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QUARTERLY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11

he guarterly meeting will
T take place Wednesday, June
11, at 7:30 M in the upstairs
social room  of the Soclety’s
headquarters at Main and Church
Streots.

Russell K. Schulz. TSN (Retired),
will be our guest speaker and he will
talk about the history of the
Freodoms Foundation and its place
in our society. Captain Schulz has
been a staff member of The
Freedoms Foundation at Valley
Forpe since January, 19956, and is at
present executive vice-president.
Schulz  says The  Freedom
Foundation is a national non-profit,
non-zecular, non-partisan organi-
gation that has its headquarters in

Valley Forge and ftweanty-sight
chapters across the country. Its
mission focuses on  educating
Americans, particularly American
Fouths, about our national heritage
and the basic values upon which this
country was built.

DOCUMENTING
PHOENIXVILLE
THE MICROFILM PROJECT

he Soclety’'s ambitious
T project to preserve local

newspapers by transferring

them to microfilm iz now completad.
The final shipment of films was
received May 6 and we now have 344
reels, Three hundred and twenty six
are of the Daily Republican and The
Phoeniz from 1903 to 2003. Two
reels are of the Daily Republican
1888 to 1890. Sixteen reels are of
eight different newspapers from
1871 to 1908, All of the generous
contributors to this extensive project
should be proud of this achisvement.

DONATION OF
PHOTOS
he Phoeniz newspaper has
(T transferred to our Society
bozes of photographs, so
many that it took two men half a day
to bring them here fto our
headquarters. We hope one day to
hawve them orpanized so they are
readily available to the public.

RESULTS OF
FLEA MARKET

he Flea Market held last
T March was the most

succesafil  ever, earning

$1,130 for our Society. The lunch
gorved that day was donated by
long-time member Scott Foresta.

STRAWEBEREY

FESTIVAL

he Strawberry Featival is
T Saturday, June 7, 10 AMto 3
M, on the lawn adjoining
the Society’s headquartera at
Church and Main Strecta. The date
coincides  with  the Borough's
F.AM.E. celebration. Please plan to
hawe lunch on the grill at HSPA and
enjoy our famous strawherry treats.
Children will be entertained bv a
clown and games and there will be
craft tables, a bake sale, and a
Lippincott Gallery art show and
gale. For more information call
Dave Frees Jr. at 610-933-1950 or
G10-933-9177.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museum are open
Wedneadays 9 AM. until 6B,
Fridays 9 AM. until 3 PM and
Saturdays 10 AM until 1 M. and
also the first Sunday of every
month between 1 and 4 P
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org




he letters selected for this
(T article have no common
thread other than a
Phoenizville connection. They run
the pamut from a lover's letters to
his beloved, to Rewvolutionary War
letters, to an ecstatic missive
written by Phoeniz Iron Company
superintendent John Griffen. Dates
range from 1768 to 1866, so they
span a century. In each case the
writer produced his message with a
quill pen, an inkwell, and, to sop up
excess ink, a sander.

Char excerpta are as close as we
can get to the original apelling. For
Griffen's we had the benefit of a copy
in the original handwriting.

REVEREND IMITHT LOVE LETTRRY

Beverend William Smith, first
provost  of the College of
Fhiladelphia (now the University of
Pennsylvania), wrote tenderly to a
young lady who waz born and
brought up in IMoore Hall,
Phoenixville, which iz a dwelling
still standing along the Schuylkill
Biver near the Pickering Creclk. Her
birthplace had close associations
with WValley Forge during the
Bevolutionary War, and the large
stone manajion was as important to
the American victory as was the
Washington Headquartera building
that iz only a few milea to the east.

The wyoung lady’s name was
Bebecca. Her father and mother,
William and Williamina Moore,
after their marriage in 1727 lived in
the big house and raised a larpe
family of children.

Rebecea’s father represented
Chester County in the Philadelphia
Asgembly which was Pennsylvania'a
poverning body, and he was also
Justice of the Peace for Chestor

EXCERPTS FROM

County and Judge of the County
Court. In the course of time he
became embroiled in a dispute with
other members of the Assembly. He
placed a atatement in the

Artisé'z concepéion of the voung
Reverend Smith and
Rebecea Moore

Philadelphia newspapers that was
so insulting to that body theyw
ordered him arrested for libel. After
a preliminary hearing, he was
placed in a cell in the Philadelphia
County jail at Third and Market
Stroats.
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LETTER)

Written in Times Past by Phoenixville Fireq Residents
with Background Information by Miriam Clegg

Another cell was ocoupied by the
Revearend William Smith whose only
crime was translating Moore's
inflammatory  atatement into
(erman so that it might be printed
in a German language newspaper.
Both men chose to remain in jail
rather than recant.

Like any dutiful daughter,
Rebecca accompanied her mother for
visita with the proud and intractable
father.

Beverend Bmith was Provost of
the Caollege of Philadelphia (later
University of Pennsylvania) and an
ordained minister of the Church of
England. Almost all educatora of
that era were clergymen. During her
visita Bebecca naturally bestowed
upon him her warmest sympathy
and moat charming smile. Smith
was occupied with many conceins
while in jail but when his gaze fall
upon the aweet face on the other side
of the bars, he put aside all other
business. Instead, he wrote a poem
for Rebecea, a plaintive one, which
he entitled “An Elegy fo Amanda.”
He later explained that “Amanda”
was Hebecca, He used a falae name
because, in his situation, it was
possible for his tender sentimenta to
fall into unsympathetic hands.

The young lady was immensely
pleased with his attantions. She
lingered in front of his cell,
conversing with him about religion
and other topics. During one visit,
ghe confided in him that her
birthday was the following week.
She would be ninetean.

Sure enough, when the day rolled
around, he pushed through the bars
another poem, this one called “Cn
Amanda’s Birthday A Song.” The
delighted girl thanked him from her
heart. She fluttered her little ivory



boned fan againat her lace trimmed
silk bodice. Rebecea always carried a
fan, as that was the fashion of the
day. She had an endearing way of
pressing it against the lower part of
her face and gazing over it into the
voung Scotsman's slightly aquiline
features. He composed some more
varses — “On Amanda's Fan.”
Thoughts of love now kept
intruding on his work. He had never
before had any trouble con-
centrating on his writing. On the
contrary, as soon as he grasped his
pen, his thoughts flowed freely while
he wrote on such subjects as his
Heavenly Lord and Divine Truths.
Mow he pleaded to Rebecca in one
more poen
TO AMANDA — EXTEMPORE —
0N BEING UNABLE TO WRITE
UPON DIVINE SUBJECTS

What means this Changea, that
revels in my Breaat;

Fills all my Soul, and robs me
of my Reoat?

Oft-wrapt n Transport, from my
earliest Youth,

My Pen I've Grasp'd, smit with
the Lowve of Tmth!

Cick as my Thoughts, the willing
Nurnbers came —

How should they atayp? My IMaker
was the Theme!

But now, nor Thoughts nor
MNumbers wait my MNod;

Amanda comes between me
& my God!

Amandal — By that Virtue you
adore —

Me to my God, and to myself
restore!

The Assembly 1ecessed briefly
April 8, 1758, and the Pennsrlvania
High Court ordered the release of
Moore and Smith. On June 5, 1758,
at Moore Hall, the rector of St
David's Church of Badnor performed
the ceremony uniting in  holy
matrimony Willilam Smith and
Bebecea Moore. The six hundred
acre farm and mill complex
overlooking the Schuylkill River was
a lovely setting for the wedding.

In the fall of that year the newly
married Smith arranged to sail to
England to take the libel charges
hanging over himself and Moore to a
higher court. After a delay of many
months, a verdict was rendered that
vindicated them and severely
rebuked the Assembly. Penn-
svlvania's Governor was instructed

Reverend Williom Smith in hiz mature

vears. Engraving macde from anr oil
portrait by Gilbert Stuart.

to inform the Assembly of his
Majeaty’s high displeasure at their
unwarrantable behavior, and he was
to use utmost care to prevent further
transgressions.

Rebecca had been unable to go
abroad with her hushand because of
the impending birth of their first
child who was born the month before
Smith’s return. They named the
baby William Moore Smith. Ower the
vears William and Rebecca had
seven more children.

A fow years after his vindication,
Williama returned to England on a
fund raising tour, pleading the cause
of Ameriean educational institutes.
He preached in pulpits in many
towns in Great Britain, soliciting
donations and one of the
contributors was his Majesty, Eing
George IIL

During Smith's travels, Rebecca
was never far from her hushand's
thoughts. She received this touching
note from England: *Tn a few hours I
expect to be under sail in the Halifax
packet...& I am happy in the Hopes
of clasping you fo my heart in a faw
weeks; & I am resolved that Seas nor
lands, nor amny earthly circumstance
shall ever separate us agoin.”

Another time he wrote: “Believe
me, my ever dearest life. that I am
fitlly sensible my absences have
subfected yor fo many pains and
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solicifudes...if God brings us
together again, @ shall be the
business of my life to atone for by the
continuance of every instance of
tenderness that can confribufe fo
your happiness.”

When the Revolutionary War
broke out, Smith did nothing to
show that he favored the Rowal
Cause. His conduct was guarded in
the extremea.

Rebecea died in 1793, the wear
the vellow fever epidemic exacted a
heartbreaking toll in Philadelphia.

The grief stricken William Smith
poured out his mournful story in a
long letter to their friend, Dr.
Benjamin Rush. This friend, having
been i1l himself, had been unable to
attend the funeral. Smith wrote to
Rush: “When she breathed her last,
composed & patient, her
counfenance appeared fo brighten
into the conntenance of an angel.” He
now looked forward to his own
death, he s=said. “When genuine
friendships of this life shall be
revived, and Love - and Life and
Truth — reign forever and ever.”

The burial scene in Christ
Church graveyard he described to
Rush as follows: “My mournful
family assisfed only by a worthy and
pious black, Richard Allen, laid her
in her coffin. I approached with my
dear grandehild in my arms fo foke
my last view. Silent, but more awful
and fnstructive than all the funeral
pomp in the world — and short the
distance we had fo go. I followed her
accompaenizd &y Richard Allen and
my own weeping and faithful black
boy fo the spot she had chosen -
about 7 otlock in the evening -
neither moon nor torchlighs, but
light sufficient through the gloom of
evening to deposit all thai was
morfal ... ©

His letter to Rush continued:
“Alas, how shall I live without her? T
never had a joy which became a joy
to me 4l she shared &. I never had a
sorrow which she did not alleviafe
and participate. I never did an
action which I could consider as
truly pood il she confirmed my
apinion. For my many failings and
infirmities she hod o friendly veil
Her conversafion was enlightened,
and that with her correspondence by
letfer, during my many absences,
have been my joy for 356 years. My
tears now stop my hand...”
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General Washington astride his horse. Detail from an illustration in

The American Hertéage Book of the Revoluiion.

REYOLUTIORHRY
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Thousands of hand written
lettera by Revolutionary War
military fimures have been collected
and published over the years. John
C. Fitzpatrick’s mammoth work The
Writings of Letfers of George
Washington from the Original
Muanuscript Sonrces, 1744-1799. was
published in 1933, in 39 volumes.
Editora of theas works identify each
letter by the date, place, name of the
writer and name of the addressea.
The printed letters retain the old
punctuation and spelling although 1t
may be incorrect.

The letters in this article come
from a collection of letters made by
Lee Bovle, historian emeritus of the
Walley Forge Mational Historical
Park. All of them were written while
the Continental Army was in our
region and a great many of Boyle's
letters name MMoore Hall as the place
of origin. The large estate on the
wast side of the Schuylkill River was
within a convenient distance from
the area where the soldiers’ huts
wara built and it served as a part of
the army’s encampment.

The six-hundred acre farm and
commodious dwelling had been
commandesred by the Continental
Army in the fall of 1777. Lettors in
Bowle's collection bring to light the
many functions of the military that
were conducted there. The house
contained ten rooms and a cellar,
according to an inventory attached
to Moores will. Moore and his wifo
were allotted two rooms. Other
bedrooms were used by army
officers, and the ground level rooms
were turned into offices.

During the Revolutionary War,
the Continental Congreas held
sessions in York. In late January of
1778, the Congress sent a committes
of six delegates to Valley Forge, to
assist General Washington with
necessary improvements to the
condition of the Army. The delegates
lived and worked in Ioore Hall and
they remained there until early
April.

Army officers in the Quarter-
mastar's Department were also
mquartered in the mansion, and the
barns and mill buildings sheltered
their stores. Stockpiles consisted of
horses and wagons, wholesale
quantities of feed for horses,
harnesses for horses, and camping
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items like canteens, knapsacks,
wvalises, carrving straps, tents and
tent equipaga.

General Nathanael Greene was
Quartermaster and he was assisted
by John Cox and Charles Pettit. The
Foragemaster was Colonel Clement
Biddle. Catharine Greene and
Rebecca Biddle, wives of the officers,
paid long visits to Moore Hall.

The Commander-in-Chief,
General George  Washington,
oceupied a stone dwelling rented by
the army that wasg in the wvalley
about three miles distant and close
to the iron forge. All the large
farmhouses anywhere in that area
wera also rented as hounsing for
Washington's staff.

General Washington traveled
frequently between WValley Forge
and Moore Hall to direct the
endeavors of the Committee of
Congresa. The road was then a
winding and unpaved trail.

A reference to thiz road is made
in a letter written by Francis Dana,
delegate to  the Continental
Congreas, dated Febrary 11, 1775.
A snowstorm was in progress and he
wrote: Sir. the fraveling is so bad
that we wish you won'd not affempt
to meet us whilz it continues. We
shaoll employ ourselves in that part of
our business which can be done
without vour personal affendance ...

Colonel Clement Biddle's firast
written report after his appointment
as Foragemaster is a document
dated December 29, 1777 in which
he enumerates the number of
wapons necessary to supply forage
for the army during the winter
months.

Another Francis Dana letter, also
dated Februnary 11, reads: Sir. We
lagely did ourselves the Honor fo
write fo vou wpon the Stafe of the
Commissary's Department...

The Committes of Congress was
consulted about national as well as
local affairs, and one of their letters,
written from Moore Hall, refers to
an expedition into Canada which
was then in the planning stages. The
opening remarks of this long letter
addressed to General Washington
are: Altho if may be Presumpiion in
your Commitftee fo give their
Henfiments upon o Snbject of =0
great Magnitude, especially offer it
hath been stomped with your
Concurrence, vet, Sir, the deep



Concern which, in common with
ofher Americans, we cannof but feel
upoin every Oecasion of public
Importance, forbids us fo be silent.
... there 1s much more.

Another February 11 letter from
Diana conasiders a proposed exchange
of American and British priscners of
war: We hove been considering
Ceneral Howe's letter which vou was
pleased fo lay before us yesterdoy,
and seem agreed and confirmed in
the opindon that he hath some latent
meaning in those parts of i which
were then pointed out. We flatter
ourselves you will not take & amiss
that we express to you our senfiments
upon the proposition of a general
exchange maode af this fime, by
General Howe ...

The occupants of Moore Hall
sometimes worked by candlelight
according to a letter of May 12, 1778
from Charles Pettit to Moore
Furman, who was Deputy Quarter
Master General of New Jersey [thia
letter shows how hard the Forage
Department was working]: Dear Sir,
Since you left me I have been in o
continued Throng of Business, & am
abliged to write my Leiters chisfly
after others are in Bed which is now
the Case & both my Head & Fingers
fatigued ...

There are two references in the
letters to events

Boad and Bridge Strect. The enemy
departed September 23rd, leaving
behind a stockade made with fence
rails.

The Americans needed these
rails at Valley Forge the following
spring as shown by an  April 16
letter from IMajor General Stirling ta
Charles Pettit: Dr Sir, I must beg
you will Order Six Woaggons ifo
parade tomorrow morning 8 ollo in
the front of Genl. Woodfords
Brigade. And if you con posstbly
Bpare them twellve] or fwendy More
to go to work af Seven oClock
tomarrow Morning in loading the
Rails which formed the Brittish
Encampment on the Road from head
Quarters to Meoor hall, and Carry
them to the front of Genl Moxwells
Brigade in the second line, this lost
Measure will Save an immense
labour to the Men & the feams. as
otherwise Oreene pickets  [stakes]
must be Cut & brot from the Woods.
Il order an officer and o party fo
Attend and assist in loading. I am
yours dee, Stirling MG,

Moore describes in a letter he
wrote how his household was
affected during the period; Fou fnow
I with held not from the officers of
the Army a single Arficle that my
House, Farme or Gorden afforded;
during the time the Committee of

Congress  occupied my House
{upwards of three months) many,
very many Arficles were furnished
them by me. The beds fhey lay on
were mine, grafe part of their dyet
wits mine, no part of the linnen they
wsed (one pair of Sheefs only
excepted that Genl Read had) buf
were mine, they hod not a Towell fo
wipe their hands on but whot was
mine.

Catharine Greene, MNathanael's
wife, had left Moore Hall in Mayr and
returned to their home in Rhode
Island. General Greene wrote to his
wife on June 23, 1778 and told her
about his own departure from MMoore
Hall, saring: ... You cannof conceive
how the famidy af Moore Hall were
destrest af my leaving them. They
expected every kind of insulf and
abuse after I was gone. You are their
favarite; they pray for you Night and
Diay.

It iz evident that the Moores
appreciated the company of the
rvoung Rhode Island couple because
Moore wrote a postscript to the
previonaly quoted letter that sars: .
Mine and Mrs, Moores Compliments
to Mrs. Green. We congratulote you
ont the birth of your little Daughter
w'ch Doctr Hutehison tells us is very
Butifull,

that occurred
September 21,
1777 inthe area
that is now
Phoenizville.

In a letter that
William Moore
wrote to
Mathanael
Greane we find,
Sir, On the 215t
day of Sepir 1777
my Team, BEqual
to any taken info
the servis of the
Sfate was
pressid....

The British |-
army encamped
in this area the
same day and
the event was
memorializad
with the present
day monument at
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An unusual view of Moare Hall taken of the side facing the Schuylkill River
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Partion of Griffen’s letter of September 4, 1856, Writers in those dave used
a guill pen dipped in ink and ‘Blotted’ their pages with sand shaken from
a small box called a ‘sander.”

JOHN GRIFFEN EXPRENEN AMAZEMENT
ABOTT BESSEMER TEEL

IN A LETTER

In 1866 John Griffon was
operating a mill that made railroad
tracks in an iron works belonging to
the David Reeves family of
Phoenixzville, The mill was located at
Safe Harbor, Pennsylvania (near
Lancastar). The Reeves had only the
wear before incorporated their iron
works at Phoenixville with Dawvid
Beeves president and his son,
Samuel J., vice president. They also
owned a third rail mill located at
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. Railroads
were then the fastest growing
industry in our newly industrialized
nation.

At that date, iron for rails was
made bF a process called ‘puddling,’
invented many years previously by a
British metallurgist. The invention
Was a4l enormous improvement over
previous methods of producing iron
and made possible a plentiful cheap
supply of thiz metal from 1810
onwarda.

Iron, as iz well known, goes back
many centuries. Primitive man
produced it by heating the ore on a
stone hearth with a charcoal fire
made even hotter by blasts of air
from bellows.

The puddled iron that Griffen
associates with Henry Cort of Great
Britain was made in a furnace, and

while in the molten state, the metal
was stirred with an iron bar.

As railroads became larger and
heavier, operators of rail mills
realized that steel rails would be
preferable to iron, but until the
middle of the 19th century the cost
of producing the stronger and more
stable metal was prohibitive.

Bessemer's ateel was another
break-through in the science of
metallurgy. This British subject in
1356 invented a process whereby air
(oxyoen) was blown through molten
pigiron to burn away excesa carbon.
His discovery drastically lowered
the coat of ateel. The inventor was
knighted for his achievement and in
later vears was always refarred to as
Sir Henry Bessemer.

Samuel J. Reeves spotted an
announcement of the new method in
a publication, the Evening Journal,
and mailed the paper to John
Griffen at Safe Harbor. Griffen, it
shonld be noted, had only the year
before applied for a patent on a
wrought iron cannon that he
invented. When he read about
Bessemer's invention, he thought it
might compromise his own, but then
decided that auch was not the case.
Griffen replied to Samuel J. Regves
with the following letter:

Dear Sirr By your kindness T
received the Evening Jowrnal of the
2nd [September 1856] contoining
Bessemer's descripfion of Ris new

g
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model of mantfacturing malleable
iron or steel, from crude or pig iron.

If the statement by Bessemer is
true, his process will more
thoroughly revolutionize the
manufaciure of tron than Coré's
discovery of Puddling did, and if
true it leaves but little to be desired
in the way of improvement, but greaf
as are, or will be, {ts advantages in
making fron, and how much so ever
it shall revolutionfze that, it will of
necessity more than revolutfonize, if
will annihilote the manufocture of
sheets by the old method, The whole
thing fz astounding, almost bevond
belief, but in this fast oge & hardly
does to disbelicve anything,
particularly if connected with
science. It is the more asfounding
because the result is produced by the
combustion of the carbon confained
in the fledd metal, and because i he
[Bessemer] really hos accomplished
what he says fe has, it upsets all the
formerly received opinfons, that
mualleable iron deprived of carbon
cowld be milled and still refain ifs
character.

Suppesing his statement fo be
frue as stafed in the Journal, I can
readily perceive what i may lead fo,
no that is too much to say. but I can
say I see dimly shadowed forth, that
wrowght fron may be put to uses
where heretofore only cost iron could
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John Griffen with autograph.
Engraving in Futhey & Cope's
Hiztory of Chester Connty,
Pernaylvonia.



be used, from the facility with which
it may be prepared of the proper
shape for its subscguent operations
in the rolling mill.

Upan first reading his stotement,
I was under the impression that, if
true, my patent for the wronght iron
grin wwas hardly worth the parchment
that the letfers were writfen upon,
but I see, in pursuing the subject,
that as i reguired ireafment
afterwards, either under the hammer
or in the rolls fo selidify it and
produce a fiber, that it does not affect
that.

If true, what becomes of the theory
that in malleable iron there must be
a due proportion of cinder fcarbonl,
ar does the cinder remain in the iron
in the form of o coafing on each
globule, end affer solidification by
cooling each crystal of iron, the
cinder being formed of the oxide of
tron#

Upon reflection I see no reason
why & may not be true however
different from our preconceived
notions of things it may be, for
example, we know that the union of
carbon and oxygen, when it fokes
place above a cerinin temperafure,
(lnid down to be 680 degrees) will
produce heaf, end when thot wnion
takes place rapidly as af the tuvere of
a blast furnace, will produce very
infense heaf. The only thing I see
against it is the comparatively small
amount of carbon; but as that is
consumed fn a very short span of
time it probably ir enough after all.
At any rate, If the stafement is
correct, it is proved to be so. [
apprehend however, it will require
aray iron for that mode of treatment,
as the white fron hoving only
chemically combined carbon, the
temperature required fo make the
from give that up, wounld not be
attained.

Startling as his statement may
be, I think the thing worth the trial,
if it can be done cheaply, or because
aside from the cheapness of the
process, 1t wonld  be  almost
nvaluable for rails, if it could be
suceessfully rolled and hove the
proper density and fenacity. fn that
case the entire mass would be
homogensous., then cowld no ashes
Blow in the “pile,” and as the welds
must necessarily be perfect there
world be no scaling off of the head,
and therefore, rails wonld wear very

Semuel J. Recves with autograph.
Engraving in Futhey & Cope’s
Hiztory of Chester County,
Pennsvivanio.

micch longer than those made by the
present mode, and what s true of
rails s ftrue in less degree of all other
forms of fron. Not in less degres
however of boiler plate, for however
areat the evils of want of weld in o
rail, @ is still greater in the boiler
sheet.

Ifthe first part of his stafement is
trug, I have no doubt of the second
part being so, as I can readily
perceive how, af the wvery high
temperature offained, the sulphur
and other odmixures, whether as
solids or gases, may be driven off by
combination with each other or with
QXYZEn.

Respy yours, John Griffen

Thirty-three weara elapsed
between the date of this letter and
the date the firat ateel was made in
Phoenixville. In 1866 John Griffen
was  promoted to  General
Superintendent of Phoenix Iron
Company and he molded in the
foundry a number of his patented
cannon for sale to foreign countriea.
During the Civil War Phoenix Iron
Company manufactured 1,400 of the
Griffen guns, known officially as the
3-inch Ordnance Rifle for the Union
forcea.

After the war, steel could not be
manufactured in America by the
new method untidl a number of
patent disputes were settled. In the
meantime it was found that not all
ores were suited to the Bessemer
process, particularly those ores that
contained large amounts of
phosphorns. An alternative method
called “Open Hearth” was attempted
and found to be succeasfil.

Steel rails were made by the
Recves at the Cambria Iron Works
of Johnstown as early as 1867.
Cambria purchased the raw
material from the Steelton Iron
Works near Harrisburg until 1371,
when they were able to produce it on
gita,

Meither S.J. Reewves nor John
Griffen lived to aee steel made at
Phoenixville. The event took place in
April, 1889, in an open hearth
furnace. David Reeves II and his
brother William headed Phoenix
Iton Company at that date.

John Griffen's now famous letter
of Saptember 4, 1366, may be seen in
our Socletvs archives in both a
handwritten and a typewritten
wversion. The Revolutionary War
letters will also be awailable for
inspection.
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Chester County Historical
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MEMEERSHIP
REPORT
hearty welcome to NEW
ﬁ MEMBERS William Winaton,
Mr. and Mrs. William Ross,
Paul A. Shoemaker Jr., Jean Byrne
Mahoney, Chris Stevens, Robert
Lawrence, Henry Wagner.

With regret we report the deaths
of Lawrence Wabster Shaner,
Edward T. ODonnell, Miss 5.
Elizabeth Wilson, Jack A. Molvie.

Benewing their memberships as
FRIENDE OF HSPA are Mr. and
Mrs. William Lambert, Donald
Crabtree, William MMacDade Jr.

TRON AND ERIDGE
CO. ARTIFACTS

book and four photographs
ﬂ about operations of the
Phoenix Iron Company and
the Phoeniz Bridge Company have
recently been purchased for our
archives by two alert Internet
enthusiaats, President Pete
Bamberger and board member Pater
Brown, who found these rare
documents quite unexpectedly while
browsing on eBay.

Bamberger's find was purchased
from Elton Engineering of London,
England. It i= a catalogue printed in
15889 entitled Album of Designs:
The Phoenix Bridge Company —
Phoenix Bridge Worka, The title
page reads "List of Wrought-iron
Bridges, Viaducts, and Piers, bnilt
and now building by The Phoenixz
Bridge Company, successors to
Clarke, Reeves & Co., from 1569 to
1528."

Brown came up with four
photographs taken of the record-
setting Kingna Viaduct while it was

under construction. The wiaduct
carried the New York, Lake Erie and
Westemn Railroad acroas the narrow
valler of the Kinzua Creek in a
mountainous region of northwestam
Pennsylvania. Construction on the
viaduct began May 10, 1882, and
ninety-four working days later,
Adolphus Bonzano, chief enginear of
Phoenix Bridge Company, had
completed what at that date was the
highest railroad wviaduet in the
world. The author of a book about
thia wonder that has ever since been
a tourist attraction wused our
historical soclety for one of her
sourcea of information.

AWARD AND

PLAQUE

ur society was recognized by
0 the Chamber of Commerce
as a Community Betterment
organization for the ryear 2003,
because of our MNewspaper Micro-
filming project. Last fall we were
presented with a plaque and a check
for §1,000.

THE VOLUNTEERS

ur plea for help mspired a
O number of volunteers to offer
to aerve the society. The
following now report repularly and
this iz what they do. Jean Mansur
and Helen Harrop are organizing the
exiating photographic collection.
Mary Lou Wiliams is reorganizing
the subject filas.

We need additional helpers for
the photos and clippings recently
recaived from The Phoenix and for the
placement of our majolica collection
on the computerized data base.

We would also like to find

volunteers for the archives and
museum openings on Saturdars,
10 aM to 1 PM. There will be a
training session prior to assignment.

Flease call the society if you are
interested.

HSPA ASSISTS
WITH VIDEO
PRODUCTION
ack Ertell, HSPA board
j member, is currently assist-
ing in the production of a
video program on the historical
development of the Phoenixville
area as related to the Schuylkill
River. Barbara Cohen 1s oversesing
the project, including writing the
seript, and will do the narration.
Tom Ramsay is the producer. The
project was underwritten by a
‘Growing Greener Grant’ awarded to
the Borough of Phoenizville, and a
grant from the Phoenizville
Chamber of Commerce. Since HEPA
was asked to play a role in the
undertaking, Ertell iz serving as
HSPA’s liaison to review it for
historical accuracy and to select
wvisual materials. Well under way,
the video should be completed by
late spring or early summer.

COVERED ERIDGE
LECTURE

ovared bridges in the vicinity
C of Phoenixville are featured

in a slide-lecture created by

our past president, Beclgsr IManley.
Becky has already delivered her
lecture at the Phoenixville Women's
Club and the Kimberton Grange
with very positive responses.

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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