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DINNER MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2001

he anmual dinner meeting
T will take place the evening of
Wednesday, September 19th
at the Phoenixville Country Club. 4
cash bar will open at 600 PM and
dinner will be served at G:30 PML
Please respond to Four invitation
promptly as late reservations are
hard to handle,

After dinner Harry Conner of
Eennett Sguare will give an
informal tallk abont the timepieces of
past centuries using artifacts from
his own collection as illustrations.
His topics range from sun dials to
tall caze clocks to pocket watches,

Conner iz of the opinion that
ordinary people in olden days often
had no timepieces in their homes,
but depended on public clocks to tell
them the time. Phoenixwille has

preserved a clock of this kind
that sits atop the old Gay Street
schonl building.

PASSING
THE GAVEL

resident Rebecca Manley
c‘p will pass the symbol of her
office to our incoming

president, H. Brent (Pete)
Bamberger at the dinner meeting on
September 19th.

Pate is no stranger to the town of
Plhioenixville, but for those not
already acquainted with him, some
background information would not
be amias.

He was born in 1931 and has
lived in our area since 1961, Cur
new president pgraduated from
Lowvola College, received a Master's
Degree at Villanova University, and
most of hia life has held sales and
management positions in  the
packaging industry. He was at one
time a supervisor of Schuylkill

township and is the current
president and member of the board
of directors of the Kiwanis Club of
Phoenixville, besides being active in
several other civic endeavors.

For the last fow wears Pete has
served on the board of directors of
H5PA and is chairman of the
newspaper microfilming project.

Rebecca Manley

Becky Manley pgraduated from
Kutztown State College with a BFA
degree in Communication Design,
and has held positiona in the graphic
design field. She is currently a free
lance graphic designer. Both
education and work exzperiences
hawve equipped her with skills she
applies to museum management.
Becky has long advocated the
eduecation of school children in local

historv and has organized wearly
visita of kindergarten students to
our museuny, likewise upper grades,
Scouts, ete

She has modernized our
muzeum, bringing it up to current
standards for exhibits rooms of
gimilar size. The museum will
continue to improve. She has vastly
improved the appearance of our
newsletter. Mot everyone realizes
Becky buys the paper and copies it
herself on our office copier.

She has organized walking tours,
and mounta offeite historical
exhibits. During her term as
president, a grant from the AAW
was awarded to HSPA. Thi=s added
HSPA to the list of orpanizations
approved  for  the Museum
Aszsessment Program (MAP).

Our society now parts with a
good president, but we retain this
vary dedicated member as our
Chairman of the Board and
Mugeum Chair.

WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS
W o need more volunteers so

the office and museum can
be open additional days and
we especially need someone for
data entry.

OFFICE &
MUSELUNM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays betwean
9 aM. and 3 PM and are also open
the first Sundar of evary month
between 1 and 4 BM
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.




Joseph Whitaker 1789-1870

The Life and Times of a Notable Pensylvania Ironmaster

start in the business of

3 o3eph Whitaker got an early
manufacturing iron. At age

seven vears, he chopped cord wood
to make the charcoal for Chester
County blast furnaces. As a young
man he made nails in Philadelphia
with newly invented nail machines.
He then inwveated his earnings in
nail factories located in
Pennsylvania and Mew Jersey, and
b the time he was 33 vears old, he
was part owner and full-time
manager of the Phoenix Works in
Phoenixville, Pennavlvania, then
the largest nail factory in the nation.

For the rest of hia life, the
Phoenizville area wag the home base
of Joseph, his wife, and their twelve
childrern, When he died he was one
of the wealthiest citizens in this part
of Pennsylvania.

The complete story of Joseph
Whitaker's life, so far as we know,
has never been written in apite of
the fact that multiple references to
him exist in local historical
literature.

Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker,
well known author and former
povernor of Pennsylvania, was the
eldest of Joseplh's many grandsons
and a great deal of information
about our subject has been taken
from Pennypacker's Annals of
Phoenixville and [ts  Vicinify,
published in 1871. Likewise the
same author included stories about
his grandfather in his own
autobiography, published in 1916.

Jozeph  Pittman, of the
Montgomery County Archives for
the Register of Wills, located Joseph
Whitaker's will for us, and Michelle
Matz of the Pennypaclker Mills in
Schwenlksville sent va photographa.

Cur own historical society
provided what is surely the most
reliable font of information on the
suhject, a seven-page sketch of his
life written by Whitaker himself in
1365, This wvoice from the grave, so
to speak, relates in great detail facts
ahout the formative years of hia life

By Mirlam Clegg

when he lived in a log cabin. We call
thiz aketch the Memoirs and of
necessity have added punctuation
and corrected the spelling, but
otherwise, our direct quotes are as
he wrote them.

The first Whitaker to come to the
New World was the father of the
Whitaker in this article, and hia first
name was alao Joseph. The two
never used senlor and junior with
their names.

The elder Whitaker was born in
Leeds, England, and was being
trained for the ministry of the
Church of England, but he rebelled
against his father, joined a
regiment of cavalry in the British
Army, and sailed with them to
America. The British Army aimed to
wvanquish the army of rebels who had
declared their independence from
the Mother Country. He
participated in a number of battles
but became convineed of the merits
of the American cause and deserted.

The Memeoirs describea the
gventa of 1777-8 as follows: "My
father left abowt the time that the
Revolutionary War commenced
befroeen this country and England,
fiill of patriotism to sustain the rule
of the Crown over this country, but
found he was wrong and adopted
this as his own - setftled first in White
Marsh then north of Coventry Forge,

married Sarah, doughier of Jacob
and Sarah Updegrove, whose father
wis of German descent and mother
was of English descent, maiden
nome Butler, my father and mother
raised o family of fourteen children,
fivelve of them fo mafurity."

The place he deacribes as north of
Coventry Forge was a heavily
forested area in northern Chester
County, a short distance from the
boundary line with Berks County.
The Whitakers' log honse was in the
vicinity of two hblast furnaces,
Hopewell and Warwick, and ther
were part of an industrial village
made wup of furnace workers,
farmers, and the service people who
supplied the needs of the villagers.

Charcoal was the only fuel then
naed in iron making, and wvast
acreages of forest land were
neceszary to obtain a supply of this
essantial commodity.

The senior Whitaker appears for
fifty wears in the ledgers of the
Hopewell company store. He is
liasted as a woodecutter, farmer and
weaver. The last occupation means
he wove cloth from fibers spun on a
spinning wheel. Before ready made
apparel tailors and seamstresses
made clothing from homespun cloth.
Whitaker probably learned to weave
during his boyhood in England ainea
his father's occupation was called
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A log house similar to the Whitakers'
Thiz cut iz taken from Futhey & Cope's History of Chester County, p. 763

'cloth manufacturer. He alao made
money as a woodcutter and put food
on the table by farming. Theae were
menial occupations, but it has been
said about him, "Despite his poverty
and his failings, he was ntensely
proud and was able to maintain a
sense of superiority in the rural
neighborhood in which he lived."

A bor who received his father's
name, Joseph, was born March 29,
1729, He was the Whitakers' second
son and sixth child. At seven weara
of age the little fellow was able to
help around the farm by picking
stones out of the tilled fields and he
soon learned to plough and harrow
and fetch the cows to the milking
barn. In winter he too chopped wood
to make charcoal for the furnaces.
He worked at thia job until he waa
twenty years old and by that age he
could split and stack five and a half
cords in a day. (The average was two
a day.) A cord measured & foet by 4
fest by 4 feot.

When he was full grown Joseph
learned to be a collier and excelled
at this work the same ag he had at
woodeutting., As the Memoirs tell
us: "I coaled two summers for
Warwick and Hopewell Furnoces.
The last summer af the above I had
acgrired so complete a knowledge of
the art of making charcoal that the
contractor left the manogement of
the job to me while he aitended to
another."

The coaling process was touchy
and a collier worked hard for a

living. He stacked cordwood on end
around a crib-like wooden chimney
in the center of a pit. This low
mound was covered with leaves and
dirt and set on fire at the center. The
gmoldering wood was carefully
tended twenty-four hours a day for
ten to fourteen days until it 'came to
post,' or waa completely charred.
Success at this endeavor depended
on heat that was regulated so as to
expel the tar and moisture without
consuming the wood itself, Fire was
a constant hazard. If the collier
found mulls, or soft spots, he had to
" jump the pit' and refill them in
such a way that he preserved the
ghape of the pile and maintained
gven buming,

Josepl's brother James, oldest of
gix Whitaker boys, studied to he a
blackamith and at age 15, left the
Hopewell Furnace and pot work
making nails in Philadelphia.
Joseph was then twelve, and his
mother told him that much now
depended upon his earning money to
help the family along. The Memoirs
gay he went to achool only now and
then in the wintertime when the
sn0W Wwas too deep to chop wood.

The members of the small
community worked hard but they
sometimes indulged in play. Joaeph
described it thus: "I like others
practiced playing ball, jumping,
wrestling, and going fo huskings,
apple butter stirrings, and quilfing
froficks. On Sunday fo the Baptist or
Methodist Church."
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Some explanation of these
diversions i3 needed. Playing ball
refers to a game called 'town hall'
which was a predecessor of baseball.
Jurnping, of course, was high jumps
or competitive distance jumps.
Husking frolicks were harvest-time
foativities at which the pguests
husked field corn. At apple butter
stirrings, the fruit was heated over
an open fire in a huge brass kettla
soated on an iron stand and the
stirring was done with paddles
attached to a long wooden arm.
Evervone took a turn stirring until
the proper consistency was obtained.

Young men did not stitch quilts.
They went to the parties, paired off
with the roungladies and made sure
they got home safely, walking with
them along the dark roads and
through the patches of woodland.
There was a song about it
called "Secing Mellie Home." One of
the lines set to music was, "T'was
from Aunt Dinal's quilting party I
was seaing Mellie home."

Young Joseph might have atayed
longer in the country community
were it not for the serious accident
he has described in the Memoirs as
follows: "In summer my fime was
spent on the farm hawling cordwood
and coaling. Af the lafter I became
what was called o good hand bui
this was very near putting an end fo
my career by going onfo a newly lit
fire pit to see and feel if 'she' as we

Jozeph and Grace Whitaker

posing for a daeguerrectypist.
Courtesy of Michelle Maiz,

Historic Pennypacker Mills



called the pit, was all right. The
Eridoing gave way and in I went to
my armpits. I had the shovel in my
hand which saved me from passing
don some ten to eleven feet in
flames that surrounded me almost
instantly. Thank God with my own
exertions I am here. Yot being
spared from a terrible death T began
to think more serionsly as fo what
my future state would have been had
I not escaped from the flames at
that time."

'T had served as much fo felp my
father along with the younger
porfion of the family as I thousht
duty reguired of me. My elder
Erother had leff home over six years
and was then in Philadelphia. He
sent for me with the suggestion that 1
could do betfer in the city. I managed
to get a gray coal, pants, and some
smaller wear (mnderwear) fed wp in
a hendkerchief and nine dellars in
my pocket, part of which I lost on the
first day in the city by looking and
walking around # befng anxions fo
see what I condd.”

Joseph found his brother working
in a nail shop in Hartongs Alley near
Christ Church. Hiz equipment was a
grindatone and two horachead
cutting machines with two heading
machines, and he was making aprigs
(a headless nail) and tacks.

When the new arrival tried the
machinery a chest pain showed him
that the machines were poorly
deaigned ao he invented a foot
peddle arrangement. This apared
hiz arm and cheat and he found with
the new arrangement he could cut
and head fifteen thousand nails a
day, instead of the ten thousand
that had been considered a day's
work., He soon was making two to
four dollars a day, which was hig
wages in 1809-10. The Memoirs
relate what happened next.

"By working day and night [
cleared a little money and married
Grace Adams. She had no money. We
Both went fo work."

Grace was a daughter of Samuel
and Elizabeth Adams and she was
born the same Fear as her hushand.
Her father had died a poor man and
her mother took in boarders to
support the family. Young Joseph
and hia bride were married April 28,
1811. Also that year James
Whitaker, the older brother,
married Sarah Adams, a sister of

Grace's. Both couples had large
familiea of children. The Joseph
Whitakera had twelve and the
James Whitakers had fifteen
offspring. Anna Maria, born in
1316, was the firat child of Joseph
and Grace, and she would later be
the wife of Dr. Isaac Pennypacker, a
Phoenixville physician, and mother
of four sons, one of whom was
Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker.

In time Joseph branched out on
his own and became a partner in
another nail factory., Joseph was
moderately succeasful but says that
he never borrowed money in his
business dealings fearing he would
go into debt. Then one day a Quaker
dealer offered him a bargain price on
iron. He was hesitant, but the
dealer said, "Josepl, thee never asks
for credit. I shall give thee four
months' time to pay. Young
Whitaker gave the man his note but
lost sleep over 1t. "In debt, in debt,"”
kept sounding in his ears for some
two or three weeks by which time he
had made enough money to take up
hiz note. From that time on,
Whitaker saya, he was always more
or less in debt but thanks to a kind
Providence was able to pay on short
notice.

This is the end of the Memairs.
We are indebted to Samuel W.
Pennypacker, the grandson, for
information about the rest of his
grandfather's adventures.

Pennypacker tells us that both
James and Joseph served in the
militia during the War of 1812 A
COMpAany from Philadelphia
marched to Marcus Hook in
September of 1814 and thers
encamped for several weeks in
expectation of an attempt bv the
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British to enter Philadelphia, but
the invasion never occurred.

In the post-war period, the
brothers no longer earned a living by
manual lahor, but instead invested
in other nail works and made these
investments pay off. They prew ever
more ambitious and in 1816 they
leased and operated a rolling mill at
Falls of the Schuylkill. In 1820 ther
leased the Delaware Works on the
Brandywine in Wilmington,
Delaware, and later the Gibraltar
Forge along the Schuylkill River in
the Reading, Pennsylvania area.

Ther had climbed pretty nearly
to the top of the nail trade when, in
1826, they formed a partnerahip
with Benjamin and David Reeves
and shared in the management of
the Reeves' Cumberland Works at
Bridgeton, New Jersey, which was
the second largest nail factory on the
East Coast. The following wear the
chief nafl works in Pennaylvania,
the Phoenix Works of Phoenixville,
came on the market. Deeply in debt,
Phoenix Works, along with the
entire village of Phoenizville, was
sold to satiafy the creditors. The
purchaser was the partnership of
Reeves and Whitaker, owners of the
rival New Jersey nail worksa.

The controlling interest in
Phoenixville's iron industry was
henceforth in the hands of the
Reeves family who opened an office
in Philadelphia, halfway between
their Mew Jersey and Pennaylvania
enterprises, while James and
Joseph Whitaker were sent to
Phoenixville to  give on-site
supervision. The new arrivals
settled in Phoenixzville residences.

James and his family moved into
the house near the Schuylkill River



formerly owned by James Starr, the
miller. Joseph and Grace with their
first-born  children moved into
Mumber 10 North Main Street, the
oldeat house in Phoenixville. Anna
Maria was twelve years old at the
time, and Samuel A., their oldest
son, was also of school age. At that
date public achools were still in the
future so their daughters were
enrolled in the Quaker academy in
Kimbertan run by Emmor Eimhber.
Their sons evidently received
aqually good educations since
Samuel became a doctor.

James Whitaker remained in
Phoenizville only three vears and
then relocated to Reading to manage
iron worka in that city. Joseph for
the next sixteen years was sole
superintendent at Phoenizville and
he remained here the rest of his life,
taking an active role along with his
children in the rapid development of
this small town. He was now well to
do. If yvou compare the buying power
of money at that time with today's
currency, he was a millionaire
before he was forty.

Pennypacker SAyS hia
prandfather was well qualified for
his new job. He possessed immense
energy and force of character, was
close and careful with expenditures,
was exacting in hiz demands on
those emploved, and unsparing in
hiz own exertions.

Whitaler wery early pgave
evidence of his forceful nature.
Workmen of that day were
accustomed to imbibing alecholic
drinks on the job which was a
dangerous practice. Their employer
did not waste words. He simply got
rid of the offensive drink by wresting
the bottles from their hands and
smashing them. But it is told that a
few deflant workmen preserved
their aupply of liquor by sinking
canteens in the French Creek with
corks attached as buoys.

While Joseph Whitaker was in
charge, a map was made of the
entire acreapge of the village and he
sold building lota to employecs to
diacourage their dependency on
company housing. When the new
Philadelphia & Reading Railroad
made anthracite coal readily
available, he changed the method of
making naila to take advantage of
this cheaper fuel. He also found it

more economical to make iron
directly from the ore on the site
mstead of purchasing raw iron from
the forges. The size of the plant was
greatly increased and with greater
volume of production, prices
came down and sales of iron
products soared.

In 1548 Whitaker sold the shares
he owned in the now-prosperous
business and investad the money to
advantage in other iron wentures.
Purchasers of his portion were his
eldest son Samuel A., Robert C.
Michols, and Robert 5. Buck, and the
last named person  relocated from
Bridgeton, MNew  Jersey o
Phoenixville and moved into the
company-owned house at Number
10 MNorth Main Street. The name of
the iron works at Phoonixville was
changed to Reevea, Buck &
Company, and Buck built a large
mill so Phoenixville could make rails
for the burgeoning railroad
businesa.

In 1865, by Act of Legislature,
the works was Incorporated as
Phoenix Iron Company. David
Recves was President, and his son
Sarnnel J. Reeves was vice president
and treasurer. Only a Fear or so
later, John Griffen became general
superintendent.

Joseph Whitaker was elected toa
seat in  the Legislature at

Harrisburg in the fall of 1843, but
disliked politics and the following

year declined a re-nomination.

While he held office, he secured a
charter to build an intercounty
bridge over the Schuylkill River
between Fhoenixville and
Ouincyville, the town on the other
gide. In 1846 he selected a beautiful
spot on the hillside across the river
and built a house befitting a notable
iron mastar,

The east-west street in
Phoemixville was now renamed
Bridge Street and at the suggestion
of a friend, Whitaker named his new
home Montelair. Later the depot of
a Pennsylvania Railroad branch line
was given the name Mont Clare, a
misspelling, and eventually the
whole area was called Mont Clare.
Incidentally, Joseph Whitaker,
probably for sentimental reasons,
upon the death of his parents,
bought the log cabin aite where he
spent his bovhood from a man
named Samuel Polsgrova.

A local event involving the
Whitaker family occurred around
this time. The residents of
Phoecnizville demanded thelr own
municipal government, saring that
West Chester, fifteen miles away,
was too far to po to use the court
house and jail. After considerable
political agitation, in March of 1849,
proponents of the plan succeeded
and the town was incorporated az a
borough, There was an election for
the firat borough officers, and
running againat each other for the
top position of Burgess, or maror,

MONTCLATR
Monrtclair was built in a stvle favered for mansions that overlocked
the Schaylkill River. Drawing by Jane Ritchey.



An energetic descendant
Captain Somuel Whitaker leading Spanish-American War troops across the
Goay Street Bridge. Photo courtesy of Mimi Hicstand.

Marrland, butlearned at the depot
that the railroad bridges acroas the
Snsquehanna had been burned by
secessioniats, The train could go no
further than Wilmington, Delawars.
They returned home but Whitaker
tried another tactic. The hired man
and his wife werse to drive Samuel in
a two horse carriage across Chester
and Lancaster Counties and use the
Conowingo  Bridge owver the
Snsquehanna River to get to the
destination.

If they were stopped on the way
the coachman was to say he lived
with a family in Havre de Grace that
was alarmed about the war and had
sent him to Pennsylvania to bring
back their son from a Cheater
County schoal.

The trio drove without incident
as far as the bridge. Thers they mat
a party of horsemen stationed at the
northern end. The Pennypacker
carriage was surrounded by a

Jdozeph R., a son of
Jozeph and Grace Whitaker.
alzo made o forfune
in the iron business

hostile foree, puns in hand, but the
tale was plausible and they were
allowed to proceed. After two days
they reached Havre de Grace and
then went to Principio. Samuel
delivered messages from Joseph and
brought back news for him about his
Whitaker relatives.

The secessionist movement failad
later that month and Maryland
lined up with the northemn states.
Individual differences remained.
George P, Whitaker was a resolute
Union man. Joseph Couder, his son-
in-law, a member of the Cecil
County aristocracy, was
srmpathetic with the Confederacy.

Two Fears later Samuel served
briefly with the Union forces. He got
to Gettysburg and saw some of the
action there. His record reads:
"Samuel W. Pennypacker, Company
F, 26th Pennsvlvania Volunteer

Militia, Emergency, mustered
June 20th, 1883; discharged
July 30, 1863."

Jogeph Whitaler lived five years
after the War was over, then died
one evening very peacefully at his
home in Mont Clare while he was
reading the newspaper after his
return from his day's work. Grace
had died four months previously.
Hiz will was probated December
gth, 1870. He left his fortune in
more or less equal shares to six
children. He had kept a record of the
varions amounts he gave them in his
lifetime and deducted these sums
from their inheritances. Instructions
for burial in Morris Cemetery were
mecluded in the will.

Whitaker's deacendants are
legion. We know of three who are
members of our historical society:
Meal Thorpe, William Whitaker
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Griffen, and (Georgeanna
Pennypacker Souza. There may be
many more. An unhroken succession
of family members have lived for
1566 years in the house he built at
Mont Clare. Pennypacker says that
all members of the family exhibit
their ancestor's drive and energy. "It
is a remarkable fact," he once wrote,
"that individual descendants who in
south show the traits of other
forefathers, as they grow older,
display the mental and phyaical
characteristics of Joseph Whitaker.
He wears out the stocks of lesser
vital strenpgth."

Credits
Michelle Matz, Pennypacker Mills
in SBchwenksville, P4; Historic home
of Samuel W, Pennypacker, which is
administered by the Montgomery
County Department of History and
Cultural Arta

Joseph  Pittman, Montgomery
County Archives for the Bepister of
Wills

Joseph BE. Walker, Hopewell Villoge:
The Dynamics of a Nineteenth
Cenfury Tron-making Community,
Univeraity of Pennaylvania Preas,
1966, p. 465 ot al

Hopewell Furnore Handbook 124,
Mational Park Bervice, 1088
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BOOKS FOR SALE

AT THE SOCIETY

» Annals of Phoenixville and Its
WVicinity, by 5. W. Pennypaclker,
Ard Printing, hard cover and dust
jacket, $22.

» It started with a Mail Factory,
by M. Clegg, $5

*» Samuel W. Pennypacker,
A Biography, by M. Clegg, $5

»  Without Filing, Fitting or
Chipping: An Illustrated History
of the Phoenixz Bridge Co.,
by T. Winpenny, $20.

* A0,000 Acres: Vincent & Pikeland
Townships, 1686-1860,
by E. Cremers, $15

» 1884 Griffen, Smith & Hill
Etruscan Majolica Catalog
Reprint, $26

* Reproduction Maps, amall, $2.25
large, $3.26

And Moaore...



OBITUARY

aura L. Robb died August
]_') 9th and her memearial service
was held Aupust 13th at St

Mark's Episcopal Church,
Honeyhrook. The interment was in
Morris Cemetery.

Laura had lived in Phoenixville
for forty vears, the last twenty-four
of which she devoted to guiding our
soclety through its first quarter
century and also involving heraslf in
her other hobby, the Forge Theatre.

Cur members must bear in mind
that Laura would expect ua to work
doubly hard now that she is gone to
keep the society she loved so dearly
in flourishing condition.

MUSEUNMN
ASSESSMENT

PROGRAM

tephanie Przybrlalk,
8 Director of Collections at

Schenectady Museum,
visited Phoenixville last June in
connection with the Muzeum
Aszessment Program (MAP). She
prepared a detailed report on our
facility with a numhber of helpful
recommendations. Her owverall
adwvice is to make a plan of what we
would like to be at some future date

and then tailor eurrent decisions to
fulfill that goal.

MEMEBEERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to the
ﬂ following NEW MEMBERS:
Edith Craner, Jim
Dornberger, Lana Hickey, Barbara
Connelly, Joan Reid, Matthew Bahr,
Lawrence Cassel, Robart Boos, Mr.
& Mrs. David Wagner, Mr. & Mrs.

Richard Kunsch Sr.

With regret we report the death
of Laura Robb.

Foa Perkins, William W. Griffen,
Mefera Purcell, Stacey Swigart
renewed their membership as
SPONSORS.

CONTRIBUTORS are Mahlon K
Miller, Joanne Brown, Mr. & IMra.
Richard Kunsch Sr, Mr. & Mra.
Richard Richter, Mr. & Mis. John
Feenan, Mr, & Mrs. Tom Croft.

The following renewed their
memberships as FRIENDS:  Jack
Foresta, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Eovach,
Albert Ritcher Jr., Mr. and Mrs.
John Donovan,

Special  contributions  were
recelved from Zoe Perkins & Mr. &
Mrs. Don Crew.

FLEA MARKET

OCTOEBER 20TH

ur fall flea market will be
@ held Saturday, October 20th
from 9:00 AN to 3:00 PM,
and as usual a delicions light lunch
will be served. Please hring salahle
items to the social hall the preceding
Thursday and Friday evenings,
7:00 PM to 9:00 PN, or drop them off
on daya when the office and mussum
are open. Baked poods may wait
until the morning of the market. For
pick up service, call Dave Frees at
610-933-4060 or 610-0933-0177.

THE BRIDGE

AT QUEBEC

he unfortunate collapae of
T the Quebec Bridge whila it
waz under construction in
1807 snuffed out the lives of seventy-
five workers including two Phoenix
Iron Company enginesrs, The Iron

Company and residents of our town
reacted with horror since we had
gupplied the metal for the record-
setting atructure designed to reach
1,800 feet across the Bt. Lawrence
River in Canada. A second attempt
to build a span at this location
undertalken by a different iron
gupplier in 1916 also ended in
failure and it was not until a year
later the project was brought to
completion.

Copious recorda of this mammoth
effort have been preserved, but up
until now no really competent writar
has attemptad the subject. Just this
vear a book entitled The Bridge at
Quebee was published by the
Indiana University Press. The
author iz William D. Middleton, civil
engineer, transportation historian
and journalist.

Middleton's researches hrought
him here to the HSPA archives and
the archives of the Haglevy Museum
and Library where some years ago
Phoenix [ron and Steel Company's
early records were deposited.

Middleton takes the long view of
the tragedy. Engineers gained
ugeful lmowledge from it, and the
persistence of the long-ago bridge
engineers should be applanded.
They provided a splendid example of
how tenacity can triumph over
difficulties.

The Bridge at Quehec, by
William D). Middleton, = a well
illustrated 203-page long, hard
cover book with dust jacket and
may be purchased at most
booksellers for $39.96.

Visit HSPA on the web!

www.voicenet.com/" dstav

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
P.O.Box 552

Phoenixville, FPA 19460
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