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JUNE MEETING

he quarterly meeting will he
(T held Wednesday evening,
June 12, at 7:30 PM. in the
Church sanctuary at Church and
Main Streets. The speakers will ba
two members of an old Phoenixville
family, Tim and Nancy MeAvoy, and
they will tell us about the MeAvoy
Brick Company where their family
has manufactured this important
building material since 1594,

Tim McAvoy, our speaker, is
three generations removed from the
founder of the company. Besides
their business activities, his
forebearers played prominent roles
in the growth of the Borough, One
served as County Commissioner in
1932-1936; others devoted a large
part of their livea to auch activities
aa the betterment of schools and the
establishment of social services.

A BRICKLAYER. From a child's
boaok of Early American Crafis and
Trodes, Dover Publications, Inc, NY

TOWN TOUR & WALK

n August 1, HSPA will par-
® ticipata in the Town Tours

and Villoge Walks sponsored

bw the Cheater County Parks and
Becreation Department. We will tour
Main Streot beginning at the Church
Sfrect entrance to the Museum, and
ending on the lawn adjacent to the
sanctuary for an ice cream social

The tour will visit the following
placea: the Foundry, the Pres-
byterian Church, the Phoenixville
Public Library which is celebrating
its hundredth anniversarv, a
“Bucktail” encampment in Reoves
Park at the Griffen Gun Memorial,
Saint Ann's Memorial Chapel, and
the Historical Bociety, There will be
interpreters to explain the sites.

In wears past, we have had

approximately 200 participants and
we will need up to ten volunteer tour
guides to escort the wisitors. The
tour puides will be given a script to
explain other sitea on Main Street as
they proceed. If you would like to
participate in the Main Street tour,
pleaze contact the Society.

256TH ANNIVERSARY
‘P lans are being formulated to

celebrate the 26th
anniversary of HSPA. An
advertising hoollet 15 contemplated.
The annual dinner will he
Wednesday, September 18 A
genealogy workshop will be con-
ducted at the Society on Saturday,
September 21. More about these
activities will appear in our
September newsletter,

STRAWBERRY

FESTIVAL

n June 1, HSPA will hold
0 its twenty-second annual
Strawberry Festival on the
grounds of the Society at Church
and Main Strests.

This year's celehration is being
held on the same day as the
FAME. Strect Festival and the
Kiwania Club's seventh-annual
Duck Raca.

The Strawberry Featival includes
a flea market beginning at %00 A.M.
and children’s games that continne
from 10:00 AL to 3:00 P.M. with a
clown to entertain the children from
11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.

There will be a “Bucktal” Civil
War encampment and beginning at
11:00 AM. lunch will be served
featuring our famous strawberry
shorteake.

OFFICE &
MUSEUM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays betwean
9 aM. and 3 PM. and are also open
the first Sunday of every month
between 1 and 4 Py
Appointments may he arranged
for other dates and hours.

Visit HSPA on the web!

www.voicenet.com/ dstav



THE PHOENIXVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Was a Gift From

ANDREW CARNEGIE

By Mirfam Clegg

The Phoenixville Public Library
From a posteard in the
Peter Brown Collection

he Phoenizville Public
T Library at Second and MMain
Strecta will celebrate its one
hundredth anniversary on
September 30th of this year. Itz a
Carnegie librarr which means it is
one of the multitude of libraries both
here and abroad that were financed
by the renowned Pennsylvania steel
magnate, Andrew Carmeria.

The Borough of Phoenizville had
a previous Institution of this kind
that was startad in 1867 by the
Young Men’s Literary Union on the
upper floor of a building that stood
on the southwest cormmer of Main and
Bridge Strecta. Their leader was the
Beverend Jennison, pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church. The
members purchased a collection of
about 500 books to stock their
shelves. Samuel J. Reeves, vice
president of Phoenix Iron Company,
and other prominent citizens of the
town made valuable contributions to
the fledgling association.

In post-Civil War days, they
outgrew  their quarters and
relocated, first to the basement of
the new Church Street achool, and
later to an abandoned Lutheran
church building,

This worthy effort was called a
subscription library, since its
services were restricted to membera
only. Many other areas in
Southeastern Pennsylvania had
similar  subscription libraries
including the city of Philadelphia,
where an early organization that

collected and dispensed books was
established by Benjamin Franklin in
1731.

Subseription  libraries ended
when the Pennsvlvania Legislature
passed an act that allowed achool
districts to own and operate public
libraries, but the free circulation of
books to all classes of Americans,
including the most lowly, did not
come about until the era of the
Carnegie library.

Andrew Camegle was born in
Dunfermline, Scotland, MNovember
26, 1836. He and his family sailed to
the USA in 1848 and they sought
employment in Allegheny, PA which
is now a part of the city of
Pittsburgh.

In later life Andrew made his
home in Mew York City where he
was working at the time of his death
May 17, 1919. By that date the
Seottish immigrant was on a par
with other multi-millionaires, like
Corneliuz Vanderbilt and John D
Rockefeller. All of them made
immense fortunes during America’s
period of industrial expansion.
Unlike the others, however,
Carnegle in his retirement vears
took great pains to dispose of his
excess wealth, and he did itin a way
that would improve the quality of
life of America’s working classes for
generations to come.

Carnegie pitied poor, but
talented, voung people who could
not seek advancement because they
had no education. He, himself, as a

Fublic Librarg. Ph

boy had acquired knowledge and
gkills from reading books and he was
convinced that access to a library
made a big difference in a peraon’s
life.

Carnegie’s firat job, at age twelve
and 4 half, was bobbin boy in a
cotton mill and while thus engaged
during his first winter in the United
States he attended school at night.
That was the last of his formal
schooling. Dhuring the rest of his
childhood, he educated himsslf by
reading hooks borrowed from a
henefactor, Col. James Anderson.
The boy was soon ready for the more
difficult work of delivering
telegrams on the city strests. He
learned the Morae Code and was one
of the fow people in that business
who could read it bv listening to the
clacks made by the opening and
closing of relays.

Opportunity for advancement
came when Superintendent Thomas
A Seott of the Pittsburgh Division of
the Pennsylvania Railroad hired
him as a personal telegrapher and
cletk. The railroads at thia date
(1867) were applving telegraphic
control to the movement of trains.
When Scott was promoted to wvice
president of the Pennsrlvania
Railroad, Carnegie took his old job
and at the age of twenty-four filled a
top position on the railroad line.

At the beginning of the Civil War
he helped Scott open the railways
into the capital. He also helped
organize the Telegraphers' Corps for



the Union Army. The rest of his
career wag a seriea of continuous
suceesses, Carnegie formed a
partnership with Scott and another
official, John E. Thomson, and they
began investing in other companies
besides railways, often with firms
that did business with the
Pennsylvania Railroad. These
investments required little up-front
cagh because the subacription could
be paid off by the dividends. Such
practices, prohibited today, at that
time were both legal and ethical.

In 1&62, Carnegie, Scott,
Thomson and a number of other
Pennsylvania Railroad managers
started the Keystone BPBridge
Company, which would inevitably
become a 1ival to the Phoenix Bridge
Company min by the Reeves family
and situated at the eastern end of
the atate.

The president of Phoenix Bridge
Company from 1884 to 1923 was
David Reeves II, and his career and
that of Andrew Carnegle were a
study in contrasts. Both men
shepherded topnotch bridge
companies. The chief difference was
that Beeves plowad back profits into
improvementa at hiz plant and had
little capital in reserve. Andrew
Carnegie, on the other hand, while
he kept his works in state-of-the-art
condition, was also a highly
competent financier. He owned stock
in almost every enterprise capabla of
making a profit, including coal and
iron ore mines, oil wells, the
railroads, and iron and steel works.

For a while Resves was in the
lead. When Canada made plans to
span the St. Lawrence River at
Cuehee, which was to be the largest
bridge in the world at that time,
Plioenix Bridge Company was
awarded the contract. Carnegie's
Keystone Bridge Company had
submitted a bid that was not
accepted. A quarter of a century
latar, however, the center for the
manufacture of steel products had
shifted from eastern Pennsylvania
to the booming Pittsburgh area.

Carnepie and his partnera
eventually affected a huge merger
that created a conglomerate lnown
as the US Steel Corporation.
Andrew Carnegie withdrew from
active  management of this
corporation in 1901 at age 66, The

gale of his shares in US Steel
Corporation made him one of the
wealthiest individuals in the United
Statea and he used the money to
build the libraries.

A hook about Carnegie libraries
was published five wears ago. It is
entitled Carnegie Libraries Across
America, A Public Legacy. The
author iz Theodore Jones who writes

business and kept careful records.
Theodore Jones relates that
Carnegie latar  divided  This
philanthropy into two parts and
named them his retsil period and
his wholesale period. Betail included
libraries of an early date before he
had thought about retirement, and
wholesale were ones he built when
he was anticipating his leisure vears

Fireplace in Main Hall of Library.

Tng.Llﬂﬁfﬁkﬁr B;r!'.l.l.mm:
IS THE CIFT OF
ANDREW CARNEGIE

: ng

Naote the clazaical stvling and decorative tile.
Phato by Robert Deger.

for The New York Times and The
Times-Mirror Mogazine Groups.
Jones estimates that Carnegle
libraries of the United States coat
him #41,478,689 in pre-inflation
dollars. If wou add to this the
libraries in foreign lands, the entire
project cost $68,333,978.

The elderly financier set up the
donations for libraries like any other
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and wanted a workable plan in
action.

He had two offices, one in New
York City and one in Pittsburgh. A
personal secretary, James Bertram,
oversaw day-to-day operations of the
program in New York from 1893 to
1919. BRobert Franks, financial
secretary, worked in the Pittsburgh
office and released the funda.



of the World's Columbian Exposition
in Chicago, where the buildinga
were erected in a style of
architecture called Clasaical
Bevival. Larnge masses of visitors to
the popular event saw the Grecian
columns and pediments and decided
that was exactly how a public
building should lock. Phoenixville’s
prospective library builders had the
same thought.

Carnevale & Eustis, present-day
Phoenizville architects, were asked
to identify our library's architecture
and they report as followa:

“The 1902 Phoenizville Library is
a wonderful example of the MNeo-
Georgian style [a type of classical
revival]. The Avondale marble
facing gives the structure a
weightiness befitting a public
institution. The main architectural
elernents are the pedimented gablea
and highly detailed cornice. The
windows are large, double-hung
units with full width fanlights,
trimmed in Indiana limestona.

“Typical of the Georgian style,
the original entrance ia a major
deaign element with a grand
staircase, double entrance doors
topped with full width fanlights,
pilasters flanking the entry, and a
slightly projecting pedimented
portico which is highly detailed.

“These same  architectural
elements are brought inside, as can
be seen from the pediment and
dentil mouldings at the fireplace
mantle, as well as the columns and
pilasters throughout the main
reading room. The original
wioodwork on the interior is quarter-
sawn oak. The large scale of the
interior is highlighted by the
elaborate coffered ceiling.

“The now-gone copper-domed
roof monitor [skylight] would have
flooded the interior with natural
light through glass ceiling panels,
thereby accentuating the loftiness
and grandeur of the interior space.”

Mot everrone in the borough was
pleased about plans for a Carnegie
library.

A weekly newspaper, The
Phoenizville Messenger, printed an
editorial in its March 18, 1901 issue
disputing the wisdom of a stesl
town's taking on the burden of
$2000 a  wyear for  library
maintenance.

The editor wrote, “We are
dependent, very largely, wpon o
single industry, which, though
extensive relatively fo others of the
some kind now in existence [is
subfect to flnctuation.] So long as it
moes, well. Showdd it go down, wee.”

He continues, “We can imogine
under the circeimstonces the grim
satisfaciion Mr. Carnegie felf when
he agreed fo make a contribution of
S20,000 to the old and well-Enown
steel fown of Phoenixville whose
proprictors were wealthy when he
was a poor, strogoling telegraph

Carnegie office in Mew York City
has been preserved.

In aletter written March 2, 1901,
he proposged to James Bertram that
$20,000 he spent for the lot and the
building and he suggested that the
Borough should raise $5,000 of this
amount, which wounld make the
Carnegie donation $16,000.

Bertram responded to this lettar
with a counter offer. Phoenizville
was to receive $20,000 for the
building alone. Howewver, the
Borough must supply the lot and
agree  to the wusual annual
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Membership Ceréificate for Young Men's Literary Union
S.W. Pennypacker uszed their subscription Lbrary.

aperator; but that is no reason why
we  showld  burden  ourselves
unnecessarily.” In apite of this
editorial comment, erection pro-
ceaded on schedule.

The hometown man who took
charge and applied for Carnegie
funda to erect the building was Cal.
Hamilton H. Gilkyson, a practicing
attornev, who was intereated in the
newspaper business and at the time
was negotiating to  purchase
Phoenixville’s only daily newspaper,
The Daily Republican. Gilkyson was
appointed by the Board of Dhrectors
of the School District to head up a
library  committee, and the
correspondence between him and
James Bertram of the Andrew
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maintenance cost of ten percent of
the donation.

The city of Philadelphia applied
for library funds around this time
and also received a generous reply.
A Free Library was already in place
in center city. What was needed
were branches to aerve outlying
diatricts. The City asked for thirty
branches at $20,000 to $30,000
apiece, and Carnege responded, T
do not think this sum will be enough.
It wonld be well for vou fo spend
£50.000 apiece." From his ex-
perience  in other parts of
Pennsylvania Carnegie knew a
guitahle building would cost the
larger amournt.

April 20, 1901, at a special
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INLOVING COMMEMORATION OF
FHE EIGHTEEN YEARS
DF HAPPY BEAUTIFUL

ELMIRA W. P ,HI\YPACKER

AS LIBRARIAN
1898 —

ERECTED BY HER FRIENDS

SERVICE OF

1916

mecting, the Board of Directors of
FPhoenizville’s School District passed
a reaolution to accept the oift

tendered by Nr. Carnegie. A
building lot sitnate on the northeast
corner of Main Street and Second
Avenue was to be purchased from
Amory Coffin (a recent general
superintendent of Phoenix Iron
Company) for the sum of $3,800. It
was agreed that upon completion of
the library building, taxpavers of
the district would divert the sum of
42,000 annually to a fund for the
maintenance of the library. The
resolution was signed by H.H.
Gilkyson, Henry McGuckian, M.G.
Lippert, and Horace Lloyd.

The following year, on the
evening of September 30, 1902,
opening ceremonies were held, Col.
Gilkyson  presiding. A large
audience atood for over an hour to
hear congratulatory speeches made
bv distinguished citizens. The first
address was delivered by the
Beverend Jennison, who founded
the Young Men's Literary Union in
1867 and was now living in
Baltimore. He was welcomed as an
old friend, especially by some
members in the audience who had
belonged to the Literary Union.

MNext was John Thompson, head
of the Free Library systems in
Philadelphia, who came out from the
city and entertained the assemblage

with witty storiea about the trials
guffered by librarians while engaged
in their work.

When hia turn came, W.W.
MacElree, Esq., a former district
attorney and a local historian,
cxpressed pleasure at being present
to share in the pardonable pride of
the occazion. He quoted from
Shakeapeare, “lanorance is the curse
of God,” and said Andrew Carnegie
had endeavored to lighten the curse
and dissipate the darkness. Col.
Gilkyaon was the final speaker.

Mise Elmira W. Pennypacker
was installed as librarian. She
practiced this profeasion from 1595
until her death in 1916, the first four
years working at the old Lutheran
Clhurch building where the school
district books had been shelved.
Elmira waz well connected in the
Borough. Her brother was James
Wellz Pennypacker, who held the
poaition of cashier at Phoenix Iron
Company for many vears. His wifi,
the former Fannie Griffen, was the
youngest child of John Griffen, of
Griffen cannon fame.

Besides having a strong back-
ground  in  literature, IMiss
Pannypacker was able to give to the
young as well as the older patrons of
the library wvaluable suggestions
regarding the books they should
read. An admirer said of her, “The
barefoot boy received the same

E

Bronze Plague on Well
of Library Reads -

In loving commemoration of
the eighiecen vears of happy
beautiful service of ELMIRA
W. PENNYPACKER a=
librarian, 1898-18916

Erected by her friends
(Phato by Robert Deger)

queenly service from her as did the
richest of her other patrons.”

There has been much growth and
many improvements made in the
last lnmdred Fears. The basement,
originally meant for storage, was
wvaery soon  refurbished as the
Children’s Library and given its own
acceas, An addition was made in
1937 that improved the ecollection
and seating areas and provided for

Col. Hamilton H. Gilkvzon
Applied for the Carnegie Donation
(Photo courtesy of his
granddauwghiter, Neal Thorpe)




handicapped access. MNew office
space was added and a community
room waz made available for
programs and exhibits.

In the mid-1990s library
automation waz established with a
self-contained, computerized card
catalog. The internet and CD-ROMs
weare alao introduced as new and
unique asarch tools for access to
information. In 1999 the library
came on-line with the Chester
County Public Library System. The
library also established a web page
with a link to the library's syatems
page. There were renovations to the
children's library, a new Technical
Procesasing Departmment, two public
computer centers, a literacy
education center/mesting room, and
a Friends of the Library book center.
From a emall beginning the
collection has now grown to over
50,000 items with a comfortable
capacity of 62,000, Circulation of the
collection has more than doubled
from the 1970s to the present day,
making the Phoenixville Public
Library the third largest cirenlating
collection in the Chester County
Librarv Systemn.

Theodore Jones, the expert in
such matters, collectad information
on how other Carnegie libraries
were faring. He reports that of the
1,689 constructed, nearly half still
function as public hibraries. About
360 have been recycled for non-
library use. Sadly, 276 have been
raged or were destroved by fire or
some other natural disaster. Once in
a while wou'll find one that atands
empty and neglected.

When today’s travelera drive
through remote sections of the
United States and aee a4 large,
handsome building on a small
town's main street, they remark,
“That must be a Camegie library.”
Most often it is. Then there is the
comment that has been made again
and again over the years: “What an
extraordinary thing to do. Why do
vou suppose he did it?” The answer
iz simple. He did it to benefit his
fellow marn.
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John F. Kellev, Our Prezsent-Day
Library Director
(Photo by Robert Deger)

Wehsite of the
Phoenixville Public Library:

www.pasd.com/ppl

A 1980z photo of the library. The roof monitor and belusirade ne longer

adarn the top of the building and the light fixtures on either side of the

entrance are gone. (Mherwize the handzome building iz intact.
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MEMEBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to the fol-
% lowing new members: Doug
FitzSimons, John McCarthy,
Ed Walsh, Charlotte Rantz, Jack
Sturgeon, Heidi Rosato, and Jamey
Koury.

With regret we report the deatha
of Michael Labik and Dorothy
Botdorf.

Bill and Eileen Lambert have re-
newed their membership as FRIENDS,

BRIDGES ON

STEEL SITE

ocal historians are all agog
]_'] at the prospect of another
atee]l Tbridge made in
Phoenizville being returned to the
old ateel company grounds and
arected there as a foothridge to carry
hikers and bikera along the French
Creelk Trail. We have collected data
relative to such bridges so our
readera will have the ‘inside atory
about them.

The first preservation of an
historic bridge involved a span that
formerly connected the north and
south sides of Phoenizville at Main
Street. This bridge had three
sections. The middle section was a
stone-arch highway bridge built in
1847, It was flanked on one side by a
nine-foot wide iron trusa pedestrian
wallkway built n 1870 and on the
other side by an iron girder railroad
bridge built in 1874, When the
Pennsylvania Highway Department
scheduled a new bridge for this
location, engineers discovered the
iron wallway was made with Fink
trusses and recommended that this
unuzual structure zhould be

preserved, The wear it was built,
1570, engineera were experimenting
with different stylea of trusses and
had selected a design patented by
Albert Fink in 1864,

The truss is the crucial part of the
bridge. It iz made up of bara, roda,
beams, ete., a0 combined as to form a
rigid frame, that is, one which
cannot  he deformed by the
application of exterior force.
Connoigseurs who study  the
evolution of bridge desipgn recognize
the various types and aver that the
Fink truss is rare. There are only
two in the United States, one at
Lymchburg, Virginia, and the other
here in Phoenizvilla,

FINK TRUSS

The Pennsylvania Bureau for
Historic Preservation arranged that
two-thirds of our Main Street
footbridge should be relocatad to a
Chestar County recreational aite, the
Warwick Park. A third part remains
in Phoenixville and will be used on
the steel company grounds.

Almost a repeat of this incident
was a discovery made several years
apo that a bridge over the Ramapo
River in northern Mew Jersey that
was scheduled for replacement was
supported with steel trusses made in
Phoenixville hy FPhoenix Iron
Company. The Army Corps of
Engineers in charge of the work,
hoping the historic structure could
be saved, placed an advertisement in

Historic Preservation magazine in
2001. Barbara Cohen, PAEDCO
president, paid the required sum of
%1 and the Army Corps of Engineers
agread to send the bridge back to
Phoenizville., It is dated 1891, is
eighty feet long, and the design of
the iron iz called a Pony truss’
Dielivery ia expectad in early summer.

PICTURES TO

IDENTIFY
% fter the recent passage of

the Freedom of Information
Act, previously classified
matarial stored by the TS Defense
Department in Washington, DC,
was opened for public inspection.
Two of our members, Donald and
Bric McAvoy, have copiea of
photographs obtained from this
gource that show US Government
inatallations in Eimberton, PA.
These pictures apparently deal with
air surveillance that began with
balloon ascensions over enemy posts
during the Civil War. Some deal
with airship surveillance and pilot
training. One shows an under-
ground munitions factory.

Surely some of our members will
have background information on
thia fascinating topic. If so, please be
g0 kind a=s to contact Donald or Eric
at the HSPA office, 610-935-TE46.

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
P.0O. Box 552

Phoenixville, PA 19460
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