were
written with quill pen and sander
and later ones with a steel point pen
and blotting paper.

Two letters some forward-looking
person preserved by placing them in
the box are dated 1916 and 1917,
Afrer them, no further additions
were made to the treasure trove.
The final letters describe the early
days of what is now called World
War I. This is a fitting end to the
series. After the war other means of
communication were developed. MNo
one took the time to compose letters
worthy of  preservation and
penmanship became a lost art.



CREDITS
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LEADERSHIP

PROGRAM

wo of our members, Martha
T Parker and Ryan Conroy,
are now enrolled in a ten-
week Leadership Program that is
funded by the Community Health
Foundation. Each has picked a
project  that can benefit the
community.

Martha Parker is working on a
method to enhance the HSPA
website. She wants it to have more
information about our organization
including meetings, speakers, the
MUSELI, past  newsletters,
upcoming activities and ewvents,
officers. leaders and volunteers. She

and historical resources. Our
members should be the first to know
about these changes, and we hope
they will visit the updated website.

Ryan Conroy's project should
help us secure official state markers
for places of historical significance in
the Phoenixville area.

PRESENTATION

formal presentation will be
A conducted at our quarterly
meeting on December 8.
Charles and Miriam Hiestand will
turn over to our society a carton of
historic letters and other family
memorabilia collected many years
ago by Charles' ancestors. Included
in the gift are over eighty Civil War
letters plus a leather kit of surgical
instruments carried during the War.

CIVIL WAR
REENACTORS

OBSERVE
VETERANS DAY

van Conroy, an H5PA board
R member. observed Veterans
Day on Saturday, Novemnber
13, by leading a group of Civil War
reenactors to various grave sites in
the Phoenixville area. At Morris
Cemetery they conducted a brief
ceremony at the grave of Adam H.
Pickel. The whereabouts of Pickel's
final resting place had only recently
been discovered through research
done by our society's president, Jack
Ertell, in response to inguiries from
Pickel's relatives now residing in
Alabama. Ertell's affiliation with
Camp 90 of the Sons of Union
Veterans enabled him to get a GAR

Photos of the ceremony were sent to
the family.

LONG RANGE

PLANNING

long range plan identifies
A future needs of the Society
and maps out our goals and
objectives. Our soclety began this
process almost two years ago under
Pete Bamberger's leadership. The
committes working on the plan is co-
chaired by Dorothy Stavrides and
Dick Lusch. and they will complete
their work by the end of this vear.
An outside consultant will then
review it prior to final approval by
our Board.

HOLIDAY
CANDLELIGHT

TOUR

he Society will participate in
T this year's Holiday
Candlelight  Tour  on
Decermber 4. We plan to have the
sanctuary area of our building
decorated. and a brass group playing
music. The museumn will be open to
visitors. Becky Manley is in charge
of this community event. Details will
be announced in The Phoenix.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

he Society is in the process
T of conducting its annual
Capital Campalgn to raise
needed funds for a variety of special
projects and major expenses.
Members will receive letters
explaining the campaign. As we
approach the end of the calendar
year, we ask vou to remember the

also wants our website to link with bronze marker for the burial lot, and Society in your  end-of-vear
other historical societies, libraries Conroy placed it on Pickel's grave. donations.
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