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QUARTERLY MEETING

he guarterly meeting will
T take place Wednesday,
December 11 at 7:30 pM in
the sanctuzry of the old Lutheran
Chareh at Church and Main Streets,
We ara aure &ll our membars and
their fHends will like fo see the
historic building lighted with
candles and bedecked with presnery,
and will enjoy our holiday
refrechments.
Cur spealker will be L. Alan

Gehert, assistant administrator of 4

Mill Grove museumn and Naturalist
of the Audubon Wildlife Sanctuary.

Mill Grove wag the first home in
America of John James Audubon,
the pioneer ornithelogist  who
devoted his life to making the book
of prints, The Birds of America,
which 15 a record of winged
creatures in their natural
surroundings.  Since  Audubon’s
death im 1851, his much sought-
after artwork has skyvrocketed in
value,

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

Mr. Gehert will show colorful
slides pertaining to his subject. He is
well suited to hiz present career,
both in education and experience.
He carned a BS ab the University of
Montana, specizlizing in ornithology
and wildlife biology, and hae since
been employed as Naturalist for the
Elue Ridge Parkway in Virginia,
and for the Nature Center of the
Grreat Valley io our area, and other
similar aagignments.

DOCUMENTING
PHOENIXVILLE
e Mewspapers Are On Microfilm

SPA president Pete
| | Bamberger's campzipn to
vaise meney for  the

microfilming of local newspapers is
nearing completion. Our sociely was
awarded a grant of 15,000 from the
Sehuylkill River Greenway
Azsociation toward this project,
provided we match this amount.
Members responded, generously
giving more than was requived for
the mateh. Phoenixville Federal
Savings led the way with a gift of

$6,200. The large oumbers of
additional donations from members
and interested area residents plus
an expected gront of $10,000 from
the Department of Commumnity and
Economic Development will make it
possible for ps to finisk =ll the
papers early next year,

The idea of mierofilming hegan a
number of years ago when David M.
Frees Jr., founder of our society,
eocouraged Mrs, Meal Therpe,
editor-in-chicl of the Ewening
Fhoenix, to preserve the history of
Phoenixville in this manner, She
responded by having microfilme

www.PhoenixvilleHistoricalSociety.org

made of the Deily Repeblicans from
1905 to 1909, and the Evening
Thoenix from October 1979 to Juno
1994,

Following her lead HSPA took on
the project in earnest, We purchased
a mierofilm printer/reader with
funds denated by friends of Minam
Clegp, the soctety's historian.
During the next year we raised
30,000 and micrefilmed the local
newspapers dating from 1871 to
1949,

The money raised by the current
campaipn will complets the project,
The 19503 have been filmed, the
19605 are in process, and when they
are completed, the 1970s and the
papers from June 1994 to the end of
2002 will be filmed,

The Board of Directors of HEPA
thanks all who contributed to the
campaipn and invites evervone to
revizit  Phoenixville's  history
through the microfilms.

NEW WEBSITE
ADDRESSES
HSPFA is now available on the web at
sy phoenixvillehistorical=gciaty org,

and our new email address is




heenixville native, Samuel
L._P Whitaker Penmypacker, was
alected on the Eepublican
ticket im November 1302 to be
governor of Peonsylvania. He was
&9 wyears old when he moved to
Harrisburg in January 1903, and he
was an epergetic and ambitious
member of the legal profession whe
had many plons for chanpes and
mprovements in state government,
These he set forth in his innugural
pddress of January 25th, The new
BaviErnor racommendad that
Pennsylvania add to its system of
government depariments devaoted to
highwaya, heolth, forests and
fisharies, mines, and a constabulary,
During has four years in office he
brought  every  one  of  these
smbitious projects te fruition. In
addition, Pennypacker hoped to
inteoduce certain reforms i the
publication of newspapera.

Another project, and one that
required a great deal of his Hme,
was the erection of a new state
capitel building to replace the older
one built in 1822 that was destroyed
by fire seventy-five vears later,

When Pennypacker and  his
family consisting of wife, Virginia,
their four daughters and & som,
arrived  in  Harrighurg,  all
gavernment functions were being
carried out in rented quarters. The
Crrace Methodist Episeopal Chureh,
a number of dwellings, and a plain
brick building that Pennypacker
called 'the Shee Box Factory’ had
been pressed inte service, but this

was an inconvenient arrangement
g0 the new capitol building was
needed in the least possible amount
of time.

Pennypackers impressions of top
officiale  serving the state of
Penneylvania when he took office
are found in a book peblished in
1911, from which we abstract the
following information: the Governor
himself had been a lawyer for thirlky-
five yoara, the last ten as judge in
the Common Pleas Court of
Philadelphia, He was o nakive of
Phoenixville, PA, and was noted for
his kkeen interest in the history of his
state and his high repard for its
attainments. He wos o man of
independent  wealth, was well
traveled, and well versad in the
liberal arts, He wrote a histary of his
hometown entitled, The Annale of
Phoenixville and  Its  Vicinisy.
Pennypacker wos proceded in the
high office of povernor by William A
Stone, a Republican born in Tioga
County, and was succeeded by
Edwin 5, Stuart, a Republican who
was formerly mavor of Philadalphis.
Governor Stone had made the
arigingl plans for the new capitol
building and hed already hired
Joseph M. Iustan fo be the
architect.

Huston was a 3T-year ald
Philadelphian wheo had te his credit
the Witherspoon Building at Walnut
and Juniper Streats in that city and
participation in the Broad Strest
Htation end the Reading Terminal,
Hea laid the tornerstene for the new
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The Builders
of the
Pennsylvania
Capitol
Once Maligned,

Now Exonerated

By Miriem Clegg

capitol building in 1903 ot the
beginning  of  Pennypacker's
administration,

Dr, William P, Soyder was alao at
work on the plans far the ezpitol
building when Governor
Pennypeacker arrived. Owveraight for
the project was provided by a
Euilding Commission and a Board of
Public Grounds and Buildings that
had three membera; the atate
treasurer, the auditor general, and
the povernor himself, Snyder, the
Auditor General, had been a Chester
County MD who left his professien
to embark on a political career, He
had served as President Pro Tem of
the Senste during the session of
1850-1501.

Obviously, events in Harriaburg
were then and are now press
worthy, but the conduct of the preas
then i not what we are familiar
with today. Pennypaclker had
included in hig ingugurnl address a
plan to limit its powers that resulted
in the Salus-Grady, oo Newspaper
Libel Act, o law that reguired eveey
newspaper to bave a masthead an
the editorial page naming the owner
af the paper, the editor, and the reat
af the stafl, and to be responaible for
aceurate reporting of the news.

Mewspaper owners and editors
responded  with  indignation,
cloiming the new law vislated a
constitutional right, freedom of the
press, They ridicaled the new
governor with carfoons, a sample of
which we have pictured hers. Later
the antagonism intensified.



Theodore Eoosevelt, president of
the United States 1900-1903, was
alsp & victim of attacks by the pross,
He was the one whe eoined the
expression “muckraking,’ literelly,
raking up farmyard dung. Ancther
expreasion,  ‘vellow  journalism,’
nmeant sensational news reports.

Prineipal NEWSPEPETE af
Philadelphia were the Inguirer, the
Evening  Bulletin, the Nordh
American, the Peblic Ledger, atc.
and the newspapers of the towns
surrounding the cty included the
following “dailies’; Pheenixville, the
Doily Republican; West Chester, the
Daily Local; and there were a
number of daily newspapera in
Harrishurg. An association of papers
like the pressnc-day Agseciofod
Presz and United Press Inber
national permitted a sharing of
news stories that were uncredited,
but hod o place name on the dats
line,

At the present time, all
newspapers in Philadelphia and
some  outlying  districts  like
Phoenixville have been put en
miceolilm wnd may be read with
geannetfprinters, This has made it
easy for researchers of this article to
regurrect Duily Republicans of early
years and  reconstruct  what
happened durng the early 19003,

We koow from Daily Republicans
and from the writings of SW.
Pennypacker that the DBuoilding
Commisaion and the Board very
quickly set about the task of
“erecting and pdorning a building
ample for the mneeda of a
commonwenlth of eight millions of
people in 20 substontial & manner aa
to mest the reguirements of
architectural atrength and with
such prace =a to satisfy  the
cultivated tastes of instructed
artists," {Pennypacker’s own words).
Tha Tressury, at the time, was on
solid footing, and this was mostly
beepuse Auditor General Soyder
bad eollected money that was owed
to the state but that avervone else
had given up on. He thus built up
the stote's resarves, The new capitol
building waa erected in only o few
years without raiging taxes or
seriously depleting the Treasury,

Even before the capitol was
(nished, some citizens complained
that the building cest too much

money, but compared with other
similar buildings of that era, it was
guite reasonable, Philadelphia’s new
City Hall was one of the eomparable
buildings. Penoypocker liked only
the beat in art and furnishings but
made every effort to keep the
expenses s low as poasible, At
Pennypackers urging, Hustoen, the
architect, agreed to charge less than
was a usual fee, and he charged no
commission at all for procuring the
artwork.

Another plus: they finished it on
time in the fall of 1006, shortly
before the November election of that
year. Edwin Stuart was running on
the Republican ticket and a wealthy
Pittsburgh oilman ran against him.
At that dete, governors were not
allowed by law &o scceeed
themselves in affica.

The first indication of troubla
came during the election campaign
when  State Treasurer William
Berry  claimed that the State
Tremsury had been looted by
contractors for the capitol building
furnishings, Governor Pennypacker
wiss indignant about the accusation
and his reaction was to invite editors
of Philadelphin newspapers to come
to  Harrisburg and see for

themeelves how the money was
spent. The editors refused the
invitetion snd so Pennypackar triad
another tact. He srranged with the
ritlroads for cheap execursion fares
and invited the public to come and
capitol

examine the building.

Thousands took advantage of this
offer and in one day, the governor
shook hande with ten thousand
vigitors whe went back home and
like missionaries tald  their
neighbors about the amazingly fine
building at  Harrigbhurg., In
November, Stuart was electad, and
Governor Pennypaclker was pleased
that the state remained in the
Hepublican ranks.

A dedication ceremony had taken
place in Qetober 1906, and President
Theadors Roosevelt made  the
priocipal address. Huston and
Snyder both came in for a great deal
of prmize, Huston baving made a
galden key for Roosevelt to
ceremonially open the capitol's fine
bronze door.

Pannypacker had  already
arranged for an audit of the sums
spent on the capitol furnishinge,
which was conducted by Attorney
General Hampton Carson. Not
withstanding that favorable audit,
bafore he left office at the end of
December 18906, Pennypacker
recommended that a further audit
be made so a5 to completely satiafy
&l] critics.

As Pennypacker pointed out, the
capital boilding and its furnizhings
were "done at a reasonable cost, The
architect publicly declared thot it
was the cheapest building of its
character in the country, and he

. gave figures to prove the fact. This

doea not mean that no mistakes
were made or that there were ool

The Pernsylvanio Capited,

Pennsylvania Haritege niogesine
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Cartoonist DeMar of the Philadelphic Record shotoy
what the Press would ke to de to Gov, Pernypacker

instances in which articles, if they
atond alone, could bave been bought
fior & lesser sum. In a makter of such
evmplication and difficulty it would
ke remarkable if such instances did
ot fr-CL'ur,“

The Govarnor's relationship with
the: Harrishurg press was so goad at
thal time that he hosted & dinner for
the editors ot the new capital
building. He himself was tendered a
dinner &t the Bellevoe Stratford
Hotel in Fhiladelphia, and was
presented with an elaborate silver
tea gervice on a sterling silver tray.
The Pennypacker family went from
Harrizburg directly to Pennypacker
Mills, a eountry estate that he had
purchased four years previously to
use 88 4 sumimer white house, Tt had
been the home of his ancestor and
had besn inherited by another line
of his farmily. Pennypacler gave up
his Philadelphia home, planning to
livee it the Mill for the rest of his 1ife,

Little did he know what lay
ahead. The microfilined newspapers
show that the incoming povernor,
Edwin Stuart, ordered another audit:
ag Gov. Pennypacker had sugpested.
But instead of agresing with
Carson's favorable monclusions, the
new pudit keaped blame an the
cipital builders and declarad them
guilty of conspiraey and geafr,
Thiring the next four vesrs the
capitol builders were siubjected to

hearingz, followed by trials and
convictions, and finally, prison
terms, The story of these convictions
has been repeated over and sver in
histery bonks up to the present day,
until now, in madern times, even the
history material found on the
Internet containg this lie.

The accusations of graft in
connection with the furnichings of
the capital began with the ill will of
ane perean, Willinm I1. Berey, State
Treasurer in 1906, Berry was not
from Boutheastern Pennaylvania
and  he lacked the big-city
sophistication that might make him
realize the state capitol’s dome waos
an amazingly peod copy of the dome
ab 5t Pater's at the Vatican, and
that the pietorial Mercer tiles in the
interior could be made only by o
master ctaflsman such as Pucks
County's Henry Chapman Merger,

Berry had made a1 personal
appearance in Pheenixville, Octobar
1906, as the principsl speaker at a
rally for the Fusion Party, This
political proup believed cilizens
should cast  their  votes  for
candidates of merit regardless of
party affiliation. Cal. Hamilton
Gilkyaon, owner of the Daily
Bepublican, tonducted the mecting
held at the Colonis] Theater, Berry
was met at the Heading Railrmad
Station and taken to the old Phoenix
Hotel at Bridge and Main Streets
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Cartoonist DeMar thought the Governor would Hlke to
treat the Press in ¢hiiz manner

where he spent the night,

Berry talked about the capitol
builders, as ha did at ail the stops in
his  campaign tour  through
Pennsylvania. He aaid the state of
Permsylvania did not get half of
what they paid for, nnd, among
other discrepancies, brass work
manufactored ol a cost of 270,000
wag sold to the state for $1.6 million,
“Could audacity or repacity go any
further?” he asked. Ceilings in the
Treasury Department, he said, were
sinking and cracking beneath the
welght of the great chandeliers.
There was much mare, and the prass
printed the insults under extra large
headlines,

The microfilmed newspapers
ghow  that Govermor  Stuart
crganized his investipations as spon
&5 he took offce. He had o new
attorney peneral, M. Hampton Todd,
who approprizted $100,000 from the
slate tremsury to sct up a board of
LN RIS E100ers [the Capital
Investigation Commission, or CIO)
and he nlsp ordered an investigation
into gxpenditures by an  orpa-
nization called the Audit Company
of Mew York, The flaw in Gov.
Stuart’s arrangement was that the
Commisaion misunderstood its main
purpose. Tt sheuld heve tried to
discover whether any evidence of
grafl or conspiracy on the part of the
builders  existed. TInstead, the



commission was ewayed by the
strident newspaper coverage and
atated  the  questions  for
determination were fraud and
dishenesty  in  the making of
eonbracts and the performance of
them. In other words their purpose
was bo find out the extent of the
crime, rather than whether a erime
aviated.

Huston and Spyder did nob
intentienally pay more than was
neceagary for the furnishings and
should net have suflersd criminal
progecution on this sceount, but just
as the taxpayers had been led to
believe that vast amounts of their
money had been wasted and
squandered, the members of the
Commigsion had alse heard the
stories of gralt ond conspiracy, and
were predisposed ngainst the eapital

" buildera.

Regular hesrings that were apen
ko the public taok ploce in & building
near the copibel, snd most of the
newspaper coverage for this period
is datelined ITARRISBURG. Our
HSPA rosearchers found the Daely
Republicens made use of double or
triple headlines and inflammatory
text. Editors of that dey knew that
scandals sell papers becanse many
otherwizse richteous people delight
in reading about the faults of others
and are ever ga pleased when people
in high positions are brought low.

The hearings started in January,
1907, with a torrent of vituperation
spainst the builders. & sampling
follows: ‘The Plunder Raked in by
the Capitel Furpishers’ ‘A

Thowssnd Percent Profit- Falsified

gl
Jozeph M. Huston, the Architect

Measuraments,’ ‘Gress Frawd in
Measurements,! ‘Capitel Crocks
Were Clever, 'Calossal Robberics,
"The Lootitg of the State Treasury,
Talace OF Graft’ & New York paper
wis responsible for this last hlast.

Pojorative names appeared a0
often that readers knew without
further explanation that ‘grafter’
meant capitel bulders, ‘paloce of
grafi’ meant the capitol, and
‘conspirstors’ meant certain state
officiala and the eontractors. Those
gaod men wha sheuld have received
praize for their fine work were in
this way denounced and made an
ohject of ridicule.

The newspapers announced long
in advance the erimes they believed
the Audit Company of Mew York
would reveal, But when thia repore
reached the CIC and Gov. Stuart in
June 1907, it was 3o lengthy that it
task a clerk at the hearing five hours
to read alowd about half of it. The
good part of it said “at no point did it
[the audit] show or appear to show
that any of the monies paid by the
state to its contractors in this
connection  had  been  directly
converted to the credit or use of any
of the State officials in the scomints
axamined.” The newspapers ignored
this part, and even though the
report failed te shew proof of
wrongdaing, the CIC recommended
indictments and trisls,

Thirty-seven indictments were
prepared, outlining charges against
fourteen defendants whe included
State officials invelved with the
building of the capitol and the
contractors  whe supplied the
materials. The three Erials that
actually took place were conducted
in the Dauphin County Court House
in Harrishurg, and the remaining
thirty-four cases were sattled by a
lepal process kpown =as nolle
progegei, Many of the furnishing
contractors did not want the names
of their frms associpted with the
controversy and returned the money
they had received from the atate.

Of the three trials, the second
ended in an acquittal, so 1o ooly two
af the thirty-seven cases did the
prosecutors succesd.

The judge of these trials wae the
Honorahle Gearge Kunkel, The
prosecutor was  the  state  of
Fennsylvania represented by Jamas

5

D William P, Snvder,
a Chester County physicinn

Searlett, The defendanta were State
officiale who had served during the
administrations of Gov, Stone and
Gov, Pennypacker, the architect
Joseph M. Huston, and the low
bidder en the contracts for
furnishings, Jobo H. Sandersan.

Qur H3PA researcher notes that
defense witnesses were not asked
how the prices of the furnichings
were determined, or how much had
been paid. Instead, they were
berated for their dishonest dealings
when such dishonesty had yet to be
established,

In general, the hearings amd
subsequent trials violated certain
legal principles. One, there was oo
presumption of IODGLEnCE,
samething that every citizenm iz
entitled to under the Constitution of
the United States. Two, since there
wag more than one trinl the
defendants wera twice in jeopardy,
Thres, the prosecutors did oot take
into account that public efficials are
presumed to do their work honestly,

Most of the testimony in the CIC
hearings and the court tmals was
boring, since it consisted of some
flaw in & piece of furniture or some
misplaced entry in an account bool,
but our HSPA resesrchers who read
the Deiy Republican NeWsSpEDECS
picked out some inkeresting points.

The Daily Republican of June 25,
1907 reported that T, Larry Eyre, a
former superintendent of Grounds
and Buildings, testified about
metallic filing cases supplicd by the
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Gow, Pennypocker in dhe Execufive Chamber, Harrisbury
Jfane fitohey drawing

Pennaylvania Construction Com-
pany of Lancaster County. Eyre was
building a home for himsgelf in West
Chester arpund that time and
employed the same contractor the
state had used, The lawver for the
preseeution intimaled that Eyre bad
work done an his own home that was
charged to the State, but Eyre had
anticipated this tactic and he pulled
out of his pocket the cancelled
checlks and signed receipts that
proved he had paid the West
Chester house bills himself.

The Daily Republican  of
February 7, 1908 reported that tons
of furniture-were brought from the
capitol to the courthouse to use as
evidence. For lack of space in the
courtroom the furniture waa left in
the corridaras whers it was used as
seating by the heterogeneous
masees that thronged the courts.
MNewcomers from Poland, Italy,
Croatia and Hungary found that the
expensive leather covered sofms
made very agreeabls seating.
During the sezsign of divorce court,
wamen and babies uaed the large
sofa near the entranee to Courc 2
a5 the adjunct to a nursery.

The Daily Republicon of
February 27, 1908 reported that
more than ffty charncter witnesses

teok time off from their regular jobe
to appear in eourt to attest to the
honeaty of the defendanta, Sl well
known  today  are  Phoenixville
admirers of William . Snyder: AR
Whitaker; Themas F. Byre and
Willinm H., Porsons from  the
knitling  mill; Willinm  Wawvne,
fartner; Gearge Tmstad, physician,
4. W, Thompson, postmaster; Amos
3. Gotwals, merchant; Thomaz A,
Evana, manulfacturer; and Oscar E.
Thompson, State Senatar,

The Doily  Repoblicon  of
Movember 14, 1908 devated o large
spagce to Governor Pennypacker's
appearance on the stand. The ex-
governor was subpoenaed to appear
g8 a witness along with other
prominent political figures, Gov.
Stone  and  Attorney  General
Hampton Carson, The important
figures performed this duty amiably,
because, as Pennypacker said, a
civilized aociety iz one that is
governed by law, and he believed in
compliznce with established laws.

Dafanze lawyer Lyman Qilbert
pointed out in his epening address ta
the jury that Gov. Pennypacker had
oot been indicked becavse of his
spotless reputation for honesty and
he asked why the same courtesy
had not been extended to Hostan

G

and Soyder since they alzo had clean
recards.

Another point made by the
defense was the lifestyle of the men
wha were acoused of stealing large
amounts from the State. Huston and
Snyder continued to live in ordinary
circumetancas. Meither of them, for
instance, 'ran a car.’ There were cars
on the road at that date but before
Henry Ford introduced mass-
produced automobiles, only the very
wiealthy could afford them.

Then there was a story that ene
evening, the ex-governor was invited
to eame from Schwenksville to
Phoenixville ta address the Woman's
Club on the tapic ‘Life in Foreipn
Countries.”" Pennypacker told the
ladies about Holland because the
Pennypacker foamily came from
olland and he had recently visited
that eountry, The troubled political
figure cleverly worked into hia
speech a bit aboul the people of
Holland having a great sensc of
humaor and confessed o his
apellbound audience that he had
inherited this frait and it wos only
through his Dutch sense of humor
that he got through the ordeal of the
trinl, He zaid he lowghed up his
sleave at the mistakes made by the
prodecution.

Judge Kunlkel, on Decamber 15,
1908, proncunced sentence sn the
capitol builders who had been
convicted of crimes at the firet trinl
that ended March 13 of that wear.
Kunkel imposed a fine and a pricon
term of two vesrs in the state
penitentiary at Philadslphia. Those
who received the heavy penalty wera
all men who had worked on the
plans of the eapitel building during
Gov. Stone's term, and they were
John H. Sanderson, contractor; Dr.
William Snyder, Awditor General;
Willinm L. Mathues, State
Tressurer; and James M.
Shumaker, Superintendent of Public
Buildings and Grounds,

The fate of the architect Huston
and  the metallic  furniture
contractor, H. Burd Cassell, and
cight others iovelved in the court
case was not settled until the third
trial ended with convictions. The
ones who were sentenced back in
1908 weere released on badl o pwait
o degsion from the higher courts,
bul the Supreme Courl dedsion was



not made until Mareh &, 1910, By
that time, Mathues and Sunderson
were  decensed.  Mathues  died
ghortly after hiz sentencing and

Sanderson likewise suecumbed to

the streseful situstion befors he
could be imprizencd, Frank Irvine, a
troveling andicor who had nothing
more to de with the case than
running  an  errand  for  Gov.
Pennypacker, hecame mentally
distraught during the first trial and
was placed in an insane agylum.

The newspapers and Penny-
packers writings provide us with
the following illuminative state-
ments: Pennypacker said, “Huston,
Soyder and Shumaker, knowing the
zovd they endeavared to do and that
they accomplished, need have no
sense of shame and do not require
vour sympathy. The shame is on
those who misused the power of the
Commonwealth, Let these who
fanned ond fostered the scondal
lalee the responsibility,”

Huston said, “This may injure my
body and wreck me physically, but
my mind and my lrain will remain
pure and active and when I eome out
of here [jail], I will be conbled to
purgs myself of this disgroce, Thank
God 1 man's mind and brain remain
beyond perseention” A man whao
arranged for Huston's eventual
parale said, “To free Huston iz the
least recompense that can be
accarded  to §  man  unjustly
cenvictad, From my knowledge of
the inzide of this caze, 1 know that
he was unjustly convicted, amnd
should never have been sent to the
Panitantiary."

Snyder's enmments ware “I am
eompelled to suffer an imprisonment
that to mo i worse than death itself
without haviog dane my fellow man
or my State an intentional wrong, or
aver having knowingly committed a
criminal act. T have the fullest
confidenee in eur eourts and from
my youth was taught to reapeet our
Judges, and these feolings remain
unchanged, although in my own
case, [ know there has baan an awful
miscarriage of justiee”

A Daily Republican paper dated
MNovember 20, 1911 announced the
publication of Pennypaclker's book,
The Dezecration and Profanation of
the Pannsylvanie Capitol. The ex-

covarnpr wrote thia 104-page book
expecting to free his associates from
the unjust accusations leveled
apainst them. He wos unsuceessiul
during his lifetime, but his corefully
worded legal trentise has the ring of
truth when read todoy.

All three of the prisoners were
released in Decomber of 1911 after
aerving terms of six months for
Huslon, and nineteen months each
for  Znyder and Ehumaker,
Shumaker lived the rest of his lile in
his hometown of Jolhnstown, where
he had been a Danker befora
entering the political Geld. He had
now lost his good reputation. Some
wears before he had lost his wife in
the disastrons Johmstown flood of
15849,

Huston continued his eareer as
an architect but his commissions
wers relatively minor. He lived until
1940,

Snyder spent his remaining
years oo a farm in Kast Vincent
Township, Chester County, that he
hod purchased the day after the
aecond trinl, the one that had ended
with an acguittal. The property is
presently the Kimberton Waldoef
Echonl.

MNewspapers had no additional
stories about the sapitel case until
an obituery notice wos ooeasioned by
the death of Samuel Whitaker
Pennypacker on Seplember 1, 1916,
The Daily Republicen printed a
number of articles devoted 6o his
distinguished career in politics and
his other attainments, Amonpgst the
laudatory remarks, a news stary
from the Philuedeiphia Public Ledger
was  reprinted in  the Daily
Republican, The writer praised the

deceased  man's  maoy  accom-
plishments, but smd Penoypacker's
dealings with the press revaalsd the
quixatie side of his nature.

Editor Gilkyson ssams to have
had a change of heart when Snyder
died, because hia newspaper printed
headlines thst read "Dr. Sovder's
Iraneral Largely Attended,™
“Frominent Republican Leaders of
the County Were Present.” And
there followed o story thot ended,
“We have no desire fo stir up the
dead embers of the past, but there
are many friends of Auditor General
Snyder who believe that he was
more sinned apainst than sinning,
and that he waa but a meana to an
end, and a toal in the hands of the
plotters. But the hlow broke his
heart and ghatterad his health and
the friendly man lived out the
meagure of his days in comparative
seclusion. It was not, however, a
friendlesa seclusion, for the seeds of
hiz past kindnesses brought forth
many friends who never forgot him
in life and now mourn him in death,”

The beaufiful eapitol building
stonds serenely on a hill above the
Susquehanna River where visitors
are told about how it was built and
the fate of the buildera. Tt will
celebrate its hundredth anniversary
in 2008, Isn't it time that historians
ravise the story of 1t construction so
as to remove the blemish of crima
from this otherwise magnificent
structure and give the men who
auffered so unjustly the credit they
truly deserve?

Acknowledgements and credits follow
o Rext poge.

Fernypacker Millz, the Qovernor's summer White House 1903-1507,

afterwards fis peor-round residence



ACENOWLEDGEMENTS

* Interview with Neal G. Thorpe,
former editor-in-chief of the Daily
Republican, September 27, 2002

» Extensive research in HSPA
archives by my collaborator Zoé
Perkins

* Website of Pennsylvania Historic
and Museum Commission

* Printouts of articles in recently
microfilmed Daily Republican
newspapers in the HSPA
archives. Dates are from April
1906 to June 1920

® Printouts of articles in microfilmed
newspapers in the Free Library of
Philadelphia ’

* S.W. Pennypacker’s book, The
Desecration and Profanation of
the Pennsylvania Capitol,
William J. Campbell, 1911

PICTURE CREDITS

* The Pennypacker Mills Residence
and Portrait of S.W. Pennypacker
from The Autobiography of a
Pennsylvanian, by Samuel W.

' Pennypacker, John C. Winston
Company, 1918

® Portrait of Joseph M. Huston
from Pennsylvania Heritage, Vol
XX No. 1 (Winter 1994)

® Photo of Capitol from Pennsyl-
vania Heritage, Summer 2001

* Capitol dome photo, page 2, from
State Senator Jim Gerlach

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to NEW
ﬂ MEMBERS Sandra Kunkel,
Mr. and Mrs. Tom King, Tim
McAvoy, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Berger,
and Mariann Horan. With regret we
report the deaths of Margaret Deger
Eachus, Ford Oglesby, Elwood
Faddis, Joanna Reed and Frances
Michener.

Joining as a FRIEND is Estelle
Solomon, and renewing their
memberships as FRIENDS are Pete
Bamberger, Edna Rapp, Rodger
Rapp, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher

Jones and Richard Unger. Renewing
his membership as a SPONSOR is
Dr. Donald Harrop.

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS were
made by Mahlon Miller and Marie
Ludwick. A sincere thank you to all
the wonderful people who made
special contributions to our micro-
filming of newspapers fund; they have
received personal thank-you notes.

DETAIL DRAWINGS
CATALOGUED

hoenix  Steel Company
CP drawings donated to our

archives by the late Mike

Viresik have been catalogued. Bill
and Eileen Lambert have placed
over 6,000 of them on a database.
The Board must now review which
items will become a part of our
permanent collection and which will
be offered to the collections of other
societies.

GENUARDI TAPES

enuardi Family Market has
g an improved method of

sharing profits with its
customers’ favorite non-profits. They
call it their Community Cash Back
Program. Until now participating
groups collected Genuardi’s register
receipts and purchased script from
the store. This method was laborious
and time consuming for all involved.
Now customers can link their
Genuardi’s Club Cards directly to a
non-profit group’s identification
number. Every purchase is recorded
electronically and automatically; you
could say it’s “money in the bank” for
the participating non-profit group.
Every group now has the potential to
earn more money than ever before

with less effort. For complete infor-
mation visit www.escrip.com, where
HSPA’s eScrip ID number is 2400910

ORGANIZING
PHOTOS
CB oard member Peter Brown is

determining the proper way
to preserve our photographs
and a means of creating a visual
database. Volunteers are needed for
this project. If you are interested,
please contact Brown through the
society at 610-935-7646.

CANDLELIGHT
HOLIDAY TOUR

he annual December holiday
T tour benefiting the Colonial
Theater will be held Satur-
day, December 7, between 4 and 8
PM. The HSPA museum will be open
that afterncon and tour goers will
also walk or travel by trolley,
whichever they choose, to many
other points of interest. They will see
beautifully decorated private homes
and houses of worship and will listen
to the voices of an A Capella-Pops
choir. Phoenixville's remarkable model
railroad display will delight viewers
of all ages. The tour starts at the
mural and ends at the Colonial
Theater. Advance tickets are $15.
Tickets purchased the day of the tour
are $20. For more information go
online at www.CharminglyLindas.com/
HouseTour.htm.

MOORE HAILL
M oore Hall will have an Open

House on December 19
between 2 to 4 PM. Watch for
more details in the Phoenizx.

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
204 Church Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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