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DINNER MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

he annual dinner meeting
T will be Theld at the
Phoenixville Country Club
the evening of Wednesday,
September 13. A cash bar will open
at 6:00 P and dinner will be served
at €:30 M. Please reapond to sour
invitation promptly as late
reservations are hard to handle,
After dinner members will
witness a presentation arranged by
a charming lady, Doris Riverbird
Woman, who iz a full blooded
American Indian of the Eastern
Lenapi MNation of Pennaylvania.
Ancient members of her tribe
were the peaceable natives who
ooopled the lands on which we Live.
These are the same Indiana, also
called "Delawares," who cooperated
with William Penn at the famous
peace treaty under the Treaty Elm
Tree. Daoris will bring with her other
Lenapi descendants and thev will
display and exzplain large numbers
of Indian artifacts, some belonging
to the period before contact with the
white man and some the post
contact period. Our speaker’s remote
ancestors had no written languags
but passed down through the

generations by word of mouth the
wigdom of their elders and their
customs. The proup will sing and
recite, in both English and Lenapi,
Indian folk songs and stories.

Drau,uzg ﬁ'a::'z 189¢h century
Riztary of Mantgomery Couniy

OFFICE & MUSEUM

The office and museum are open Wednesdays and Fridays

between 9 AM. and 3 P.M.

and are also open the first Sunday of every month

bhetween 1 and 4 p..

Appointments may be arranged for other dates and hours.

FLEA MAREKET
OCTOBER 28

he fall flea market will open
T for business Saturday,
Crotober 28 at 9:00 AM and
continue until 3:00 in the afternoon.
A light lunch will be served. Please
bring =zalable items to the Social
Hall the previous Thursday and
Friday evenings, 7:00 BM to 9:00 FM,
or the generous donors may drop
them off when the office 15 open.
Baked pgoods may wait until the
morning of the market. For pick up
gervice, call Dawve Frees at
610-933-4960 or 610-933-9177.

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to  the
ﬂ following new members;
Anna  Stimson, Michael
Pesta, William Grayear, Carol Quay
Stiller, BEdgar Maratil and Frank
Swanick.

With regret we report the death
of paat president Robert Shaffner.

Benewing as SPONSOE are
Phoenixville Federal Savings &
Loan and Joanne Brown.

Benewing as CONTRIBUTORS
are Blinor Smith, Miriam Clegg,
Sandra Momyer, Nefera Purcell.

Benewing as FRIEMNDS are Jack
Foresta, new member HRuss
Flanders, MMr. and Mra. John
Donovan, Susan Marshall, John
Eeenan, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Richtar
and Mr. Albert Ritchey Jr.

SPECIAL. CONTRIBUTIONS
were received from Mary Popma,
Donald Crabtres, Zoe Perkins, Mary
Jane Moulton, Dorothy Botdorf,
Mahlon Miller, Mr. and Mra. Eell
Damsgaard, Tom  Drauschak,
Mullen Antiques, Pete Bamberger,
David Frees, IMr. William W. Griffen
and Phoenixville Community Health
Foundation.




By Miriam Clegg

he history of Phoenizville
T and maps of the land
surrounding Phoenizville are
mutually related, which iz one
reason that our Society maintains a
large collection of maps. Ther go
back to the time when a sea captain
from foreign climes sailed up the
Delaware River, found the mouth of
a tributary river, and gave it the
Dutch name 'Schuylkill, meaning
hidden stream.' The captain marked
the new name on his chart, which ia
the tvpe of map that mariners carry
on their ships.

Maps made in William Penn's
time used the style of cartography
that became popular in the era when
Buropeans firat attempted grand
voyvages of exploration such as the
one that Christopher Columbua
embarked upon in 1492, Columbuas
returned home with handwritten
records of his journey. But in the
early 1600s, the invention of
printing and engraving enabled
other adventurers to publish their
routes.

Toward the end of the 1600s,
Italian physiciat Galileo examined
the skies with a telescope, and hia
findings gave new impetus to the
study of stars and their placement in
the heavens. From that time on
astronomy was linked to chartas and
SUrveys as a component of maps.

The firat map of Pennsylvania
waa drafted by William Penn's
surveyor general, Thomas Holme,
and it was called Porfrafture of
Philadelphin. It no longer exists,
nor does the map that very likely
miided Charles Pickering to the
upriver region that surrounds a

zection of Thomasz Holme's Map of the
Provinece of Pernnsvivanic



creaek bearing his name. Pickering
was a metallurgist who crossed the
Atlantic with William Penn. He
believed he had discovered land rich
in walnable minerals and he
obtained a tract through purchase.

Pickering's name can be found on
every one of the early maps that
show 'Pickering Creck.' The Thormas
Holme map of 1687 leaves the creek
unnamed. However the name 'Sam
Buckley' in that locality pointa to
Charles Pickering's ownership of a
tract of land since Buckley was
Pickering's businesa partner.

MAP OF THE
PROVINCE OF
PENNSYLVANIA
Br Thomas Holme - 186587

Holme's 1687 map required two
wears of his labor and was shipped to
the proprietor after Penn's retium to
England. The map contains the
three original counties, Chester,
Philadelphia, and Bucks, and many
original townships. There had been
many purchasers since the charter,
and Penn hoped to attract still more,
s0 Holme drew the atreams
unusually wide to malke them
appear navigable.

The map was printed on six
sheets of paper, each measuring 22
by 26 inches, and The Londeon
Gozette announced they were for
sale for ten shillings.

STURVEYORS,
BOUNDARY LINES
and the MASON
and DIXON LINE

Surveying at this period was
regarded as a profession of
distinction. Two of our presidents,
George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson, in their youth worked as
surveyors. A map of nearby East and
West Vincent Townships was
produced from his own surveys hy
General Anthony Warne. And while
some surveyors of the colonial period
were creating maps, others were
laying out boundary lines.

The Mason and Dizon line is the
best known boundary line in the
history of America. And how
interesting that a part of it
conatitutes the southern boundary
of our own county!

The line was surveved during the
vears 1763 to 1767 by two English
astronomers/mathematiciana who

were sent to this country after a
land holding dispute arose between
the Penns of Pennsylvania and the
Calvert family of Marvland. The
mattar had earlier gone through the
Court of Chancery in London.
Charles Mason and Jeremiah
Dixon, the men chosen for this
extraordinary task, disembarked in
Philadelphia Movember 16, 1763.
The line they were to survey nob
only separates Marvland from
Pennsylvania, but after 1780 it
geparated free atates from slave
states. HEven today, it marks the
boundary line between the MNorth
and the Souath. The popular
expression 'Dixie land' is derived
from Jeremish Dixon's surname.
Mason and Dizon first built an
observatory in the southernmost
part of Philadelphia and detarmined
ite correct latitude and longitude.
Mext they hired a crew of local
chainbearers, rodmen, axe men,
commissaries, cooks, and baggage

William Penn at age 22
The bowndary dizspude was betieeen
Penn’s descendants and the Colvert
family of Marviand

carriera. Then they left the settled
portion of Pennsylvania and went
ot into the wilderness.

The crew cut a awath twenty foet
wide through the forests and up and
down the hills and mountaina, The
houndary line oceupied the middle of
this open apace, and they marked
the line with atones that had been
quarried and engraved in England.
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Every fifth milestone had the Penn
family crest on the north aide and
the coat of armas of the Calwvert
family of Maryland on the south.
The rest were marked simply P for
Pennsrlvania on one side and M for
Marvland on the other.

Obzervers of thizs unusual
activity saw the surveyors pointing
their inatruments to
the skies to get their bearings and
nammed them the 'Stargazers, and
the stones were called 'Stargazers
Stones. After they passed Sideling
Hill they had no adequate means of
cariving the English atones further
so they resorted to digming out
native stones. When thev crossed
the Allegheny Mountaing they used
woodenn posts  with stonework
around them. Some years they
retreated to the settlements to
gpend the winter months.

Due to the length of this huge
project, Mason and Dizon had to
make allowance in their caleulations
for the curvature of the earth. To
stay on the parallel of latitude they
had solected, they kept changing
direction ever so  slightly.
MNotwithstanding the difficulty, the
accuracy of the line they marked out
is atill accepted by the U.5. Geodetic
Survey.

By 1767 they reached a poaition
230 miles west of the northeast
corner of Marvland and within
thirty-six miles of the distance they
had intended to cover. They were
then in a part of the province that
was inhabited by a more warlike
tribe of Indians than the peaceabls
Lenapes. The western Indian Chief
obhjected to this invasion of his
hunting grounds and ordered the
surveyors to leave. Mason and Dizon
had no recourae but cbedience and
returned to Philadelphia. The
boundary line was completed by
other hands.

REVOLUTIONARY
WAR MAPS

The winter that British froops
oceupied the city of Philadelphia,
1777-78, a number of maps of the
Philadelphia area were published in
Great Britain for home
consumption. One of them, printed
by William Faden, geographer to the
King, was a remalke of a map drawn
by the American surveyor, Nicholas
Seull, in 1762, Faden added the
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The Spy Map

Computer drown version of the Spy Map. This emall section shows our
local landmarks.

fortificationa recently built on the
Delaware River to the south of the
city.

In July of 1778 Faden alao
published a hand drawn map made
by a British army officer called
British  Camp af Troduffron,
showing the surprise attack by their
Major General Grey on our General
Anthony Wayne., (We call it the
Paoli Maasacre.)

A really outstanding British spy
map lay hidden away and nearly
forgotten amongst the belongings of
an army officer until, in 1926, it was
discovered and brought back to the
US4, It is now in the library of the
University of Michigan.

The map is hand drawn, and the
area diaplayed is southeastern
Pennsylvania betweean the Delaware
and the Susgquehanna Rivers. The
malker carefully placed and named
all rivers and creeks. He indicated
those all-important fords of the
Schuylkill with triple dotted lines.

Only one road, Edgemont, is
named. All other roads are drawn
with straight lines connecting the
landmarks, which are towns,
churches, and wayside taverns; also
mills, forges and furnaces, and
homes of prominent citizens.

The cartographer put a little
drawing of a town hall over each
large town, such as Allentown,

Lancaster, Doylestown, Derby,
Downing's Town, Pottsgrove, and
Beading.

West Chester was only a
crossroads tavern in that day, and so
appears as 'Turk's Head.' For the
same reason Lionville is 'Red Lion.'
Morristown 15 'Morrington.' Certain
other locations were the same then
as now: Yellow Springs, King of
Prussia, Paoli.

Many of the asites named on the
map were targets for destruction,
and an il fate met those that could
be reached when the British passed
throngh Chester and Montgomery
Counties on their way from Head of

4

the Elk River to Philadelphia.

Pennaylvania's newly constructed

Continental Powder Mill, which was

a gunpowder manufactory situated

near Kimberton, was demolished in

September, 1777.

The Phoenixville area is easily
found on the map because of its
location on the Schuylkill River
between French and Pickering
Crecks, Many of the names in this
section are well known to students
of local history, and can be compared
with what they have read in history
books about local wartime events.

The name 'forge’ on Valley Creslk
15, of course, our world famous
Yalley Forge that was ravaged by
the British in September of 1777
and later became home to the
American army in the winter of
1777-78. Coates, Starr, and Fussell
are families whose homes were
ransacked. "Tatch Churely is where
General Washington barely escaped
capture by a British detachment
when he visited sick American
goldiers billeted therein.

At 'Gordon's Ford' the enemy
made a trial crossing of the
Schuyllcill, The varions grist mills in
the vicinity were rendered useleas,
sometimes by having their sifting
cloths cut with the point of a British
officar's aword.

The home of General Anthony
Wayne was invaded as were the
dwellings of other American officers.
We believe 'James Vause,' a site
across the Schurylkill River in
Montgomery — County, 15 a
misspelling of 'James Vaux' who
played host, one day apart, to both
the  PBritish and  American
commanders-in-chief Colonel
MNizon, hiz neighbor, iz the John
MNizon who read the Declaration of
Independence from the court house
gtepa that fateful day in July of
1776.

MOSES ROBINSON
MAP OF 1829,
ARWITMER'S

ATLAS OF 1873,

BREOU'S ATLAS OF

1883

The next important map in
chironological order is exzclusively
Phoenixville's. Drawn by a local
gchool teacher, IMoses Hobinson, it

gshows how Phoenixville looked
aroimnd the time the Philadelphia
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Detail of map #3101 in Breouw's Atlos shows Clark, Recves & Company office,

erecting honse, generol office, machine shop, blacksmiih shop, hvdraalic
shaop, beam mill, East M, warehouse, paftern house, foundry.

firm of Reeves & Whittaker
purchazed the nail manufactory
and the land the town occupied.

Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker
bound a copy of Bobinson's map into
his book Annals of Phoenixville and
Its Vicinidy, and the third edition of
The Annals, recently published by
our historical society, uses the map
also as a decoration for its dust
jacket.

A comparison of the mnail
marmufacturing buildings depicted
on the 1829 map and the extensive
iron works shown later in the
century on a map in Breou's 1883
Atlas  tells the Phoeniz Iron
Company's success atory better than
any written history could tell it.

The period was a golden age for
maps. Systermatic mapping of their
countries was started by nations on
both hemispheres around 1760. By
the 158005 the demand for national
maps was fulfilled, and map makera
shifted to smaller municipalities.
The Witmer Atlas and the Breou's
Farm Atlas filled the need for this
type of nformation about Chesatar
County.

Breou's devotes three double
pages to Phoenizville, pgiving
detailed information about the
Morth side of Fremch Creek, the
Sonth side, and Phoenixville as
viewed from the Schuylkill River.

RATLROAD MAPS,
(EXCEPT FOR THE
UNDERGROUND
RATLROATD),
ELECTRIC
RATLWAY MAPS

Maps showing the many railroad
lines that crisscrossed our area
belong to the late 1800s and early
1800s. For a long period branch
railroads were necessary  to
transport  freight and some
passengers, and kept county
industries alive and prosperous..
Motor trucks and super highways
eventually eroded their busineas.

The old railroad lines that appaar
on our maps are as follows: the
Pickering Valley Railroad that ran
fromn Phoenixville to the town of
Brars in Upper Uwchlan Township.
The Phoenizville to West Cheater
branch of the Pennasylvania
Bailroad. The Wilmington and
MNorthern Railroad had a French
Creek branch that went to St
Pater's in Warwick Township. The
East Brandywine and Wayneshurg
Bailroad traveled throngh the town
of Glenmoore in Wallacs Township.

MNo map exists of the famous
underground railroad in operation
for many decades prior to the
Emancipation Proclamation. Large
numbers of slaves escaping from
their masters in the South, passed
through our area on their way to

L]

find freedom in Canada. We are told
that the migrants had no maps.
They reated by day and walked at
night and depended upon the North
Star to pive them direction. The
intrigning name comes from the fact
that escape paths were so well
concealed it seemed to would-be
captors that the slavea were
whisked away by some sort of
subterranean train.

Phoenizville's  trolley  lines
consisted of the Montgomery and
Cheater Electric Railway Company
(the M&C) that made a six-mile trip
gtarting at Spring City, traversing
the busineas section of Phoonixville,
and then going out in the country
again. The trip ended at the former
Washington field where there was a
racetrack. Another line, the
Phoenixville, Valley Forpe and
Strafford Electric Railway (the
PVEES), deapite its name, never
went filrther than Valley Forge.

The M&C, owned by a Scoteman,
David MacFeat, operated an
amusement park called Bonnie
Brae. The PVFE&S alao had an
amusement grounds and theirs was
called Valley Park. Trolley riders
were entertained with band concerts
and waudeville acta. Space was
reserved for family pienica, and in
addition, boating, bazsball and a
carrousel. Chur society has maps of
the troller routes, plus a map of

[

David Recves, founder of Phoenix
Iron Company



Valley Park. We even have a
cancelled ticket of admission to
Valley Park.

TOPOGRAPHIC
AND GEOLOGIC
SURVEYS

The US Department of the
Interior late in the 1800z embarked
on a mammoth project to create a
topographic and geologic atlas of the
entire continental USA and its
outl¥ing poasessions. To accomplizsh
this purpose, regions were divided
into sections, each one containing a
quadrangle bounded by parallels of
latitude and meridians of longitude.
These guadrants were printed on
sheets of paper measuring 16-1/2" =
20" and identified by the name of the
principal town in each guadrant.

Beaides natural featurea like
streams and manmade features lile
roads, the guadrangle iz covered
with contour lines, this being a
curved line every part of which is at
the same altitude above sea level.

The enormously complicated
project was begun in 1882, The
Phoenixville  guadrangle  wasa

completad and published in 1937.
MINOR MAPS

Many minor maps  were
published, especially in the 1900s.

Futhey and Cope had a map made
for their 1881 History of Chestar
County that they called "4 Map of
Chester County, Pennsylvania, with
An Outlying Map of Delawara
County (formerly a part of Chester
County)." It superseded James
Hindman's Chester County map
published in 1816. Also available in
the map market were two large
Chester County maps wrapped on
rods. These could be hung on the
wall and pulled down like window
blinds.

There were pictorial maps
gunitable for framing. One dated
1874 was called "Birdseye View of
Phoenizville, P4, M. H. Traubel,
Lith., Camden, NJ" drawn by H.H.
Bailey.

Artwork for a beautiful map of
historical Chester County was
designed and colored by a celebrated
American artist. Beneath the title of
this richly ornamented map is the
wording: 'Historical Data Compiled
by Christian C. Sanderson," and
below is:  "Drawn by Andrew
Wieth."

A recreational map entitled
"Hunting Country of the Pickering
Hunt Club, June 1941" might have
been carried in the pocket of a
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A Branch railroad served Phoenix Iron Company foundry building.
Dirawn by Jock Shenkle for our 1991 colendar.
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Tiny section of the Phoenixville
guadrant, 1937

master of hounda. The hills between
Phoenixville and its furthest point to
the west, Glenmoore, are marked
with circles. Another was made for
fishermen called '"Streams of
Pennsylvania by John G. Mock,
1943." A map showing bicycle paths
was published in 13980 in the heyvday
of the highwheel bike.

A map to make hearts of all loyal
local residents swell with pride was
issued In 1983. It was called
"Phoenizville Historie District and
issued by the Chester County
Hiatoric Preservation Office and the

Chester County Planning
Commission. Its preparation
required countless  hours  of

wvolunteer labor performed by our
society members under the guidance
of Jane Davidson, Preservation
Officer.

Mowadars we have global maps
made with modern technology that
uses remote sensing by airborne and
satellite radar as well as devices
called multispectral scanners,
making is possible to quickly collect
and update information for map
making.
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CREDITS

Futhey & Cope, History of
Chester County, 1651

Philadelphia Musenm of Art,
Philadelphin: Three Centurics of
American Art. 1976

William Ecenbarger, Walkin' the
Linz, M. Evana & Company, 1999

HE S

U.5. Department of the Interior,
Greologic Survey Bulletin 891,
1937

A decorative title for on 1855 map

A CHRISTMAS

CARD MAP
Rand McNally & Company, map
publizhers, designed a large

grecting card for Christmas of 1976
in anticipation of the nation's 1976
bicentennial celebration. The map
the company chose for this purpose
showed Philadelphia in its early
days and was entitled "A Map of
Fhiladelphia and Environs." Ita size
after folding was & by & inches.

A tribute to the city was printed
on the back of the map. The
spokesperson for Rand MclMNally &
Company wrote: "Philadelphia in
the 1770s was the second most
important city in the English
speaking world." (London, may we
remind you, was the first).

The apokesperson continned:
"After the Declaration of
Independence was signed there in
1776, however, patriots no longer
neaded to compare it with London.
Ther knew that Philadelphia was in
spirit the very center of the universe
to evervhody evervwhers who falt
the force of the words All men are
created equal.”

Arthwr Pound, The Penns of
and  England,
The MacMillan Co., 1932

Pennsylvanio
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MNall's bicyele trailz were traveled
by high-stvle, highwwheel bikes.



NEWSPAPER
PRESERVATION
AN UPDATE

ewapapers dating from 1871
CN to 19249 have bean
microfilmed and visitors to
our archives are now using this new
rezource. We have 126 rolla of film.
Mext we must arrange for disaster-
proof storage for the film and for
diaposition of the  original
newsapapers. At its last meeting, the
Board of Directors of our Society
anthorized purchase of apecially
designed film storage drawers for
the archives. Our borrowed
microfilm reader is working well so
far, but we really should have a
readerfprinter for the convenience of
researchers. OCur Society has
submitted a grant proposal for the
readerfprinter.

DAVIDSON

HONORED

ane Davidson, Preservation

:} Coordinator in the Chester
Countr Park and Recreation

Department, was honored by the
Mational Conference on Women and

Historic Preservation in
Washington, The Conference named
her "Cutstanding Woman in Historic
Preservation." Our Soclety
remembers with gratitude her
magnificent job of putting our
downtown distriet on the Mational
Register of Historic Places.

POTTSTOWN
NATIVE AMERICAN
MONUNMENT

& hope many of our members
W will wisit a monument
unveiled last May at
Franklin Street and Industrial
Highway in Pottstown. Many rears
ago an Indian Chiefs grave was
unnearthed along the Schuylkill River
near Franklin Street, and last year
Ann Jones, mayor of the borough,
decided there should be a marker to
call attention to the proud people
who lived on the land long before
John Potta founded Pottstown,
Mayor Jones, the Pottastown
Historical Society, and many othera,
Borough Councilman Bon Downie
especially, contributed time, labor
and expertise to the project.

WASHINGTON
MONUNMENT
OUR COLUMNS IN
GOOD CONDITION
ke Wircsik read that a
M renovation of the
Washington Monument was
now in progreas. The outside was in
fact completad and work had begun
on the inside. He thought he might
ohtain a piece of a discarded Phoenix
colurnn for display by our Society as
an artifact that had onee been a part
of the national scene and a0 would

have special significance.

To  Mike's surprise and
gatisfaction, a DC engineer
responded that the Phoenix columns
in the monument are atill in great
ghape, They have been inside and
painted and show no sipn of rust. He
gxpects them to be serviceable for
many ¥years to come.

BOSCH AND THE

GRIFFEN GUN

he Griffen gun cannon and
“T' |the 3-inch US ardnance rifie
are one and the same.

We call it the Griffen gun
becanse of hometown pride. John
Griffen, general superintendent of
Phoenix Iron Company invented it

That name was disputed by
Guillermo Boach, speaker at last
June's gquarterly meeting, attorner
by profession and tour guide at
Goettwysburg National Park by
avocation. The Griffen gun barrel
was patented December 26, 1865,
The firat 236 cannon made at
Phoenix Iron Company were totally
of Griffen's design. Thereafter the
guns used a core patented by
Samuel J. Reeves. The external
desipn was the work of the TS
Ordnance Board.

MUSEUM
ASSESSMENT
CM AP, the Museum Assess-

ment Program, will he
undertaken bv our Soclety.
Experts in the field have heen
invited to examine our facility with
the expectation they may be able to
sugoest improvements.

www.voicenet.com/~dstav

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
P.0. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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