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MARCH MEETING

| he quarterly meeting will

T be held on Wednesday,

| March 13, at 7:30 #M in the

old Church Sanctuary on the floor

above our Social Hall at Church and
Main Streera.

William- C. Kashatus fram the
Chestar County Historical Society
will be our speaker and his topic is
The Underground Railroad. Mr,
Eashatus hes only recently set up
a mew exhibit in hiz society's
History Center in West Chester
which will remain on view unil
Decambar 31, 2002.

Hesidents of Phoenixville kake
pride in the fact that anme of our
prominent men, Elijah  Penoy-
pecker, was highly active in the
anti-slavery cause, and many other
active agents lived nearby including
Emmer Eimber, the schoolteacher,
end Jobhn Viekers, the potter.
A baak on the subjact by the Gamous
William Still may be consulted at
the Phoenixville Library. 5till was a
fiee black member of the Phila-

delphia Vigilance Commities who
helped the slaves resettle or

continue on to Canada.

John Kellev, Librarien, holding the
Dol by Williem ST entiéled
History of the Underground
Rail Road, Philadelphic, 1872

STRAWEBERRY
FESTIVAL - JUNE 1ST

T he Strawberry Featival,

partake of a delicious repasi
prepared by HSPA's officers and
staff, They will be served our
specialty which 15 sirawberry
sherteake and ice cream or they may

MAJOLICA SHOW
ecky Manley, our Museum
B Director, is planning =
special showing of Etruscan
majolica for some time later this
year, and hopes members will
tondider loaning or donating pieces
20 that we will have a large display,
She especially likes items with the
G5H mark on the reverse side. Any
items relating to the GEH potzery
wauld also be weleome.

As pur eeaders know, many
nieces from owr HEPA collection
were loaned to Chester County
Historical Sectety last year for an
exhibit, “Molded, Dipped, and
Glazed: Ceramics of Seuthesstern
Pennsylvaniz." These have been
returned and will now be displaved
it their hometawn.

STORE TAPES

& gure L Save stare apes

L-B fram CGenuard’s and the

Acme Marksts and tuen

them in to our staff member, Joanne

Beown, She s able to make worth:

while purchases for our Society with
the rebate they earn.

HSPA's bipgest avent of the

vear, will take place on the
lawn adjoining our headquarters
building &t Church and Main Strect.
The party will start oficially at 10 in
the moming although flea markec
tables may et up eariier, The date
is Saturdsy, June 1st, the same day
as the FAME, celebration spon-
gored by the Borough so that
patrans of both parties will have the
extra pleasure of going from one to
the other. Society members and
evaryone in town are invited to

buy strawberries in any form. There
will be & flea marke:, clown, games
for the children, craft tables, and a
Lippincott Gallery art show. Please
note: yolunteers, young and old, will:
b :Hnd.ad Fur this event.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museium are open
Wednesdays and Fridsys betwesn
9 a¥ and 3pM and are also open
the first Sunday of every manth
batween 1 and £ PA
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours,

Visit HSFA on the web!

www.ovoicenet.com’ dstay



The Iron Horse

iy of

the Stean Locomg w

By Miriam C‘Ie‘gﬁ

LOCOMOTIVE NUMBER 1211 WORKED ON THE TRACKS 'I-'I-"ITHH-"
THE P.LOOMPANY GROUNDS WITH ENGINEER AND FIREMAN.

Hlenn Cagle photo.

n that fateful day, circa 1830,
O that a steam locomotive was
unloaded from a sailing ship
at the port of Philadelphia, horse-
drawn locomotion began to decline,
Only two decades later a large
percentage of freizht and a few of
the passengers formerly moved by
horsepower were transported by
stearn power, and the treins of
railread cors with their steam
engines were @ commen sight in
Chester County, The new way of
traveling was readily accepted by
the people of Pheenixville, and they
called the smoke-belehing metal
locomotive, “The Iron Horse.”

Our early steam locomotives
were purchpsed from manufacturers
in England where railroads that
served the public had been in
operation  since 1826, The
irmportation made it possible for
Ameriea to have a steam railroad
running betwsen Philadelphia and
Baltimore in 1828, The nascent lina
was the foreranner of the mighty
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.

Two years later plane were made
for a orailread to go  from
Philadelphia to Columbia, a town an

the Susquehanna River west of the
city of Lancaster. The Fhiladelphia
& Columbia Railroad would later
become a part of the celebrated
Penoeylvania Railroad.

In the infaney of the Philadelphia
& Columbia line, treins of cars were
pulled by locometives from their
main depot st Third Strest near
Callowhill Strest as far as the
covered wooden bridge that spanned
the Schuvlkill River at Market
Street. Here the cars were detached
from their locomotives and horses
pulled them arress the bridgs. There
was a steep bluff, the Belmont Hill,
on the far side of the bridge
neceesitating an arrangament called
an inclined plane which was not
unusual in the early davs of
railroads, At the fop of the inclined
plane was a shed about 200 feet long
that coversd two tracks and housed
machinery for lifting or lowering
trains by means of cables, Power
was gupplied by stationary steam
engines. When the cars of the
Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad
arrived at the summit of Belmont
Hill, they were attached to another
locomative that pulled them to their
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terminal at Columbiz oo the
Susquehanna River.

A second railroad line passing
through Chester County was a
privately owned line, the Phila-
delphia & Reading Railroad, also
called the PER, or simply the
Reading Railrond, It was built
ahartly after the Philadelphia &
Columbia.

From Fennypackers Arnnals of
Plgenizuilie we learn that favorable
reports on the performance of
railrpads had been received in
Pheenixville from Manchester and
Liverpaol, the English cities where
reilroading began, and alse from
Baltimore, the first city in America
that had a railroad. Anxioos to try
the new farm of trensportation, a
growp  of leading citizens of
Phoenixville banded together to
plan & route the: would follow ths
course of the Schuylkill River from
Philadelphia to the coal regions
northwest of the city, a distanee of
about 120 miles. They wanted to
make sure the line would run along
the Chester County side of the river
rather than the Montgomery County
gide. Matithias Pennypacker was
nregident of & committes chosen to
arrange for the railread, and the
band of dedicated citizens met
periodically duning the summer of
1831 at the Bull Tavern,

The ironwarks at Phoenixville at
thizs date was under the manage-
ment of the Heeves and Whitaker
Brothers and was manufacturing
nails. For transportation of supplics
and products it depended upon the
Echuylkill Navigation Company, but
the cempals did not operate in the
winter montha when the water
froze, 50 along with the rest of the
town, it welcomed a means of
transport that ran all year ‘round
repardleas of the weather.

Elijah F. Pannypacker was our
State Representative in 1832-33 and
it was he who introduced the bill in
the Lepiglature that incorporated
the Philadelphiz & Keading
Railroad Company. Funds could be
raiged throwgh =ales of stocks. A
train npamed the Philadelphia,
GGermantown & Norristown Bailrosd
wag already running from Phila-
delphia to Germantown at that date
and the Philadelphia & Reading
Company would serve these and
pther communities along the east



gide of the BSchuylkill River,
inclueding the industrizl town of
Manayunk. Annexing this line and
eontinuing it te Keading would take
many years and much hard work.
The portion as far as Phoenixville
was open in 1838, but the entire ling
was not finished and ready for
operation until 1842,

Construction required iron rails
for the tracks, and sipee no
American iran works at this date
eould roll rails, we imported the firat
ones alang with the first locomatives
‘from England. Phoenixville built a
amall depat in the 15305 which was
replaced by a more eloharate
structure in 1864, The route
through  Chester  County
followed the west side of the
Schuylkill River as itz sponsors
had planned, but this location
necessitated hridges over the
Valley, the Pickering, and the
Frensh Creeks ab the places
where  these  cributaries
ampticd into the river. Railroad
beiges of this date, however,
were  simple  waeden  truss
designs supported by stone o
piers which was all that was
nmecessary ko support  the
lightweight locomatives and
caaches of 1504,

Befare work could atart, the
Reading Rumlroad Company's
civil engineers had to salve the
difftenlt prablem pressnted by
tha staeply sloped land. A ateap
grade limits the amount of
tannage & locomotive can pull
g0 a profitable railroad must
mainlain a fairly even grode,

Just heyond Phoenixville,
the Schuylkill Hiver makes a
U-shaped leop, and the land within
the loop is & hill farmed out of solid
rocle, The Fhiladelphia & Reading
Company had already built a tunnel
at Mznayunk, near Philadelphiz,
and planned one for Part Clinton in
the coal regions, They now decided
e tunnel through the Phoenixville
hill. The railroad trains would come
vut of the tunnal’s west end on the
same level as a bridge that would
take them to the Montgomery
County  side  after  passing
Phoenixville.

The tunnel at Manavunk was
932 feet long. The tunncl at Port
Clinton was 1637 feet long and the
Black Rock tunnel was 1,932 faat

From Philadzlphiz
AT o'clock AL
| a'clock P,
la'clock PA,

long. They were amongst the
earlieat railroad lunnels in America,
and Black Rock helds the record for
being the oldest railroad tunnal sl
in operation in North Amerien, A
preture of it is ineluded in William
I, Middleten's recently published
book Landmearks of the Irox Rood,
Work on Black Raek Tunnel
started in December of 1835 and it
wag fmished in September of 1837
Origmally it wae 19 feat wide and 17
feet high. The entire distance
requirad blasting, snd for veno-
tilation purposes shafts were sunk
vertically from the surface of the hill

—

PHILADELPHIA. GERMANTOWN AND
NORRISTOWN RAIL-ROAD
LOCOMOTIVE ENGINE

MOTICE: -- The Locomotve Engine buill by MW,
Haldwin. of this eity, will depan DALY, when the
Weather is [ais, with n TRAIN OF PASSENGER CARS,
Comamzrcing on Manday, (he 281 insL, al the
Follmwing heurs, vie: ---

From Germaniown
A2 a'clock M.
Tatclock P
Jatelock PO,

The Cars drawn by horses, will also deport as gsial,
Fram Phaladelphia ot 9 o'clock A8, ad from
Ceesrantown at 100" clock AM. when the weather
I% ot fair,

The points of stanting, are from the Depes. at e
Comer af Green and Mint Streer, Prilzleiphia and
Friom the Muoin Street, neas the Center af Germuamigwn,
| Whole Cars can be taken, Tickes, 25 cons,

TIMETABLE PRINTED IN FOULSON'S

AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER,
NOVEMEBER 23, 1832

down into the working area at five
different points along the route, Five
hundred men ware etnplaved at this
waork. The Annnds tells us that they
started at each end and worked
toward the middle, From newspaper
accounta we learn that holes for
gunpowder were drlled  with
hammer and chisel and the blasting
was done with black powder sinee
dynamite was still in the future. The
workmen [irst cut out a small
passage from portal to porcal called
a “drift,’ and then anlacged it to its
full eross section.

As the work progressed, people
teaveled from miles away and stoad
near the site, gazing from a distanes
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because they wern afraid to venture
cloge leat their lives be endangerad.
However, when daylight appeared
at the far end. two intrepid
Phoenixville natives, Jacob Bawgh
and John Mergsn, crept into the
small drift on hands and knees and
crawled from end to end. This
dapgerous fent grined them s write-
up in the local newspaper. Between
1838 when the line raached
Phoenixville, and 1842 when the
line was completad, train passen-
gers ware carried by stogecoaches
around unfinished portions of the
road,

A steam locomotive's muost
gonspicuows feature has alwavs
bean  the horizontal  beer
mounted on o frebox, and the
engineer and freman have
always sat in a cab to the rear of
the bailer. A triangular iran
frame hanging on the front of the
locomotive  was  called the
cowrateher, It was 2 device that
sWept away any chatruction on
the raila. On the top af the beiler
was a amokestack, o bell and a
steam whistle, and out in fronk
was & coal oil keadlamp. Fuel,
either wood or coal, was carried
in & box-like car ealled a tender,
attached directly hehind the
loeamazive.

The manufacture  of
Iocomotives was a challenge to
American ingenwity and
importacion from Enplacd s ted
only a shoet time. In 1832
Matthew W. Baldwin, a woung
Philadelphia mechanic, built a
lacamsotive he named ~Old
Ironsides” that wag purchased
by the Philadelphia.
Germantown & Norristown Failroad
Company. The next year he made
two locomnotives, one for a southern
ling, the Charleston & Hamburg
Eailroond, and  one  for  the
Philadelphia & Calumbia Railroad
whose history we have related up to
the part where it reached Columbia.
Their locaometive was nomed the
“Lancaster.” Party politics entered
inte the naming of logomoetives.
While Democrats were in powsar
many prominent office holders of
that party were honared by having 2
leeomotive named for them whereas
“Whige®, their palitical opponenta,
were totally ignored.

Baldwin made five locomotives in




1834, and by 1842, the year the
Reading epened, he had built close
to 200 loeomotives. Finding the
market good, Baldwin built a factory
at Broad and Hamilton Strects and
over the vears he added to the
original boilding wontil he finally
oceupied nine city Dblecks. His
greatest triumph came in 1890 when
he gecured contracts in England for
= substantizl number of locomotivas.
Baldwin pgot the rontract by
promising earlier delivery at a lower
figure than his English competitors,
Reactions ¢én his  achievements
varied. One observer who saw the
“Lanenaster” on its way to Columbia
zaid that the locomotive looked to
him like o black monster..it was
traveling only abeut eight miles per
hour and ansther scoffer was able to
trot his horss on the highway beside
the teacks all the way to Coatesville.
Experts, howaver, said the small
loromotive was a masterpiece,
powerful eneugh to haul nineteen
loaded cars on even the stiffest
grades, and the work it performed
was unprecedented.

The Philadelphia & Columbiz
ran o & regular schedule betwean
the twe terminals in 1532 but had
plans underway at an early date to
extend the western terminuos to
Pittsburgh by means of a com-
bination of canals and railreads. The
extension started with a bridge that
crozaed the Susguehanna Rivar from
Columbia on the Lancaster Coanty
side to Wrightsville on the York
County side. It was a wooden cov-
ered strueture built in 1882 and it
replaced an older covered bridge
that had been swept away in an ice
jam and flood. The new bridge was
3,620 feet in length and at that date
was the world’s longest coversed
bridge. The canale built by the
railroad company at this date in
waztern Pennsvivania were later in
time than the prototype Schuvlkill
Mavigation Company canals.

A still more impressive engl-
neering feat for this canalirailroad
combinativn was a portion of the
road called the Allegheny Portage
Railroad that was located five miles
west of what is now Altoons. It was
abandened eeventeen years later,
but becanze of ite unigue design is
presently 2 Mational Historie Site.
The portage rpilroad contained a
series of ten inclined planas

Hirsne TPE

BALDWIN LOCOMOTIVES
Styles changed over the years amd
loromotives become heauicr and
more efficient.

motivated by stationary steam
engines, and passengers and freight,
even whaole canal boats, were
thereby raised or lowered over the
Allegheny  Mountain  between
Hollidaysburg and Johnstewn. The
English auther, Charles Dickens,
who visited America soon after the
line opened, was taken for a journey
on the Allegheny Portage Hailread
and he wrote his Impressions in &
book, Dighens' American  Notes
published after his return to
England.

Thiz portion of the road to
Fittshurgh was rebuilt in 1546 and
the line that replaced it gaiped
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altitude for crossing the mountain
by routing the trains over the now-
farnous Horseshoe Curve, which has
hecome Midwestern Pennsylvania’s
sevond Mational Histore Site. We
understand passengers riding in the
first cars when leaving the curve can
leck out the windows and see the
last cars af their own teain entering
the curve,

The Philadelphin & Columbin,
however, was unwisely managed. [f
had been a drain on the State
Treasury from its comrmencement
and made no promise of ever doing
botter. Public outrage at last forced
the Legislature to pass an Acl
zuthorizing its aale, and the line was
purchased in 1852 by the prestigious
Pennsylvanin Railreed Company.

After they reached Pittshurgh,
railroad lines wers built further and
further inte the Amencan Midwest.
In 1854 a company called Chicago,
Rock Island & Pacific attempted a
¢rossing of the Missisaippi River
between Bock Island, Ilinois, and
Davenport, lowa, The massive
gtructure had to be long, 1,581 feet
altogether, and it hed to have a
draw zpan to allow passage of
gteemboats up and down the
waterway. The draw span swung oo
a turntsble and provided a 120-foat
elear opening on each side of a pier.
In April of 1858, work was
eompleted and @ locomotive crossed
from Illincis to Towa.

Only two weelks after the opening
an accident occurred that caused
over seven years of litigation, drew
upon the legal talents of Abraham
Lineoln who was then a young
lawyer, and was finally settled by a
decizion handed down by the
Supreme Court of the TE.

It zeems & steamboat, the Efie
Asten, safely passed the draw span,
but 200 feet beyond loat its power,
drifted back and struck a part of the
bridge. A stove in the boat was
gverturned by the impect and the
resultant fire destroyed the Iffie
Aston and ene span of the bridge.
The owoer of the steamboat filed
suit apainst the bridpe company
claiming their &structure wag a
dangerous abstacle to navigation.

Abroham Lincoln studied the
currents at the bridge site so he
eould argue that the accident could
not have occarred as wae claimed,
His closing remarks “that one man



had as gond a right to cross a river
as anether had to sail up and down
it™ was not enough to sway some of
the jurars.

Many people at the time thought
the bridge should be taken down and
no more of them erected over the
Missiszippi River, Nevertheless, the
Zupreme Cowrt ruled that the Rock
Island Bridge could stay right where
it was, After that important decision
the right of a railread to bridge a

navigable stream  was  firmly
established,
Worden bridges, however, did not

bave u loog life, In 1872 the Kock
Island was replaced with an iron
bridge butlt at a shghtly different
location, We have evidence that the
replacement was supplied by
Kelloger, Clarke & Company, a
bridge company organized in
FPhoenizville in 1885,

Thiring the 18405 at the
same Hme the Phaladelphia
& Columbia Railroad was
building the Horseshoe
Curva, David Beeves of the
Pheenix Iron Works was
deveting a large part of his
plant to the manufacture of
rails for the burgeoning
ratlroads. With a new
partner, Robert Buck, he
built & rolling mill 260" x
160 in size oo the nail
company grounds and added
new puddling and reheating
mills to make wrought iron direct
from the ore. In 1847, finding the
businese lucrative, he sent & young
assistant, John Griffen, to the town
of Bafa Harbor, on the Susquehanna
Hiver, to build another rail mill.
This led to ar investment in
Cambria Iron Werks Company, at
Johnstown, PA. which slso rolled
rails,

By the 1850z Reeves, Buck &
Company was making iron for
railmad bridpes as well as for rails,
The rapidly growing iron works at
Phoenixville was incorporated in
1855 as Phoenix Iron Company and
thereby pained ecapital for further
expansion. Kellogg, Clarke & Com-
pany was 4 whally owned sob-
sidiary, After 1884 it was called the
Phoenix PBridge Company and it
carried the iron company into a new
era of prosperity.

Early railz were flat iran rods,
bwe nches wide on the bop surface,

factened to string pieces of yellow
pine. Iron “chairs™ or clamps, set
about two and a half fast apart,
fastened the rail to the wooden base,
The T-Rail, an improvement on this
design, had a raised weight bearing
surface, ar tread, and the loco-
motive’s wheels were kept in plaes
with a flange on the inner edge. T-
HKails were spiked directly to the tie
withoot the need for chairs. Soom
after FBessemer's invention made
cheaper ategl available, rails were
made of stee]l and the first in this
country were rolled in 1867 at
Reaves’ Cambria  plant &t
Johnatown.

In the davs when iron rails werse
still the only possibilicy, the eivil
engineers of the Reading Railroad
rebuilt their tracks. The mammoth

TRAIN ON THE P&R RAILROAD

BRIDGE ACROSS THE SCHUYLRILL

RIVER At far right iz o Black Rock

Tunnel sntrance.
Pater Brown posicard,

project became necessary when
railroad coaches were made more
luxurious, To accommodate the
width of the new coaches, the tracks
were set six feet apart instead of the
former four feet. It was also
necessary to widen meny of the
bridges and tunnels, and the ome
most difficult to change, bacause of
its length and the density of its reck,
was the BElack Rock Tunnel
Engineers of 1857 had advantares
in improved technology but were
hampered by the mnecessity of
keeping the trains running on
schedule during the renovation.
Construction crews still used
powder for blasting but packed it in
tin cartridges before 1t was taken
infto the tunnel. These cartridges
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were placed in previously drlled
holes and exploded simultaneously
by charges of electricity, They
erected thirtv-foot tall from chim-
neys to give extra ventilation te the
five vertical shafts used when the
tunnel was origimally dug and by
thiz means pulled out smoke caused
by the blasting. Traffic of trains
continued as usual but were run on
ooly ome track since the other track
was restricted to removal of stopes.
A telegraph operator stationed af
each end warned the werkm.:
whenever a train approached.

Stone removed from the tunnel
waE examined sume years later by
Charles M. Wheatley, copper miner,
and revealed to his educated eve
fossils of enormous age belonging to
the Triasasic Peried. A full

deseription of the find was

; published in the American

Journal of Science and Arés,
July 15861

In 1888, a second
widening was necessery so
that Pullman ears could uae
the Heading Hailroad line.
That year dynamite was
used for blasting but in
gmall amounts for fear
damaging the roof of th.
tunnel.

The Pennsylvania Rail-
roiad rebuilt the eastern end
of their line at Philadelphia
cirea 1850, The famous
inclined plane was eliminated. The
Sehuylkill River was erossed at &
Iocation further upstream with 2
new railroad bridge and the ofd
Columbia brdge and the portion of
road lying east of it was s0ld to che
Reading Railroad Company.

By the 1870z people [iving in
areas  surrounding  Phoenixville
necded  better  transportation.
Motarized vehieles were still in the
future, 20 they turned to shortline
railroads to solve the problem.
Noarly a dosen were started. They
gerved the necessary function of
conneeting amall towns with one
another, and took supplies in and
brought cut products,

Many of these ‘shorties’ lost
money and were apnexed by the
major railroads, but at least ope in
the Phoenixville ares remained
independent. It was the Fickering
Valley Railroad and it extended
from Phoenixville to Byers' Station



RINZUA VIADUCT

The :min is diwarfed by the fowering structure it t5 crogsing, The drowing
i from the May 13, 1882 Scientific Amarican, and it appears in
Middletor’s Landmarks on the Iron Road,

in Upper Theehlan Township, a dis-
tance 0f 11,3 miles, Openingin 1871,
its eastern end was connsected to the
Repding RBailroad at Phoenixville,

Branching off fram the Pickenng
Walley Eatlroad at Kimberton was o
raileoad that followed the French
Creek to the small village of Sheeder
aml thence across country to the
dinhase mines at the Village of St
Peters. This remote spur line had aa
many twista and turns that farmers
along the way jokingly referred to it
ns the “Eowbelly Railrosd,” but it
geerved its purpose of getting diabase
from St, Paters to Philadelphia,

The Pickering Valley Railrosd
alse had a nickname, the “Milk
Trein,” because it transported the
raw milk thal dairr farmers
collected in tall tin cans and
duposited on loading platforms along
thie right of way. When young
fellows tarmed too long in towe of an
evening and missed the last train
aut, they came home on the milk
train, abways the first train of the
morning. To ‘come Bome on the millk
train’ became an  oxpression
meaning & visit in town that was
avarly long.

In L8B4, fifty years after the
Reading Railroad began to transpart
coal, the Pennasylvania Railrond
decided to build a sewond line
through the Schuylkill Valley from
Fhiladelphia to Reading so that ther
might share in the lucrative coal
business. At places along the vallay,

tracks of the twe compating
railroads lie only a stone's theow
apart. The PRE beanch is no longer
in pperation buc it left behind a
small tunnel, o bridge over the
Schuyikill and a depot ehat has since
baan tarn dawn.

Aperpss the nation 19th eenbucy
citizens taok an enormous inberost
in steam propelled travel and a
demand for this loxury culminated
in the HfOrst transcontinentsl
raileoad. Spurred on by the public
and with substantial government
aid, a line from the east met a line
from the west and a golden spike
united the tracks at Promentary
Point, Utah in 1869, The USA led
the way, but travel by sceam
locomotive was popular in many
other countries of the world.
Phoenix Bridge Company bid sue-
cessfully on a great many domestic
and foreign peojects. The company
evolved intn o large enterprise

e

1864 depet replaced
an eqrliier one,
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capable of designing, fabricating and
erecting even the largest bridges.
But ralreading hos always had its
dangers and the age of ateam
lacomotives was no excaption.

The Kinzua Viaduct, a structure
built in the mountaing of sorth-
western Pennsylvania. is an exam-
ple of one of Phoenix Bridge
Company's early successes. This
super-tall eressing of a mountain
gorge not only set a record becuuse
of ita height, buc also for a number of
years it ha3 remained a popular
tourist attraction. The onder [or it
was placed in 1882 by the Mew Yorlz,
Lake Erie & Western Ratlrond who
needed a means of erosaing a cleft in
the Allegheny Mowntaing in order ta
take out eoal and lumber,

General Thomas B Kane, owner
of the rilroad company, asked
Phoenix Bridge Company's chief
engineer, Adolphus Bonzano, how
tall a vinduet the company could
male and received the reply “We'll
butld you a bridge a thousand feet
high if you'll provide the money®
The General had the money 3o
Phoenix bridged the porge with a
viaduct supported by twenty latticed
truss towers. In spite of its preat
size, eractien was accamplished in
ooly 84 days. It remained the tallest
viaduet in the eountry for the pext
ten years and visttors described it as
the “Eighth Wander of the World.”

In L300 Pheenix Bridge Company
replaced the ariginal bridge with a
stronger one made of eiveted sbeel,
The new bridge was identical in its
dimensions and stood on the same
foundatiens as the old one. The
Kinzuas Viaduet is now on the
National Register of Historic Sites,
and present day fourists can walk
aut on the trackbed and emjov the
sensation of being suspended in the
alr thirty stories sbove the walley
flonr.

The Georgetown Loop is anether
suceese story for Phoenix Bridge
Company. It is part of the Colorado
Central Company's railroad line,
and was built in the Kocky Moun-
taine west of Denver in 1584, Civil
enginests who worked out the
design  gained elevation without
prohibitive grade by looping tracks
an an upper level across the tracks
below, The cressing wos sccom-
plished with o girder brdge sep-
ported on Phoenix Columns sent fo



the western  location  from
Phoenixville,

Thiz portion of Colorade Cen-
trals line wag rebuilt in 1939 and
the Toop’ was dismantled and sold
for serap. However the Georgetown
Historieal Society rebuilt it in 1954,
keeping the new version close to the
original, Imitation Phoenix Columns
were made with 8% diameter steel
pipes with steel bars welded on at
the quarter points and they welded
dummy rivet heads to the bars,

The wreck on the Pickering
Walley Redlroad on Octaber 6,1877 is
an example of how sad it is to fail.
The accident was caosed by
unusuaily heavy rains that had
fallen for two dayes and washed out
to & depth of fifty feet & portion of
the track bed without disturbing the
tracks. The enginesr of a train
loaded with passengers was
unaware of the dangerous situation,
and when he reached the washed
out section the lecomative plunged
inta the abyas headfirst, The
passenger cars which were made of
wood were dragged along and they
piled up on top of the enpine,
erushing each other and killing most
of the riders.

Another tragic failure was the
well-known collapse of the Quebec
Bridge over the St. Lawrence River
that had been ordersd by Quebec
Bridge and Railroad Company aof
Canada, Tt scourred August 20, 1907
and seventy-five workmen were
killed, Not ecverybody knows a

railroad train waes out on the
cantilever arm of the incomplete
bridge at the time of the disaster
though its weight had nething to dao
with the collspse. Subsequently a
Roval Commission of Inguiry apent
a meonth in Phoenixville gathering
information that later served to a
large degree to exonerste Phosnix
Bridge Company. The panel of
distinpuished enginesrs put up at a
Philadelphiz hotel and commuted to
FPhoenixville each day by railroad,

In the twentieth century diese]
powered locomotives replaced the
old steam locomotives and some of
the romance vamished from
railroads. In the same century
raflroeds worldwide had to share
trengportation revenue with the
newer motorized wehicles that
almost supplanted them.

In the twentyfirst century,
nostalgia set in. Older folks look
back fondly to the days of the steam
locomotives. Current generations
alss love the trains. They like toy
traine  and model trains  in
paturalistic  settings. Musewm
displays that feature traina never
lack for patronage. Best of all are
the reconstructed railroads like the
one at Strasburg, PA, where kids
and their dads can travel like they
did a century ago.

There's something apecial about
a steam locomotive. It make noises
everyone remembers. There iz the
hiss of eccaping steam and the
clickity-clack of iron whesls on ates]

raile. When the train slows, the
couplings between the cars clash
together. The steam whistle gives a
shriek at erossing and the warning
made by a torpedo tied to a rail is
earsplitting, Mo other means of
transportation sownds lilee this.
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WEST ENTRANCE TO BLACK ROCK
Picture iz from the Peter Brown collection.

T TPy SO

TUNNEL

ENTRANCE TO PA RAILROAD TUNNEL UNDER
FILMORE STREET, Glenn Cogle photo,




MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty weleome to NEW
ﬂ MEMBERS Johanna Ferkn,
Judy Keogh, Haymond Sames,
Melly Swigart renewed her mem-
bership as a SPONZOR, & Bruce
Sandlier renewed as 2 FRIEND. With
ragrat we report the death of William
Whitaker Criffen.

NEW MEMEBERSHIP
DUES
Az of January 2002, membership
dues will be as follows:

SENIORSTUDENT $15
INDIVIDUAL $20
FAMILY $25
BUSINESS £60
FRIEND §75
CONTRIBUTOR 3150
SPONEOHR 250
NEWSPAPER
PRESERVATION
FUND

ete  Bamberger, Society
(p president, reports a heard.
warming response to his
appeal for funds needed for
newspaper preservation, Hopefally
with continued support he will be
able to raise the money needed to
permanently preserve newspapers
on micrefilm. Included in the project
arz various publications printed in
FPhoenixville from 1871 to 1929 and
from 1950 to 1995. The 1930s have
been filmed. The Phoenixville High
School Class of 1948 has taken on
responsibility for the papers of its
graduzting vear, A member, Ethel
Walker MeCabe, says, “We have
been asked in recent times to dig

worthwhile canses, but this cne is
much closer to home and cleser to
our hearts as well."

SCHUYLKITLL

SOJOURN

his vear's dates for the canos
T and kayalk journey down the
Schuyikill River will be June
1st to the Ttk |, and as usual those
wha sign up may participate for one
or two daya or for the whele top, As
in past years, they will start at
Schuylkill Haven and po to Phila.
delphia, making an overnight stop at
Mont Clare and a visit to Phoen-
mville and to our Museum. The event
has become more and more popular
and the number of participants is
limited 20 early reservations are
edvized. Call 484.945.0200 or visit
the website at schuylkilinver.org for
more information.

WELL ATTENDED

AFFAIR

he large attendance last
T December 1st at our event
called Civi! War Chriztmas
may ke a harbinger of good times to
esme, [t was part of the Holiday
Candlelight Tour which featured
many other local bistoric places.
Long lines of visitors formed out
frent to see the sanctuary part of our
headquarters building decorated in
18605 style, to hear our brzss
ensemble play old familiar earols,
and to visit Civil War soldiers on the
lawn, In the future, crowds like this
may be commonplace rather than
A wiziting center for the
Schuvlkill Greenway is near com-

grounds, and the rest of the large
tract is about to be attractively
developed. Soon we'll have a revi-
talized downtown and a topnotch
Colomial Theater in full operation,
There will be a working lock on the
canal, something few people have
ever witnessed, Our open spaces will
have hiking and hiking trails. Thare
may even be shad fishing in the
cleaned-up Schuyllill River waters.
All thess attractions are in the
planning stagea and most are at
least partially finaneed.

T &
A Civil War Christmas tree.

GRANDMOM’S
STORY
g randmeom’s Stary i3 a hand-

made illustrated baoklet
written by our member
Millie J. Vireaik so her four
granddaughters may learn about a
childhood spent i Phoeenixville in
the days before World War IL

Mre, Viresik thinks this is becter
than giving young people the uswal
gensziogical information which is
little more than a list of names. We
think her account is charming and
that other members will want to
follow her example. A copy of Grand-
moms Story will be available for
inspection on the counter in our
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