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DECEMBER
MEETING
DEC. 10, 2003

he guarterly meeting will
T take place Wednesday,
Diecernber 10 in the upstaira
meeting room at Church and hain
Strecta, The headquarters building
will be decorated for Christmas and
light refresliments auitahle to the
apason will be served.

The speaker will be a Civil War
impersonator, Bric Schmincki, who
will mive a first-person presentation
on General Samuel K. Zook. Zook
waz 4 native of Tredryffrin
Township who commanded troops in
aoveral key battles of the Civil War
including Gettysburg, Schmincki 1s
active in sewveral organizations
promoting our Civil War heritage
and is presently the senior Vice-
commander of the Pennsylvania
Department of the Sons of Union
Veterana of the Civil Wanr.

RECORD SETTING
FLEA MARKET

ast Movember's flea market,
I_‘] loncheonn and hake sale
brovght in nearly $1.200, a
record amount for this bi-amal
fundraiser. David Frees Jr.
attributes the suecoas of the event to
the fine weather and the large
number of vaefinl items, none priced
over $5.00, and especially to the help
of many dedicated volunteera.
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MEMEBERSHIP
REPORT

following WEW WMELBERS:
hlrs. Cheryl Brumbaugh,
Mr, Dimitrics M. Bastas, kr. Byan
Conroy, Me=. Barbara Burg, Mr.
Andrew Gustine, Mr. Alan J.
Hughes, Capt. Gary F. Ebart, Ms.
Jane Bryrne Considine, Ms. Pat
Michinoclk, Mrs, Lillian Meboralk.

With regret we report the death
of M1, George M. Ehert.

Renewing as SPONSORS are
Phoonixville Federal Bank and
Trust and Dr. and Mre. Donald E.
Harrop.

Benewing as CONTRIBUTORS
ara Mizs Nefora V. Purcell and Wi
and Mrs, Christopher Jones.

Benewing a=z FRIENDS are hirs.
BEdna Rapp, hr. and Mis. Boger J.
Rapp, hirs. Neal . Thorpe, Mr, and
Mrs. H. Brent Bamberger, Mr. and
Mrs. Richard C. Unger, Ms. Zoa
Porking, and Mrs, Nancy Bothwell,

DOMNATIONS were made by s,
Miriam Clage, Miss Marie Wisneski,
Mr. and Mrs. Mahlon K. Miller Jr.,
Mz, Mary Foote, Dr. and WMra.
Dionald BE. Harrop, Mrs, Marilyn B
Spritz MD), Mr. and Mrs. David B.
Meadows, Mr. Leonard J. Menmann,
Ilrs. Louizse Michol, Mr. and hirs.
Diavid Bung.

A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
was made by Mr. and Mra. David M.
Frees Jr. of $1,000 with a matching
contribution  of $1,000 from
Phoenixville Community Health
Foundation.

ﬁ hearty welcome to  the

CONNIE EREETZ
C onnie Bretz writes local

listory in the column “Time
Capsule” which 1ns in the
Phoenix each Thuraday, She would
like any evewitnesses to local
history to telephone her at
610-933-0669 with their information
— and anyone with specific history.

MENMBERSHIP
DRIVE

reserve Your History., Join
(p H5PA" iz 4 slogan nsed by
membership chairman Dicl
Luschi who iz presently soliciting
new members for our society from
business  members of  the
Phoeniwville Chamber of Commeres,
As an added incentive to joining us,
those organizations can use our
society as a depository for important
and historical documents that we
will malke available for refarence in
the yeara to coma.

GRANT WRITING
T) resident Pete Bamberger

and Membership Chajrman
Dicle Tnsch recently attend-
ed a seminar on grant writing con-
ducted by the Pannsylvania Associa-
tion of Mon-profits to brsh up their
skills in this field.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM

The office and musem are open
Wednesdays 9 AM unfil 5 PuL,
Fridays 9 aM. unfil 3 BM and also
the first Sunday of every month
between 1 and 4 pu
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and howrs.

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org




cahinet containing apparatus
ﬂ that receives messages sent
from distant broadcasting
stations ia now a part of nearly every
American household. We call it the
radio and regard it as a preluds for
the even more popular television.

Apctnally we should think wery
differently about the radio. Since ita
invention people over the whole
world as well as in the Phoenixville
area have been able to communicate
with one another rapidly and at
minimal cost. Likewise we should
realize that without this almost
miraculous invention we would still
be writing urgent messages in
longhand and having them delivered
by horseback riders as army officara
were compelled to do during
Bevolutionary War days.

The improvement was hbrought
about by scientists working in the
18005 who learned how to send
messages by means of electro-
magnetiam. Their atudies led first to
the telegraph and the telephone
and, at a later date, to the invention
of the radiotelegraph.

The verb "to radiate" means to
spread like rays from a center. Badio
telegrams were signals radiated
from an original point to their
destination without connecting
wires., The words radiotelegraphy
and wireleas telegraphy are
interchangeabla,

How scientists progressed from
telegraph and telephone and
invented the instrument that we
now call ¢he radio i3 a story heat told
by listing eight of the Inventora and
their achievements in chronological
order.

How It Started and Ifs Early Years

First we have Michasl Farraday,
an English chemist and physicist
born in 1791 who discovered that
electricity can be penerated from
magnetism. His finding made fallow
scientists realize that mechanical
power in larpe amounts can be
transformed into electricity, and in
that state can be transported by
wires for long distances, and at
length be re-tranaformed into
whatever form of energy may be
dasired.

Mext we have Samuel Morse, an
American scientiat who turned
Farraday's findings into an inven-
tion called the telegraph that first
served the public in 1844, Morse's
signals were sent out by trans-
mitters on wires attached to utility
poles. The messages were reduced to
dots, dashes and spaces represent-
ing numerals and the letters of the
alphabet. Morse himaelf devised this
sratam. We still use it today and call
it the Morse Code.

Morse renewed his patent for the
telegraph in 1846 and 1848 with
slight revisions. By the latter date
he was considering a radiotelegraph
and tried to patent it ahead of time.
Other inventors disputed his right
to do so and the litigation that
followed went all the way to the
Supreme Court of the Tnited States
who ruled againat Morse.

A spcond  English  physiciat,
James Clerk Maxwell, in 1364
predicted from  theory  that
clectromagnetic energy travels in
waves at the speed of light. Heinrich
Hertz, a German scientist, in the
decade between 1880 and 1890
borrowed Maxwell's idea and
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By Miriam Clegg

actually produced electromagmetic
waves, thereafter known as
Hertzian waves.

Mext is Guglielmo Marconi, born
in Italy in 1374, While still in hLis
teens, the woung Italian was
vacationing in the Alps and
happened to read about Hertz's
accomplishment. He rushed home to
goee if he could use Hertzian waves
for asignaling and found that he
could. In 1899 Marconi arrived in
the United States and demonstrated
his radiotelegraph at an electrical
show in New York's Madison Square
Garden. He became known as the
father of radio, or wireleas
telegraphy, beating out Morse for
the honor. Some people peraist in
the idea that Marconi was the
patent holder on the radio that we
know today. This iz not true.
Marconi's invention was the
radiotelegraph and it was an
American scientist, Lee DeForeat,
who invented the radio.

In the interim between Moragls
telegraph and Marconi's telegraph,
a Scottish American scientist,
Alexander Graham Bell, nwvented
the telephone (in 1576). It departed
from the dots and dashes of the
telegraphic code and for the first
time in history the full sound of the
human voice with all its undulations
was transmitted over wires strung
on polea.

Or sizth mastermind in the fiald
of communications was Reginald
Fessenden, a Canadian broadcaster
who was first to transmit the sound
of the human woice without wires.
He believed, correctly, that radio
was worked by continuous waves



sent through the ether by the
tranamitting station, but had to
fight hitterly and alone to prove his
theories againat the strong protesta
of Marconi and others who thought
differently.

The final inventors were Lee
DeForest and Edwin Armstrong,
both Americans. DeForeat'a
contribution was the audion, a
vacuum tube device that made long
range reception possible. DeForest
st¥led himsaalf the "Father of Radio"
and historians agree that he
deserves that title.

Edwin Armstrong worked on
radio communications in the same
period of time as DeForest, In 1913
he invented electronic elrcuita
fundamental to modern radio,
talevision and radar. He later served
in the Simal Corps in both world
wars, DeForest and Armstong were
exceptionally intellipent, but they
led unhappy lives. As soon as the
infant radio industry began to make
money, they were involved in patent
lawsuits. DeForest went through
four marriages, had a number of
failed companies, was defrauded by
hiz busineas partners, and was once
indicted (but later acquitted) for
mail frauds.

Armstrong, who was plagued
from his early inventing days
onwards by legal battles with
corporationa over the rights to hia
inventions, committed suicide in
1954,

Beaders might like to know what
was said when these amazing new
inventions were made known to the
public.
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The pole line in the foreground wae an early telegraph instollation. This

A crvetal zet radio in the collection of the Atwater Kent Museum.
via Theodore Wiederseim

Samuel Morse, the inventor of
telegraphy, sent his firat message
over a utility line conatructed from
Washington to Baltimore in 1544,
He was the son of a Congregational
minister and what he said in IMMorse

Code was "What hath God
wrought?"
Reginald Fessanden, the

broadeaster, tested his new radio
equipment Christmas Ewve of 1906,
Hi= tranamitter was situated at
Brant Rock, Massachusetts and his
andience consisted solely of a small
number of wireleas operators on
ships in the nearby harbor, plus
some neighboring amatenur, or ham'
operators. The listeners were
amazed to hear Fessanden plaring
"Q Holy Night" on his violin and a
woman, Fessenden's wife Helen,

picture wos made circa 1850 to 1860 and wsed in Futhey & Cope’s
Hiztory of Chester County.

singing Christmas carols. The
program reached them over the
alrwaves without the use of wires.
About five years would elapse,
however, before full-fladged wireless
transmitting stationa were
constructed in the United States
and enough recelving setas ware sold
to make broadcasting feasible. Most
messages of thiz period were from
one ship to another or from ship to
shore which were places wires
strung on poles could not reach.
The loneliness experienced by
geafarers before they had radio
communications has been deacribed
by Karl Baarslag in SOS8 To The
Bescue, 1935, He wrote, "Until the
dawn of this centiry ships great and
emall zailed for distant ports and,
once they had passed over the
horizon, were lost to the world until
weeks or months later when they
were again sighted on share. Onee
out of sight of land those who went
down to the sea in ships belonged to
another world - a world of stark
loneliness and utter silence. Ships
burned or foundered in storms with
not a0 much as a whiaper reaching
land to tell their fate. The crew of a
sinking or burning ship fought their
battle for life, silently and alone.
Wireleas telegraphy with its magic
powers was to wrest from the sea its
ancient terror of silence and give
speech to ships which had been
mute since the dawn of navigation."
Omne of the first large commercial
radio stations on the east coast was



The radio operator on the Titanic
broodeast an SO8 which had been
officially adopted tn 1908 az éhe
universal distress call. SOS reploced

the previously weed signal, CQD.

called a Marconi Wireless Telegraph
station and was erected in 1910 by
John Wanamaker on the top of his
newly built department store.
Wanamalker's ooccupied a solid hlack
in centar city Philadelphia and the
radio aerial spanned the entire roof
The call number of the new station
was MHE, after 1922 WOO, and it
had both receiving and sending
apparatus. The aervices of this
station were especially appreciated
two wears later when the lnmury
steamship Titanic went down in the
icy waters of the MNorth Atlantic.

The crew of the ill-fated ship
obeerved maritime rules. When
loading the life boats women and
children were saved first and the
captain voluntarily went down with
hia sinking ship. When the ship
listed the radio operator on board
sent out the distress signal and
other ships and radio stations in the
coastal states received the message,
The steamship Carpathia, closest In
position to the Titanic, altered ita
course and arrived at the scene of
the disaster in time to rescue
passengers floating in lifeboats. Of
the 1600 on board the Titanic, some
of whom were the world's most
prominent persons, only 711 were
saved. Radio operators on the shore
who received the Morae Code
messages from the 5.5, Carpathia
sold them to the Hearst newspapers
for immediate dissemination.

Thomas Appleby, radio operator
at the Wanamaker station, has
written about his experience that
fateful daF and tells how he
remained at hia post and listened for
newa around the clock for sewveral
days after the disaster.

Besidents of the Phoenixville
area had their first indication that
they were on the verge of a new
glectronic age when a line of utility
poles strung with wires was erected
m the viclnity of Spring City. A
picture of the pole line may be sesn
in Futhey & Cope's History of
Chester County which was printed
in 1881, We believe those wires
carried telegraphic measages. The
only electricity in the area at that
date were the arc lights of Phoenix
Iron Company which used power
generated on the company property.
The undersized railroad locomotive
would suggest a date of 1850 to 1560
for the utility pole picture.

The Phoenixville area at the end
of the century already Thad
telaphones and phonographs but the
new radio you could listen to soon
surpassed in popularity all other
improvements. As the essayist, BE. B.
White, wrote, "Radio had a 'godlilke’
presence." In Phoenizville, as well
as in the rest of the nation, it
presided over the Thousehold,
changing the way people thought
and lived.

Only a few radio receiving sets
were In use in 1921. In 1922,
howewer, one hundred thousand
were produced, and half a million in
1923, That was the year the mail
order giant Sears Roebuck &
Company for the first time offered a
radio for sale. The price of $29.85
was a substantial sum considering
that a man's wool suit at that time
colld be purchased from the catalog
for only $7.60. Wanamaker's that

game vear was broadeasting music
from their world-famous grand
organ and selling receiving sets in
the store.

The first receivers were primitive
compared to modern radios, but
were the wonders of their day. A
ninety-year-old Phoenizville area
woman who remembers one that
delighted her family when she was a
child, tells us her father erected an
aerial on the roof. The set itsalf was
simply 4 slab of wood placed on a
table in the living room. Al the
mechanism was vigible. There waz a
piece of stone that looked like quartz
but was called a crystal on the left
side of the slab, and a twisted wire
called the cat's whisker on the right.
The object was to ‘tickle' the cryatal
with the whisker and if vou found a
sensitive apot Fou would hear a
gsound in the earphones you were
wearing. This might take a long
time s0 only the children of the
family had the patience to do it
When wou heard a voice, you called
the rest of the family and ther
passed the earphones from one to
another and pasped with
astonishment when they heard
volees plucked like magic out of the
air.

Chir newsletter publisher, Becky
Manley, says Ler ancestors had the
same experience, except that the
Hartmans invented their own
improvement on this aystem. Ther
put the earphones into a ocut glass
bowl and all who sat around the
table could hear the voices
simultaneously.

The Hartmaen Family amplifier



With receivers firmly established
in a large number of American
homes, more broadeasting stations
sprang up almoat overnight even in
places far removed from
metropolitan centers. By the mid
19208, two hundred stations were
broadcasting programs to  an
eatimated audience of over three
million. At that time Preaident
Herbert Hoover establizshed the
Faderal Communications
Commisgion and stations were given
new call letters for identification
purposes, Those on the eastern part
of the TUnited States generally
started with the letter W and the
western states started with the
letter K. Mo one knows exactly why.
Evervone agrees, howewver, that
EDEA in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
which opened in 1920, was the
pioneer commercial atation, since it
was the first to establish a regular
program. Entertainment material
was supplied via wire from remote
locationa to the EDEA studio that in
the beginning operated out of a tent.

It is claimed the firat commercial
was a ten-minute Jackson Heights,
MNew York real eatate announcement
that cost the advertiser $100.

Advertisers did not immediataly
flock to the new medium and for a
while station operators had a hard
time persuading businessmen to
change from newspaper, billboard
and handbill advertising and adopt
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Feene Radio on Gay Street. sold radio sets to our oncestors.

Arn attic treasure =8l in working condition,
courteay of Robert and Rebeeca Manley

the new way of reaching the public.
Broadeasting station operators
knew radio ads were effective when
a popular bandleader asked people
to call in for reservations and the
respondents were so numerous they
knocked out a telephone exchange.
Many of the early commercials
were devoted to the sale of rival
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brands of scap and the programs
that supported these adas were
gerials about distressing situations
in evervday life. That is why the
serials were facetioualy called 'soap
operas’ and modern television
varsions are simply 'the soaps.'

In the presidential election of
1916 Woodrow  Wilson, the
incumbent, ran against Charles
Evans Hughes. The American, a
MNew York City newspaper, inatalled
fifty telephone lines to report
glection results and one operator
forwarded the wote totala to Lae
DeForest at his experimental radio
gtation. DeForest broadcast the
results as they came in along with
patriotic aongs to fill up the air time.
It is believed he reached an audience
of 7,000 who at that date owned
receivers.

The United States declared war
on Germany shortly after Wilson
bepan his second term. Edwin
Armstrong, radio scientist, was one
of the army officers who went
abroad. He was in the Simal Corps
and while stationed in England
began research on a wayr to develop
radio controlled anti-aireraft puns.

Many more than the 7,000 who
received early election newsa in 1916
were listening on their crystal sots
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Sonia, Svivia and Lillian Normann. While s&ll attending Phoenizville
High School, the trio sang on radic and in perzon throughout the state.
Courteay of Svlvie Normonn Savage

when Warren Harding in 1920 ran
against Jamea M. Cox. The EDEA
Pittsburgh station had a direct
talephone line to the editorial room
of the Pittsburgh Post and listeners
within reach of this broadeasting
station learned shortly after
midnight that Harding had amassed
404 glectoral wvotes, which was
enough to win.

In the depression year of 1932
Franklin Delano Roosevelt defeated
the incumbent Herbert Hoover and
became president of the United
States, By this time radio coverage
of election news was commonplace,
Roosevelt had a charismatic
personality and he was able to lift
the spirita of the populace so they
might adjust to the hardships of the
economic downturn, He did this by
means of the radio, Politicians of a
previous era had kept in touch with
the peneral public with speeches
daelivered in public places and
printed the next day in the
newapapers. Roosevelt took a new
approach. He came right into the
voters' homes wia the radio and he
addresaed them as 'my friends.' His
intimate atyle enthralled listeners
regardless of political party and any
who did not already own a radio
went out and purchased one.

Roosevelt's speeches were called
'Fireaide Chats.! He made three
more during 1933 and sizteen

altogether in the rest of his firat
term. Az a result the usual flow of
lottera to the White House became a
torrent. Some placed Roosevelt's
picture beside their radios so that
they might see him as he spoke.
Roosevelt was re-elected in 1936,
1940 and 1944, He was our nation's
leader during the war years of 1941
to 1946,

Radio communications were
influential in securing an Allied
victory over the Mazi regime in the
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erry Gilkyeon in a group cal

socond world war, The radio kept
Americans alerted as to what was
going on and encouraged an all-out
effort on the home front. When, on
the afternoon of December 7, 1941,
radio announcers told startled
listeners the Japanese had attacked
Pear]l Harbar, it took less than threa
hours  before David Sarnoff,
president of Radio Corporation of
America and board chairman of
National Broadecasting Company,
gent a radiogram to Franklin Delano
Rooaevelt. "AN our facilitics and
personnel are ready at your insfant
szrvice. We await your commands.”

Mot all the history of the radio is
on the level of pure science. Much of
it has to do with show people and
how they provided popular
entertainment.

The first performers on radio
were former stars of vaudeville
gshows. For a short time at the
beginning ther were so intripued
with the new medium, ther
performed free of charge, but at a
later period radio and television
talent was well rewarded for
performances. Mames that older
readera will remember are
comedians Jack Benny, W.C. Fialds,
George Burns and Gracie Allen,
Eddie Cantor and the Marx
Brothers; also newacaster Lowell
Thomas. Preachers of many
different faiths and top politicians
also spoke eloguently into the
microphone.

led The Easy Riders. Scion of an old

Phoenixville family, Gilkyeson was well known ae a Hollyvwwood folkainger
and compezer of popular songs, many of which occupied top place
on the charéz as "hié funes.'



The Phoenixville area supplied
some very talented entertainers.
Sonia and Sylvia Normann, twins,
and older sister Lillian, three young
girls with pleasing wvoices, were
billed as the Normann Sisters. They
sang on radio and in person
throughout the state. They began
their mmaical career as tesnagera
attending Phoenizville High School
and were considered celebrities by
their classmates.

Hamilton H. (Terry) Gilkyson,
born in 1916, rose to stardom on the
radio as a composer of country
music. When he waa a child, the
Gilkysona lived in the Whitaker
mangion on the Mont Clare hill
Like many other Phoenizville
familiea they witnessed the wvery
beginning of radio that they tuned in
on their crystal sets.

All of Terry's family were
Phoenixville area notables. His
grandfather, Hamilton H. Gilkyson
Sr., published the town's newspaper,
The Daily Republican, and his
mother, Phosbe Huntsr Gillerson,
was a columnist for the paper. His
sister MNeal Thorpe, a
preservationist, founded  the
Schuylkill Canal Association. All of
them are descended from Joseph
Whitaker, Phoeniz Iron Company
superintendent, who built the Mont
Clare manaion sinee occupied by aix
penerations of the family.

After attending the University of
Pennsylvania for two years and then
taking over his father's mnsurance
business, young Terry decided his

real interest was in music. He
departed for California hoping to
promote his songs and start a career
as a folk singer. He composed his
songs in folk music style and
recordings were made by Decca
Records, Columbia Records, and
othera. One of Gilkyson's first
succassful records was "the Cry of
the Wild Goose," a number one hit
when sung by Frankie Laine in
1960. His infections, island-style,
"Marianne," iz perhapa hiz best
known record at the present day.
("Pretty Marianne, sitting by the
seaside sifting sand....")

During the 1960z he worked
extensively for the Walt Disney
studics. For one of his assignments
he was asked to compose
themeszonga for the movie "Jungle
Book" and in 1967 he earned an
(Oscar nomination for a song in that
show, "The Bare Mecessities." We
now divulge a secret: Terry had a
hidden resource. In one of Phoshe
Gillgyson's columns published in the
Daily Republican, his mother
revealed that Terry composed the
music for "Bare Necessities" but she
was the one who wrote the lyrics for
the top ranking song.

Technology bloasomed in the post
war vears. Television had been
available since 1933 but did not
come into general usage until a
much later date. By 1948 it was a
serious rival to radio. Television
required visual as well as audio
equipment generated by
electromagnetism and for a while
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A group of servicemen pozed for this picture made inside the

Tha Exening Phaanie Bantanngl B of 740 076

Valley Forge General Hoepital, Note the large case. Radios of this
tvpe are now sold oz onfigues.

was called radiovizion. The
invention of transistora changed the
entire industry, and present day
collectors of old radioa use 1947 as a
cut-off date. Only radics made
earlier than that date are considered
gennine antiques.

Back in 1906 Lee DeForest had
proudly declared that his invention,
the audion (vacuum) tube, would
never be replaced, but he was
wrong. In 1948 the first public
announcement of transistors was
made by Bell Laboratories and this
improvement eventually made the
vacuum tube obsolete. The new
invention also allowed radio
manufacturers to reduce the size of
their sets, Around 1966 for the firat
time radios were easily portahle and
were often taken to the beach. It was
not long hefore manufacturers
produced poclet sized radios.

Miniature components — for
reduced size electronic equipment
were made by Japaness firms and
their Sony producta were a
challenge to American
manufacturers including large firms
like RCA, General Electric, and
Phileo. At the present time
minlature electronic devices, bath
andio and visual, can be made small
enough that they can be used as a
new medical tool called the
endoscope. 4 tiny television camera
attached to a special tube is inserted
in the patient's body and the doctor
observes any irregularities that
need his attention.

Will wonders never ceasa?
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SIX-WEEK

HISTORY COURSE

he Society, in conjunction
T with  the  Phoenizville
Community Education
Foundation, recently presented a
six-week course in the “Barly
History of Phoenixville from 1713 to
1871." Twenty-one participants met
each Tueaday evening from Cetober
T to Movember 11 at the Phoenix-
ville Area Middle School.

Jack FErtell, board member,
organized the courae and he engaged
twelve other society members to
teach it. The outline of the course
followed the series of historical
events related in Samuel W.
Pennypacker's Annals of Phoeniville
and fts Vicindty. In addition to
lectures there was a tour of our
society’s headquarters uilding. Jim
Dornberger, a descendant of the
Anderaon family, Barbara Cohen,
executive director of PAEDCO and
Betsy Daley, executive director of
the Schuylkill Canal Association,
ware featured speakers. For the
final session on the War of the
Bebellion, members Ryan Conroy
and Scott Houting wore Civil War
uniforms.

Graduates of the courae were
mven complimentary copies of the
third edition of the Annals.

DAVID FREES'
‘| NEW BOOK I8
AVAILABLE

he Lanpage of Parenting: Building
Great Family Relationships at All
Ages by David M. Freea III of
Malvern, Pennsylvania has this
endorsement on the back cover:
“The Langnage of Parenting is an

exciting, upbeat, and compelling
review of ideaz for enhanced
communication and relationships.
Frees’ clear, concise, and
enthusiastic writing is hard to resist
and thia inaspiring and practical
guidebook for parents reveals skills
and strategles every reader will use.”
[Frederick Wirth, MDD, Associate
Clinical Professor of Pediatrics,
Tufts University School of Medicine]

The book iz published by Red
Wire Press, PO Box 507, Malvern,
PA 193856, internet  access
www. redwirepress.com.

NEW MAJOLICA
BOOK IN PROCESS
book  entitled Etruscan
N [Majolica by Dimitrios N,
Bastas is nearing complation.
Etruscan majolica, often included in
larger works, finally will have its
own reference bool, The author, who
livea in New Jersey, learned about
HSPA through our web site and
received a great deal of help from the
society. Besides pictures of
individual pileces in HEPA's
collection, he will use photographs of
workers, a picture of the kilns at
Church and Starr Strects and a
hird's eye view map of Phoenixville.
We also put at his dispozal the
information in an original formula
book and the Weidner's Etruscan
Catalog. Idr. Bastas was very much
interested in our fragments and
molds recovered in the late 1990s
when the Borough of Phoenioville
was refurbishing the storm drain at
the foot of Starr Street.
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EKINZUA VIADUCT

he world famous Einzua
T Viaduct was built by
Phoenix Bridge Company
when Adolphus Bonzano was chief
engineer. The wrought iron strue-
ture, although light and spidery in
appearance, was strong enough to carry
the Mew York, Lake Erie & Westarn
Railroad acrosa the narrow valley of
the EKinzua Creck in the mountainous
regions of northwrestern Pennsylvania.

Erection of the viaduct started
May 10, 1852 and it was complated
in ninety-four working days. It was
higher than any other railroad
viaduct then in existence and was
proclaimed to be the eighth wonder
of the world Because of heavier
trains with bigger loads toward the
end of the century, Phoeniz Bridge
Company replaced the wronght iron
with steel in 1000,

The railroad company discontinued
this route in 1953, but visitors still
came to aege the giant trestles and it
remained as a tourist attraction
with excursion trains crossing and
recrossing the tracks at their lofty
height. At length the viaduct became
unsafe  because of maintenance
problems and was closed to trains, but
part of it remained open to pedeatrians.

In 2002 public clamor to save
what remained of the wviaduct re-
sulted in a rencvation effort expect-
ed to cost $12 million dollars. While
work was In progresa a tormado ripped
through the wvalley last July and
destrored the entire mid-section,
toppling eleven of the steel towers.

Most likely this is the end of
Bonzanc's world renowned struc-
ture. We'll await further news from
western Pennsylvania.
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