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JUNE MEETING
T he guarterly mesting will

take place Wednesday, June
14, at 7:30 PM, in the social
hall at Chureh and Main Streets,

The speaker will be Guillerma
Baogeh, a Collegeville attornay, wha
will present o shde lecture on the
evolution of the Griffen Gun.

In his apare time Bosch has been
serving as a licensed guide at the
Gettysburg Baltlofield National
Military Park, A visit to Getcysburg
that he made while a law stedent at
Rutgers University piqued his
interest, and he has been studyviegy
the histary of the Civil War for the
past twenty vears. He is now busy
with a book ahout twe Cuban
aoldiers who fought in the war.

When our knowledgsable Civil
War bull used the HSPA archives to
research the Griffen Gun, Laura
Eabb gave him a copy of 5 battlefield
map made by her great-uncle,
Charles Brockway, who fought at
Gettysburr. Bosch ropaid her with
additional information he found
about her relative,

Visit us on the web!

vwww.vaicenet.com/ " dstay

STRAWBERRY

FESTIVAL

ur ever popular event, the
@ Strawhorry Festival, will

take place Saturday, Juns

10, Please come and bring your
friends between 10 AW and 3 PM.
There will be lunch an the grille and
all our usual strawberry treats,
steawberries  and  dce  cream,
atrawberry shortcake, ste.

Between 11 and 12 noon a elown
will entertain the children and in
the afternoon Connie Bretz will te]l
them stortes. The muoseam will be
open, To arranga for a ceaft table,
call Dave Frees Jr. at 610-933-4950.

Again this year the Boraugh will
spansor 3 town-wide celebration on
the same date as oor Strawherry
Festival, We  weleame  the
opportunity to serve lunch on the
lown to the combined assemblage of
partyEneTs,

SCHUYLKILL
SOJOURN

hey're going to do it again!
T Last wvear's event was 3o
much fun that far a second

vear a flotilla will navigate the
Sehuylkill, starting at Schuylkill
Haven in the upper end of the river
and ending &t Fairmount Park in
Philadelphia.

Participanta bring their own
canaes and kayaks and spend seven
days on the water baginning an the
afternoon of Friday, June 2nd. Each
day they enjay a wealth of activities
at riverside communilics,

The adventurers will arrive in
our ares the alternoen of June 7th
and  the  Schuylkill  Camnal
Asgociation will serve them lunch
and dinner that doy and brealkfast
the next morning. The visibors will
explore the largast intact section of
the ald eanal system and the hame of
the locktender. They will wisit
historic Phoeniwville and tour oue
museum which will be open that day
until & PML In the evening they will
be entertained with a history lessan,
& slide shaw, and a songfest arsund
a campfire.

MEMBERSHIP
HEPORT
hearty weleome L our new
ﬂ membaer, Doris Iman, With
regret we roport the death of
Jim Demthorne.

Mr, and Mrs, William MacDade
and Mr, and Mrs, William Lambert
renewed their memberships as
CONTRIBUTORS, Stacey Swigart
renewed as o FRIEMND. Special
contributions were made by Pete

Bamberger and David Frees J1.

OFFICE &
MUSETM
The officer and museum are opean
Wednesdays and Fridays between
8 AM. and 3PM.
and are also open the
first Sunday of every month
batwean 1 and 4 p.
Appoinlmants may be aranged
for other dates and hours.




Quaker gentleman, John
ﬂ Longstreth, kept a store in
Fhoenixvilla at an early
dote, long before there was a town
nimed Pheanixville. The area was
then ealled 'French Creek' The
business enterprize i3 degeribed in
Pennypacker's Annals, o we Know
the location. Its  transactions,
however, would be o mystery except
for the faet that our Zociety now
owns Longstreth's acosunt book, The
236 vear old book was advertised for
sale at a Philadelphia auction house
and we suceessfully bid it in. The
storekeeper’s  handwritten
entries go ail the way back to che
year 1764,

John Laongetreth was born in
1739 and died in 1817, 50 he wae 25
when he began the account bool for
his aters, and 71, and probably
ready bo retire, when he finished .
He made no entries in the book
during the Revelution, and for a few
vears prior to that conflict.

The book contains a great many
names belonging to early residents
af eur ares. The descriptions of

Plowing woes en obligation performed in the spring of the year

goods they purchased, and the
services they performed in exchange
for the goods, discloze a way of life
unknown to us in madern times,
Histary lovers will be pleased with
it, 05 well ag genealogists,

Account backs in general are not

.ﬁ‘ndhn!ﬂmsw Fuss'e.!f ‘bottomed’ four c.l‘mr.rs' ond was credited
wondtdt fen shillings

rare items, according to Dhane
Rofini, Libraman for the Chester
County Historical Socicty, Ms,
Rofini tells us she started to work
thers in 1380, Ehe agresd to use har
spare time to catalogue the account
books they had io storage, and
thought it would be an casy task.
Little did she realize the vast
nambers of bygone businesemean
who kept handwritten records,
Many of them belonged to Quaker
familics who treasure old beoks
They store them in their attics and
future generations donote them o
MUSEUIE. Chester County
Historical Scciety accepted all that
were given to them, and Diane
psHmates thoy have in the vieinity of
three thausand accouat books.
Diane says many of them come
in pairs. The storekeeper would
write his daily business in a day
book, or scratch boeok, He later
transferred it to his ledger. The term
‘serotch” persists n our medern
‘seratch pad,” which means paper
you write on io o burry, Aledgeris &
book of Anal entry in which all the
accounts are entercd with pgreat



care. Diane Rofini belicves agcount
books are teo often a neglected

souree of  information for
researchers, She is pleased that our
Society hos such o fine one and that
we are publicizing its contents,

Jehn Loogstreth, and many other
members of his family, moved to our
ares from Warminster, Bucks
County. They had  become
acquainted with the Quaker families
who lived at French Creek, probahly
threugh GQuaker quarterly meetings.
There were three  marmages
between Longstreths and young
people from the Costes and Starr
familias wha were our first settlers.
When John's wveungest brother,
Banjamin, grew to manhood he, too,
taok a Quaker bride. She was Sarah
Fusszell. the younger sister of a
Philadelphin chairmaker who had
relocated to French Creels,

It was Benjamin Longstreth who
preduced the first iron to be rolled in
pur area, and DBenjamin s
recapnized in Pennypacker's Annals
as the progenitor of the nail factory
and the world-famous Pheenix Iron
and Steel Company.

The Annals testifies that John
Luengstreth’s store was located at the
intersection of the White Horse
Foad and Mulls Road, a place now
called Corner Stores. Nutts Roead is
pamed  for Samuel MNott, the
Coventry Township ironmaster who
used the road to transport pig iron

firarn his furnace to the Valley” forge.
The fact that iron production had
taken place for many years in this
vicinity probably inspired Bengamic
Longetreth to try his hand at this
manufpeture,

John Longsteeth and his wife,
Jane, very likely lived over their
stare. The Benmjamin Longstreths
lived at Numbar Ten, North Maoin
Street, in the house now known as
the oldest in Phoenixville. The
Fussells lived over the chair shop at
the interzection of the road from
Charlestown  with  Nutts  Hoad.
After 1800 this nplding beeame the
Fountasin Inn. All of them were
members of the Pileland Meating in
Eimbartan. The Quaker
Maetinghouse at Corner Stores, o
those davs, was & schoal.

The neophyte  storckeeper
devoted the firet two pages of the
ledgar that he kept all s (e to
recorde af births and deaths in bhis
own immediate family. He set them
down exaetly the way such records
appear on the blank pages bound
inta the centar of ald bibles.

Longstreth must  have  heen
imprasead with his fine blank-paged
book because at the date there were
few paper mills in America and
paper bhad to be imported from
England. A label pasted on the back
af the front cover identifies it origin
thus:  “Rebert Wilsenn & Somn,
Stacioners at the Crown, the corner
af ¥e Michelag Lane and Ye
Lombard Strest, Lendon.”

The record of sales that fill all the
rest of the pages in the book are
mumbered 1 to 135, When he
resched the end of the book, Be
started baglkward and flled empiy
apaces in the preceding pages aa
that the years 1800 to 15810 appear
in reverse order, back to frent of the
honk.

The pages are headed with the
customers” names follewed by “Die”
which is the abbreviation for
“Dabtor.” Then there i3 the date of
the salea, and o description of what
wag purchased, along with the price,
always  caleulated  in English
curreney. The facing pages are
headed “Contra,” and tell what
serviges, or other sabisfaction was
made for the purchases, These, tog,
arc priced, Items in the debit colusm
start with “to..” and ifems on the
contra fide start with "by.."
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When todav's resders ses the
contra column in account books they
often remark: “Think of living at a
tirme when you had to work to pay
for vour groceries!” But when you
think sboul it, we all work to pay for
our groceries, only oow we pay with
money wWe have put in the bank,
Longatreth was the banker of that
age, Mapy times he gave out eash
(eee debil columnal and received
cash (see gonbra columns). 6 was a
barter svstem in actien,

We know that mony of the
customers were related to John and
Jane Lengstreth since they bear the
familiar surnames of Coates, Starr,
and Fuossell. Descendants of the
pienesr settler, Buckwsalter,are also
well known. Many other mames
would be meaninglesa to today's
readers  were it not for the
circumstance that Pennypacker tells
about  these same people in

Lhe Arreels.

Grain was delivered fo the upper
foors of grist mills, Gravity allowed
its descant to the millsionas below



A trinr'l.sm.'.t& mr:kurg i fire rirt. He
poid £ 173 for the tron in 1767

Longstreth's ledger shows what they
purchased at the store. Pennypacker
fills in background information that

beings them to life.  This 1s
especially true of those involved in
the approaching American
Revolution,

Spelling in the account book ia
perplexing,  Hauling, a waord

frequently used, 15 spelled “holling,”
Longstreth spelled names as he
heard  them  and  Schofield s
“Skoficld,” Thompking is “Temldins,”
Gronow 15 “Grone.” Philadelphia is
“Philladelphia” and i3 never
ahbreviated, Amounts are expresged
in pounds, shillings and pence in
this manner: 2000,

The very Grst entey of goods in
the ledger, appearing on page 1, ia
headad with the name “"Benj'n
Coaces Der,” and is dated *1764 June

Yo 1st." It continues with “to Cash
E10M03" signifving the storekeeper
mads a loan of ten pounds, three
pence. Beneath is “July Ye Tth, to
172 b Tabaco £0/4."  Six peunds of
candles are priced at E0A4M, one
dav's reaping at 2046, and ene and
a half day’s halling at £HVIR0,

The majority of entries deal with
farming as the asrea wos primarily
agricultural, the land laid out in
large farm tracts. Only small
ameunts of what was produced
remained at home; the surplus was
“hallad to Philladelphia,” and much
of it exported to markets overscas.
Many other produchions ond
services kept the area busthing with
activities that we do not know today.

Mowadays their lives seem full of
hardahip, but we must remember
that to them it was “the best of
times,” greatly improved over the
way their ancastors had lived,

Thare is a great densl of
information about early farming in
suceeeding pages of the ledger.
Wheat was graded accarding to how
it was pround and sifted. Bran was
the coarsest and flour, the finest, In
betwesn were grades called
shipstuff, middlins, ond shorts.
Buclkwhesat, ryve, oats, barley and
timothy are also items, sz well as
straw Tor animal bedding and for
making sceaw hats.

Indian corn was first planted by
Longatreth's neighbor, the wealthy
miller and pelitical fizure., Willinm
Moore, Same said he used it as
cheap food for his hired men, but it
became commanly used. “Meal” in
the ledger means cornmeal.

Every farmer planted an acre or
twa of flax which his wemenflolks
procassad inte tow (foc), spun the

thread and wove it into linen cluth.
The lax seeds were crushed bo moke
limseed ol fayll

Contra prices were assignad to
serviens usually performed on farms
such 25 plowing, sowing, reaping,
mowing, threshing, pulling wand
husking corn, pastunng o cow or
harse, mending & wagon wheel,

Manuring was not o Somman
practice  unktil  abomt 1760,
Longstrath enters it as “spreading
dung”™ and assigns a price for it
Lime is a frequent item in the debik
colume, bearing out the Asnols'
information that liming soil had just
bepun at that date. Limestone was
brought frem Cedar Hollow quartes
and Tsaae Anderson, son of the
miller, Patrick Anderson, built the
first limekiln.

A large  variety of other
anterprizes at Franch Creck ore
reflected in the ledger. Most are
gaods  and  services for  looal
consumption, The Fossell family's
chair malking i3 the exception.

William Fussell maintained a
shop on Mults Road between 1761
and 1791. His father was the
renowned chair and  furniture
maker, Soloman Fussell, who
worked in Philadelphia beginning i
1735, A bill of sale, proserved to this
day, shows that in 1748 the alder
Fussell sold chaies to Benjamin
Franklin. William Sawvery, a name
known to every modern antigue
dealer, wes Solomon  Fussell's
apprentice, Fussell and  his

apprentice cxpanded the market for
a new style of serviceable and
comfortable seating called Windaar
chairs, the parts of which eould
be shipped
unazsemblad.

pat  in bundles,
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chast, a chest of drawers, and
a break (breakfront?). A
real find, under the name
Bartholomew Fusseall, are
services performed in the
Coptra calumn: "February
29th, L1804, by bottoming
four chairs at 2 shillings
and & pence, or a total of 10
ghillings.™ And st another
date, three chairs were
bottomed for 4 ahillings.
Another enterprise whose
sales appear in the ledger
was commercial fishing. The
Mutta Head store sold amall
quantities of shad in the spring
of nearly every vear. We know
from the Annals that ﬂ.-i]n'ng
in the Schuylkill River was
an estahlished indoestey at an
carly dabe, and was at its height
i April and May when shad
rues ocewr. The fish usad to be
trapped in racks extending
fram shore o shore and wepe
preserved by amoking for
vearleng copswumplion.
In the spring «f 1778, an
wnugually eorly and heavy run of

A Windsor Chair

Conrtesy of the Dietrich
Arerican Foundation

Young William Fussell married
Sarah Longstreth, John's sister, in
1751 and 10 1761 they moved to our
area with three little children,
Susannah, Bartholomew  and
Solomon Fussell 2nd. Very likely
William had apprenticed under his
father and had inherited hiz father's
ks, The names of Willinm, his two
sens, and 4 son-in-law, Aaron
Dhankin, appear in the ledger.

Willtarn made other farniture but
eeidently his principal output was
the informal Windsors that do oot
require  the specialized crafts-
manship of mere intricate styles,
The sent is shaped out of a block of
woid [rom which radiate the less to
support it and the spindles that form
the back. They were frequently
made in large quantities in roral
workshops and were shipped up and |
down the Atlantic seaboard.

Clues o loeal furnicure making
in the ledger were sales of giue,

lingeed nil (for polish), walnue
boerds, a looking glass, tea table, a

shiel come up the Schuyikill and
paszed Valley Forge where the
American army was encamped. The
way the American Heritage Book of
the Revolution relates the story, a
detnm]l of seldiers plunged into the
river with pitehforks and baskets
and others rushed up with barrels
pnd salt. When it seemed the run
would sweep out of reach upstream,
Major Henry Lee's dragoons charged
into the water and milled their
harses about to delay the run. The
army had tons of fresh fish to eat
that day and tons mere to be salted
down sgainst pessible lean weeks
ahead.

We koow from the ledger
commercial spinners and wesvers
made a living at their trade at
Franch Creek. The rest of the
occupations were pretéy much what
could be expected from sny carly,
self-sustaining community, William
Walker and John Thomas were
weavers. Mary Busk was a spinstar
iee the original meaning of the word,
which i3 a lady who spins for a
living. Store purchasss that reflect
these professions are flax, linsey,

fugsz and coverlets wers wosen with old-fashioned looms
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carding wool, dyeing woeslen yarn,
indigo and copperas (Lo make dyel.
Some af the woven bed coverlels
were 50 highly prized, they were
handed dewsn for generations, Cur
Saciety knows of vwa: one is from the
Rapp family and the other has &
name, Elizabeth Showalter, woven
inla each cormer. Showalter 15 a
surpame that appears in the ledger.

Hund toilored elothing produced
in the late 1700z is attested by these
items: a skein of sille thread, owo
paive of storkings, six cuts of tow
varn, one pair of shoes, soles for
shoes, moking a shirt, buttons, one
pair of mittens and o handkerchief,
tape, hats, a bonnet for o daughter,
shae heels, garters, coats, breeches,
teousers, leather breeches, mohnir
and silk, and blanketing. Of interest
to thase seeking names given ald
fabrics are buckram, oznabrig, and
HKussia sheeting.

Samuel Lane, innkeeper at the
Bull Tavern and William Grimes,
whe had a public house on Mukts
Romd,  were  customers — of
Longatreth’s  atare. Bpiricous
beverares sometimes appear in the
debit calumne. There are sales of
malt and brandy, and there was a
corter whe  hauled rom  from

Braided rugs were produced
in forge quaniily

Apple Cider Fross

Applag were gbundant in I760 nrd o cider press could be found on almost
evary farm (Anrnais, p, 181)

Philadelphia, Beajamin Longstreth,
who lived prior  to  Quaker
prohibition of intoxicating drink,
was himself a distifler, and wsed a
small stream of water to the easl of
the present Lpiscopal Church, for
the purpose. The stream was later
coverad by a culvert. (See Annels,
pace 151]

The most noted carly school
tascher in the area was Patrick
Dayle, an irascible Irishman whose
tambatane iz in St. Mary's cemetery,
A receipt exists to this day showing
that Dayle hilled Hezekish Davis for
44 days’ schooling of Milville Davis.
Dayle is not in the account book, but
the mame Hezekiah Daviz iz on
saveral pages.

French Creek village had a
preacher and a gravevard as per
those ilems in the aceount book:
“Subscription for graveyard wall,”
"halling stone for graveyard wall,”
and “mending the door of the
Meetinghouse”

The Humphrey family were
tanners {they converted hide into
lemthar). Their nomes appear in
garly parts of the ledger, and
tanning is also alluded to in debit-
column  items like sheepshkin,
cowhide, and bullhide.

The foregeing pro-war section of

&

the ledger is followed by a ten-year
hintus, during which the struggle for
independence took place. Eighteen
Charlestown Towrnship herses were
actively involved in the war and
almaoet all of their numes appear in
aame part of the account book. Other
area residents were cither Quakers
or Mennonites, and religious
principles prevented them from

In 1797 o spinster spun 56 hanks of
yarn for £3/1040




A special afill wos required to make @ Aot from strow

bearing arms. The names of the
eonacientious objectors are printed
in the Annals in a2 section that
records fnes paid by those who were
agzigned to militia companies, but
failed to report for exercises. John
and Benjamin Longstreth, and
many from the Coates, Starr, and
Fussell families are on the list. The
peace lovers, however, could not
escape the harrors of warfare, and
very soon were caught up in 2
maelstrom of enemy action.

Britiah and Hessian troops
marched through Chester County on
their mission Lo capture
Fhiladelphia, the capital city of the
MNorth American colonies. They

arrived in Schuylkill Township
September 21, 1777, encamped
along Mutts Road, and pillaged sl
the larger homes, taking food
supplies and valuables,

From an examination of the birth
and death records on the first two
pages of the ledper, we find that
Jane Lopgstreth, the storekeeper's
wife, gave birth te their fifth child, a
girl named Anne, when the invasion
of Chester County was in progress.
The baby girl dicd two months ofter
birth. Sarah Longstreth Fussell
tried to  save her treasured
homespun bedlinens by wrapping
them around her body and covering
them with her dress, but Hessian

women eamp  [ellowers  were
suspicious and threw her to the floor
and made off with the loot.

Maost salez of iron, which 15 our
area’s most impertant resourea,
appear in ledger items made after
the war, Iron items entered in pre-
war vears very likely came from iron
forged at Valley Ferge, Page 123
reenrds sales of nails in 1806, a sure
sign that Benjamin Longsereth had
started his ironworks, Iron was the
most expensive of all the enteies in
the account book.

We conclude with an aceount of
how our Society became the ownar of
this remarkable account book. An
observant memhber spotted a
deseription of it in an anbiques
article in the Philadelphie Tnquirer,
The book had been comsigned to a
Freeman's Antiques auclion sale
Two HSEPA past presidents, Peg
Trunk and Joanne Brown, drove to
the auction house and reported that
the book was authentic, and they
obtained an estimate of what it
would brng, and the time it would
come up for sale. Another member,
Jack Brogan, bid it in by telephone
on the day of the zale, wsing funds
given him by two doners. Inspection
of such an old document would
endanger the hook so & new HEPA
directar, Zog Perkins, had each page
photographed and printed on
specially strong paper that will
withstand handling.

ILLUSTRATIONS

The illustrations were donated
by & member, Jane Latta, whe for
mast of her life, was a professional
photographer. She pulled these
images from her extensive file of
re-creations of oldtime erafts.




PRESERVATION OF
NEWSPAPERS
T aday's newspapers are a

reliable souree of infor-
matien  for  toemorrow's
historians, and for this resson wae
should preserve them. It is unlikely
that present-doy newspapers will
hald up very long since they are
printed on paper stock that soon
digintegrates, Even if they did last
and we stored them, we would soon
run suk of storage space.

Fortunately a2 machine that
makes a  greatly  redwoced
phetographic copy is mow available,
und the ‘microfilm' requires wvery
little  storage space and lasts
indefinitely. Alag available are
machines ecalled wviewers and
princee/readers thal allow the copy
to be read.

Firms that deal in miceofilming
make a master copy and two secvice
copies of each newspaper, Before the
original newspapers are destroved,
the master eopies are secured in a
safe place.

Philadelpiia has been preserving
newspapera far many yeors, West
Chestar has also preserved historic
material in this  manner, Our
Society hag been debaling for some
time whether to follow suit and take
an the respensibility of saving
FPhoenixville papers.

The Historical Society has a
collection of weekly and daily
newspapers, that were donated by
the  Phoenixville  Newspapers
Company, from 1871 to 1923, This is
the only collection in existence and
15 only 60% complete. The weekly
papers are  The  Messenger,
Independent Phoeniz, Phoenizuille
Independent and The Daily

Independent, In 1888 the Deily
Hepublican  bepan and  is  the
forerunner of the Phosric which is
still being published daily.

H.E. “Pete® Bamberger, our
WNewspaper Project Committes
Chairman, submitted a preliminary
repart to the Board and in March
recommendad the microfilming of
the newspapers. At the April 12,
2000 regular meeting, the Board
appraved the filming by [ME, Wast
Hazleton, PA at the cost of 33600,

In hiz report Bamberger olso
auggested, for the next phase of the
praject, the purchase of " a
printerfreader o thal researchers
will be able to reteieve nformation,
The Boar] is soliciting funds from
individuals and Bamberger has
identified four local foundations
which might fund the purchase
through grants.

A WAILITER LOGAN
INTERVIEW

of long ago Christopher
Iq Merrill, suburban  stafl

writer for the Philedelnbio

Inguirer, interviewed Walter Logan,
prasident of a DMalvern-based
company., the Phoenix Propercy
Group. The topic was Lagan's plans
for multipurpese development of the
former Phoenix Steel site, Partly for
the benefit of our Socielv's out-of-
town  members, we  present
important paints mode during the
intarview,

Logan's plan includes residential
housing, recreational facilities,
genior living, retailers, and office
buildings, with 65 of the 120 acres
reserved for apen space. The open
area, to be called Freach Creel
Parkway, will be crossed by hilee and

bike trails, and, il all goes well, will
contain the station and tracks of a
new Philadelphia-te-RKeading light
rail line,

The Logan group bas already
been  suceessful o removing
dilapidated industrial  boildings
fram the site and climinating the
causes of industrial wastes that are
harmful to the environment. Thoy
are now satisfied that the site is safe
for development and that the danger
from fature French Creel Qoods 15 a
manageable ssue.

During the sixteen months
required te prepare the site, the
development was dizcussed in public
forums so that area residents could
hecome invelved in the project while
the details were being worked out.
The propesed development has been
dabated in Borough Council, and
has received encouragement from
county, state and  federsl
government officials.

The cost is estimated at $240 to
8300 millions, The expected date of
grouad breaking is April of 2001,
Many agree that bringing multiple
businesses Lo the Borgugh will bring
more jobs and increased prosperty.
Phoenixville will regain its old
status and once again be a leader

amengst  the communities  of
Chester County.
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