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JUNE MEETING

he quarterly mesting will he
T held on Wednesday, June 13,
at T:30 ext in the Social Hall
at Church and Main Streets. Rob
Lukens, a popular Civil War
historian, will be our speaker, His
aubject i entitled "Since We Started
Out Holdiering."

Lukens impersonates a 19th
century citizen of Chester County,
and this character, named John 5.
Himes, knows all about the impact
of the Civil War on hiz hometown
village of Chester Springs, He
explains daily life in the village, the
political controversies that divide
the people, the soldiers on the front
lines, and the fate of those they left
beJai raed.

Mr. Lukens earned a Master's
Degree in history at the University
of Tennesase. He is now Collectons
Manager at Chester County
Historical Seciety. Tt tools two years
to research this facet of the War,

Williem Clegg,
local Cive! War soldier

WALKING TOUR

awn Toure and Village
T Walks, a summer event
eponsored by the Chester
County Parks osnd  Reercation
Department, grows more popular
each year, This June, Pheenixville
plansa to ones again participate, and
our tour date is Thursday evening,
June 28 The name of our tour is
Church  Street:  Churches and
Historie Buildings In Bebwean. Our
own Society ia housed in one of the
church structures, and there are
active congregations in the Baplist,
Methodist, Presbyterian, and
Catholic churches. Amengat the
historic places in between are
Phoenixville's famous Hose, Hook &
Ladder Company Number One, ond
the site where the Griffen Smith &
Hill Pottery, makers of Etruscan
majolica, ance stoad.

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
hearty welcome to the fllowing
ﬂ new mernbera; Martin MeCabe
and Jarmes O'Connor,

HSPA OFFICERS
AND DIRECTORS

he following names have
T been submitted by our
nominating committee, If

approved by the memberahip at oor
June meeting, thay will take offiea
in September,

Chairman

of the Board Becky Manlay

President Pate Bambergor

President-Elect  Mahlon Miller

Treasurar Bob Deger

Directors Joanne Brawn
FPater Brown
Eeott Houting

MUSEUM

ASSESSMENT

PROGRAM

{ephanie Przybylek, Diroctor
8 of Collections  of the

Schenectady Museum of
Schionectady, New York, will visit
Phoenixville thiz June te conduct a
study of how our HSPA Museum
and Archives currently operate, This
expart in the field will then prepare
a roport showing what we are doing
well and what we may be deing
paorly, and how our service to the
public can be improved,

The program iz sponsored by the
Institute of Museum and Library
Services throogh the American
Asepciation of Museums,

With regret we report the death of
Thomas McAvoy & Eleanor Sandlier.

The following renswed membership
ag CONTRIBUTCRS: William Lambert
atvd Donald Crabbree,

The following remewed as
FRIENDS: Mr. and Mrs. Al Wilson,
Margaret Deger Eachus, Sharon
Delarey, and Mre. Elizabath G. Wilbert,




OUT OF THE

Phoenix Iron Company's

hoenix  Irom  and Steel
CP Compary manufactured
many impartant steuctures
during the two centuries they
remained in oparation on the banks
af the French Cresk near its
confluence  with the Schuylkill
River. From 1868 until 1962 they
wera joined by the Phoeniz Bridge
Company, a  wholly owned
subsidiary.

The first iron pradocts made in
Phocnixville  were nails;  then
railroad iren and beams, girders and
connecting  links. Their largest
productions were the iron viadocts
and Bridges that carcied railroads
acrase ravines and streams,

Before industries such as this one
went  eut ef  business  and
disappenred from the Schuvlbkill
Walley, Phoonix Eridge Company
had advacced to some complicoted
types of constructions such as the
swing bridge and the bascule lift
bridge. They at length came up with
a really odd one, the wvertiesl
Lift bridge,

Anather kind of eenatruction tbut
wae equally unusual was a paira
hangers  for = lighter-than-ai

airahips, Also, it has recently. boon 8

discovered that the Phoenix Bridge

Company made  an’-enchanting)

oiddity, the Perris wheel
THE VERTICAL LIET BRIDGE |
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By Miriam Clagg

ORDINARY

Unusual Projects

Recovery Act (NRA) instituted by
Prezident Franklin Delana
Reazevelt dictated the way the work
wias done.

The plan called for towers on
each side of the by, and batwesn
the towers a center section that
could be raised or lowersd as
needed. When the center span was
raised, ships could pess under this
unigual bridge. The center span was
equipped with railrosd tracks, and
when it was lowered and locked in
place, railrosd trains could eross che
waterwiay,

The Buzzard's Bay bridge was
completed  in bwo stapges,
Foundations for the towers came
first and thev required a vear to
complate since as much work as
puseible was done by hand labor to
provide jobs under NEA rulings,
Then the bridge wae started and its
545 feet made if the longest span the
world had yet seen. The towers were
tall encugh to provide 136 foet of
clesrance at mean high water., The
horizontal: span was balanved st
cach end by a theusand-ton
counterweight. Powsr for lifting and

i, lowering the epan was supplied by
.four Iﬁﬂ—]msepuwer electric motors.

" When finished ‘and put in
operation, the bridge was kept in the

afually l:lpauarl position until a train

Wi 1japmq:hmg and the engineer of
the train sent o radio message to the
bridge controlier, The contraller, in
turn, eontacted the marine traffic

wenlficer who ﬂ.‘IE]:IEI.t-ChEd a patra] beat

5 “half mile upcurrent frnm, the
hnidgu to mlert small hﬂahs cr the
situntion. Lowering the ‘CENEEE Span
eaguired two and a half’ nunuteq

A pa.ascngm- train gﬂmg from

‘B oston Hyannis on December. 28,

1935 he first train to cross’ t]:ua
"in'pTBté:ﬂ Buzzard's Hay Bridge. i

% P'huau.n: Bndge Company hu.ﬂt
Fve other 1if br:l-iges in Dela“aru,,
i Murrlmd E.ﬂm' tha.ﬂhesnp&ai:&
Dreloware m:ml was cnmrerted. to

o -1* a m—iull.’:] 'Wﬂ.burwu}r 1|1 the :I'I'I:Iﬂ.



LAKEHURST HAMGAR

Another out-of-the-ordinory
construction was a pair of hongars
for lighter-than-air airships (LTA)
eracted during World War IT at
the TS Naval Air Station in
Lakehurst, Wew Jersey, Phoenix
Bridge Company built the arched
trusses and towers that supported
the frameworks. The work was
nuthorized 1o 1942, and it is said
the bridge company used machinery
for this massive project that thoy
had previcusly used to build the
George Washington Bridge over the
Hudson River,

The bridge company's
engineering department made a
minialure mock-up of this unusual
assignment at the Phoenixvilla
plant, and an emplayes, Oliver
Essick, stood beneath the arch when
a phote waos maode to indicate seale,
This phote is now in our archives,

The pair of hangars  was
wlentified by the Navy as Numbers
Five and Zix. Their Number One
hangar had been built in 1920, Al
six of the hangara (the frst ones had
other iron suppliers) were concealad
in o secluded section of Mew Jersey
called the ‘Pine Barrens. The LTAs
had rigid, gas-filled bodies with
crews accupying n basket suspended
o the underzide, The Navy needed
them for strateric scouting with the
U3 Fleet, Lakehurst remained in
service until 1960,

Between the two World Wars, the
American government, with certain

The vertical {i{ft bridge across the Cope Cod Cunnd, Messnohesetis in opened position

restrictions, permitted German LTA
passenger  lines  to wse  the
Lalkehurst facilities as a terminal for
tranaatlantic flights. The terms of
the agreement relieved the United
States of all lability or expense.

The star performer of the
German lines was the Hindenburg,
which was ever BOD lect in length
and 130 feet in diameter and carred
hundreda of pasaengsrs who availed
themselves of this means of
travel because of the 'quiet comfort’
of the ride as compared with the
propeller-driven airplanes of that
ery. The Hindenburg, pride of the
Gorman fleet, was deatroved in a
tragic fire May 6, 1037 while
docking at Lakshurst.

Hangars Five and Six were of
mammoth size, similar to  the
original Mumbar One hangar.
Number One's exterior length was
10B6 feet and its height wag 207
feat. Thers was a sliding, two-leaf
counter-balanced door on each end
that weighed 13580 tons, as mueh as
a World War I destroyer. The
hangar was designed to be as safe as
possible considering the use of
hydrogen. The flaor was spark-proof;
electrical pancle and lighting were
explesion-preof, ete. A helium
atorgge tank wos located north of
the hangar and hellum was piped
direetly into the hangar in sealed
piping. Iydrogen was not used for
Maval rigid airships but wos
availabla for the Cerman airships
from railread tank cars,

3

(Ilegley Museum and Library plietol

AMUSEMENT PARK WHEELS

Phoenix  Bridge Company's
projects, whether conventienal or
highly unusual designs, have always
started with o tender, or hid,
prepored by the cempany and
submitbed o the prospective
eustomer, The tender listed amounts
to he paid for the iron or ateel te be
used at so much per pound, the st
of labor at Phoenix, freight frem
Phoenixville to the aite, ersction an
the site, insurance, and the bridge
company's profit. If the tender was
accepted, a contract was eigned.
Completed work was noted in Order
Books.

Nowadays these old records are
consuited by researchers interested
in Bridge Company history  and
they fnd it strange that the
smuzement park wheals, also called
ohservation whesls or pleasurs
wheels, do not appear in the records.
We know from other sources,
however, that Phaenixz Bridge
Company reneged on the wheel for
the Columbian  Exposition  in
Chicage, but afterwards made five
athers for locations along the
Eastern seaboard.

Morman Anderson, a professor at
Morth Carolina State University, a
Tow vears ago published & 406-page
book enbitled Ferris Wheels: An
Migstrated History. While
researching s subject, Anderson
contocted Hobert Shaffner of our
historical society and a member,
Jack Morris, whoae father, Frank,



was manager of Phoenix Iron

Company for many years. These two .

authorities on the subject searched
in vain for any reference to
amusement wheels undertaken here
in town. Mr.

inventions. But the committee in
charge, for financial reasons, elected
to build a more modest 300-foot high
structure called the Sawyer Tower
after its inventor.

Reeves's

Norris did recall, I

however, his ks
father told him ﬁ
that an engineer,
George W. Ferris,
had asked the
bridge company to
supply steel for
such a project, but
was told there was
greater profit for
our local company
in bridge
constructions.

So it would
appear that either
Phoenix  Bridge
Company did not prepare a tender
for the Chicago wheel because of
more important commitments, or
they prepared one but were not
amongst the low bidders. At that
date iron and steel was a highly
competitive industry and the Works
at Phoenixville were many times
outbid by rival organizations.

The iron and steel companies
that signed contracts for the Chicago
job in 1892 were Detroit Bridge &
Iron Works of Michigan, Keystone
Bridge Company of Pittsburgh, PA,
and Bethlehem Iron Company of
South Bethlehem, PA.

These metal suppliers may not
have realized that the wheel they
were making would be the
centerpiece for one of our nation's
memorable fairs, named the
Columbian Exposition because 'it
celebrated the 400th anniversary of
Columbus's discovery of the New
World.

Prior to the Columbian fair, most
expositions of this kind had built
towers for their main attractions so
that fair-goers could climb to a
height and obtain a panoramic view
of their surroundings. David Reeves,
president of both Phoenix Iron
Company and Phoenix Bridge
Company, had designed a tower for
the Centennial celebration of 1876
that was held in Fairmount Park,
Philadelphia. Reeves's tower was to
have been 1,000 feet tall and made
entirely with the Phoenix Column,
which was one of his father's
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Top: US Navy airship
(Photo, Internet site, Navy
Lakehurst Historical Society)

Middle: Structural steel for lighter-
than-air hangar at US Naval Air
Station Lakehurst, New Jersey
(Hagley Museum and Library photo)

Bottom: Oliver Essick, Phoenix
Bridge Company, stands beneath
arch of a miniature mock-up of the
Lakehurst hangar project
(HSPA Archives photo)

engineering
drawings and

;3 specifications
q;:»f were never-
b theless exhibited
;;5;‘ in the Centennial

Fair's main
Exhibition Hall
and were an
inspiration to a
French visitor,
A.Gustave Eiffel.
A few years later
the world-famous
Eiffel Tower, 984
feet high and also
made with
trusses, was built in Paris, France,
as the focal point of the Paris
Exposition of 1889.

The full name of the aspiring
engineer that Jack Norris said
talked to his father was George
Washington Ferris. He already had
a famous first name and would soon
have a widely known surname as
well. Ever since the Chicago Fair,
devices of this kind have been called
Ferris wheels,

Ferris decided in 1892 that
towers had had their day and were
'old hat.' True, people enjoy a bird's
eye view of their surroundings from
a lofty perch, but a view seen from a
sky-flying, revolving steel cage
would be a real novelty and very
exciting. It would also be a challenge
to the average rider. For every
person with an abnormal fear of
heights there are two who have a
fascination with anything that
appears dangerous.

A tethered hot air balloon with
basket was an alternate attraction
at the Chicago Fair, but balloons
have a limited capacity. Ferris's big
wheel took twenty minutes per trip
and so was able to spin 4,000 people
skyward in the space of one hour. It
outdrew all other rides such as the
carousels and the rollercoasters.

During the six months of the
Columbian exhibition, Memorial
Day to October 31st, 1.45 million
people bought tickets to the Ferris
wheel ride, an impressive figure
when you consider that the entire




population of the United States
in 1900 pumbered less than
cighty mallion.

Forriz's wheel looked something
like a bicvele wheal. It was 250 foet
in diameter and the suter and inner
rings ak the circumference were S0
feet apart, The wheel was seated on
4 18-fost-high platform so that
riders mscended to a height of 2686
feet above the fairgrounds, This was
higher than meat buildings of that
d.:l._'p'. Hemember, there was no
Empire State Building in 1593,

Af the center of the great wheel
was a steel axle 32 inches thick
and 45 feet lang with a hub 16 fast
in diametar. The axle was the
heaviazr single part of the wheel and
was cast in ene piece by Bethlehem
lron Company of Pennsylvania.
It hos heen eatimated it weighed
aver 45 bons.

The rods that made up the spoles
of the Columbian wheel wore only
2-172 inches in diameter and wers
arranged in pairs. At a distance they
laaked like mere spider webs and for
this reason the wheel appeared to
the wnamitiated to be dangersusly
deveid of substantial support.

Thirty-six ears hung in the
periphery of the wheal at equal
intervals. They were made of stasl
anvd covered externally with wood,
had dears front and bazk, and five
broad place gloss windows an each
side. A cordustor rode along with
the passengers in each ear. Power
was supplied by a steam engine,
much lile the steam engines thae
pulled the San Francisen trolleys
uphill, Tt sparkled st night with
3,000 electric lights.

Riders ascended steps to the
platform and could be ushered into
s1% ears at ane time so that anly six
stops were necessary to load and
unload the estire wheel. One group
of passengers left the cars by the
sauth  doers  while  awaiting
passengers entercd by the north
dooes. Their twenly-minute ride was
supplied by two revolutions of
the wheel, A tmal run was made
with Forrig's pretty, young wifo as
one of the invited passengers. Gross
earnings for the entire season
were  $727,000 while expenses
were 5332000, 50 the whesl
made a profit,

The surcess of the wheel shaped

the nature of amusement
attractions for many vears to come,
and unlil recent times Farris wheels
bave exeeeded the popularity of
their rivals, the carousels and
rollercoasters, Ferris wheels have
been used at industrial expasitions,
amusements parks and country
carpivals, and they are & favorita
treat even bo the present day.
George Washington Ferriz had
assured the fair officials that his
wheel would not topple over in the
foce of gale-force winds and this
promise was tested very scan after
the opening. On July 9th, a
thunderstorm struck Chicago, bt
passengers 1o the suspended cars
felt only slight vibrations, A
tethered  belloon  ride an the
fairgrounds was nat 5o foptunale, as
these same winds browght it doewn,

The CGronddaeddy
af All Ferris Wheels
Columbian Exposition,
Chizago, 1893
(Harper's Weekly, May 19, 1893,
Normen Anderson Collection)

split the covering, and let the gas
escape.

There were no fatalitios coused
by the operatien of the wheel, and
not even an embarrassing accident
lika the one that happened to & latar
Ferris wheel whose machinery

malfunctioned during a rainstorm,
and the passengers, stranded high
in the air im epen cars, were
thoreughly soalked.

WHEELS MADE 1IN PHOENIXYILLE

An  exomination  of  Bridgs
Company stalements for lnished
steel gald in the 18905 shows a big
deop in the year 1894 caused by a
downturn in the nation's cconomy
known as the Panie of 1893
Probably orders for bridges were
seurce in that vear so orders far
lesser steel fabrications met with
encouragement.

Skeptic: may conclude from the
absence  of records hers  in
Phoenixville that our local company
never engaged in this lighthearted
eodeaver, but evidence the author,
Morman Anderson, has gathersd a1
the sites indicates otherwise.

ASBLURY PARK, NEW JERSEY,
whith s a seaside resort on the
Atlantic Oeean, wsed o have an
amusement park called Palace
Amuzements. In 1895 the owner of
the park replaced a weaden whes
with a steel construction built in
time for the opening of the summer
season.  After many  vears of
pperation this replacement set a
national recard for the length of time
& Ferris wheal has remained in usge,

The Asbury Park whesl is a
mudest version of the Calumbian. It
i 74 faet high and has 18 cars,
unenclosed but protected with a
galvanized wire lattice covering. It
was at firat steam e rid. Tt hias a
feature typical of Phoenix wheels, a
sperae use of steal hur maximum
strength and aafety.

We are sure this record setter
was  fabricated in Phoenixvills
because a June 19, 1B8S issue of
Asbury Park's Tha Daily Prass
credited it to Phoenix  Bridgs
Company when they announced
their new wheel would be up and
going by the Fourth of July.

The same newspaper on July 3
aays, "DW. Bowman, the engineer
ef the Phoemix Iron Works, has
tested the wheel and found it more
than meets the requirements of the
contract. Each car will safely eprry
three tons. Thete will never be more
than eight persons in any one car”
We cheched Chester M. Spare's
History of Phoentx Tran Warks, and
found that, sure enough, Bowman



was chief engineer of the Tron
Company at that dete.

Another praof was pointed gul tn
Mr. Anderaan, the author, in 1984,
The manager of Palace Amusementa
alowed lim thot each piece of the
wheal is mambered and marked with
Ehe word Ploseiz. Thia wheel was
still turning in 1980, though by
that time it had been removed
to Biloxi, Missigsippl,

PIEDMONT PARK,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

A second wheel made by Phoenix
Bridge Company  entertained
visitors 1o an industrial fair called
Lhe Cotton States snd International
Exhibition, This expoeition ran
belween  September 18th  and
December 91st, 1895, The seriols
purpose of the fair was to exhibit the

many producks and resources of the
cotton-frowing statee in the South
in an effurt to increase trade with
Central and South America, The
easura part of the fir ineluded a
Ferris wheel, 125 fast tal] built on &
summit 75 faet abave a lake so that
tiders had a view of their
aurrpundings fram a height of 200
fect gbhove the general level of the
vountryeide.

There ware 250,000 pounds of
metal in the Atlanta wheel, and the
rida gave thase who missed the
Chirapa fair two years previowsly a
chanee to experience the sensotion
of seeing the land below as o bird
sees it. The Atlenio Exposttion and
South fHlustrated, n boul deseribing
the expogition, featured the wheal in
both photos and toxt, It was built by

The Phoaniz Wikl
Cotton States Rxposition, Atlnrte, Georgio (Drawn fy Juack Shenble)

B

FPhoenix Tron Company, the book
says. Mot only thal, it wes christen-
ad the Plorriz Wheel, 4 photo made
into i posteard uses thia title.

COMEY ISLAND, NEW YORK.
Contey Ieland is & 5-mile-leng stroteh
of e¢eon beach near New York City
and eontmins one of our nation's
maat beloved smusement parksa.
Until the 18905 the park had anly
wonden obsarvetion wheels. Then g
resident, George Tilyou, born in
Waow York City in 1862, and martied
in 1899, teck hia bride for a
honeymoon  tn the  Warld's
Columbinn Expaosition. The cowple
wiere captivatad by the monstronsly
big Ferrie wheel they zaw there,
Upon thair return to New York, they
arranged for the purehase of g
scolod-down  version  for  their
hometown. The fact that Tilyou's
whaal was mads by Pheenix Iron
Company can never be disputed
keeanse Tilvou saved a lebler dated
Febroary 10, 1596, that he received
irom David Reeves's office outlining
specificalions for a steal wheel at
Coney Island. Unfortunately the
signature on the lettar is not lagible,
but the wfficers nemed on the
lecterbiead leave no doobt as o its
authenticity,

Tlavid Reeves i5  listed as
president and George Gerry While
as secretnry, The MMustrated Histary
of Phovnix Bridge Company by
Themas R, Winpenny identifiea
George Gerry White ns one of the
original steckholders in tha Dridpe
Company, He was a Camden
reailent whose office was at the
same pddress 65 the iron and bridre
company's Philadelphin office. The
text of the Jetter to Grorga G. Tilyou
reads in part:

Dear  Bir:  Confirming  our
conversation, we Wil fernish and
erest af Corey Islard, on the site
selected by you, 2 Plegsure Whae! 100
fect in diameter. The whea! will carry
bwelve cers, each ten faet fang,
enclosed with wonden sosh as
vullined, and fited with seats and
sliing doors. We will put in all
foundations and forish the boeiler
and engine, olsn  fhe  goarirg
necezsery for frning the wheel, We
wit! further poind the sireetire one
coet at the Works bufore shipmeni,
and pne coal affer ereclion. The roof
of the care fo Be covered with plunk,
and further cavared with unbloacked




Asgembiing a Bridge Under Bhed (Lippincott's Mapnzine, Jorvary, 1875)

mustin, pointed. We, on our part,
will erect the whee! and hgve it in
running order by May Iet, if we are
ol provented by strikes or ofher
circumstances beyond our control,
The wheel to be o duplicate of the
Atfanta Wheel, (This last sontence
wis a4 handwritten addition to the
lettar which stherwise was typed.)

The Atlanta wheel tan be none
other than the Phoeniz Whee! built
for the Cotton States Exposition.

The wheel erected in New Yark
for George Tilyou was the first stoal
wheel oo Comey  Island  and
remained there For quite 2 few years.
A later, and much maore elaborate
one, patented in 1920, eventnally
took it place. [t was called the
Dip-the-Dip, ar Wondar Wheel, and
was aperated on the island for
GEVENEY Years.

A fourth wheel made by Phoenix
Bridge Company was located af
Washington Park on the Jersey side
of the Delaware River downstream
from Philadelphia. Ales there was a
Phoenix Bridge Company wheal on
the Isle of Palms near Charleston,
South Caroling, built in 1598,

FAERICATION AND DELIVERY

Metal parts for all iren and
bridge company projects were pre-
assembled ab Phoenixville before
they were shipped to erection sites.
Up uncil 1880 the parts were made
of cast and wronght iron. During the
heyday of the Pheenix Column,
18501890, parts prepared far

delivery were mostly wronght iron.
Following that time a largs
proportion of the autput was staal.
As shown in the picture fram
Lippincott’s Magazine, mechanics
assambled individual parts on the
floor of & shed to insure proper
length and Gt The bridge company
took pride in the fact that no further
ftting, filing, or chipping was
necessary st the various lecations.
The parts were matchmarked and
then dizassembled and loaded onte
railroad cars for shipping, With
this evatem in order, the wark
performed by the erection crows was
expedited, a  result muoch
appreciaked by the customers.

CREDITS

Thomas K. Winpenny, Without
Fitting, Filing, or Chipping: An
Iustrated History of the Phoenix
Bridge Comparny, Canal History
and Technalagy Progs, 1996,

Morman D. Anderson, Ferris
Wheele: An Ilustrated History,
Bowling Green State University
Papular Press, 1992,

Nawy Lalechurst Historical Society,
Internet Site http:twaw nlhs.com

Hardesty & Hanover, Consulting
Enginesrs, Internet Site
httpetiwwwr hardesty-hanaver.com

Cape Cod Rucls, Internet Site
hetpedfeapooodrails.railfan nethuzbay

Page £ photo:
" Centennial Tower
David Resves' design fora
thovsand-foct tower that was
rever ereclned af the Centenminl
Expastiton in Philodelphio, 1876
(Thrmwing from Seiendific
American Mapazine,
Junwary 24, 1874)

Visit HSPA on the web!

www.voicenet.com/ " dstay

Girders for Bridge at Mascher

-

Streed, Philodelphin readied for shipping

at Fhoenix Bridge Company, Phoerixville. Mesley Musenm and Library phiosa)
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SCHUYLEKILL
VALLEY EVENTS

elebrations along the entire
C length of the Schuylkill River

will take place during the
summer tourist season.

THE SCHUYLKILL RIVER
SOJOURN, n seven-day, L108-mile
canoe and koyak trip is scheduled
for Jaturday, June 2, through
Friday, June 8. Participunts have
alrendy signed up for one or two
days, or for the entire trip,

Many riverside communities
plan to entertain the voyagers and
will introduee them to the botany,
geolegy, and wildlife of the different
areas.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE &, the
flotilla arrives at LOCK 60 MONT
CLARE and will explore the largest
intact cnnal section of the Schuylkill
Mavigation Syatem. THE
SCHUYKILL CANAL ASSN, (SCA)
will treat to dinner and provide &
laieurely evening for them with
music and 8 campfire.

The next morning SCA will give
them broakfnst and send them off to
their next riverside stop, which is
Morriatown,

CANAL DAY, this year, is
Sunday, June 24, B0A expects a
large crowd at St Michael's Pavk
and Lock &0 from 10 AM Lo 5 PM.

HEPA's Strawberry Festival and
the Borough's FAME. celebration,
as announcesd in our last issue, will
ba & MUST-IN0 on Saturday, June 2.
The places to meet are the lawn
adjoining our hesdquarters building
and the Borough parking lot next to
the SpectatorsMainatay Inn.

ETHNIC RECORDS

he Hungarian-Americans
T Citizene Aseociation and
other Eurepean-American
ancietios became necessary nfter the
wave of immigration that eceurred in
the late 18005 brought cilizens of
foreign lands to Phoenixville and the
men went o wark at the Phoenix
Iron and Stee] Company, Beeause of
the language barriors, each group
formed a club for social purposes and
for mutual assistance.

The descendants of these
pioneers are now ahsorbed into the
mainstream of American life, and
the ethnic clubs have found their
memberships dwindling. Around the
beginning of 2001, the Hungarian-
American Associstion dishanded and
eold its headquaerters huilding at 284
Hall Street,

Our Historical Seciety wos happy
to be the recipient of the records this
club had arcumulated during its long
exiatence as  these dayv-by-day
entries into journals and ledgers
contain  information valuable to
present-day penerations,

Tt is hoped that other Europesn-
American associations will follow the
exariple of thie recently dishanded
group so that their early records, toa,
ean ba preserved in perpetuity in our
archives.

THE CHURCH
HAS MOVED
0 ur tepant, the Trinity

Presbyterian Chureh, has
vacoted the space they wers
renting from HSPA for their Sunday
sarvices, After twenty years of
confining historienl society activitios

to the Bascment level and a few
upper-level rooms of our histore
Central Lutheran Church building,
we will now have roam {0 expand.
Peg Trunk, acting for the Beard of
Direclors, is preparing some of the
newly available areas for storage of
artifacts, and will soon eonsider
what space can be dedicated to the

display of our ever-growing
oollections.
VIRCSIK LEGACY

ichael Viresik whose death
M was reported in our March
igste was & long-time
employee  of Phosnix  Bridgo
Company, After the campany elosed
itz doors in 1962, Mike became an
avid collectar of literaturs, photoe,
and other data about bridge
canstructions, Mike was often called
upon by suthors to assist them in
their work.

At present, Millie Viresik iz
turning over her deceased hushand's
treasure trove of  bridge-related
material to our Soeciety and we
intend to ecatalog it and make a
report to gur members as to its
contents.

GOOD RESULTS

e did very well with last
W April's (lea market, netting
over 5540, The amount of
gaads to be sold forced the Socicty to
put soma of the tables out on the
gidewalk, and this open-pir activity
attracted passers-by. Acrosa the
street another flea market was in
progreas, alongside the Masonic
Hall, and purchasers very happily
went from ane o the other in searel
of bargains.
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