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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 18, 2002

he twenty-fifth anniversary
T dinner meeting will take
place  Wednesday, Sep-
lember 15, 8t the Columbia Station,
4 Bridge Street. A cash bar will open
at 6:00 PM and dinner will be served
at &30 PM. Please respond to your
invitation promptly as  late
reservations are hard b handle.
After dinmer . Ward Vinson, a
rekirad history professor from Bucks
County Community College, will
entertain us  with @ program
entitled, *Bringing History to Life*
Vingon  impersonates  George
Washington. He drosses to soit the
role and after a detniled study of sur
first president’s lifz and times, he
talks to his audienee as Washington
himzell might have spoken. Vinson
appears frequently at functions in
Valley Forge Park, Qur membars

will find he 15 aspecially outapoken il
vou ask what he thinks of a
compatriot, Thomas Jeffaraon.

""ll"“l i bt
K, Ward Vingon as
George Washington

FLEA MARKET
OCTORBER 5, 2002

he date of our October flea
T arket falls on the same day
as the Eiwanis Club's Fall

Featival g0 we are joining with tham
at their Community Thy festivities
in Reeves Park, Activitios continue
from 10:00 in the morning until 3:00
in the afternoon on Saturday,
Dctober the Gth. We will set up flea
market and bake sale tables there in
the early morning,

David Frees would like our
members to bring salable iteins to
the secinl hall at Chureh and Main
Streets on the praceding Thursday
and Friday evenings, 7:00 PM to
%00 FM, o drop them off on the
Wednesday and Friday that the

office and musenm are open. For
pick up service, call Dave Frees at
610-933-4950 or 610-933-9177.
Baked goods may wait until
Saturday morning,

BREAKING NEWS
ews has juet reached us that

N microfilmed newspapers for
the 1940s are ready for
researchers at HSPA. Included in
this peried iz the encrmous 1949
Centennial iseue of The Phaenix,

MNewspapars of the 1950 will
now be gent to the company that
does this warle. If funding continues
ag it has so far, the whole project
may be completed by the end of the
year.

SAVING SCHUYLKILL
SCHOOL

pelition drawn up by Sandr
ﬂ_ Momyer and Jeanne Brawn
wis presented  to the
Phoenixville Area Bchool Board
asking them to spare the stone part
of the Schuylkill Elementary school
building at the eorner of Pothouse
and White Horse Roads, Signere of
the petition believe that the present
building could be renovated and
enlarged rather than torn down to
make way for an entirely new
building on the lot. Graduates of the
school, and there are many, have a
santimental interest in preservation
of this aite,

DIGITAL COPIER
his i the seecond issue of our
T newsletter that has been
printed on our pew digital
eopier. The technically advanesd
machine saves time, and the
publication ¢an  be produced

completely in the office without
recouese b an outside printar,

Vigsit HEPA on the web!

www.voicenet.com/ dstav




wenty  five years have
L—[‘ elapsed since the day in
September of 1977 that a
group of  Phoepixvillians  got
together and decided the Borough
sheuld form a local institution with
the name of "Historical Society of
the Pheenixville Arca (FISPAL" The
first president was a 38-year old
regident, David M. Frees, Jr, who
had served on the recently
dishanded committes that directed
the town's Bicentennial Celebration
in the year 1976,

Upan dishanding, the
Bicentennial Committes turned over
to the new organization some
remaining funds and other assets,
one of which was all unsold copies of
Pennypacker’s ANMNALS, which
they had reprinted and sold at a
nominzl fee.

Three years later the Pastor and
Church Couneil of the Central
Lutheran Church arranged with

President David Frees to use for his
historical society the old church
building their congregation vacated
when they merged with St. John's
Lutheran Church on St John's
Circle. & price was decided upon and
the Church agreed to hold a no-
interest mortgage. Dodger Rapp,
who had served a3 our second
president and had made the first
mortgage pavment, terminated the
indebtedness in September of 1995
by making one last morigage
payment taken from his own pocket,
The complete atory of what was
accomplished by those dedicated
early volunteors hag been published
in our newsletter, Volume 21,
Mumber 1 of September, 1957,

Cur society's headquarters 1s an
historic structure that ccoupies a
central position in our partially
revitalized stee]l town. It did not
meet the fate of some other
Phoenixville treasures, such a5 the
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Beeves mansion, the Armory, and
General Pike Hotel, which ware
razed in modern times. Our Society
wag able to keep the old church in
good repair so it escaped the
wreeking ball,

Some people believe there 15 no
lenger an interest in history hecausa
of fewer history courses offered in
the achools, but this iz not the caze.
There has never before been as
much interest in history as what we
have at present. Think of all the new
historical societies that have made
their appearance in Chester County,
Think of the Schuylkill Greenway,
which is a stretch of green Jand on
both sides of the Schuylkill River
that commemorates the historic
indugtries that once flourished
there. Consider, too, the fact that in
our corner of Penneylvania, bwo
large new buildings are in the
planning stage or already under
consiruction: the hundred-million-
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dollar  Constitution Center  in
Philadelphia, and a center with the
eame budget in nearby Vallay Farge
that is to house the largest callaction
of Revolutionary War memaorabilia
in the nation,

Revitalization of Phoenixville at
the present date, 2002, has
progeessed Lo the point where we
have & town center in the old iron
and steel foundry buoilding, a
working theatre, upseale
resbournnts and  well-patronized
new shops, most of them selling
ankiques. We also have the oye
catehing mural and on the outskirts
of town that very special Chester
County  landmark, Moore Hall,
HESPA 15 striving to improve our own
huilding and owr service to the
public s0 that we will be revitalized
along with the town.

What the public expects to find in
an historical society ia first aof all
information about family ancestors
a0 they can trace their lncage.
Tnformation about historic erents is
another requirement and is useful to
students working an school papers
and schelars of all types including
authors of history baoks,

A second responsibility of an
historical society is the social affairs
that bring members together and
pay for day-to-day expenses. From
our start in 1977, members have
excelled in this activity.

Those dedicated early velunteers
got right to work amasszing all the
data they could find for genealogists,
Same of it they obtained by frequent
viziig to our parent organization, the
Chester County Historical Society at
West Chester (CCHS), thalt was
organized in 1893, That same date
CCHS started a news clip file, now
one of their meat used resources.

The reprinted copies of the
ANNALS were an invaluable aid to
the newly established HSPA, That
ok, incidentally, was writken by a
2T-year-sld  lawyer, Znmuel
Whitaker Pennypacker, Esg, who
was describing his beloved home
town, Phoenixville, and who wsed
information collected by his father,
Dr. leaac Fennypacker. Some of the
incidents in the book come from
astories told to the doctor by eldecly
patients whose memories went back
1o the very early days of the provinee
of Pennsylvania,

Pennypacker was a meticulous
warler, a treit that was in his favor
when he became Governor of the
Commonwealth. He wrote in his
foreward, *If in eonsequence of my
efforts ane name shall be preserved
from oblivion, or 2 single fact shall
be remembered that would have
been forgotten, I shall be amply
rewarded.” MNames were important
in those daya to genealogists, just as
they are today,

The 18805 volunteers received
many danations of artifacte for oor

l..

H. Brent Bamberger, current president and

transportation and education, black
history, wars and reenazctors of
wars, and natural history. Following
is a capsule discussion of each,

STEEL

The manufacture of iran and
steel and the operations of the
Ploenix Bridge Company continued
without interruption from 1790
until 1987, It was Phoenixeille’s
proudest endeavor. At the height of
its succass, Phoenix Iron Company
employed over 2,000 men at the
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David M. Frees, our Founder and first president

muegeum  which they studied,
catalopued and displayed, and those
objects ever since have helped
resesrchers to underatand subjects
that intercst them.

Our main wrchival  files now
contain hundreds of files labaled
‘GenealogpFamily Name,” We have
obitusriea from local papers an card
filee in  alphabetical order
Obitugries and Family Data can
alzo be searched in the microfilm
collection of Phoenixville news-
papers from 1871 through the 19303
and from Octobar 1978 through
Jung 1894, The readerfprinter
makes copies feasible,

The topics that meke wup
Phoenixville's histery fall naturally
into certain categories: 'Steel’
because we nre a steel town, and
other 19th century industries
including  the  history  of

large plant that stretehed out along
the borders of the French Creek as
far as the Schuylkill River. The
industriol piont penerated wealth
far  atoeckholders, officers  &nd
employess, and  contributed
immeasurably to the growth and
prosperity of the entire town, The
distribution of this product wes so
univeraz]l that the brand mark
“P.LECo" impressed oo atesl
structurcs may be seen in most
parts of the civilized world,

More space in our archives and
mussum is devoted (o iron, steel and
bridges than to any other topic of
research, though we still have only &
part of the tetal amount of
documents concerning this industry
that were sceumulated over the
meny  yeara and  stored  in
Phosenixville. When Phoeniz Iron
Company experienced straifensd

Faober Deger photo




i

Ly Wk -

crcumstancas some yeara back, a
large consignment of reconds was
transferred to The Hagley Museum
and  Library of Wilmington,
Delaware, for safekeeping. Hagley
specializes in  the history of
America's industries.

We are able 1o serve most
researchers who study the subject,
but refer many of them to Hagley for
mare detailed investipation, and
Haglay currently has  better
facilitiea  for  coluloguing and
preserving docwments snd making
them available to the public.

Qur archives have & considerable
atock  of material on  minor
industrics associated with iron and
steel, such ms the manufacture of
boilers, small bridges, east iron
shoves, el

COPPER, BRICK,
TEXTILES &
POTTERY

Other important industries like
copper, brick, textiles and pottery
likewise received our attention. A
few years ags & number of inquiries
ware made to the Society about the
cxuck location of copper mines active
here in the 1360s and ‘T0s The
callers hid learned that copper ores
were extracted from the earth at
mines o the vicimity of Williams
Corner and processed into metal at

the Wheatley & Harvey Schuyllill

Young ladies at woerk in Byree Knitti

. had been built on

Copper Works located on the
Sehuylkill River downstream from
Franch Cresl. Unfortunabely houses
land  that
afterwards developed sinkholes, and
just s was feared, we found that
their building Iots were on top of the
mining aperations,

Bricks have been manufactured
by the McAwor family since 1884
along the Schuvlkill River esst of
the Boreugh line. Earlier this vesr
Tim and Mancy MeAvoy presented
an  @llustrated lecture at the
quarterly meeting of our society and
related the story of how Tim's
ancestor discovered a large deposit

ne Mill (1810 photo, Homecomieg Bool)

of suitable clay and relocated a
Philadelphia brick business to this
area. The MeAvoy Vitrified Brick
Company iz active to this day.

TEXTILES

Those large four-story  com-
mercial buildings, now converted to
other uses, were onee knitting mills
and are about the only testimony we
have that Phoenixville was for many
yenrs tha home of & thriving textile
enterprise. J.C. snd William H.
Parsons snd Charles . Baker
owned the building at Hall and
Lincoln Awvenue. Thomar F. Byroe

An old-fime one-roem schos! howse now rencuated

and psed s a dwelling &y Jounne Brown

4




owned the building on IMorgan
Slreet and Lineoln Avenue, Both
made ladies’ underwear and quite a
numher of knitted cotton products,
Byrne, for instance, made corset
laces and slk and cottan shoe faces,,
Best selling of his designs was one
ealled “Sovggies," whose popularity
apanned the continent. Snuggies
would be considered bulky and
uncomfortable today, bist the homes
of our ancestors were poorly heated
and for the women of that time, thay
gupplied mueh needed wintertime
comfort. Byrne, as the picture
showe, employed women tn aperata
machinery in his mill, Qur archives
ara lueky to have imapes showing
the inside as well 45 an exterior view
of the mill. Those whe think ‘Rosie
the Rivater," of World War IT fame,
wae the firat woman in the work
world should sec our picture of
young ladies worlking in thie mill.

POTTERY

Specimens of pottery produoeed in
Phoenixville were exhibited at the
world famous Centennial Industrin]
Fair held in Pairmount Park,
Philadelphiz, in 1876,

For many years local potters had
dug clay from deposits  found
batwaen Phoenixville and Cedar
Hellow and they had maolded it into
firebricks to ling the furnaces of the
steel company and fashioned it into
all manner of household utensila.

I the period between 1880 and
1800 iran company superintendent
Jobn Griffen’s two sons, William
and Harey, with two partners, mads
a highly deenrative hand painted
pottery which they called 'Etruscan’
majolica using this same clay and
secrat-formula glazes to further
enhanee its beanty. Our Socioty
owng a sizable collection and last
wear loaned some of it to CCHS for a
gpecial exhibit of earthenwars that
hod been producsd in Chester
County.

TRANSPORTATION

H3FA's  archival  material
includes a great deal of information
about the two major railrsads, the
Reading and the Pennsylvania, that
were indispensable to our residents
and our local induatries during the
19th and 20th centuries,

William DD, Middleton's boak

A tombatone in the Hungarian section
af Morris Cemetery.

Landmarks ax the fron Rogd (1999)
containe some very interesting
anecdotas  abowut this means of
transportation. The author has
reseprehed for his books in eur
archives, and in one case named our
Society in his credita.

Pheenixville alen had two trelley
lines, wo¢ne traveling between
Phoenixville and Valley Forge, and
the other between Phoeeninville and
Spring City. A realiatic mock-up of
the fictional Toonerville Trolleyr
made famous by a Fantaine Fox
cartoon strip wae placed om the
tracks of the Phoenixville to Valley
Forge trolley line in the 19203 g0 the
Lubin Film Company of Betawesd,
Pennsylvania, could shont
Toenerville Trolley flms, Seven
primts exist today and one was
shown at an HSFA quarterly
meeting,

FPhoenixville's  interest  in
railronds ie demeonstrated each
Christmas  sesson  when  the
Schuylkill Valley Model Railroad
Club puks on an exhibit in the
basament of the mansion at 400
Sowth Main Strect. It invariahly
draws a large erowd of enthusiastic
children with their dads.

EDUCATION
Instrucking the public about loeal
history is a chief concetn of our
Society. We try to make sure adulks
and schoalchildren  alike koow
everything there is 1o know about
the place they call home.

g

The Phoonixville area's first
schoolhovses include the substantial
buildings erected in town and the
one-room  achoolhouses  of  the
surrounding  region, 0ld record
books from same of these schoosls
have been donated Lo us by disteict
diractors because the information is
helpfal to genealogists.

The term "Educalion’ alse spplies
be  the many occasiona when
teachers  and  students have
interacted with the Society.

Cathy Eeck, a teacher at Motre
Dame Academy, computerized a
course aimed ot seventh graders
that involves students in their
environment. She sppealed to gur
society  for  infermatien  and
borrowed from una a Jack Sheokle
drawing of 8 mule deawing » bargs
ag an illuetration for her program.

Beverly Sheppard, a teacher and
a former directar of Chester County
Historical Society, addressed one of
our  quarterly  meetings.  Mrs.
Sheppard  aided the cause of
cducation by urging eallaboration
bebween schoals and moussums,

A college thesis, Immigrant
Lobor and the Phospiz  Tron
Company, 1840 - 1840, was pro-
pared not long age by a Wost
Chestar University history major
ueing information he abtained in our
archives. Groups of Girl Seouts have
vigited our Museum in pursuit of
Local Lore badges.

Becky Manley in recent yeoars
developed a program suitable for the
little students from the Phoonixville
Ares Hindergarten Center and in
1998, 300 visited  our museum.
Around the same number came in
each of the following vears, The little
ones #it on the floor and listen
attentively. Becky i3 an cxcellent
taacher. She knows how to haold
their attention and she has designad
a little @&t book for the youngsters
to take home with them.

Bookletz published by and for
grade schosl students are: third
praders, Second Avenue and
Barkley Schools, The History of
FPhoenixville, June 1992; fourth
graders, Second Avenue and
Barkley Scheols, A Pheerixuille
dourney,  Past. Present.. Future,
1993; Rebecea Monley leaflat, ofusr
Me and My Town; and an
information matching game.
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Sherley Whyte impersoniaiing
‘Wancy,” a slave in the pre-
Revelutionury Potts Family
mangion (Hetds Rosato drawing)

CHURCHES AND
CEMETERIES

One of our main avenues is
named Church Strest and one
reason wWe are blessed with 3o many
of thetn in our general area is our
ethnic diversity,

The most admired feature of old
churches is the stained ploss
windows, St Anns ROC. has
windows imported from Munich,
Germany, and St, Petar's Epiacopal
hae two Meyers windows that are
also German imports. St. Paul's
Metsorial Church in Oaks has a
stained glass window made in
America by no less an arkist than
Luis Comdort Tiffany,

Qur  own  church, Central
Lutheran, has windows marked
with the names of donors and they
areé all familiar Phoenixville family
names, and our  headguarcters
building haa anather rarity, an old-
fashioned pipe segan, Zion Lutheran
Chureh in Eset Pikeland Township
has a truly remarkable treasure, a
pipe oegan built by the master

craftaman David Tanneoberg in
1781, It was earefully nourtured
throughout the suecceding yeara
and aftar a recent. restoration is now
in perfect working condition.

Cemeteries OICE exigted
alongside of Phoenixwilles ald
churches until the Morris Cemetery
on Nult Food was established in
1861, Semetime after that date the
Central Lutheren relinquished their
cemetery and most of the coffins
wer reinterred in Marris Cemetory,
The grave of an ancestor of Qwen J,
Raberts, whose name was given toa
nearby school digtrict, was afected
by thia move, At n later date,
degcendants  of Dr.  Isaac
Pennypacker, who had been burded
at Central Lutheran Cemetery,
discovered that the decter had two
grave markers. One was standing
agminst  the wall at  Central
Lutheran and the ather was on a
grave at  Morris  Cemetery.
Apparently, when reinterring the
beloved  doctor, relatives had
vrdered a larger marker for his new
resting placa.

One  saction  of the Morris
Cemetery containa the graves of
immigranis from Hungary whao
came ta this country lo work at
Phoenix  Iron  Company., The
inzeriptions on some of the marhle
grave markers are beooming
indecipherable, and rubbings should
bt mads and stored in owr archives
so this information iz not lost
forever.

BLACK HISTORY

Sales of Alex Halays 1976 book,
Roats, were 50 brisk, his publication
hes besn jokingly called ‘Haley's
Comet.' The wildly popular novel
had the effact of making our nation
aware of an educational void. The
hiatory of African Americans’ arrival
in America had not been taught in
our sehaals,

Among the leaders of the move to
corvect this omission waes a young
BElack, Charles Blockeon, associated
with Temple Untversity, and, as aur
older membera will recall, Blockson
spoke at one of our very firat
quarterly meetings, Ie told us that
Phoenixville played an important
role in the Underground Railroad,
snd that the Friends' Meeting
House at Corner Storee was a

i

vallving  point  for
Abalitionsis,

Shirley Whyte, 2 local historian
from Pobtstown, recently did her
part to teach Black history when she
impersonated a slave girl, Naney,
whio lived with the Joha Potts family
in pre-Bevolutionary times. The
réenaciment in which she
participated took place in the
restored  mansion,  Pottegrove
Manor, as part of Pottstown's 250th
anniversary calebration,

WARS AND
REENACTORS

A large body of information is
stored at HEPA about loonl citizens
who were drafted into the service
during the many wars our natian
has suffered, We also have dats
abaut the effect wars have had on
our chief manwfacture, iron and
steal.

Currently a good deal of intarest
in military history is generated by
reenactors who wear authentic
copies of uniforms and camp out in
groups thot imitate the camp life of
eoldiers, Some of these history-
oriented enthusiasts impersenate
hersic figures of the past.

Always ready to perform at
HEPA functions is a group called the
‘Bucktails,” which was a name used

GQuaker

Decky Monlay and sor, Was,

whose aneestor, Samuel Vandarslics

fought with the original 150th,
pase for & tntype photo,



by Company F, 150th PA Valunteers
during the Civil War, Page 225 of
the ANNALS relates that a
datachment of Phoenix Iron
Company volunteers under the
command of Lt. C. W, Sears joined
Company F in Aupgust of 1862, Tho
term ‘hucktail’ comes from oo
ornament they wore in their cope.

Becky Manley and her son, Wes,
are Civil War reenactors, members
of the Bucktzils, whoe have
performed at Ciwil War
reepactments and living histories
such a3; Meshaminy State Park,
Pennypacker Mills, Prandywine
State Park, and Landis Valley
Museum, Becky  wears  the
reproduction dress of a eivilian, and
Wes an Army private.

HEPA members, Joe and Dianne
Canroy and family, are devotess of
this type of living history. All of them
are involved with the Buckiails,

WHERE WE NOW
STAND
1997 - 2002

In 1997 Peter Brown started his
aecond term as Society president. He
was followed by Becky Manley 1990-
2001. H. Brent Bamberper was
elected to the office in 2001, During
that period the Society took a plant
step forward, We had sold nearly sl
our copies  of Pennypacker's
ANNALS, s0 we reprnted 1,000
mare ANNALS, Our late chief
archivist, Laura Robb, underwrote
most of the project, The reprint,
unlike the first two printings of the
book, has & handsome paper dust
jacket, and it sells for $22.00.

Upon the recommendation of
Stacey Swigart, HSPA applied for a
place in the Museum Assessment
Program (MAP) snd an outside
expert, working under the auspices
of the American Asaaciation of
Muegeuma, came to Phoenixville Lo
study our situation and cutline ways
we CAnN Improve our service to the
public,

Asguming poseession of the
entire church building, parsonape
and grounds was the reason for aur
next project. The eongregation that
hod rented the sanctuary for
Sunday services moved to another
lecation and we spread sut over the
newly acquired space. We improved
the building with a new bathroom,

Three cousing, Bol Deger, Junet Linn, and Jim Denithorne, standing on a
bridge butlt by their ancestor, Captl. Jolin Denithorne

new floor tiles, and new chaira for
the office donated by Bill Dee, The
serurity system was enlarged and a
more impressive and mare visible
sign was erected at the corner of
Mein and Chureh Streets. We
purchased {wo new computers with
geanners and s digital copying
maching,

The importance of preserving
that wvaluable resowrce, the daily
newspapers, was another concern,
and the project is now well
underway with the help of private
donatione and the assistance of
Phoenixville area high school
reunion  classes  whe  take
respensibility for newspapers of
their graduating year.

WHAT WE PLAN
TO EECOME

Our plan for the future is to make
our Spclety an institution capable of
fully serving the storvhook place
Phoenixville will be when the
foundry building is tenanted, the
steal  property i3 tastefully
developed, and the fown 15
completely revitalized. To do this,
we would like to double our
membership and make our building
ADA-pecessible. We intend to have
historical seminars open to the
public along with genealogical

[

research seminars, and o expand
our ipvolvement in  community
BOLErpPrises,

When you inwite friends to join
our Society, as we hepe you will, tell
them it can be fun. Some of our
membere have hean reunitad with
long-lost relatives as a result of
genealagical searches made in our
archives. This happened to & par
named Brazell who met a Southern
couple of their same lineage who
was closely related to them,

Another hoppy reanien sccurred
when Bob Deger met a cousin, Janat
Linn, through HSPA records. Mra.
Linn lives in MNew Hampshire and
Baob and Elaine go there sometimes
for visits, Heb and hig eousin, the
late Jim Denithorne, posed for a
pieture with Janct Linn during one
of her visits here. They stoad on the
bridge that takes Wilson's Ford
Road across the Valloy Creek in
Valley Forge Park. This bridge was
built by Captain Jehn Denithorne, a
comunon ancester of all three of
them. The captain had built the
metal truss structure many vears
ago using steel made by Pheenix
Iron Company.



MEMEERSHIP
REPORT
ﬁ hearty welcome to new

members Alice Sawder, Mr.
and Mrg, Frank Young, Joe
MeFarlane, Eric MeAvoy, Anna
Denfald, James Powell,

Me=. W. Mifflin Large joined as
CONTRIBEUTOR.

With regret we ropert the deaths
of Margarel Foddis and Edward
Reynolds,

Phoenixville TFederal Savings
resewed a5 a CONTRIBUTOR.
MNerfera Pureell & Mr, & Mrs.
Richard Riehter reoewed their
memberships as FRIDNDS.

HSPA SUMMER
INTERNSHIP

an Schulman, & senior at
L‘B Conestoga High School who
will ba attending William &
Mary College s a history major,
spent- part of his summer as an
intarn at HEPA. President Pete
Bambarger introduced Ben to all
parts of our museurn and archives
and saye the acholar liked archival
wark maost. HSPA plans to continue
this internchip next year,

LIBRARY PARTY

formal event celabrating the
ﬂ_ 100th anniversary of the
Phoenixville Public Library
will be hald Sepiember 28, 2002,
Guests will be grested by an
impersonator of Andrew Carnegie,
the library's benefactor, and will be
given a complimentary history of the
inetitution based on the story
originally published in our Junc

MYSTERY HOUSE
e hope some reader will help
W ug identify the location of a
bouse on a picture posteard
thot wos donated to HEPA in 1999
and filed in ocur archives, We have
Just discovered the location, “NW
Corner of Muin and Hall Stroets™
typed oo our file card is incorrect.
The messape on the back of the
pusteard indicates that the house is
in Pheenixville and that it was
onamed *Rase Lawn,™ Women with
the first names of Chavlotte and
Edith lived there. MNote that the
house has four dermer windows, faur
shuttered windews across the second
floor, two windows and two doars at
ground level. Dees it still stand? And
if 80, where is it?

Precident Pete Brown boarded a
canee last June and paddled dawn
river with 160 other travelers. We
hope he had better lock than
another of our members, Jamey
HKoury, who pariicipates with his
father, John A Koury, Jr., Eaq,
avery vear and each trip they fall
victim to 'strminers,' which are low
limbs on riverbaok trees that [ift
unwary paddlers from their seats in
the canoes and cast them into the
water,

LOOKING BACK

ur traditional social funckon,
@ the anoual Strawberry

SCHUYLEILL
S0OJO0URN
t long last we can repart that
EE& membera of our socety have
participatad in tha
Sehuylkill River Sojourn. Past

Featival, was enjoved this
year by the largeat number that had
ever attended. The party was first
hosted on the lawn at Main and
'I::|:u|r\q_:|::| Btrests in 1884 hj." Ehu:rlfh
members  of Central Lutheran,
Dawid Frees retained the Lawn party
as an HIPA annual affair and our
Seeiety has prepared the traditional
strawberry dishes every wear since
our first party in 1980, ‘This year the
festival added $L400 to our
treasury.
A relatively  oew  way  of
promoting local history, the Town
Tours and Village Walks, used
Pheenixville as a visitation place the
evening of August 1st. Claae to 200
people disregarded the heat wave
and stopped at six of our historic
sites, ending up at our museum for
an ice cream treat. Peg. Tronk says
the tour geera expressed great
interest in everything they saw at
HEPA and gave rave ratings to the
whaole Phoenixville experience.
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