Tte Historicar (ociEry of THe ProENTRVILLE DAREA

o ‘Mmr-z & (Cpvrcn STREETS, Prornpviie, PR 19460
= — (6100 935-7648

MWlamcn 2000 VoLome 23, ‘Nﬁmmn 3

M™Mumian Crece, Eprmorn  Becky Manier, PusLisaer

MARCH MEETING

with simple dance steps and et o

he quartsrly meeting will be
held on Wadnesday evening,
March 8th, at T:30 PM, in
the soeial hall st Chureh and Main
Streets, The subject under discus-
sion that evening will be the old-
fashioned bridges still to be seen on
same of our secondary roads, and we
hove engaged Elaine Reiter to give a
slide locture about therm.

Mrz. Keitar aet owt in the early

1970e o take a picture and collect
information aboot each and every
roofad-over span in Chester County,
and she iz mow an acknowledged

expert, and a long-time member of

tha Thesdore Burr Covered Bridge
Soviaty.
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CALLING ALL BAND ie one of the interested alumni who
ALUMNI OF THE is ready to give it  shot, All former
PHOENLIXVILLE band members are invited to join.

AREA HIGH SCHOOL
B acky Manlev is leckdng for

former Phoenixville Area

High School band members
who are interested in forming an
Alumni Band,

The new band will wark in con-
junetivn with the current PAHS
band and itz director, Michael
Britcher, and will participate in this
year's Spring Concert by playing =
fiew musical selections with the High
Fehool Band. Marfan Carns, a for-
mer teacher who graduated in 1941,

The first practice is Sunday,
March 26th, from 1:30 oM to 3 PR
The concert is Tuesday, May 23rd,

The Borough of Phoenixville is
known for ite top-quality bands,
beginning with the Phoenix Bross
Band of 1847 that was renamed the
Phosnix Military Band after the
Civil War,

In 1835 Walter 5. Sample, music
instructor, placed o 30-picce march-
ing band on Washington Fiald for
the Thanksgiving Day football
game. Sample reploced march steps

new trend, For many years aflter-
wards Phoenixville was called the
"Home of the Original Danging
Band.”

Anyone interested in starting an
Alumni Band chould eall Becky
Manlcy st 610-933-1924.

MOORE HALL -
SAFE AT LAST
ter many waars of wran-
ﬂ_ eling, Eleanor Morris, presi-
dent of the French &
Pickering Cresks Conservation
Trust, has emerged victarious over
farces that might have destroyed an
impartant Revolutionary War land-
mark.

The threatened property wasz o
mansion called "Maore Hall" that is
situated on a 65-acte teact of land in
Schuylldll Township just outside the
limits of Phoenixville Borough and
within n fow miles of Valley Forge
Natienal Historicsl Park.

Rouse/Chamberlin, o housing
developer, purchased Maore Hall in
1995 intending to build 174 eingle-
family houses on the sttractive piece
of land that strecches from Route 23
to the Schuylkill River.,

Mrs, Morris abjected, and the
nusmber of houses was reduced to
147, She next battled successflly

Continued on last page.

OFFICE &
MUSETIM
The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays belween
9 AM and 3PM.
and arz also open the
first Sunday of every month
betwaen 1 and 4 P
Appoiniments may bs amanged
for other dates and hours.




SQUIRE HOWELL'S
LEGACY OF PAPERS

By Miriam Clegg

harles H, Howell was born in
C 1850 and lived his entire life
in Phoenixville. He was
employved by Phoenix Iron Company
until, at age 44, he was electad o
the office of Justica of the Peace, He
serveal the borough in that capacity
for fifty years. After his death in
1239 all his neally kept docket
books, ladgers, memorandum books,
and miscellanesus documents were
turned over to the Chester County
Historical Seciety. They are indead a
remarkable legacy of papers,
This past summer Jennifar
Metroks, a hislory major at Wast

Chester University, read through
the papers and propared & biograph-
ical sketch of Howell and a guide to
his writings. She was impressed by
one man's ability to benefit his com-
munity, and she wanted to maka the
information mare easily acceasible
for present-day historical research,
All Howells were originally
Welsh, and the Squire believed that
hia branek of the family was the Grst
to traval from Wales to Ameriea, His
great grandfather, Walter J. Howe]],
was born in Mentgomery County,
PA, in 1734, Walter's wife, Maria,
the daughter of Adam

Homseher, alse born in Montromery
County, and Hamscher fought in the
Revalutionary War, The subject of
this article started life in a Railroad
Etreet home on the north side of
Phoenixville that his parents,
Walter J, IIl and Mary Miller
oweall, rented from the iron company,

Az o buy, little Charlie Howell
was proud of the fact that he was
descended from a Revolutionary sol-
dier; also that his mother's father,
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Lheyton Sireet School, North Phoenixoille - Erected 1835-6
Dirowen by Jane Ritchey

Playing Soldwrs, Contemporary engraving
Srom Godey's Magazine of 1855

John Miller, had in wears past
helped to build the Black Rock dam
on the Schuylkill River, an impor-
tant featura of the local lnndsenpe,

The exact house the Howells
occupied on Raileosd Strect 15 hard
to determine, but probably it was
pae of the four row houses marked
‘Phoenix Iron Company” on Breou's
Farm Atlaz of 1883 Walter J.
Howell was employed by the iron
company and it was customary in
those days far the worlimen to live in
company-owned housing,

Charlic had & vounger Brother
and two sisters, and all were pupils
at the Dayton Street Schosl, Tt was
the first public schosl to be huilt on
the north side after the
Pennsyvlvania Public Schogl Law of
1839 insured o free education for
eviery child in the state. We know
that this school had fine teachers
and currigulum  becouse Samuel
Penoypascker, the future governor,
who alse lived on the north side of
town, attended this schoel, ard
wroke nhoul it in his sutabiography.

Pennypacker devoted several
pages to experiences at the Dayton
Street School.  The  governor's
favarite teacher was Miss Annie



Creen (Green Street s named for
har family). Howell's fwvoritc wos
Mizs Eliza White, the sister of
Juginh White, a name known ta
nearly evervene in Phoenixville.

By the time Charlie Howell was
ten vears old, wor clouds were gath-
ering over the entire region.
Howewver, the threat of an impend-
iy war between the Morth and the
South failed te intimidate Charlie's
parenls, or indeed any of the ather
borough citizens. Whila the alder
folks held meebings to discuas the
situation, the children likewisa ware
imbued with the military spirit and
“plaved soldier.”

In 15861 Pheenix Iron Company
received an order from the govern-
ment for six hundred cannan made
according to a new desipn invenied
by the general superintendent, John
Griffen, and for this reason called
"Griffen Guns" A large part of the
irenwarks was adapted to the man-
ufacture of this, and succoeding
oriders.

Two militia  eompanies  from
Phoenixville enlisted for three yonrs,
or for the duration of the war, The
Wayne Guards volunteered from Lhe
north side of French Creek, and the
Phoanix Artillerists from the south
side. The Guards became Company
K of the Tlat regiment, PA
Voluntesr Infamtry, and  the
Artillerists became Company G, 1st
regiment, PA Beserve Corps. Other
COMpEnies from Schuylkill,
Charlestown  and  surrounding
regions  followed.  Approximately
seven hundred men from the bor-
ogh, amounting to 20 pereent of the
tobal population, entered the service,
Walter J. Howell, age 34, enlisted in
Company K, and Josiah White in
Company G.

Pheenix Iron Company directed
Lhat men who volunteered for mili-
tury duty could leave work upon one
doy's notiee, and their familios
would be excused from payment of
rent during their abeance. Two vears
later, in June of 1563, becauze of a
threatened invasion by Southern
forees, David BReeves closed the
works and offered regular wages to
voluntesrs who hueried to the state
capital to defend the Tnion.

When his father left for the front,
s mother kook Charlie out of sehasl
and arranged for him to work for the
iron company. He was cleven years

C.HH. when q young man

old. He was warking at a place
whers communication betwesn
buildings was difficult. At that time
there ware no telephones and no
child labor laws, and youngstors like
Charlie were hired to act 2% messen-
ger bays.

Little Charles excelled at pen-
mancship, a skill almest always
taught to bays. Many ol
Phoenixville's female population
lacked the ability te write, especial-
ly thase who prew up before the era
of public schools. So Charles put his
spare time to good use during the
war by writing the letters wives and
mothers sent to their loved ones in
the army.

The close of the war in 18365 was
not the end of the military spirit in
Phognixville, Walter J. Howall

returned to his family. His record
states; "W.I, Howell, K, Tlst BV,
musitered)  June 25, LEGL;
disicharged] by surgleon) 1863
Josiah  White, brother of the
Pheenixville schoolteacher, was not
s Jucky., White's record shaws he
dicd i 1864, in Washington, DO,
from wounds suffered ae the Battle
of the Wildernoss.

Surviving soldiers feam
Pennsylvania joined with the rest of
the northern states to establish a
society called the GAR (Grand Army
of the Repuablic), and the
Phoenixville branch is called the
"Josiah White Peat No. 45" in honar
of the gallant, but ill-fated velun-
teer. In 1871 the Past erected a mon-
wiment  in Morrs  cemetery  in
memory of fallen comrades. On the
top is & marble statue of o private
soldier in the position of “porade
rest." On the granite base are
ingeribed the names of those who
died in the army and navy during
the war, and the battles in which
they participated.

Far many wvears four military
units named “Heeves' Rifles"
"Emmett Light Guards" "Light
Artillery,” and "Wheatley Cadets,”
regularly drilled in the borough's
two armories. They were the fore.
runners of gur present Mational
Gruard.

Young Charles Howel] stayed on
gt the iron company. He was gell
educated and compensated for his
lack of formal education by being on
avid reader,

Phaenix Iren Company no longer
produced ennnen, Instead it began
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CUH H. in uniform of Phoenicedlle
Military Band

the manufacture of iron columns,
beams and girders used in buildings,
in addition to the bars, raila, ete.,
previously manufactured. In 1888
the campuny began to fill erders for
iran bridges to replace the old-time
stane and wooden ones. Charles
Huwell, in early manhood, became
interestad in mechanies and learned
the trade of machinist. Eventually
he was put in charge of machinery
and belting in the rolling mill.

Howell joined two societies dur-
ing this penod in his life. Because of
his fine penmanship and hia ability
to wrike, he served as secretary to
bath of them, They were called "Sans
of Veternns," and “Junicr Ordar,
United Armeriean Mechanics.”

AL ape 27 he married Mary A
Hill of Pricetown, Berks County.
The couple eventually were parents
of six children, three sons and three
daughters. Charles, the third son
and fifth child, was his father's
namesake, and when grown, became
hiz father's buaineas partner,

Within the decade after his mar-
riage llowell atarted his sccond
caresr. Chisfly at the urging of
feiends he placed his name on the
election  ballot of 1854 ag the
Republican condidate for Justice of
the Peace, and was elected to that
offies.

Hewell wag a Republican all his
life, and was active in local, county,

atate pnd natiensl campaigns. His
talent for writing and his desire to
serve his community made him emi-
nently suited for this new kind of
wark, He pursued it with diligence
and enthusiasm, and thereafter was
reelected at the and of each six-vear
term. E
Charles, his wife Mary, and the
eldest of their children meved in
that same year ints a handsome, 3-
story, brick and stueen house on
Church Street an Phoepizville's
south side. The Guade wos only
three bays wide, but the depth of the
house from street te back alley pre-

vided plesty of room for both office
and dwelling. The secend floor apen
poreh had an ernamental iron rail-
ing that, without a deubt, waz a
praduct of Phoenix Iron Comparngy.
The storefront windaw, and one
of the two doora on the first flear,
wera part of the Justice's office. The
threshold of that middle door, over
the years, wee crossed by nearly
evaryona In town, judging from the
large numbers of peaple wha sought
the assistance of the kindly Squire.
As Juatice of the Peace Howell
had the authority o try minoe cases,
kath civil and eriminal, and to sol-
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The Squire's Home and Office, 218 Church Straet
Drawn by Jock Shenhle
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C. H. HOWELL,
Sedzia Pokoju.
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Herfy Gkrptomwe, Froesyllon pleniedsy
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Al four odvertisements rend: OH, Howel! - Justice of the Peaee -
Fire and Life Insurance - Steamshin Tickets . Morey sent to all
ports of Burope - legol advice and contraets drawn up,

The fowr lenguoges are elockwize, from top left: Hungarion,
{ikrainian, Polish and German,

emnize marriages. In addition he
wag Deputy Coroner, and filled
many other needs of o rapidly grow-
ing steel town. He was s Notary
Public, snd a real estate agent,
1ssued money orders, sald fire insur-
ance, made out death certificates,
and distributed pension checks to
war veterans. An unusual kind of
sarviea to the eitizens was to book
paseage for them on steamship
lines.

He loved volunteer work and was
# charter member and an officer of
Phoeniz Hose, Iook & Ladder
Company Neo.o 1, director of the
Phoenixville Trust Company, secre-
tary of the eommities to celebrate
the end of World War I,

(ne of his pleasures was rmugic,
He learned how to play an instru-
menl and ab different periods was
president and secretary of the
famous Phaenix Military Band, He
coated the baritene horn and was
often called upen to be soloist. The
pan and ink sketches on the walls of
his office demonatrated his talent for
art. Always eager to relate episodes |
of Phoenixville's history, he beeame |

well knewn as an amateur histarian.

The Justice of the Peace had a
kind disposition 20 people brought
their troubles to him. He become
interested in the plizht of the immi-
grants from Slavic countries while
still working at Pheoenix  Iron
Company,  Larze numbers of
Hungarians, Ukrzinianz, Polish,
and Austrians entersd the TISA
through Ellis [sland in thase years,
and they feed the difficult situation
of living and working in a town
where their native languages could

not be understood by the majority of
the population.

Howell helped these men survive.
He was especially uscful to them
when they sought a way to send
money to relatives still living in
Eurape. After the immigrants were
established in America, he halped
them to bring their fmilies here,
and became a steamship agent so he
coitld arrange their travel,

Thie Squire had handbills printed
in mid-Eurcpean languages to
advertise his sorvices. These posters
are today of special interest to
Jennifer Metroka, the young lady
who made a guide to the Iowsll
papers. Her college minor was the
Russian language..

Thers was one mare reason why
residents af Phoenioville went to 218
Church Street to ask the Justice of
the Peace for help. Howall had the
ability o remove cinders from the
human eve, 8 common complaint
amungst people who lived in parts of
town that had compacted cioders for
sidawalks. He owned a sel of
orulist's instruments and ok n par-
donzble pride in his skill ot relioving
a painful condition, Howell, of
course, could charge aothing but a
“thank wau" for the serviee, but
Eained many return kindnesses and
made warm friends.

The Squire was always careful
about his records, Weak by weel: he
made entries in his dosket hooks and
ledgers, vaing the beautiful pen-
manship he hod exhibited since baoy-
hood days when he wrote letters for
the wives and mothers of soldiers an
the front lines. Good handwriting
wae highly prized baefore the type-
writer was invented and Howell's
reparts, at that time stered in the
Chester Caunty court howuse, were so

THETALNCE COMPAYIEE,
Mutua| Firo of Bending,
Eeading Fire of Rending,
Contloentsl Fire of Hew Tork.

NO. 218 CHURCH ST., FHENIXVILLE, PA.

CHARLES H. HOWELL,

INSURANGE AND STEAMSHIP AGENT,

Justice of the Paacs, Convayancer and Collaotion Agent,
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WEELIDE COMFANTES,
Ameriein Line.
Hed Biar, Aochar Ling,
Ao Live, Mocerch Lins, and
Humburg and Amerisan Packet,

Ad in the Phoenixville Directory, 18586-7
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Morris, Sikins & Company
anterneertent card

well composed and written they
earned the high praise that was
given them in a Chester County
MEWSpapET

The public records of Sguire
Howell are lonkad wpon as elessics in
their fine ard Justices of less experd.
enee Rave come from miles aweay o
tnepect Hsk,

Jennifer Moetroka has  read
through and indexed ten of his dock-
et books, one ledper, ten memorsn-
durn books, two marriage license
baalss, eleven letters, old newspaper
clips, and a folder of miscellansous
items. The following examples have
been especially selected for inclusion
in this arlicle to demonstrate the
wide rango of caeea that were part of
the Snuire's daily reutine:

Cr first cage comcerns an acei-
dent at the P & R train station. A
Reading school boy plaved truant in
1898 and hitched a ride on & cosl
train, He gob off at Royersford and
walked to Phoeniseville, At the end of
the day he attempted to return kome
by illegally boarding n north bousd
coul train a3 it slowed down going
through Phoenixville. He missed his
fonting &nd f8ll under the wheels,
Howell tried the case before o jury
and the verdicl was accidental death
with no bleme placed on the rail-
road.

Az might be pxpected, automabila
accidents geeurred a8 soon as the
horseless rarrisge appeared on the
reads. Squire Howell pasted o newe-
paper clipping inta one of his Tefer-
ence hooks that he may have used as
a guide in certain coses. It concerns
the legal rights of padestrians, The
opiniont was hended down hy a
Philadelphia judge.

The judge peinted ot that pedes-
trians have some warning when o
railroad teain is approaching a high-

way crossing since the train runs on
tracks with puard raila aleng the
right of way, Even so, most railroad
companies spend millions to raize or
lower the tracks ao that dangerous
grade erossinga can be eliminated
altogether.

Now, said the judpge, along comes
o macking in the very midst of hun-
dredls of peaple, rot on specific
tracks, and not operated by men of
friech experience, but by anyone whe
can raiee 250 o by a second-hapd
car. When that aute driver merely
blows fiz horn when approgching
the crossing, and he strikes and kills
o padeatrin, fue is in my mind swilty
of murder.

Anather type of offense that
Howell dealt with had ta do with a
tman who bought a horse to drive
argund Phoenixville thal was not
"city-broke" as represented and he
accuged the seller of falae protenses,
"City-broke" evidently meant the
animal was trained in the country
and wag nat used to sharing the
roada with automobiles.

In any number of cases the

CHAR H. HEWELL
AUHNE %= Ty FEACE

GEMNERAL BUSINESS OFFICE

E3STADLISMED |884

218 CHURCH ST, PHORNDOVILLE, ma.

pulled inte a Gypsy's wagon and
taken away from his home. Georpe
was big for his age, he appeared to
be aboue 20, He had & mule-drawn
wagon and he delivered goods for his
unele whe battlad and sold liguor;
also for his father, an express agent,
who delivered packages sent by train
to the Reading Railroad station.

The uncle adviced George Walil
te tell Mrs. Mojoiski, the little fil-
lewr's mother, what he had seen, He
did o and the poor, distraught
woman went to Snuire Howell for
help.

The Squire instituted n search for
the lost boy, and asked Wahl to be
ooe of the searchers. Edward Maier,
president of Heine Roiler Company,
owned the anly automobile in town,
and loaned it to the poliee so they
could comb the roads in and sround
Valley Forge Park.

After two days of unsuccesaful
search, thi Gypsies were accused of
kidnapping, and Wahl was required
to testify against thom ot o hearing
schaduled for Squire Howell's office
at 218 Church Strect. But before

TEAL M. MOWELL, Jn
anE rusLe

Letterhiead weed by the Howells, senior il junior

town's undertakers were accosed of
performing burials without first §l-
ing out a death certificate, Wife
desertion was likewize a frequent
occurrence, and ané instance read:
(Nueme) did willfully desart and sep-
arnte himaelf frome lis said wife,
without ressonable cowse, and per-
sty fn such desertion, and peglects
to mointoin and support his soid
wife contrary ta the laus, peooe and
dignity of the Commonwealth of
Pennsyluani,

Mogt serious of sny case wss
Squire Howell's involvement in a
murder trial that shocked the entire
boraugh in 1904-19085.

The horrifving  affair began
October 19th when George Wahl,
15-year-old son of & German family
who lived on Morgan Street, repart-
edly saw Michasl Mojoiski, a four-
vepr-old tof from Walnuwt Street,

6

the hearing took place, the child's
mutilated body was discovered in a
vacant house west of White Horse
Road and about three-guarters of a
mile south of Pheenizville.

On the date of Howell's hearing,
the district attorney for Chester
County represented the Mojoiski
family, and Hamilton H. Gilkyeon,
Beg., spoke for the Gypsies.
Taatimony was heard, and then, to
the surprise of young Wahl, his par-
ents, and nearly everyone in the
hearing room except Howell, the
star witness pgoinst the Gypsies
was himsell sceused of the murder.
Wahl was arrested and committed to
the West Chester jail. The turn-
about ocrurred after the Coroner's
report showed that undigested food
in the victim's stomach indicated a
time of death prior to previeus cal-
culations, The Gypsies now had an
alibi.




Squire Howell, William Dobsor and Charl

H. Howell, Jr,

clearing srow from sidewnll (n front of the office in 1924

The murder trial was held in the
Cheater County couwrthouse in West
Chester in April of 1505 with a new
set of legal experta present, Judge
Hemphill presided. Thomas Lack
and W.W. MacElree, Esquires, were
lawyers for the prosecution. Thomas
W. Pieree and John Haviland,
Eaguires, were lawvers for the
defense. Doetor TLF, Doran and
Deputy Coroner Howell wore twa of
the many citizens of Phoenixviile
ealled to testify,

The trial lasted a week, but at
the end of that time the jury
recurnad a wverdic! almost immedi-

C.HH. when an old man in hiz
Church Strest office

fa ¥

ately. Again there was a surprise.
The jurars vored for aequittal. Ta
thiz day no one knows who was the
murdarer of Michasl Mojoiski.

The Squire did not retire until
1934, He was 84 years old, and haod
been Justise of the Peoce for filky
yeurs, Voery likely when he looked
baick over his leng carcer, he count-
ed as bis grestest achisvement his
suceess  with  the Phecnixville
Industrial Associgtion and the
Chamber of Commarce.

For many vears Phoenixville was
a single-industry community. When
times were good at the iron compa-
ny, the whele town prospered, When
orders for iron wers slow the town
suffered  periodic  depression..
Howell and other town leaders
beliaved that a greater variety of
manufacture zlong the Schuvlkill
Biver would prevent these depres-
sions, and thev founded the
Phoenixville Industrial Association,
which was allied with the Chamber
of Commeres, This associztion eract-
ed a large building on the north side
of French Creek, and the first lessee
was Johnson, Cowdin & Company's
gilk mill that hod a main office in
New York City and had other silk
mills in Paterson, NJ. Further
downetream on the Schuylkill River

7

Lhe asepciation located a coshbings
works called tha Logan
Manufacturing Company, and they
brought to town another large new
industry, the Heine Safety Boler
Company. The men who founded the
industrial asseciation recsived no
pay for their civic efforts  but
rasolved the problem selely for the
benefit of the people of Phoentxville,

Before his death in 1339 the ex-
Snuire was interviewed on the sub-
juet of Franklin T, Roogevelt. Yas, [
always have been and 26l om a
Fepublican, Jugtice Hewell tald the
raporter, But Fronklin Roosevell s
making a wonderful president and T
admire iim greatly. [ can plairly se
that we are getting closer fo otfer
peaple's hearts, more S0 now than
wiees ey Rhawst befare in this great
Tand.

The Squire held no more than a
mingr judiciary office. He mingled
with both the rich and the poor. Ha
plaved no favorites, but worked con-
sistently for the advancement of the
IMaESes.
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MEMBERSHIP

EEPORT

hearty weleome to the follow-

T—‘L ing new members; Mancy

Keenan Alcorn, Andy Benne,

Louize Hill, Betty Kennan, Edward

P. MacDonough, Mr. and Mre.

Walter Retmel, Leo J. Scoda, James
Frizzall,

With regret we raport the deaths
of Anpgela Hall, Frances MedAvoy,
and David M. Freas Sr.

Renewing his membership os
SPOMNS0R is David Cornet Jones.,

Renswing their memberships as
CONTRIBUTORS are:  Mr. and
Mrs. Christopher Jones, Mr, and
Mrs. John Tate.

Henewing their memberships as
FRIEND}S are: James Brazel, Dr.
Allen Coben, John Coine, Mr. and
Mr=. Willtam Bothwall,

AN OFFICER'S
SWORD

man living in the state of
ﬂ_ Washington telephoned our

society to say he had a mili-
tary sword thot once belonged to a
Civil War soldier in Company K,
Tlet  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,
which was a Phoanixwille unit,

This was no ordi- 5 e
nary weapon. It L
baud the ornamenta- _,__ﬂfﬁ
tion and gilt work
thot are the mark of an officer’s
dress sword, And, sure enough, the
name cngraved on its plate js that of
an  officer, Captain Patrick J.
Phillips.

The telephone ecaller had been
given this treasure by his father,
now dereased, who had purchased it

at a house sale, and he wanted ta
pass it aleng to Captain Phillips'
direct descendant, if such a person
could be found. He thought the most
likely place to look would be the
Phosnixville aren. If no descendant
turmed up, the man in Washington
planned to keep the sword for him-
salf as a mementa of his father who
had cleaned and polished it

Qur archivist, Laura Robb, has
been teving to find a properly certi-
fied deseendant, She discovered that
Patrick J. Phillips was a pestmaster
in Phoenixville in 1859, and he had a
daughter, Annie Phillips, but oo
other leads,

Michoel Quay wrote about the
search in his newspaper column,
“Lace] Lore." Quay was excitod af
firet because he had an Annie

Phillipa in his own ancestey, but it
turned sut she was nol the person
Laura was locking for. No one in
town responded to the eslumn,

We are hoping this vignette will
praduce some results,

A typicel officer's sword £ dhis
ore fournd in Cived War Scrap

| Book, Greenvale Museum
Antignes, Greenvale, NY.

MOORE HAILLT. -
CONT...

for 2 means of public access 50 there
could be limited wisitations te the
historic building. Her final effort
sacured a buffer zone around the
house to separate it from the inten-
sively developed hillside.

The editor of vour newsletter has
kkept our members advised about the
progress of this campaign, and we
feel we can now report that the land-
mark is safe at lasl, and it will be
preservad,

A reminder of its history; The
mansion was built betwesn 1733
anpd L1740, and was commandesred
by General Washington when he
spent the winter at Valley Forge.
The General, and members of
Congress who visited here, planned
stratbegies ot Moore Hall and zlept in
the reoms of the man house.

Earah Peck, president and chief

cxecutive  officer  of  Rousael
Chamberlin, was interviewed last
January by The Philadelphia

Inquirer and said she was pleasad
with the way the affair was handled.
Peck said, "I credit the Trust,
particularly Mrs. Maorris, with che
tenacity and focus to make this hap-
pen..it's & great example of public
benefit without public dollars,”

Visit us on
the web!

www.voleenet.com’™ dstav

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
P.0O. Box 552

Phoenixville, PA 13460
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