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QUARTERLY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12

he quarterly meeting will
T take place Wedneaday,
March 12, at 7:30 PM in the
upstairs social room of the Society's
headquarters at Main and Church
Streets. A short business program
will preceda the lecture.

L. Alan Gehert, the ornithologiat
at Mill Growve Museum and Audubon
Wildlife Sanctuarr will be our
speaker. Gehert was originally
scheduled for our last December's
meeting, but that event was
cancalled due to inclement weather.
Thiz well known expert will use
colorful slides to illustrate his
presentation.

The bird's head reproduced here
is from a 434-page book Birds of
Pennsylvania, written by Dr. B.H.
(Birdie) Warren of Weast Chestar.

Nineteen thousand copies of this
book were printed in 1890 by the
State Printer at Harrishurg, and
were given half moroceo binding, all
of which points to a widespread
mnterest in bird lore in the long ago
past the same as at present.

The letter "F™ indicates the bird’s
ouricular, or ear cover.

FLEA MARKET
MARCH 15, 2003

he annual spring flea
T market and bake sale will be
held on Saturday, March 16,

9 oaM to 3 PM. A light Tunch will be
served. Dave Frees would like you to
bring saleable items to the Society
an the previons Wednesday, Thura-
day and Friday eveninga, 7:30 BM to
%00 M, or drop them off on dars
when the office and museum are
open. For pick up service, call Dave
at G10-933-9177. Baked goods may
wait until the morning of the flea
market.

STREAWEBERRY
FESTIVAL
JUNE 7, 2003

ur hig event of the year, the
@ Strawberry Festival, will be
held Saturday, June 7, 10 AM
to 3 M on the lawn adjoining our
headquarters building. Fach wyear
the date is chosen especially to
coincide with the FLADME. cele-
bration sponsored by the Borough on
their parking lot next to the
Spectators/Mainatay Inn. Plan to
have lunch on the grill at HEPA, It
will be prepared by officers and
directors of the Society. Every sort of
gtrawberry dish will be available

including our renowned strawherry
shortealte with ice cream. As usual,
there will be a clown and games for
the children, craft tables, and a
Lippincott Gallery art show and
sala.

NEW HOURS
OF OPERATION
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
he Board of Directors has
T extended the Wednesday
hours from 9 AM (o 9 PM
and has instituted Saturday hours
from 10 AM to 1 PM. Friday hours
remain 9 AM to 5 PM and the
Society will still be opened on the
first Sunday of the month from 1
to 4 pu. Additional volunteers are
needed. Several members have
already offered their services, and
after a short training course, they
were given a mannal to aid them in
assisting the public with research.
When new volunteers are assigned,
they will be paired with experienced
Society members until they become
accustomed to the work.,

We are hoping that members will
congider wolunteering for at least
one thres-hour shift per month,
either from 3 to 6 I, 6 to 9 I, or on
a Saturday from 10 aM to 1 P,

In those intervals when no
visitor iz in the museum and
archives, the volunteers can help the
gtaff in rearranging subject and
picture files. There will also he
adequate time for personal reasarch
and microfilm viewing.

If you are able to help, pleasa call
the Society at 610-936-T646 and
leave your name and telephone
numbear.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org



large mansion at the
ﬂ confluence of Pickering
Creek and the Schuyllkill
River has always borne the name of
Moore Hall. It was erected by
William Moore sormetime between
1735 and 1740. Moore at that date
represented Chester County in the
Philadelphia Assembly, which was
the governing body of the provines of
Pennsylvania during the yeara that
our Commonwealth was under the
rule of Great Britain.

Moore was born in Philadelphia
in 1699; he was educated in
England. His father was John
Moore, Collector of the Port of
Philadelphia. John Moore had given
4 240-acre tract to his son Willlam
at the time of William's marriage to
Williamina Wemyss in 1729.

The new landowner operated a
prist mill on his property and in the
next few years added a barn and a
number of other outbuildings. In
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1741 he was appointed a Justice of
the Peace for Chester County and
judge of the county court.

The road in front of Moore's
house was used by Samuel MNutt to
ship out products from his iron
works on the upper reaches of
French Creek, and was called Nutt's
Road. The Moores were sometimes
asked to supply lodging for
wagoners and others who traveled
the road in and out of the city. When
this became burdensome, he built a
tavern at a far corner of his property
and named it The Sign of the Bull.

William Moore served as
vestrrman at the 5t. Davids
Episcopal Church at Radnor and
was a friend, although often a
political opponent, of another
member of that church, Isaac
Warne, whose home, Waynes-
borough, was built in an archi-
tectural style similar to Moore Hall.
Warne's son Anthony was born
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By Miriam Clegg

there in 17458. In his rounger days
he was a surveror, but later he
became a Revolutionary War general
who had so imperious a dispesition
that in 1777 he waa pgiven the title
“Wlad” Anthony Wayne.

William Moore had a somewhat
similar disposition when he was
Anthony Wayne's age. Moore was
hanghty and dictatorial and
exercised his authority with more
harshness and severity than was
necessary. His administration of
justice was the cause of constant
complaints. At one point in his
carcer he served a jail sentence In
Philadelphia rather than recant a
statement he had made in Benjamin
Franklin's newspaper, The Gazette.

Al the IMoore children grew up in
the mansion on the Schuyllkill, but
twio daughters upon marriage moved
to  Philadelphia. One married
Phineas Bond, a prominent doctor,
and her wounger sister, Rebecca,



married Dr. William Smith, Provost
of the University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Smith appealed his father-in-
law’s case to an English court and
returned to Pennaylvania with a
message to the Assembly that His
Majesty was highly displeased with
their unwarranted behavior in
assumning power that did not belong
to them. Moore held the office of
Chester County Justice until 1776.
At the outbreak of hostilities
between the American colonies and
Great Britain, the 77 year-old man
was known for his loyalty to the
Crown and was called a Tory.

July 4, 1776 was the date of
America’s  formal break with
England, but preparatory steps in
Chester County had been taken at
an earlier date.

In October of 1774 a Colonial
Congress arranged for a committes
in each of Pennsylvania's counties to
protect  continental  interests.
Patrick Anderson, a plonesr miller
residing along the Pickering Creel,
was a member, and Anthony Wayne,
previoualy mentionad, was
chairman. They wisited all persons
snspectad of being disaffected to the
American cause. Moore was not at
home when ther called upon him
and was allowed to reply to the
charges in a letter that is now
preserved in American Archives.
This letter is filled with latent
sarcasm but was  nevertheless
accepted as a proper recantation.

Moore Hall was onece again
wisited at a later date by army men
whose mission was to deprive all
known Tories of arms that were
badly needed for the militia. They
found the owner, William Moore
suffering from gout and confined to
his easy chair. When they
confiscated his sword, he asked
them if he could held it one last
time. After it was handed to him,
with his foot on the floor, he snapped
the blade from the handle and threw
it at them, saying “Take that if you
wigh to fight.”

During Cheater County'a
involvement in the war, his house
was headquarters for American
army officers, and his barn, and
other outhuildings were used as
storage depots for military supplies.
Moore Hall in this way contributad
to the ultimate success of the
Bevolution. That period of months,

although highly distressful at the
time, in hindsight, was the moast
glorious interval in the long
existence of the historic mansion.

A Continental Congresa con-
vened in Philadelphia, June 14,
1776 and George Washington took
command of the army one week
later. Working in close accord with
Congress was Pennsrlvania’s newly
organized Committae of Safety. One
of the first concerns was a supply of
gunpowder. The few powder mills
that operated here during the
French and Indian Wars had fallen
into disrepair and the exportation of
this vital material to the Colonies
waz now forbidden. Two Army men,
Colonel Clement Biddle and Captain
Jozeph Cowperthwaite, were dis-
patched to find a suitable site to
build a new powder mill that would
insure a domestic supply. The loca-
tion selocted was four miles above
Moore Hall and on the French Creek.

Pennsylvania's colomial forges
and furnaces began casting cannon
and cannon halls at the beginning of
1776. A map made by a British
cartographer, probably in 1776 and
now called the Spy Map, shows the
location of these iron producers,
gither by the name of the works or
the name of the owner. This
interesting document was dis-
covered in 1926 in a London house
once occupied by General Sir Henry
Clinton. Marked on the map along
the French Creek are Reading
Furnace, Warwick Furnace and
Bird's Works (Hopewell). Other
designations important to this
period of history are Moore Hall, The
Bull, and Powder Works. The map
maker showed the location of every
ford that crossed the Schuylkill
River and the three he must have
considered especially easy to cross
he entitled Good Ford.

Iron was also required for the
obstructions placed in the Delaware
River to prevent enemy ships from
using this waterway. Obstaclea of
thiz kind were a French invention
called chevaux-de-frise. The ones
used in the Delaware were forged in
Gloucester, New Jersey., A passage-
way known only to certain pilots was
left open so Americans could atill
navigate the river. With the
approach of the British near at
hand, the Committee of Safety
ordered two extra chevanz-defrise
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in the wvicinity of Fort Mifflin and
Fort Marcer.

Four months before July 4th, a
captain’s commission was offered to
a local resident, Patrick Anderson.
That patriot, past fifty and white
haired, persuaded likeminded
neighhors to enlist and form a
company that with seven other
companies made a battalion. They
marched to New York and aided
General Washington at the Battle of
Long Island.

People whoa lived in the vicinity of
Moore Hall must have been
dismayved when they learned that
Captain Anderson’s battalion had
been defeated at Long Island and
that large portions of New York and
New Jersey were now occupied by
the British. They were relieved at
the news that General Washington
crogaed the Delaware on Christmas
Day and overcame the Hessians at
Trenton, and that on January 3,
1777 he was again successful at
Princeton.

It now seemed certain, however,
that the enemy would attempt to
take Philadelphia, the capital city of
the colonies, and would arrive by sea
and sail up the Delaware River. In
July a British spy waa arrested who
had come from New York to
Philadelphia and tried to azecure
pilota able to guide ships through
the chevaux-de-frizs,

Sure enough July 23, 1777,
ohasrvers saw the enemy fleet leave
Mew York Harbor. The flotilla had

Statue of Anthony Wayne in Velley

Forge National Histarical Park.

Courtesy of the Council of American

FRevelutionary Sites.



Artist's conception of Judge Maoore. Dirawing by Jack Shenkle.

an unexzpectedly long voyape. Heat
below decka was stifling and water
waz rationed. Horzes carmried in
special aloops suffered severaly from
the shortage of water. When their
conditionn deteriorated they were
thrown into the sea.

The fleet was not sighted again
until early August when the shipa
approached the Delaware Bay, then
changed comrse and continued a south-
arly vorage that brought them to the
Chesapeake Bay. Aftor they entered
the shallow waters, they salled by
day and dropped anchor at night.

Angnat 25th, seventeen thousand
soldiera disembarked at the head of
the Elk River, Elkton, IMarvland.
The force represented a large
portion of the total army of invasion
sent to America in 1776. It was
composed of native Britons, and of
mercenariea hired from the standing
armies of various  German
principalities. Only about half of the
Germans came from Hease-Cassel,
but over here all received the name
Hessigns, Bir William Howe was
commander-in-chief and the two
parts of hiz army were commanded

respectively by Lord Charles
Cornwalliz and Baron Willhelm von
Enyphausen. Another five thousand
enemy soldiers under General John
Burgoyne were at this same time
engaged in hostilities in northem
Mew York, opposed by the American
regiments of General Horatio Gatas.

The British soldiers entering our
county were smartly uniformed in
scarlet coata with brass buttona, and
the Hessians were only a little less
glegant. To wash his white breeches,
powder his hair, and clean bright
work and belt might take one of
these men three hours a day, but as
an historian has pointed out, this
was part of the discipline that made
him 20 reliable in battle,

The invaders replaced their lost
horses by conacripting livestock
from area farms. In Revolutionary
war times, horses were absolutely
essential. The officers rode
horsehack, and always at the end of
the files of marchers was a train of
horse-drawn  wagons  carrying
supplies.

General Howe took a roundabout
way to the capital city. He marched
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his armies through Chestar County
to a place where they might cross
the Schuylkill River with =zome
degree of safety. The passage of the
enemy through Chester County was
hotly contested by General George
Washington's army, estimated to
number about eleven thousand. The
two forces met in one small, and one
full-acale engagement, which was
the Battle of Brandywine, The site of
the major conflit was the
Brandrwine Creck fords, twenty-
five miles north of Elkton. It
occurred Septemnber 11. Howe was
the victor, and the defeatad Ameri-
cans retreated to Philadelphia. Five
days later, General Washington
apgain interposed his army in the
path of the British, this time near
the Philadelphia-Lancaster Road in
Whiteland Township. A downpour of
rain wetted the soldiers’ ammuni-
tion, rendering it uaeless, and both
armies were forced to withdraw.

Following this latter incident
General Washington  detached
General Anthony Wayne with
fiftean hundred men from the main
army. Wayne was instructed to
remain at the rear of the enemy
forces and, if possible, cripple them
by cutting off the train of wagons
that transported their supplies.

Howe knew from the map he
carried that no bridges awaited him
atthe Schuylkill River. Downstream
was a floating pontoon-style bridge
and some rope ferries that consisted
of hoats guided by ropea stretched
from shore to shore. Upstream was
only a number of shallow places
where crossings could be effected by
wading, or by driving through the
watars with horase and wagon.

September 10, Pater de Hawven
wrote from the powder mill to the
Committee of Safety that he had
heard Howe's army was within four
nules of Downingtown, and he aslked
for a guard for his mill. The
Committes izsued an order that the
manufacturing machinery should he
removed to Hummelstown and the
supplies of powdar should be moved
mn a long train of wagons with a
military escort to the town of
Reading. Just in time! 4 week later
the enemy reached Nutt's Road and
a party of them went up French
Creek and burned the powder mill to
the ground.



The two wings of Howe's army
took alightly different routes
through Cheater County and united
September 18th at an encampment
called Camp Tredyffrin between the
towns of  Howellville and
Centerville. They remained there for
three daya. The location was three
miles south of Valley Forge. Their
next move would take them to
Nutt's Hoad and the site of the
Monument, where they remained
from the 21st to the 23nd.

The town of Phoenivville did not
exist in 1777, Land surrounding the
mouths of the French and Pickering
Crecks was made up of farms and
small grist mills that used the
creaks for water power. About sixty-
sixz families made their homes hera,
with a total population of 450, Nutt'a
Road was the main ecast-west
highway and north-south roads
crossed it to accommodate travelars
going to the river fords, One that
crossed by the Fountain Inn, then
the home of the Fussell family, ia
now called Bridge Street and it
passed over the river at Gordon'as
Ford.

September 18th an attempt wasa
made to save materials stored at
Valley Forge. Colonel Alexander
Hamilton and Captain Harry Lee
rode down to the forge from the
American camp that was then
located at the French Creek
furnaces. With the aid of local
militia, they started to ferry the
poods across the Fatlands Ford.

Howe éried the Deloware Bay,
recongidered, and sciled up the
Chesapeake.

Alas, they were too late! A
detachment of three companies of
light nfantry from the enemy camp
at Howellville had discovered the
cache and went out the same night
to possess it. In the face of
overwhelming nurmbers, the
Americans were forced to flea, but
not before one of them ahot the horse
fromm under the British officer
leading one of the companies.

Upon his return to the American
camp, Colonel Hamilton sent a
message to the president of the
Continental Congress n
Philadelphia, advising Congress to
leave Philadelphia. Congress fled to
the safety of York, Pennsylvania.
The Pennsrlvania Assembly and
Committes of Safety alao left the city
and thenceforth operated out of
Lancaster.

Howe's main forces still made no
move to leave Camp Tredyffrin and
they had a special reason for
remaining. Unknown to our
American officers, the British had
discovered the whereabouts of
General Wayne's brigade hidden in
the hills about two miles away
between Paoli and Malvern.

Major General Grey with five
thousand troopas stole out of the
darkness on the night of the 20th.
These British soldiers had orders to
remove the flints from their puns so
that no sound of random shots might
warn of their approach. They swept
down in a surprise attack on
Wayne's encampment, killing and
wounding many of the resting
Americans with their bayonets, and
causing the rout of Wayne's forcea.

The next morning the entire
Britizh army marched to the Valley
forpe and then made a deceptive
march to the weat and pitched their
tents along the MNutt's Road. This
camp extended from Fatlands ford
to the place where the present
Monument memorializes these
events, Washington's army lined up
on the other side of the river and its
lines extended from Parkers Ford to
the Perkiomen Creel.

The British camped on one side of
MNutt's Road and the Hessians on the
other side. As soon as the men
pitched their tenta they began to
plunder the neighborhood.
Aceording to a damage claim made
br Judge Koore in 1779, Moore Hall

al

Uniform of o British foot soldier.

on September 21st, 1777, was
invaded and five horses and a stock
of sheep were taken. Other farms
lost clothing, straw and hay, and
almost anything else that could
be carried off General Howe made
the first hovse east of the Bull
Tavern his headquarters. Baron
Enyphansen requisitioned a house
belonging to Frederick Buzzard a
short distance west of White Horsa
Road.

Both the British and the
Americans on opposite shores of the
river tried to discover the strategy of
the other army, a difficult task at
that period. Their world was
without radio, telegraph, or
telephone. Messages were sent by
express riders, or ‘runnera’ It was
cuatomary to listen to warning shots
from sentries, and to observe
suspicious movements through field
glasses, Special attention was paid
to the amoke from campfires. Many
times civilians wolunteersd useful
information, bt the residents of our
area were mostly Mennonites and
Quakers, both sects pacifista.
Washington described us as, “a
country from which I could not
derive the least intelligence, being to
a man dizaffected.” He finally
concluded the enemy planned to
crosa the river above him and turn
the right flank of his army, a tactic



that succeeded at Brandywine. To
prevent such a disaster, Washington
moved the army to higher ground.
Before they left, they lighted
campfires so their withdrawal might
po undetected.

Actnally, the British intended a
quick march to Philadelphia and the
Delaware River. They rarely
ventured wery far inland, fearing
loss of contact with their fleet. But
General Howe was hesitant about
taking his army across the
Schnylkill with the Americans,
dangerouz and menacing, ready to
cut them down while in the water.
So the enemy soldiers engaged In a
series of feints designed to mislead
Washington as to which ford would
be used.

British engineers started a
pontoon bridge at Moore Hall, and
army units made trial crossings at
Fatlands. A substantial number of
Heasian grenadiers crosased at
Gordon's Ford (Bridoge Street). All
these units came back after dark.
Their commanding officers were
now convinced from the amall
amount of opposition to these triala
that it was safe to make a mass
crossing.

Juat after twelve midnight on the
23rd, the whole enemy army moved
to the opposite side by way of the
Fatlands ford, and by 10:00 AM even
the baggage had happily passed over
1t. After the principal body got to the
north side of the Schurlkill, the army
halted to dry themselves and rest.

Subsequently George Washington
reported to Congress: “They had so
far got the Start befare I recd certain
fntelligence that any considerable
Number had crossed, that T found it
in vain fo think of overtoking their
Rear with troops harassed as ours
fad been with constont marching
since the Boftle of Brandywine.”

General Howe and advance
troopa rode in triumph into the city
on September 26. His main army
encamped at Germantown, On the
same day General Washington took
the American army to Penny-
packer’s Iilla on the Perkiomen
Crecl. October 4th the Americana
attacked the British Army at
Germantown without success and
were compelled to withdraw to their
former encampment at Penny-
packer's Milla.

The Monument
at Wutt Road and Bridge Street

When the British oceupied
Philadelphia, an American nawval
forece commanded by Commodore
Hazlewood had two fortifications on
the Delaware River, Fort Mifflin and
Fort Mercor. It took the British well
over a week of intense fighting
before ther could wipe out the
reaistance of these American
installations.

While the fighting continued, on
October 23rd, a 64-gun British ship,
the Awgusia, was caught in the
chevaux-de-frise and the Augusta,
along with a 20-gpun ship, the
Merlin, which had gone to her
rescue, were raked with cannon fire
from the shore. Their powder
magazines blew up with an
explosion that shook the earth.
Wreckage remained in the river
until it rotted away.

Pennypacker's Annals relates
that General Washington, with a
company of soldiers, on that date
was riding up a hill near the
present-day Monument in
Phoenixville and lLieard a noise
coming from the direction of
Philadelphia. “General.” one of his
party said, “they are cannonading us
somewhere.,” But Washington
replied, *“Mo, that wasn't a
cannon...a magazine has blown up.”
And he wasa right.

The Annals further relates that
many vears later, the Augusta’s
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anchor was retrieved from the
Delaware and George Thompson,
Ironmaster in Phoenizville,
purchaszed it and placed it on the
wall in his rolling mill.

December 159th Washington went
into winter quarters at Valley Forge,
a location that could be easily de-
fended because it had the Schuylkill
River to the north and the Valley
Creel to the west, The army threw
up entrenchments and built log huts.

The British spent the winter of
1777-78 in Philadelphia enjoying
the conveniences of the city and
entertained themsslves with fates,
dances and theater parties. Their
purpose was to retain the capital of
the colonies and wait until the newly
independent nation collapsed. When
spring came, they showed no signs of
leaving,

The American army stayed at
Vallew Forge, enduring cold, want
and illnesses. They awaited an
opportunity to attack and defeat
their enemy. Washington nsed the
exfra spring months to bring his
army up to remular atandards. The
total time was aix months,
Decernber 19th to June 19th. On
June 16th the PBritish made a
hurried departure because of the
poasibility that French shipa might
at any time arrive in American
waters. Washington left Valley
Forge on June 19th, overtook the
enermny and dealt them a severe blow
at the Battle of Monmouth.

Frenclhi asaistance to the

American cause had been initiated

"

General George Washington.
Courtesy of the Council of American

Revolutionary Sites.



Washington’s Headguarters at Velley Forge.
Conrtesy of the Couneil of American Revalutionary Sitea

by Benjamin Franklin, a 70-vear old
conciliator who set aail for France in
Oectober of 1776 and by February of
1778 had effected a treaty of
alliance. The treaty was ratified by
Congress in York May Znd, and the
Walley Forge encamprment heard the
newa on May 5, 1778, The alliance
secured for America ald from the
French fleet and from the French

infantry  under Comte de
Bochambean, and war supplies,
including punpowder.

During the winter the army
spent at Valley Forge, in spite of
hardshipa, General Sullivan built a
bridge acroas the Schuylkill Biver
that made it easier to deliver food to
the starving encampment, and a
hospital was established at Yellow
Springs for the treatment of
contagions diseases.

Besidea acting as a atorage depot,
Moore Hall became headquarters for
a committee of congressmen sent
from York to study the supply
sitnation, and the mansion, lesa
than three miles from the main
encampment, became as useful as
any other of the houses preserved in
the present day Valler Forge Park,
such as the Bake Howse and the
house that became Washington's
headquarters.

The story has been told that the
committes meeting at IMoore Hall
held an inquiry into the scheme,
known as the Conway Cabal, to
replace George Washington with
Horatio Gates. Examination of

Washington’s letters shows that the
penearal was aware of
diszatiafactions but he did not let
the petty bickering of a group of self-
seeking subordinates distract him
from the important work he was
doing.

Moore Hall, in addition, was
headquarters for the Quartermastar
Department of the army. Thomas
Mifflin was in change until February
and then Mathaniel Greene became
chief. Clement Biddle was
Commisaary General of Forage. The
quartermaster of the army was
responsible for almost all needs

Horatio Gates, victor at Soratofa
Gen. Gotes was involved in a plot
called the Conway Cabal that came to
a head while the Committes of
Congress was meeting of Moore Hall.
Picture iz from John B. B. Trussell
Jr.2 book, Birthploce of an Arnzy.
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except  food, clothing, arms,
ammunition and medical supplies.
The forage master was relied upon
for horae fodder.

Mifflin, Greene and Biddle and
two assistanta, John Cox and
Charles Pettit, lived and worked in
IMoore Hall. Biddle's wife Rebecca,
and for part of the time, Greeng's
wife Catharine, were also there. Two
rooms were allotted to Judge Moore
and his wifa.

All  of the foregoing is
substantiated by the contents of
letters from and to the wvarious
individuals preserved in  the
Mational Archives and recently
made available to historians,
courteay of a retired historian, Lee
Boyle of Valley Forge MNational Parlk.

Judge Moore made a will the
same vear the Treaty of Paris
marked the end of the war. He
hequeathed evervthing to his apouse
of 59 vears and commended her for
the support she gave him during his
tempeatuous career, sayving her
conduct did credit to the noble and
honorable family from which she
gprang. An inventory of his
possessions was attached to the will,
one item being “a Fowling Pice and
broken Hanger.” A fowling piece iz a
shotgun; hanger 1s an old name for a
sword. This must be the one he
snapped in two when the army
officers attempted to confiscate it.

The MMoores are buried in St
Davids Episcopal Clhurch in Radnor,
where his old time antagonist, Isaac
Wayne, is also laid to rest.

The historic mansion is no longer
surrounded with flelds and woods.
MNow a housing development hems it
in. Howewver, due to the offorts of a
proven conservationist, Eleanor
Morris of the French & Pickering
Creeks Conservation Trust, the
important landmark has survived.

The firat Trust celebration at
Moore Hall occocurred July of 2001.
The flag was raised, a fife and dmm
corps played, and an atmosphere of
excitement prevailed as many who
came had not known about this
wonderful site on the Schuylkill
River, a0 closely connected to the
encampment at Valley Forge, A
second festivity, held on Decernber
19th, 200%, also attracted the
attention of local preaervationists.

Credits follow on next page.
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Library, 2001

HSPA Nawvsletizr, The Monument af Nugt
Road and Bridge Streed, Miriam Clegg,
June 1058

The FPennsylvania Muogazine, Vol &
Journal of Capiain John Montresor, July 1,
ITFT to July 1, 1778, Publicadion Fund of
Historical Society of Pernaylvania, 1882
Sacey A Swigard, Valley Forge, Arcodia
Publishing, 2002

William C. Koshaius IIT, “The Apedhecaiz of
Gearge Washkingfon,”  Pennsylvania
Heritage, Winder, 1084,

MEMEBERSHIP
REEPORT
hearty welcome to NEW
A |uEnBERS Robert
Tihansly, Vincent Martino
Jr., Bhonda Pierce, Hobert Ribiclk,
Michel Osiol, and Diane Grabowski
With regret we report the deaths
of Grace Hadfield and Catharine
Rankin. Phyllis Feulner, David
Jones, and HKathleen MecMahon
renewed their memberships as
FRIENDS of HEPA.

HSPA SPEAKERS
BUREAU

% n HSPA Speakers Burean

will be formed by a group of

peaple willing to share with

others their special knowledge of
gome field of local history. Those who
volunteer for this servies will
provide greater understanding and
awareness of our heritage through
free presentations to community and
civic organizations. Suggested fields
are Phoenix Iron Company,
Phoenixville in the Civil War,
Etruscan majolica, genealogy,
Phoenixville’s architecture, and
images of Phoenixville. Mew board
member Jack Ertell is coordinating
thias process. If ron are willing to
garve on our Speakers Bureau,
please contact Jack at 610-948-1278
or FAX him at 610-948-6274.

CLASS OF 1957

hoenixville High School Class
Kp of 1967 members, Dick

Lusch, Ed Jefferis, and Linda

Serhienko presented a check for
$1,640 to President Pate Bamberger
for the newspaper preservation
project. The Class underwrote the
cost of microfilming the year of their
graduation.

FIFTIETH CLASS
REUNION

emhbera of a committes who
M were planning a fiftieth

reunion  party  for  a

Phoenixville High School class met
at our Society last February. The
microfilming project made it easy for
us to access the newspaper that
reparted their graduation ceremony.

H5PA presented to each person
present a reprint of a front page
notice and the headlines were “126
Graduate at Phoenixville High —
Lusch, Yanoviak, Bicking Address
Capacity Audience.”

GOVEENOR
SCHWEIKER’'S
RESPONSE
he December 2002 news-
T letter article about the
builders of the State Capitol
was mailed to Governor Mark
Schweiker before he turned over his
office to incoming Governor Edward
Rendell. Schweiker made no direct
response.

However, representatives of both
the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commisasion and the
Pennsylvania State Archives in
Harrisburg notified the Society that
Governor Schweiker had forwarded
the article to them and had asled
them to report on the subject.

Harry Parker, State Archivist,
submitted the article to the
Pennsylvania Heritage Magazine
hut was tald that periodical did not
accept stories that had already been
published. So Mr. Parker wery
kindly made a gift to our Society. It
iz a copy of a photo made by a
newspaper photographer the date
the new capitol was dedicated,
October 4, 1906. Shown in the
picturs ia a crowd of celebrators with
Preaident ‘Theodore Roosevelt
standing alongside of Samuel
Whitaker Pennypaclker. The photo
will be matted and framed for future
display in our museun.

The Historieal Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Street
Phoenixville, PA 19450
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