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DINNER MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2003

he annwal dinner meeting
‘T will take place, Wedneaday,
September 17, at  the
Pheenixville Country Club. A eash
bar will open at & P and dinner will
be gerved at 6:30 enr, Please reapond
to your invitation promptly as late
reservations are hard to handle,

Our speaker for the evening is
William C. Kashatue, PhD, director
of Public Frograms at the Chester
County Hislerical Society. Dr.
Keshatus will impersonate the
Bevolutionary War pampliletecr,
Thomas Paine, and this will be an
interactive program with audicnee
participation,

Thammas Paine's claim ta fame at
that critical perod in our nation's
history was his publication in 1776
of an eszay, "Common Sense,” that
summarized  the  arguments
supporting American independence
fram (zreat Britain, Thomas Paine

was a lowyer and apparently a great
nrabor,

Dr. Kachatus will he in costume
and enfficiently versed in the life
history of the man he impersonates
to ficld any gquestions posed by our
members and their puests,

Willtem O Eushatus

MUSEUM ASSESSMENT
PROGRAM (MAP)
FOR 2003

he HEPA Board of Threclors
T and key volunteers met with
an expert whe had recently

aszessed our collections and how
they are manoged. The assezsment
was made by Garn Faldbauer of the
Sauder Museum & Village in
Archbold, Ohio, and it was a follow.
up to one made a year agn by
Stephanie  Proybvlek of  the
Schenectady Museum, New York
Both young women are part of a
program sponsered by the Amoriean

Asgeciation of Museums, Mrs,
Feldbavers overall comment was
that the Society has a workable
cnllections procedure. She encour-
aged the board to write job
deseriptions for the volunteers and
to estoblich an orpanizational chart,
and supgested that the board have
an architegtural survey made of the
interior space in our headguarters

building  that is aveilable for

diaplays. This could be part of our
long range plan.

Feldbeuer complimented our
society on its dedicated bonrd and its
enthusinstic voluntears,

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org

SUCCESSFUL

FUND RAISERS

articipation in the Duck
G'P Face that accompanied last
June's FAME. celebration
netted our seciety $1,400. Over 50%
of our membership responded to this
appenl. The Strawberry Fastival
despite the rainy westher made
close to $1,000.

ELECTION OF NEW
OFFICERS
Chatrmar of the Board- Tebecea H.
"Becky" Manley for a  second

2-vear term

Pregident - HE, "Pete” Bamberper
for a second Z-year term

Fregident Elect - John K. "Jack"
Ertell for a 2-vaar term

Treasurer - Hobert Deger for a sixth
2-year berm

Board Member - Richard H. Lusch
for o first 2-vear term

Board Members - Joanne . Brown
and Peter Brown for  second
A-year terma

E'IFFICE &
MUSEUM
T]lc: aIEme El.ud. musumm m’e upuu
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loves to ride
in them

By Miriam Clagz

cN owadays the aylemobile i3 8o

means of travel, it is hard to
realize that only a little owver a
century ago no one could venture
very far from  home without
harnessing a horse.

The highways we use today are
the same routes taken by horse and
carriages and the bridges aeross our
waterways are in many cases the
same  bridges, but  the fravel
experience is vastly different. After
thousands of years of dependence on
a four-legged creature to supply
motive pewer, we have switched to
something our sncestors never
dreamed woz pogsible, the sell
propelled machine,

When the changeover began in
the late 1800z, observers at first
believed the new mechanical devices
were o passing fd, but discovered
they wers wrang when the numbers
of horse drawno wehicles steadily
decreased. By the 1920z very few
horses continued to plod along
Phoenixville area strests,

We believe the milkman's horse

firmly established as a-

was the last to go, This experienced
equine was adept at his job. He
recogoized customers’ howses and
stopped of his own accord at each
one, a feat no machine could
duplicate. Then he stood patiently
while the driver lifted milk bottles
from the wagon and carried them
around to the back daor.

Even  though  they  have
disappeared from the highways,
horses still enjoy  undiminished
popularity. We now find them at
race tracks, om polo felds, and
carrying riders along counley roads.
In  the counties surrounding
Philadelphia, horses arc  an
ceseotinl part of the sport of fox
hunting and of the avocation called
coaching, which is simply a revival
of horse drawn travel,

Dir. Donald Bosato, a member of
our historical society who lives in
Chester Springs, i1z an avid fox
hunter and IMaster of Foxhounds
who rides with the Pickering Hunt.
He also maintains 2 collection
of antique coaches and a stable
af horses.

Bogato supplied the information
about fox hunting for an article
published in our HSPA newsletter of
September 1996, and two years ago
be wrote a histery of coaching for the
Chester County Day newspaper,

Following are extracts from these
two treatises:

Pickering Hunt Cleb  was
organized in 18908 by Samuel J.
Recwes IT of Phoenix Tron Company.
Keeves was the oldest son of the
fourth and last genceation of his
fumily Lo hecome president of
FPhocnixville's principal industry.
Shortly after his graduation from
Yale University, he started with the
company as purchasing agent, and
while still a [edgling  iron
manufactyurer, he drew up a plan for
a fox hunting club. His younger
brother and sister and some young
friends were elected officers. They
called the new cluh "The Pickering
Hunt” because its territory wos the
countryside  surrounding  the
Fickering Creek.

Samuel Reeves himsell assumed
the most important position,



“Muoszler of FPexhounds.” John 8,
Willizms, owner of a large tract of
land at  the intersection of
Whitehorse Hoad and Valley Park
Road (Williams Carner), was the
Huntaman, or the man who carrices
the horn. Unlike the other officials,
the Huntsman is often a pad
!:||:|_|ﬁ:.‘ui$i-:l|'|.i|.|..

When  Samuel Reeves was
promeled 1o the vice-presidency of
Phoenix Iron Company and could no
longer spend very much time fox
hunting, he persuaded a cloze
friend, William J. Clathier, to take
over hie duties with the club.
Clothier was a partner of John
Strawbridge in a  Philadelphia
department store and both lived
near Phaenixville on the Whitehorse
Road. The Clathaer Dumaly was the
guiding spirit of the Pickering Hunt
for & great many vyears. Anito
Clothier Paclard, laat of the family
to be assaciated with the elub, died
ooly recently i 2002,

Fox hunting ie a delizght to the
spectator as well as providing
healthy  exercise for the
parlicipants, The wily fox gives
every appearance of enjoying the
game, The bushy-tpiled creature
mosk often leaves its home territery
when he hears the huntaman’s harn,
and runs in 8 way to theow the
hounds off his scent, doubling and
twisting aboeut, running fence rails,
skream beds, and fallen tree trunka.
The run, whith ususlly means a
gallop for the mounted hunters,
cnds by “marking the fox to ground,”

i

FPROPER ATTIRE
Laft to right: Morris Cheston of the Pickering Hurt Club
Dr. Doneld ond Judy Rosalo dressed for o Pleasire Drive

Having had enough, he stops at ane
of the underground shelters he
knaws shout and rests in eafety
while the hounds seratch and bay at
his front doar,

Fox hunting clubs purposely
perpetuate ancient traditions which
ig part of their charisma, They alse
have atriet rules of behavior so as Lo
avoid damage te the propertics they
ride over, Pickering Hunt Club
encouraged farmers in Eheir
territory to form clubs of their own
and used to host an annusl event for
them, the Formers Breakfast and
Race Meat.

Proper attire iz likewise
important, usually black or oxford
gray riding coats with tan breechas,

or on helidays, or for special events,
top hats and coals they call “pink’
which are in reality scarlet.

COACHING

Coaching hears many
resemblances to fox hunting, In
cach of the sporta aspecial skills
are required of the participants
and their horses, and they too have
g dress code. The men wear top
hats, snd the wemen wear hats
with broad brims often trimmed
with a band,

Rosato calls coaching a umigue
branch of horsemanship and saye
Chester County, in perticular the
area cutside of Phoenixville, is an
epicenter of this activity. Possibly

A FOX HUNT

Orville Roberts, now in Huntaman Hall of Fame, and William J. Clothier MFH, 1835
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THE EXCHANGE OF HUORSES

Top of preture; Fresh horses mwaiting their towr of duty
Dottom: Tirved horses being telen ol of servfoe

tan to twelve coach and fours are
active in the general vieinity, and
their presence in the commuanity
contributes greatly to the rustic
charm of the whale region,

Commercial stogeconches tra-
varsedl the frst ropds to be laid oot
m oewly settled colonial America,
and they were similar to anes used
i zreat Britain in early timea. They
reached a pinnacle of succesa in
America around 1830

Stagecoaches carried passengers
and parcels on a regular schedule
over & fived rouce. They progecded in
atages of ten to filteeh miles per
stage which was the limil of
endurance for the horses, Inns and
taverns chese sites aleng the routes
where an exchange was made and
tired horses were replaced by fresh
anes, The inns provided food, drink
and rest for man and beaat. The
proprietors  erected signa with
simple desirms indicating the name
af the inn for the benefit of those
drivers who were unable to resd,
Tavern names fike the Bull, the Sign
af the Bear, the Fountain Inn persist
to the present day. Some rural
towns take their names from
taverns, for example, King of
Prussia in Uppar Merian Township,
Mentgomery County, and Comppss
in Laneaster Cuunty.

According  to Pennypacker's

Anrals {p. 177), by the year 1830
five or six lines of horse drawn
public trapsit were running on the
roades between Philadelphia and
Reading, The Anrals olso says that
three taverns in the Barough of
Norristown put up 2,776 stage
passengers in one manth. The stage
fares amounted to aver ten thousand
dollars.

An oil peinting made by local
artist John Fierce, which now hangs
in the Kimbetrton Tnn at Kimberton,
Pennsvlvania, presents a view of
this quaint eountry town as it looked
in times post, The arctist took great

paing to muke his work true to
historic  nformotion so the
stogeeoach he shows oo Hares Hill
Liozd iz most likely authentic. Mels
that the passengers’ trunks ore
strapped to the top of the moach, the
whip {driver) is ssated eorrectly on
the right side, and the moads are
untmprosved,

An entire way of life developed
around  this mode  of  traval.
Tarnpikes and €oll roads helped
finance improvements. Some roads
wers paved with crushaed stones and
coaching sesmed ta be gatting batter
and faster all the time, Then an
unforeaceahle event acourred:  the
ipvention of the steam locomotive
made travel by roilmoad possible.
The stagecoach no longer had a
menapaly and in time suecumbed o
the competition.

The fate of the stagacoach
reminda us of how Phoenixville got
ita  mpame.  Our early  iron
manufocturers  alse  suffered
reverses but alwey: managed to
triumph over adversity. Lewis
Wernwag, an early ironmastar,
likened thiz ability to the phoenix
bird in Egyptian mythology who
sucrumbed ta fire but then arose
from its own ashes. Wernwag
changed the name of the iron works
frotn French Creek Works to
Pheenix  Werks, and the town
adopted  this new nome  and
thenceforth wos called Phoentixville,

Coaching rose from the ashes
twice:  the first time after the
railraads put public coaches out
of business, and the gecond time
after coach driving adjuated to

JEAN SCOTT DARBY'E FOUR-IN-HAND
From the cover of the Summer 1288 Coarrioge Jowrmol
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the socizl chanpes that oooureed
agter twe warld wars.

The frst  private  cosches
resembled the older commercial
coaches in structure, but their
canservalive owners gave them an
entirely mew and more elegant
appesrance. The painted orpoe
mentalion and the letlering that
identified destinations was  dis-
carded. Instead they were given a
subduad eolor, the ooly decoration
being a small inibal or crest. Two
names were wsed for the new four-
horaed vehicles: Coach and Four and
Feur-in-Hatd, The former iz a
specific medal, the lntter can be any
trpe of carriage drawn by four
harses, Sinee o coach-in-fowr was
driven strictly for pleasure, often in
a park or eame similar place, it was
affectionataly called o “park drag,”
the more formal name being a
private ooach.

Frivate ceach owners of that day
liked to proserve all traditional
fentures of the eld public coaches.
Their drivers were still enlled whips.
The gronme took the same positions
behind the passengara and they still
wore top hats, The same basket was
abtpehed $0 the sutside of the

vihicles to hold  conch  horna,

umbrellas, ete, when oot in use.
The most renowned Ameriean
puinting depicting such a coach is
the famous Thomas Baking' oil
catitled “May Morning in the Park,”
which hongs in the Philadalphia
Mugeum of Art. The coach in the
painting is often identified as one
belonging to Pruirman Raogers,
Fairman Rogers, 2 preminent
Philadelphion,  composed  an
encyclopedic book o this suhject
entithed, A Monwn! of Conching. It
cansisls of over five hundred poges
covering overy aspect of aguine
activity from socisl etiquette to barn
management. Fublished in 1399, it
remaing the bible of coaching to this
very day, both here and in England,
Dwuring this era a number of
coaching  clubs  arose.  Their
members included the rich and
famous, such as the Vanderbilte,
Whitneyas and Rockefellars. The
meat notable of these sssaciations
was the New York Coaching Club,
which is functioning end flourishing
tadiay. Cloger to Cheater County was
a club with which Fairman Rorers
wig afliliated, the Philedelphia Four

DONALD ROSATO AND CLARKSON ADINS
WITH THE ROKERY

in Hand Club, Although no longer
active, two members aurvive,
Gouveneir Cadwalader, Jr  of
Unionville and William Hires of
Philadelphia and the Main Line,

With the outbreak of Warld War
I, the seeond golden age of coaching
began  to  decline. The older
gentlemen, who had bean fascinated
by the infricacies of driving coaches,
passed on, Their offspring looloed
forward to faster and fancier
putomobiles rather than baclkward
to the alower paced vehicles of the
past. Thia was the era of the Last
Generation, the Roaring Twenties,
flappers, the disillusionment of war
and its aflermath, All things
regarding eoaching dwindled in
importanee amd  into virtwal
obscurity.

Al first people stored their
eopches in their carriage houses but
eventually,  recognizing  their
useleseness, tried to sell them.
However there were an Innger any
buyera. Many owners burned their
coaches,

I the face of all these negatives
u fiw people perseversd. One was 2
well-known attorney, John R, K.
Scott, whe lived in a country home
in Vallay Forge but maintained an
office in Philadelphia, Among other
vehicles, he possessed a road coach
made by the fameus English firm of

]

Holland & Holland. For many years
beginnang in the 15205, the attorney
drove kis coach from Valley Forgs to
his office in Philadelphia, breaking
the: 20-mile journey ta change horses
at o stable in Cynwwd, Motorists
shared the rosads with him and the
newspapars printed storics about
his exploits giving him favernble
publicity. Mr. Scott would often take
hiz daughter, Miss Jean Scotl {lnter
Jenn Scott Darby)-with him, She
learned to drive and loter mastered
the art of driving o cosch-snd-four of
her own, (See photo p. 4)

Another horse lover who wauld
not give up was Dr. Clarkaon Addis
from  this ares, Addie was a
veterinarian; he had a horge-
ariented fumily and owned a private
pack of fox hounds which he huented
regularly; and he alse cellectod
coaches.

Drr. Donald Rosato tells the story
that in 1548 De. Clarkson Addis
found that a coach was being sold at
the Rokeby Estate in Leeshurg,
Virginia. Addis and his family drave
four horses there by truek; he
purchosed the coack for 5200, ealled
it the Eeokeby, and harnessed his
four horses to it. While one family
member drove the trock back to
Pennsylvania, the rest of them
boarded the Roleby and returned
home at a slower, but much mare



REFRESHMENTS ENJOYED
DURING A PLEASURE DRIVE

enjovable pace.

Heveral years laler Dr, Donald
Eosato met Addis” son, Dr. Clarkson
Addis Jr., in Birchrunville. The
younger man, & podiatrist, bad built
a large carringe house next to his
home in order to stora his fathers
entire colleclion of horse-drawn
vehicles ~ earls, phactons, buggies,
brakes, sleighs and coaches -
numbering around sixty.

Basats had become interested in
vonching and Dr. Addis offered him
the use of the Rokeby eoach if he
would maintain it. It waa a gem: it
had Morocean upholstery, burgundy
decorations and fne atriping.
Rosato jumped at this appercunity,
acquired  the coach with g
handshake, and used it for ten
yeare, restoring it twice, first in
19584 and again in 1892, Finally,
much to-his delight, he waa allowed
L purchase ik,

Bosato  uweed  the antique
eonveyanes for country eutings with
friends and he also took part in
Chescer County’s annual pleasure
drives  which  included the
Winterthur Point te Point, Badoor
Hunt Laces, Pennsylvania Hunt
Cop, Willowdale Stecplechase, and
the Forgel-me-not Drive for the
Chester County SPCA.

Mozt prestigious of all is the
Devon Horse Show Marathan. That
drive now begine at Old Saint
David’a Church, about two miles
fram Devon. The route itself,
winding through back reads, is
clustered with anthusizstic

spectetors and alwaya terminalbes in
the celebrated Main Ring at Devon,

The repowned Devon Horse
Show has been a  world-clasa
sporting event since 1898 and has
featured horse-drawn eventa Eov
mast of thoee years. In fact coaching
is ome of the most popular elasses at
Digvan, From the end of World War
IT unkil the 1960s, they ealled it fhe
“ Coaching Marathan” and entrics
wera limited to coaches drawn by
four horses, At length the event had
to be cancelled for several vears
because of lack of entries, but then
in 1966 it wos reinstated and called
the “Carriage Marathon," open to
every type of horse drawn vehicle.
The iy Show also features five
nights of coaching competitions,
Devon's is the majer eguestrian
activity of this kind in the United
States,

When Dwnald Kosato startad to
drive, he never imaged he would one
day compete at Devoen, but that is
what actually bappened, He first
entered the Releby in the pleasure
drive and then competed with it in
the evening classes, In 1987 the
Lokeby wee Grand Chompion of
coaching clasaes,

The lovely  lady in the
illugtrations for this article is Judy
Rosato, Don's wife. She always
wears the proper sttire for her role
ag pasdenger, The pontleman with
the coach horn g Charles Moll, and
he as required wears a top hat. In
everyday life Moll is head of the
music  department  in the
Downingtown Schooel District and
the cosch horn is cnly one of the
instruments in which he excels.

The coachmen in the old days

used the born ae a signal to other
travelers, and the czlls had a certain
samenass. The first time Moll rode
or a1 conch he played a merry tune,
oie you would hardly expect to be
withine the copabilities of such a
aimple instrument, Respanse to his
versatility was so favorable that
mugical calls by talented players are
now de mgeur,

Chester County on the [ocal level
has many residents who practice
thiz archaic hobby: Howard
Buzzard, Rebert and Mary Dunn,
Jay Batehelor { & third generation of
the Addie family}, Roberc and
Marilee Ward, and Jane Gaffer. The
riga are a delightful sight to lovers of
ald-fashioned scenery,

Mra, Jean duPont who died abouwt
ten years apo was oo influential
devotee of conching, She started a
breeding pregram for Welsh ponics
it Newtown Square and established
the famous Lisiter form breed, Port
of the numerous duPont family
remain in Chester County and
continue aguine pursuita. Jean Seatt
Darby, daughter of John B.E. Sentt,
lived in Chester County and she
never forgot the driving lessans she
received from her illustrious fathar,
A titan of equestrian activities is
George A, (Frolicd Weymouth of
Chadds Ford, who is koown for his
sponsorship of epen space and for
hie  eoaching  expertise, He:
continues to drive his team of high-
stepping Hackney horses in and
around his Big Bend estate on
nearly a daily hasis,

A group of carciage drivers
interested in preserving the art of
fDL!]"-i.ﬂ-]:l:].l"ll:l d;r'i.'.'i:l;lg ;m|;|. |:|1,~_-5;i1'uu5 uf
encouraging aothers to enjoy the

A FOUR-IN-FAND HARNESE
Cowriesy of Shelbuwrne Museum, Shelburne, Vermont
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sport formed an organization, the
Four-in-Hond Club, deveted to this
purptse, In less than aix months
they serepted into the club forty-
four  members  who  represent
thirteen  states from Texas o
Minnesota, The Brandywine Valley
Drivers Club, established twenty-
five yeare ago, alsn promotes
carriage driving. Its total number of
memhbers now exceeds three hundred.,

Litarature  about  roaching
abounds: The Carringe Association
of America Ine. publishes a
magazing, e Carrioge Journal,
and informative boeoks ineluding
Looking at Corrioges by Sallie
Walrond  have recently  heen
published.

Advertisemenls sppesring in
current periodicals tout the marits
of horse accessories made by loeal
artisans, Smuckers Harneas Snop of
Churchtown, Pennaylvania is widely
patronized and Martin's Auckioneers

Inc, of Lebanon, Pennsylvaniz, the
pioncer of corriage auetion sales in
the TISA, attracts customera fram all
neighboring states. The ads also
show that new carriages, and they
lonle almost idantical to the old, may
be orderad fromm fiems loeated in
Indiana and Oregon,

Did you knew? Queen Elizabeth's
canaart, Prince Philip, is keen about
old carriages, and ooe of them,
Creat Britain's mapnificont gilded
state coach, appears on the cover
of the Carrfege Jowrnols May
2003 13aue.

PICTURE CREDITS
» Pickering Hunt Club
* Rabert Jennings
# The Carriage Journal
* The Shelburne Museum, Inc.,
Shelburne, Yermont

CREDITS

s Christopher 5. Hvde, A Week
Down in Devor, Chilton Baok
Company, Radoor, PA, 1976

* Zally Walrond, Looking af
Carriages, Pelham Books, Lon-
don, 1980

¢ Kenneth  Edward  Wheeling,
Horze-Drawn  Velicles at the
Ehalburne Museum, The Lane
Press,Ine, Burlington, Vermont,
1974

# D, Dopald J. Rosato, Cogching in
Chester Courty: Its History and
tts Future, Chester County Day
Newspaper, October 5, 2002

# Miriam Clegg, The Pickering
Hund Cluh, HSPA MNewsletter,
September 1906
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MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to the
ﬂ following new members: Ms.
Carla Fox, Mr. And Mrs.
William Gotwals, Mr. Robert P.
Vircsik, Miss Angie Maine, Mr.
Raymond M. Deering Jr., and Mr.
Kurt Kunsch.

With regret we report the deaths
of Mrs. C. Jane Kunsch, Miss Anna
Denfeld, Mr. Edward M. Kutsch,
Mr. Eric McAvoy, and Mrs. Dorothy
Detwiler.

Mrs. W. Mifflin Large renewed
her membership as a CONTRIBUTOR.

DONATIONS were made by Mr.
Joseph T. Green, Mr. Richard
Kunsch, and Ms. Priscilla Waggner.

COLONIAL
THEATRE’S 100TH

ANNIVERSARY

he wildly popular Colonial
T Theatre on Bridge Street is
celebrating a one-hundredth
anniversary this year with many
attention getting special events such
as the Blob Fest, an A Cappella Pops
concert, and a Cavalcade of Magic.
By coincidence, but most appropri-
ately, the US Postal Service printed
Houdini commemorative stamps this
year. Houdini, as all local history
buffs know,
appeared in a
vaudeville show
in the early
days of the
Colonial
Theatre  and
demonstrated
one of his
famous
escapes.

BYRNE FAMILY
REUNION

ver one hundred descen-
@ dants of knitting mill mag-

nate Thomas. F. Byrne gath-
ered in Phoenixville last June for a
family reunion. Jean Byrne
Mahoney, HSPA member, was on
the planning committee.

The first of the family to live in
the borough was born in Ireland and
immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1853.
All those who assembled for the
reunion were kin of Thomas F.
Byrne Jr., and his wife Jean
Matthews Byrne.

The Byrne Knitting Mill still
stands on Morgan Street as does the
mansion where they lived on Main
Street. Thomas Byrne covered all
expenses for building St. Ann’s Church
at Third and Main Streets in 1905. A
special service was held in the
church the day of the reunion and a
crypt beneath the church where
family members are buried was
opened on that day for visitation.

The family plans to return to
Phoenixville in 2005 when St. Ann ’s

Church celebrates its 100th
anniversary.
BIRTHDAY PARTY

HSPA picnic celebrating her
ﬂ 90th birthday was held at
Miriam Clegg’s home on
August 19.

A BOOK YOU
SHOULD OWN
Coveniry-The Skool Kill District
by Estelle Cremers and Pamela Shenk
C oventry was the original

name of a large Pennsyl-
vania district that was laid

out by William Penn to the south of
the Schuylkill River and is today
divided into North, South and East
Coventry Townships. Like all fertile
lands bordering the river, Coventry
was settled at an early date and its
carefully preserved early records
make fascinating reading. Estelle
Cremers and co-author Pamela
Shenk were engaged for several
years in performing the necessary
research.

We believe Phoenixville residents
will enjoy this book about Coventry
because Estelle Cremers has been so
much a part of our town for so many
years. Pam Shenk also belongs to
Phoenixville. Both of her parents,
George Trunk and Margaret "Peg"
Eagle Trunk lived here and each one
served a term as president of our
historical society. George is now
deceased.

The Trunks’ tie to Coventry came
from their ownership of an
establishment in South Coventry
that has been written up with
photographs in the Appendix of the
book. Called "Trunk’s Bar-B-Q," the
restaurant was situated at the
intersection of Routes 100 and 23. In
the years between 1949 and 1959 it
was an extremely popular meeting
place for young people who came
from many miles around to dance to
juke box music and feast on a
specialty of the house, a sandwich
made of pork, ham or beef with a
secret sauce.

The book may be purchased at
HSPA. Buy it and read all about
what that venturesome pair was
doing in the years when their hearts
were young and gay.

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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