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DECEMBER
MEETING

he quarterly meeting will be
T held on Wednesday evening,
December 12, at T:30 PFM in
our headqguarters at Church and
Main Streots.

Members will gather in the
sanectuary, which will he decorated
with candles, oil lamps and holiday
greens. The speaker will he
Susannah Brody, a retired teacher,
who now i3 a volunteer worker for
Chester County Historical Society
and for the Hopewell Furnace
MNational Historic Site. When not
bugy volunteering Susannah is a
storrteller, specializing in children's
stories and local history.

Her topic is “0On the Homefront,
Stories of the American Revolution.”
Appearing in costume she talls four
short atoriea of real people who Iived
in Chester County at the time of the
war, One of them was Dr. Samuel
Kennedy who offered his Yellow
Springs plantation for use as a
hozapital for the Colonial Army.

HOLIDAY TILE

he holiday greeting card
T reproduced on this page
shows old-time Bridge Streat
residenta digging out of a
snowstorm. We use 1t with special
permission from Phoenix Federal
Savings as it ia taken from one of the
tiles they give away annually to
subacribers of their Christmaa Club.
Each year they have a different
design, all winter scenes and all
with Phoenixville locales. The
designs are created and executed
by Jane Ritchey

v, a professional
artist who was a long-time resident
of the area.
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Happy Holidays to Qur Members!

LAURA ROEBB
PROCLAMATION

n official proclamation
ﬂ passed by our Directors last

October  sums up the

achievements of deceased member,
Laura Robb, during her long term
of voluntary service to our historical
gociety.

The wording of the proclamation
has been set in type on parchment,
impreased with the Society'a seal,
and will be presentad to her neareat
of kin, Alexander Robb, a son, at our
Diecember quarterly meeting.

OFFICE &
MUSELIM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays between
9 anM and 3 M. and are also open
the first Sunday of every month
between 1 and 4 Py
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

Vieit HSPA on the web!

www.voicenet.com/dstav
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The Thrills and Chills of Old Time Travel

he dictionary definesa
(T ‘wanderlust' asz "an in-
stinctive desire to trawvel."
Phoenizville area residents have felt
thia desire ever since the first
settlement of the land. Many of our
hometown travelers wrote about the
perilous parts of their excursions
and these recorded instances make a
pood story. The first trips we lnow
about were short but since the
terrain was almost a wilderness,
they were real adventures. Later
journeys, although much longer,
were still acary; nevertheless our
local residents felt impelled to
malke them.

Increased travel caused changes
in our area's scenery. The narrow
Indian trails were developed into a
network of roads, and the main
routes of the aborigines, like the
ones going to the cities of
Philadelphia and Lancaster, were
widened and made smooth so they
could accommodate the white man's
horse-drawn vehicles. (Wheela were
unknown to the Indians.) Small
country-strle bridges leap-frogged
over the creeks, and the Schurlkill
Biver, rocky and twisting, and with
many  shallows, was made
navigable. Obstacles ware
continually swept away In order to
satiafy our wanderlust. In most
cases chanpges were welcomed with
enthusiasm by our residents, and in
just eight gpenerations, figured at

A STAGECOACH wae zo called becawse itz journeve were made in stagdes

By Miriam Clege

twenty-five wears each, our
townspeople adwvanced from
dependence on riverboats and on the
horse to an era of mechanical
automation.

Coer the Hills... Our initial firat-
hand aceount of early travel involves
Elizabeth Jerman Anderson, wife of
James Anderson, who operated a
mill on the Pickering Creek several
milez upstream from its confluence
with the Schuylkill River. The story
was written by Isaac Anderson, a
grandson, ¢ 1802, in A Historical
Sketch of Charlestowrn Township,
Chester County, Pa., and was later
reprinted in Poifer's American
Meonthly in January of 1575,

Elizabeth Anderson's father was
the Quaker preacher, Thomas
Jerman, who settled in 1707 on land
bordering the WValley Creek in
Tredrffrin Township.

One day, according to family
history, Jerman rode on horseback
to Philadelphia to buy a sleigh.
While there, he watched as a sailing
ship from overseas dock at the port.
Jerman needed extra help on his
farm so he selected a sturdy young
refuges  from Scotland, James
Anderson, and he paid the captain of
the ship the cost of his passage. In
that way he secured what was called
"an indentured servant," ready to
work on his master's property for a
specified period of ime and then be
set free to fond for himself
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betrveen ploces where tired horszez were exchanged for fresh horzez.

Dhrawving iz from Indion Trails to Super Highwave by Williom H. Shank, P.E.
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Together the two men, Jerman
and Anderson, built a grist mill on
the Valler Creek in Tredyffrin
Township which was one of the first
milla in Chester County. Eventually
Anderson married his employer's
daughter, Elizabeth. The roung
couple moved further into the
wildemmess, and Anderson made a
livelithood from a grist and saw
mill which he erected on Pickering
Creel. Indians were  their
only neighbora.

Elizabeth, when a young mother,
had a deasire to travel to her
childhood home.. The trip was about
four miles, not a long walk for a
pioneer woman, but the primitive
trail she followed went up and over
the ridge of hills that separates the
watersheds of the two creeks. This
took time. Her little son, Patrick,
was left in the care of an Indian
woman, and in her absence, the
squaw suckled the white infant
along with her own little papooas,

If the name Patrick Anderson
seems familiar, it is because the
infant was the same individual who
made an exzceedingly brave showing
during the American Revolution.
(Bee Pennypacker's Annals of
LPhoeniswille.)

Isaac Anderson included this
gtory in his historical sketch,
although he never actually names
the heroine, to remind his readers of
the amity that once exiated between
first settlers and aborigines.

Dawene the River.. The Schuylkill
Hiver from earliest times was
considered a natural avenue for
travel, but dangers abounded in the
way of sharp hends, shallows and
hidden rocks. In addition, boatmen
from the Reading area who brought
wheat to sell in the Philadelphia
market had to contend in the shad
season with the fishing weira set in
the river by Phoenixville area
fishermen.

The boatmen used a type of canoe
that waz long and narrow, pointed
at both ends and propelled by
paddles. They would load their boats
and then wait for freshets, or flond
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A LBOAT zimilar to the one Thomas Jerman saw sailing up

the Delaware River to the Port of Philadelphia in the early 17002,
Dirawing iz from Transportadion by Lindae Lewnzzi,
Chelsea Publizhing, 1995,

watera after heavy rains or snow
melts, to raise the level of the river
sufficiently to make a safe trip.
Going down, the boats were awept
along by the current, with the crew
steering as best they could. To
return, the boats had to he pushed
upstream with iron-shod wooden
poles. Rafts used for this transport
were usually  dismantled in
Philadelphia and the timbers aold
for firewood.

Disputes between the boatmen
and the fishermen were cause for
lepislation enacted by the Assembly
which was the governing body of the
Province of Pennsylvania. In 1724
the Assembly passed a hill
advocating the removal of "Fishing
Diams, Wears [sic], and Kedles Setin
the River Schuyllkill."

From  the deposition, or
teatimony made under oath, we
learn that the canoe of Jonas Johns,
from Beading was atuck fast on a
fisl dam in February of 1736, and to
save his load of wheat, he was
obliged to leap out in waist-high
water. With all his labor, he could

not get off for half an hour, and Le
then proceeded with wet clothes
frozen to his back which caused him
a great deal of misary.

On the Turnpike...Highway
travelers had cause to rejoice when
in 1796 a charter company rebuilt
the road between Lancaster and
Philadelphia and opened it as a toll
road. This first Lancaster turnpike
was south of Phoenizville, but there
were several other east-west
highways going in and out of

Philadelphia, one of which passed
through our borough and ia now
known as the Mutt Road.

Before the era of canal and
railroad, these roads, and others on
the northeast side of the river,
besides travelers, moved all the
commodities that aupplied
Philadelphia and its industries, and
thiz included such heavy items as
iron and lumber. With the passing
years the roads became clogged. The
ponderous wide-wheeled Conestoga
wagons could be counted on to
comnpact  the roadbeds. The
stagecoaches, on the other hand,
especially when speeding to make
up time, chewed them up. 4 clutter
of private carriages, carts,
horseback riders and persons afoot
added to the jumble. Drovers taking
cattle to market herded them along
the main roads.

Many taverns offered hospitality
along the way: the Bull Tavem,
dating to 1734; the Fountain Inn, a
dwelling that was changed into a
tavern in 1800; and the General
Pike Hotel of 1808 that stood until
just recently on Mutt Road. There is
a record from the 18303 that shows
2,776 coach passengers stopped at
three popular Norristown inns
within a month.

The newly conatructed Lancaster
Turnpile was our first scientifically
built road and had a hard surface.
The same routing was used as early
as 1721. To provide for drainage
turnpike specifications called for a
gradual arch rising toward the
center. The paving was to be broken
limeatone and gravel, compacted to
a smooth facing,

An account of an 1810 journey to
Philadelphia is included in John
Faris' Old Roads Oné of

A CONESTOGA WAGON. The ponderous. wide-wheeled Conestoga
Weagons could be counted on o compact the roadbed.
Drawing iz from Wheelz by Edwin Tunis, Crowell Publishing, 1955,
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Philadelphia in which Catherine
Fritach, a traveler, complains about
overcrowding and dust on the
turnpike which she entered at
Downingtowi

"The more one approaches to the
citw, the greater the number of
conveyvances of all kinds, and
consequently the deeper the dust,
which covered us from head to foot
and even filled our mouths..we
conld not see objects 20 feot ahead of
uz." She also made a few remarks
about the cld-time toll takers:

"At the toll gates their kecpers
ware usually busily engaged in
taking the toll, for sometimes three
or four conveyances stood in
waiting, Some of the gate keepers
kept tally on a slate of the money
they took in. Generally, thess gate
keepera were taciturn, sour-looking
men. Indeed, they seemed to me to
rezemble each other so much that I
almost belisved them to be of one
family - zona of one father."

Acrozs the Iee..The next two
episndes illustrate the perila of
crossing creeks, and their central
figure is Doctor Isaac Pennypacker,
father of the author of The Annals of
Phoenixzwville and [fs Vicinity. The
doctor was born in 1812 in the
miller's mansion of a grist mill built
in 1776 on the north side of
Pickering Creeck about three miles
south of its confluence with the
Schuylkill River. His father wasa
Matthew Pennypacker, the miller,
and his mother was Sarah Anderson
Pennypacker, a descendant of the

A ROPE FERRY like the one at the Black Rock ford. Horzedraien vehicles
were drawn onto et boets and ferrymen pulled them acrass the stream with
ropes stretched from shore to shore. Drawing from Wheels.

Andersons who owned the grist and
saw mill on the south =zide of
Pickering Crecl.

During the winter of 1816 Sarah
Pennypacker experienced a desire to
travel and she decided to wvisit her
parenta at the Anderson mill. When
she saw that Pickering Creek
had frozen over, she opted to walk
acrozs on the ice rather than take
the long way around by roads and a
ford crossing.

Sarah's traveling companionas on
what was to be a perilous journey
were threeyearold Isaac and an
infant. Unfortunately Sarah had
misjudged the thickness of the ice. It
cracked and opened up and she fell
to her armpits into the stream. With
great presence of mind she handed
her baby to little Izaac, whose
minimal weight allowed him sure
footing. In later years, Dr.

Pennypacker often related that his

A HORSE AND BUGGY. Very likely Dr. Isaae Pennypacker used thiz type
of conveyance in the days when physicions vistted their paticniés rather
than the reverse. Drawwing from Wheels.
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earliest childhood recollection was of
standing on the ice, holding his
baby sister and watching with
great concern as his mother
scrambled to safoty.

On the Rope Ferry...This same
Isaac Pennypacker had another
scary travel experience after he was
a grown man and had become the
highly respected physician whao
garved the Phoenixville community.

Twenty-one wears after the ice
gave way on the Pickering Creel,
Dr. Pennypacker drove his horse
and bugey to visit a patient who was
about to give birth and he had to
croga the French Creelk.

The patient lived in Mont Clare
which is just across the river from
Phoenixville, but there was then no
bridge across the Schuylkill so he
tried to cross on the ferry at the
Black Rock ford. This ferry was
actually nothing more than a large
flat boat that was pulled backward
and forward by two men using ropes
stretched from shore to shore. It was
pitch dark and the sleepy fellow who
manipulated the ropez mistakenly
thought his boat was touching the
banlk. He gave Pennypacker a signal
to drive ahead. Alas, doctor, horse,
and carriage all plunged into the icy
water. Dr. Pennypacker managed to
cut his frightened horse loose from
the carriage and rode it to his
patient's home. He found the
woman's huzband drnk and the
house without heat or fuel
Motwithstanding his wet clothing,
the kindly man returned outdoors to
aplit a load of wood 20 he could build
afire. He remained until dawn when
he delivered the baby.

Stories about Dr. Pennypacker
are to be found in a book called A



History of Philadelphino Medicine by
Willlam M. Bradler, M.D. and in
Phoebe Gillgrson's Diaily Republican
columns.

On the Canal...Perilous trips on
the Schuylkill River ended abruptly
in 1825 when an incorporated firm
called The Schurlkill Navigation
Company opened to the public a
svetem of canals, river pools, and
locks that made the Schuylkill easily
navigablae. The course stretched
from Port Carbon which i= in the
coal regions berond Reading, to
Philadelphia, a distance of 110
miles. Motive power for canal boata
was supplied by mules walking on a
towpath.

Coal barges and packet boats
made the trip on placid watera with
marvelously ingenious locks to raise
or lower them as different river
lewvela required. There were porta for
taking on, or discharging goods and
passengers, the two in our area
being Port Providenca, and further
downstream, Port Eennedy. Port
Providence had a hotel, as well as
facilities for feeding and stabling
mules, and there was a drrdock at
this location for repairing boats.
Port Kennedy was close to Imestone
quarries, and boata took on loads
there and headed for Phoenixville
since limestone was an easential
material in the manufacture of iron.

Anthracite coal was also vitally
important to the Phoenix Iron
Company and was used by many
other industries located along the
river. The improvement in
transportation came just in time to
let large amounts be brought to the
city and its general vicinity. In ita
golden age, 1,400 canal boats passed
through the locks in one year,
moving over a million tons of coal

Fanny Kemble, an English
actress of the past century, came
from Fhiladelphia to the
Phoenizville area on a special craft,
the Packet Boat, which was a vessel
that carried mail, passengeras and
poods on a fized route. Mrs. Kemble
disernbarked at Port Providence.
She waa there transferred to a stage
coach bound for Yellow Springs,
which 1s now an art centar, but was
then a popular resort spa, famed for

were too low and complained about
them in her diary. She wrote:

"The bridges over the canal are so
very low that one is obliged to
prostrate oneself on the deck of
the boat to avold being scraped off
it, and this humiliation occurs,
Upon an average, 0nce every quarter
of an hour."

Fording « Creel...Bven when
wooden or iron bridges spanned
most of our waterwayrs, the original
fords remained and were sometimes
used as shorteuts or for other
purposes. Catherine Hiestand has
left an account of ford crossinga,
hers being on the French Creck.
Mrs. Hiestand relates that in the
winter fime the men in her family
woild take axes to cut a path at the
ford near their home if the ice
thickened to over an inch. A horse,
she wrote, might stumble if it broke
a hole with his hoof, but then had
difficulty withdrawing his leg for the
next step.

She says on one stretch of the
creck there was a dangerous ford
that required drivers to descend a
slope, go downstream forty feet,
then curve around and go upstream
to the opposite bank and climb out.
The water almost reached the body
of the carriage, and on many
oocasions a reluctant horse would

need urging with the whip before it
would enter the water.

Riding a Train...Our first
railvoad, the Philadelphia &
Reading, was opened for the entire
distance in 1842 and before this
form of travel passed its peak, we
were traversed by a rival road, the
Pennsylvania Railroad, that
competed with the Reading for
business and profita. The Reading
had two branch lines, the Perkiomen
Valley and the Pickering Valley
railroads, sometimes called the
milk traina hecause they took
this mainstay of life from farm
to market.

A atory of a journey made by
gteam locomotive, three of them in
fact, was printed in the Daily Local
News in 1871, The occasion was the
funeral of David Reeves, first
president of Phoenix Iron Company.
All mourners at his funeral, iron
workera and townapeople alike,
were provided by his family with
transportation to the burial in
Laurel Hill Cemetery. Eighteen
hundred filled 34 railroad cars,
made up inta three trains. Riding a
train was still for some an unusual
and gratifying exzperience. For
othera who had never boarded a
train before, it was a bit frightening,.

Regrettably, before their return
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A PACKET BOAT moved briskly, and inotientive passengers could be swept
into the water when the boat paszsed under o low bridge. Drawing from The
Amazing Pennavivanic Canals by Williem H. Shank, P.E.

its beneficial mineral waters.
The popular actresa thought the
bridges over the Schurylkill Canal



home several workmen fortified
themselves with liquor and became
dizorderly. The reporter who turned
in the storr amuglyr passed
judgment, and included in the news-
paper account the comment that the
culprits were discharged from the
employ of the iron company.
Fording the River..Anne M.
Dunlap, achool teacher at the
Schurlkill Township school, and
author of a treatise, Farly Schuylkill
Township, has written about a ford
she used az a child. The ford crossed
the Schuylkil BHiver between
Pawling Road and Bridge Strest.
Bridges existed at the time, but
Anne's father, much to the delight of
his children, would sometimes cross
in the old-fashioned way by driving
his wagon over the shallow place in
the river. The intent was to tighten
the iron rims of the wagon wheals.
Inatesad of going to the blacksmith
shop for an adjustment, Dunlap let
the long contact with river water

A STRAM LOCOMOTIVE was wsed

to fransport mourners af the funeral

of the iron company 's first president,
Dhavid Reeves, to the burial ground
in Philadelphio. Drawing may be
found in Steamibown: Official Map
and Guide, National Park Service,

US Department of the Interior.

AN BEARTY STEAMSHIP. The stcamship replaced sailing shipz for
ooearn voyeges after the Civil War. Dhrawing from Tronsporfation.

swell the wooden wheels until the
rims were a proper fit.

The horse, whose name was
Harry, was guided along a certain
path that avoided large rocks and
gudden drops. The children were
especially happy when the watear
came through the cracks in the
wagon floor. Harry ssemed to enjoy
the crossing as much as they did,
gtopping often to drink. He had the
letters "U.S" branded on his
shoulder because he was an overage
Army horse that had been put out to
pasture in the Dhnlap's apple
orchard.

On the far side of the river an old
road led them over a high bridge
gpanning the canal. At least Anne
Dunlap considered the bridge high.
Another lady thought it too low,
because she had to duck her head
when the canal boat she waa riding
passed under its arch.

Around fhe World...Up until
the latter part of the 1800s, pleasure
trips were undertaken solely by the
wealthy who were able to explore
the USA and foreign landa with the
new applications of steam power,
the steamships and steam
locomatives. When the time finally
arrived that ordinary working men
were able to satisfy their wanderluat
with world-wide trawvel, there were
gtill dangers and the wives were not
daring enough to accompany them.

John Vanderslice whose name
persiste in a strest in MNorth
Phoenixville, was one of the first to
take advantage of the new
conditions and in 1876 he made a
trip around the world. Vanderslice
was born in a farmhouse in
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Kimberton and early in life hegan to
make money on land investments.
For a small sum he bought a farm on
the borough's north side and divided
it into 1/6-acre lots and built 120
houses. Phoeniz Iron Works was
expanding rapidly at the time and
the town population doubled
between 1840 and 13456, so needless
to say, the venture was profitable.

Vanderaslice next traveled
through the western part of the
country going as far as the Missouri
Biver. Even before the Homestead
At of 1862, the TS Government was
trying to attract farmers to the
wegtern states with the offer of
cheap land. Vanderslice bought
whole sections, 800 acres in all, at
the give-away price of $1.26 per acre
and this deal yielded big dividends.
Obviously bent on enjoring his
newly acquired wealth, he became
an avid traveler.

Although transatlantic vorFages
via steamship were uncommon
before the Civil War, Vanderslice in
1861, went abroad on a steamer.
The intrepid traveler booked
passage on the "City of Glaspow," a
liner that followed the old sailing
ship route between Philadelphia and
Liverpool. He was lucky. The same
ghip's next trip from Philadelphia
ended in disaster and all 300 aboard
perished.

Vanderslice rode the trains to
California only two wvears after the
1869 completion of a trans-
continental railroad amazed and
delighted the American public. He
returned in the more traditional
fashion, by steamship to Panama,
acroas the isthmus by Panamanian



railroad, and hy steamship to
Mew York.

Br this time a firm called
Thomas Cook & Son of London and
Mew York started a travel agency
that iz still in businesa with an office
in Philadelphia. The name "Cook's
Tours" became familiar in many
parta of the world. As might be
expected, Vanderslice wanted to try
a Cook's world tour and in 1874
signed up for the thind one to be
sponsored by that agency. Most of
those who participated were
Europeans who croased to America
and traveled by train from Mew
York to California, stopping at all
places of interest. Vanderslice
arranged to join the others in
Chicago. The tour took an east-west
course because Cook belisved in
going the zame direction the sun
goes, Before the world tourists
returned to their homes, they had

visited cities in Japan, China,
the tropical regiona, India,
Egypt and Italy. Elapsed time was
seven montha, A report published
abroad stated:

"The party was chiefly compozad
of ¥oung people, except one, an
American gentleman, native of
Phoenizville, Pennsylvania, who
prides himself in the belief that fow
of his age would venture to follow in
his track." This was Vanderalice and
he was 74 years old. During the
tour, he mailed home little
travelognes for the Independent
Phoenix, a predecessor newspaper of
the Ewening Phoenix. They were
afterwards published in a hbook
Arvound the World Throngh Many
Lands and Ower Many Seas, J.B.
Lippincott & Company, 1876,

The twentieth century has
witnessed an awesome exploit that

reduces to insignificance the travel
epiacdes of those long-ago times.
During the presidential term of
John F. Eennedy the astronauts
rocleeted to the moon and scientists
have ever since been exploring outer
space. Perhapas they will find a
habitable planet to colonize. Human
nature, as is abundantly clear,
remains consistent through the
centuries. Homeo sapiens is always
ready to go from one place to
another, and is forever searching for
a hetter way to do 1t

Editorial note: Thiz aréicle iz o
rewrite of ane with the same Hile
that appeared in our Marceh 1989
newsletter. The story ortginally
ploanned for thiz December will be
printed in our March 2002 iasue.
I¢ will be about ratlroads and
cantain information obtained
from William Middieton, premier
railroad expert.

MORE NEWS...

GRIFFEN GUN
RESEARCHED
cott Houting who was elected
S to our Board of Directors this
past September has had a
Civil War story he wrote accepted
for publication in America's Civil
War Journal., BEditors of the
magagzine retitled Scott's article
"The Three-Inch Ordnance Rifle
Developed by John Griffen Became
the Civil
War's Most
Beliable
Fieldpiece."
Scott's
interest in
history led
to a position :
with the TS -
Department of the Interior at their
Walley Forge Mational Park site. He
iz giving our Society a copy of the
magagine and it will be available to
users of our archives.

MEMEBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to the fol-

ia lowing new members: Robert

Jones, Charles Eulp, Mr. and

Mrs. Terry Roberts, Mrs. Dorothy

Shimer, David and June Bung,

John and Melizsaa Potter.

With regret we report the deaths
of; Alfred Zaigler and Helen Horming,

The following renewed their
memberships as CONTRIBUTORS:
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Unger
and Rodger Rapp.

The following renewed as
SPONSORS: Meal Thorpe,
Dr. Donald Harrop, Jean Reawes,
Mr. and Mra. Christopher Jones,
Joseph Mooney, David C. Jones.

The following renewed as
FRIENDS: Catharine Rankin, Mr.
and Mrs. Wavne Blattner, Franklin
Morria, Ann Eline, David Meadows,
Edna Rapp, Mary Foote, David
Frees 111, Dr. and Mrs. Allan Cohen,
Mr. and Mrs. Wililam Bothwell,
John P. Coine.

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
were made by Dr. Donald Harrop,
Marie Ludwick, George Geiser.

MAJOLICA AT
WEST CHESTER
AND ANOTHER
SHOW HERE

iecezs of our Etruacan
(P majolica were recently
loaned to Chester County

Historical Society for an exhibition
currently underway called Throwmn,
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Molded, Dipped and Glazed:
Ceramics of Southeastern
Pennsvivanin, that brings together
200 examples of three distinctive
ceramic types with a strong local
connection.

These caramics include red ware,
Tucker porcelain, and majolica.
CCHS borrowed from  other
Pennsylvania musenms, and the
Valleyw Forge Historical Society and
the Hershey Museum as well as
HSPA contributed the majolica.

Some of our membera vizited the
exhibition and came back with the
gtory that the majolica portion
attracted far more attention than
other parts of the show. Ellen
Endslow, the CCHS curator pointed
out "one of the best known and most
prolific majolica manufacturers was
Griffen, Smith & Hill of Phoenizville
in the northern part of the county."
She said the hest American pottery
rivaled majolica made in English
kilns. When the West Chester show
closes, we plan to exlubit our
returned pieces plus many aothar
gemsa from our extensive collection
at a show of our own in Phoenizville
for the benefit of all those who did
not pet to West Chestar,

At a i Rt



A CANDLELIGHT
HOUSE TOUR AND
A CIVIL WAR

CHRISTNMAS

he Candlelight Holiday
T Historic House Tour iz to be
held on December 1st from 4
to 8 PM and will present Phoenixville
in an entirely new light. Victorian
homes, houses of worship, and local
businesses will be on display, all
decorated for the holiday season.
Proceeds from this tour will benefit
The Colonial Theatre.

A Civil War Chrisfinas.. Step
back in time and revisit the holidays
during the American Civil War.
Along the tour ronte will he an
encampment of the 160th Penn-
sylvania Volunteer Infantry Com-
pany F "Bucktails," that recrnited
men from Phoenixville to serve in
the war. Presented by the Historical
Society of the Phoenixville Avea,
highlighta include a brasa ensemble
playing Civil War-era Christmas
carols, a 19th centurystyle decorated
Chriatmas tree, and the historic
1873 former church sanctuary
decorated with candles, oil lamps
and holiday greens.

Advanced purchase tour
j* tickets are available for
Ty, $16.00 from the following
*kt Phoenixville stores: The
k¥ Shops of Corner Stores,
Vig¥e O0ld  Pickett Fenes,
-r' Callalily's Flowers and
g7}, Charmingly Linda's
ey Consignments,  Ticket
Q rth i price the dar of the tour
g will be $20.00. For
further information,
contact G10-033-9151
or G10-283-9592.

e

AN ORIGINAL
WORK OF ART
Tucked away in the treasure trove of
Iron and Bridge Company artifacts
that Mike Wirceik amassed over a
lifetime were a pailr of pictures
measuring 1&8"¥24" in size that
depict the ironworks buildings that
exizted around the middle of the

1800s,

As our members already lmow,
Millie Viracik, Mike's widow, wvery
generously arranged for our Society
to own his collection.

Bob Deger and Joanne Brown,
HSPA archivists, decided at least
ong of the picturea should hbe
restored, and engaged the
Pennsylvania Art Conzervators of
Berwyn to do the work. After
examination Philip Rosenfeld of that
firm told Bob and Joanne that both
pictures they gave him were prints
that could be made cheaply and in
large quantity and so had no real
wvalue exzcept to a history buff He
explained that all prints were mads
from an original painting and
suggested that somewhere about
town we might find the painting
from which our prints were made.

A  while later, Rosenfald
telephoned the society once more
with the good news that after
removing the frame from one of our
pictures and examining it closely, he
found that this picture was the
original, made with a pen and brush
dipped in 'wash, or a thin coat of
color. It is dated 1856 and signed by
the artist, Jameaz D. Smithe (or
Smythe).

The picture Rosenfeld received
from us was dirty, acid burned, and
foxed. Rosenfeld was able to remove

all stains while leaving the artist's
pen and brush work intact, and he
reframed it with acid-free materials,
Our newly restored picture shows
the original foundry building that
was replaced by the one built in
1582 that has now been restored.
Other industrial buildings are
shown with their smokestacks, and
in the background are two church
gteaples and the Reeves mansion. In
the foreground is the canal and a
numhber of barges, coal piles,
charcoal mounds, two derricks, and
workmen with horses.

Charges for the conservation have
been underwritten by two interested
Society membera,

MICROFILMING
PROJECT
A campaign to raize finds for the
microfilming of old newspapers was
approved by unanimous vote of the
Board of Directors at their mesting
held Movember 14, 2001.

Latters will now be sont to the
memhership asoliciting donations.
Measurea will also be taken to
contact the class presidents of the
Phoenixville Area High School
graduating classea for the past aixty
vears to supgest that members of
each class pool their resources and
sponsor the conservation of that
particular year's newspapers.

Mewspapers from the following
vears have already been reduced to
microfilny: 1871 to 1929 and 1980 to
1996. The project iz of prime
importance to the community. Sinee
the history contained in newspapers
is a part of our heritage, our old
papers must be conserved.,
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