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DECEMEBER MEETING

he quarterly meeting will
T be held on Wednesday
evening, December 13, at
T7:30 PM, in the Social Hall at
Church and Main Streets, and Irvin
(Shorty) Yeaworth will entertain
the members.

Yeaworth, vou may remember,
at one time made motion pictures in
the group of buildingas formerly
used by the Pennsylvania Academy
of Fine Arts' summer school in
the willage of Yellow Springs,
Chester County.

The movies he directed were
specialty films that as a rule had
religious themes, but one time he
diverged from this category and
made a movie for general audiences
that he called "The Blob."

The blob that Yeaworth featured
was a ball of sticky material that
grew larger and larper as it rolled
around the countryside destroving

everrthing in its path. The film
included a scene shot at the Colonial
Theater in Phoenixville where, on
one special evening, the regular
movie goers were asked to mish out
of the front of the theater just ahead
of the blob.

The film pleased movie audiences
of a generation ago and has since
hecome a clazsic with many reruns,

Shorty Yeaworth at this writing
is traveling abroad ao he cannot tell
wour editor what he will do the night
of December 13, 2000, Perhaps he
will bring a sample of live hlob and
scare ua. Or perhaps he will bring a
clip of the movie and mn it slowly
through the projector so we can
recognize some of those volunteer
actors and actresses who many
¥ears ago ran screaming with
simulated fright out of the
Colonial Theater.
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The Colonial Theater

OFFICE & MUSEUM

The office and nmseum are open Wednesdays and Fridays between 9 AM and 3 PM.

and are also open the first Sunday of every month between 1 and 4 pM
Appointments may be arranged for other dates and hours.

MISSION
STATEMENT

SPA uses a mission
H gstatement when applying

for grants and the Board of
Directors has decided on the
wording drafted by Stacey Swigart,
as follows:

The mission of the Historical Society
of the Phoeninnlle Area is fo ideniif,
collect, preserve,  inferpref,  and
disseminafe maferials and fnformetion
pertaining to Phoenixville arca history
in order to assist and educate the public
in understanding and appreciating
their Phosnixwlle area herifage and
how it relates to their lives.
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MEMEERSHIP
REPORT

hearty welcome to the
% following new membera:
Mrs. Liouise Wichaol, Franklin
Morris, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Stevens.

The following renewed their
memberships as SPONS0RS:
Donald Harrop, Meal Thorpe,
Richard Unger, Elizabeth McQuale,
David Cornet Jones and Jean
Rooves.

The following 1enewed as
CONTRIBUTORS: Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Kline, Kathleen McMahon,
Pete Bamberger.

The following renewed as
FREIENDS: John Brogan, Ruthann
Maxfield, Grover Rapp, Rodger
Rapp, Mary Foote, Mr., and Dirs.
Harold Freeman, Mr. and IMra.
Wayne Blattner, Elizabeth Eldridge,
Vera Byrne, Mr. and Mrs. William
Bothwell, Dr. and Mrs. Allan Cohen.

Special  contributions  were
recaived from Georgeanna Sonza,
Marie Ludwiclk, George Geiser, and
Frederick Smith.




ron and stee]l are materiala
(I that have been used hy

mankind throughout the
ages. Historiana tell us the
manufacture of a metal to make
tools and weapons started in south-
central Asia around 3500 BC and
the knowledge slowly spread from
that point eastward to India and
China and westward to Greece and
Italy. References to iron in the 01d
Testament sugmest that Hebrews
ware acquainted  with  the
technology.

Iron ore makes up about 6% of
the earth's crust, and is the most
readily awvailable of all minerals.
Metal is obtained from the ore by
smelting, and early civilizations
used a primitive method to smelt
iron. They filled a lwllow space with
ore and smoldering charcoal, leaving
an opening 30 the wind could
produce currenta of air to fan the
flame and raise the level of heat
Siich necessities as cooking pots and
hammera were made from iron while
steel, which iz an alloy that is
stronger than iron, was used to
make awords and the cutting edges
of plows.

Great Britain iz considered the
birthplace of the modern iron and
stool industry. The first modern
blast furmaces were built in England
about 1490. The English colonista
who sailed to North America carried
the knowledge of iron manufacture
to the new lands. To understand the
role playved by Phoenizville in
industrial America we must
compare developments here with
what was happening at the same
time in Great Britain and the rest of
BEurope.

The American colonies were slow
to atart the manufacture of iron and
for a time imported it from Europe.

The first fully integrated American
works, ore to finished product, was
the Saugus Iron Works of
Massachusetts, that operated
between 1646 and 16756, The
ironmasters of Saugus had little
more than a furnace using natural
cold blast and a forge whose
hammers were powered by water
wheels, but England was in the
same condition at that early date.

In 170% a breakthrough in
technology  occurred in  Great
Britain. Abraham Darby of
Coalbrookdale perfected a method of
smelting iron with bituminous coal
that had been processed into coke,
and thereafter the English were no
longer dependent upon dwindling
supplies of timhber to make charcoal.
Their output increassed immensely
and they were able to dominate the
world's iron market for roughly the
next two canturies.

The American colonists, with
seemingly endless forests, did not
imitate this superior technology,
and continued to uze charcoal for a
long time to come.

During the period before the
Revolutionary War, the colonists
erected iron works from New
Hampshire to South Carclina and
inland as far as the Appalachian
mountain range. Pennsylvania was
the largest colonial producer, and
the region with the most furnaces
and forges was the Schurlkill
corridor with its many tributary
streams.

Thomas Rutter was
Pennavlvania's first ironmaster. He
built Coalbrockdale and Pine Forge,
names borrowed from England, on
the Manatawney Creek in 1716.
Clozely following were Samuel
Mutt's Coventry Forge and the
Reading and Warwick Furnaces on
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the French Creel.

At that date a little sottlement
along another tributary, the ¥Walley
Creek, was named &t Joy.

Historians say Pennaylvania's
founder, William Penn, lost his way
while exploring the region and was
overcome with jov when he climbed
the hill next to the creek and
discovered his whereabouta. hit. JoF
became the site of an iron forge
called Valley Forge, a name that
became famous  during the
Revolution.

Iron worka of that time were
gither the primary type that made
pig iron and castings; or they wera
socondary  ones that used rolling
and slitting mills  for the
manufacture of nails and other
products. A  wvery foew made
cementation  steel in small
quantities by a slow and arduous
process.

British manufacturers feared the
loss of the American market if the
colonies  turned out their own
finished iron products, so
Parliament passed the Iron Act of
1760 restricting secondary works in
America. Pennaylvania and other
colonial movernments generally
ignored the new law, and their
ability to cast cannon and shot and
to make other metal war materials
sorved them well during the
struggle for independenca,

French Creek Works, predecessor
of Phoeniz Iron Works, was a
socondary type of iron works
gituated downstream on the creck
almost at its confluence with the
Schuylkill River. Maila had been
hammered out by hand at this
location since 1790 using bar iron
purchased at nearby Valley Forge.

Br 1509 newlr invented nail
making machinerr had been
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Jardine’s Foundry & Machine Shop, Mané Clare
Joseph Jardine’s Works was one of many small tron facilities
operating in the 1800=.

installed, and by 1824 they had a
cold hlast furnace at French Creek,
plus a factory containing 64 nail
machines and a market mill that
produced and sold forged iron to
blacksmiths. Waters of the French
Creek turned their water wheels
and their supplies were brought
in and product taken out wvia
the Schurlkill River. Clearly thia
mill was at the right place at the
right time.

In 1826 French Creek Works
purchased a steam engine that had
been manufactured at an industrial
plant recently established in the
Pittshurgh area, and steam power
was used for the first time in the
Schurlkill Valley., Although 176
nailerie= weare active in
Pennsylvania, this one was the
largest. It produced 40 tons of naila
per week and attracted capital
investment from  Philadelphia
industrialists,

The works at Phoenixville also
pioneered in the use of anthracite
coal to smelt iron. (There was no
bituminous coal in the region.) In
1527 they ezperimented with a
puddling furnace, so called hecause
there was a bowl-lilke depreasion in
the hearth's floor where a 'puddle’ of
iron collected when the metal began
to melt. Making wrought iron by
puddling made forges unnecessary..
The puddling furnace had two
chambers that separated iron ore
from fuel and there was no chance
for contamination of the ore when a

cheap fuel like anthracite was naed
for heating.

Az an  indication of how
Phoenixville compared with the reat
of the state and with BEuropean
countries, the use of steam power
abroad was common in the 1720s
and English wrought iron was
made by the puddling process in
the 1770a.

In 1846 the works at Phoenixville
erected three hot blast furnaces.
Heating the air that was blown inta
the furnace increased efficlency and
this could be done without extra
expense by using waste heat from
the stack. America may have
preceded England in the discovery of
the Hot Blast method.

The firat puddling furnace in the
U5 was installed by the Plumsock
Works of western Pennsylvania in
the 1820s. However the works at
Phoenixville held the record for the
first in Schuylkill Valley to puddle
iron on a large scale,

'Railroads' and 'expanding iron
mills' are almost synonymous terms.
Once again England gets the credit
for the firat 'iron horses, as the
locomotives were called. England
had iron wheels traveling on iron
rails in the coal fields in 1767. By
the early 1500s ther had many miles
of 'tramways' in England. An
Englishman was given a patent for
the rolling of iron raila in 1520,

America's first raila and our firat
locomotives were 1mported from
Great Britain. In those days every
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railroad engine received a title, and
one engine delivered to the port of
Philadelphia was named TDelaware'
because it foll in the Delaware River
while being unloaded from the ship.

A Maryland firm in 1844 was the
first to roll rails in the IS but soon
David Reeves, of Reeves Buck &
Company, predecessor of P.I. Co.,
had rail milla in operation at Safe
Harbor, Lancaster County, and at
Johnstown in Center County, as
well as one in Phoenixville.

Pennsylvania doubled and
redoubled ita output of iron between
1530 and 1560 and the increase was
due =solely to railroad equipment.
Bridges at that early date were of
wood truss or stone design.

Most of the old forges and cold
blast furnaces became obsolescent
during the railroad era, and the
crumbling ruins of iron plantations
like Reading, Warwick and
Hopewell dotted the landscape.
But fortunes were being
made by planta that used the
new techniques now available,
and many other iron works were
gtarting up in Philadelphia and
surrounding towns.

Charles Lukens erected a plate
mill in 1810 in the town of
Coatesville, Cheater County. His
widow, Rebecca, took  owver
management of this rolling mill
upon his death in 1825 and became
famous as a woman ironmaster.

David Reeves, in 1866, dissolved
the partnership of Reeves Buck &
Company and took advantage of
Pennsylvania's new Law of
Incorporation in order to raise
additional capital. He becamse
president of P.I.Co., and his son
Samuel J. Reeves, vice president.

They shall beat their swords
into plow shares, and their
spears into pruning hooksa;
one nation shall not raise the
swword against another, nor
shall they train for war again.

—The Book of the Prophet
Izaiah 2:4 — also in Micah 4£:3.
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Photo of a Civil War Canrnon taken by Becky Manlev.

Markingz on the muzzle of this Griffen Gun read: No. 33, P. I. Co.,
1861, 815 lba. and an inspection mark. The abbreviation P. I. Co.
was wzed from the company’s earliest days.

They expanded the plant and
besides rails, made structural
shapes such as beams, girders,
and I-bars.

John Griffen, their pgeneral
superintendent, in 1857 invented
the wrought iron cannon that beara
hiz name. During the Civil War
most of the works were devoted to
manufacture of the cannon although
in 1862, a war year, Samuel J.
Reovea patented another important
invention. Beeves designed a
hollow, tubular structure called the
Phoeniz Column that satisfied the
need for a strong, but lightweight
iron support. After the war it was
manufactured in quantity. The
columns were widely used in this
country, and were exported to
foreign countries until the age of
stee] began.

The Civil War marked a
changeover in Phoenizville from a
small iron works making structural
shapes and railroad rails to a large
works capable of making heavy

beams and long-span bridges.
Weatemn Pennsylvania had also
developed an extensive iron
industry, and recent industrial
advancements likewise brought
changes to that part of the atate.
Before the war, the iron and steol
centar at Pittsburgh had consisted of
numerons small works dependent
upon pig iron brought to them by
steamboat, flatboat or canal hoat
from distant places like eastern
Pennaylvania, Ohio, Tennesses, and
Kentucky. After the conflict Andrew
Carnegie, a woung financier,
inveated in thess works and made
them amazingly profitable.
Carnegie was a poor bor who
came to this country from his native
Seotland and rose like a meteor to
the pinnacle of success in American
mmdustries. Az a voung fellow he
organized the Crclops Iron Mill in
Pittsburgh and invested his gains in
oil lands, where pgushers had
recently been atruck, and in the new
railroads and coal mines. With the
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capital he amassed, he merged iron
firms into larger units and was
responaible for the formation of
what was then named Kevstone
Bridge Company and later was part
of American Bridge Company.

The world's first iron bridge was
built in England in 1779 and was a
gsimple design. A more advanced
design was built at Saltash in 1869,
Prince Albert stood on the deck of a
gidewheel steamboat for the opening
ceremony. England, by the way, also
claimed the first iron column.

Pennsylvania's first iron bridge
was an iron chain suspension span
acrose Jacobs Creek in western
Pennsylvania constricted in 1801,

Phoenixville had a bridge
manufactory in 1865 called in the
beginning Eellogg, Clark & Co., but
in 1884 it waz renamed Phoenix
Bridge Company. Phoenix Iron Co.
and Phoeniz Bridge Company had
the same officers at that date. David
Reeves II, grandson and namesake
of David I, was president. His
brother, William H., was general
superintendent, and Adolphus
Bonzano was  their  highly
experienced chief enginesr. The
bridge company used approximately
one half of the iron company's
output of iron.

The new bridge company =zoon
felt competition for contracts from
its westarn counterparta.
MNewverthelesa, . I. Co. and Phoenix
Bridge Company entered into their
golden years of opportunity, a period
that lasted from approximataly 1860
until 1910,

In 1571 the Reeves family added
a more up-to-date rolling mill to the
extensive industrial buildings on
their 70 acre tract. The new mill was
at the time the largest rolling millin
the world. It was followed in 15852 by
a new stone foundry building and a
pattern house.

FPhoeniz Bridge Company's early
bridges spanned principal rivers of
the TS, including the Niagara River,
the IMississippi River at Rock Island,
Tenneasee, and the Hudson River at
Albany, New York.

Two hundred of the early bridges
were for the Canadian Railway
System and Samuel Pennypacker
describes the situation in the
ANNMNALS in these words: "4 few
months ago this company, with that
indomitable energy and pluck which



Arlington Memorial Bridge, Washingtor, DLC.

The bridge waes builé in 1928/ 9 during Phoenix Bridge Company’a declining

years. The design of the bascule portion is considered o wark of art. Photo
courtesy of Hagley Muzeum and Library.

iz one source of their prosperity,
entered the lisfs against the English
manufacturers for o number aof
bridaes over Canadian rivers, and
succeeded in geffing the condract
despite the efforts of their more
favored rivals."

"When we reflect that it hos been
50 short a time since the most earnest
atfempts af American manufacture
were only freafed with scorn by
the long-established and powerfid
capitalists across the Aflantic,
thiz triumph of our mechanics
in an English province may well
be  the source of pride and
congrafulotions.” In 1887 Phoenixz
Bridge Company built the record-
setting Firth of Forth bridge right

under their noses in Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Phoenix Iron Company began the
manufactiure of steel in 1889, They
used the Open Hearth method
which was an improvement on the
process invented asimultaneously in
the year 1867 by Henry Beasemer of
England and William Eelly of the
United States.

Steal is essentially an
ironfcarbon allow. It contains less
carbon than cast iron but more than
wrought iron. By the new proceas air
was blown through molten pig iron
to burn away excess carbon. The
result was large-guantity, low-cost
steel and this breakthrough was
equal to the one in 1809 that allowed
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England to begin mass production
of iron.

During this period Andrew
Carnegie and his partners continued
to merge western iron and steel
firms so that by 1592 they had three
giant-aized companies that
controlled one half of the ateel ingot
capacity of the whole country. In
1901 the greatest merger of all up to
that date bound together all of
Carnepie's earlier investments and
formed the mighty Tnited States
Steel Corporation. It was America's
first billion dollar corporation.

That same wear, 1901, Charles
M. Schwab, instrumental in the
formation of TS Steel, was
named president of a newly
organized eastern firm, the
Bethlehem Steel Company.

The GQuebec Bridge, most famous
of all Phoenix Bridge Company's
bridges was also started in the year
1901. It was not a source of pride for
America's bridge engineers, since it
was not finished and ready for
traffic until 1916, and it fell down
twice during construction. Howevear
in 1987 it was made an
Infernational Historic Civil
Engineering  landmark. The
registration form for the award calls
the span the primary symbol of
Canadian engineering, recalling the
strengths and weakness of the
human spirit, the daring of the
builders, and how tenacity can
triumph over difficulties.

Initially, the GQuebec Bridge and
Railroad company invited hids on a
long-span bridge acroas the BSt.
Lawrence River, and a number of
Pennsylvania bridge manufacturers
submitted proposals. The river at
the designated location is navigable,
and the bridge would have to allow
the passage of ships underneath. A
large part of i, unsupported by
piera, would ascend 160 feet ahove
the water.

In those days companies that
competad for a bridge contract were
required to wisit the sits and snbmit
a design for a suitable bridge as well
as an estimate of the cost of
conatruction. The winning design
was selected by Theodore Cooper, a
MNew York City man whom the
Cuebec company hired as consulting
engineer. Cooper said the Phoonix
Bridge Company's plan was "the
beat and the cheapeat!' Cheapest



was a reference to Quebec's shaky
financial condition which he had
been asked to keep in mind.

Ag wag later made known to the
public, Cooper at this point altered
the design, making the suspended
span longer without increasing the
overall weight of the steel. He did
this owver the ohjections of Dawvid
Reoves, but had his way becanse he
had an unblemished reputation and
was considered the ablest bridoe
engineer of the entire continent.

The consequences are well
known. Inm 1907 the partially
completed bridge collapaed, causing
loss of life. Shocked feelings were
felt on both sides of the Atlantic and
King Edward VII of England
addressed a cablepram to Canada's
oovernor-gensral extending
syvmpathy to all who lost their lives
in the calamity.

Diavid Reeves refused to bid
apain and Kevstone Bridge, whose
bid was not low enough to win the
contract for the failed first attempt,
waa awarded the contract for a
second try. The board of engineers
included a naturalized American,
Ralph Modjeski of Chicago, who was
born in Poland and educated at a
polytachnic institute in Paris.

The new plan called for a bridge
containing 2-1/2 times the weight of
gtoel. It was to have a shorter
central apan, and that span was to
be built separately and floated on
barges to the bridge sits where it
would be lifted by jacks for
attachment to the cantilever arms.
This plan, too, ended in disaster
The &,400 ton center section
slipped from the jacks and plunged
into the river.

World War I was in progress and
the metal supplier, Carnegie Steel of
Pittsburgh, was beset by heavy
overseas demands. Neverthelesa,
Modjeski and the other engineers
obtained priority for the bridge.
Another center section was
constructed, floated into position,
and this time +was raised
sucoceasiully.

Phoenix Bridge Company nexzt
completad without incident a large
bridge owver the Charles River,
connecting Boston and Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and  supplied
material for a bridge over the
Bast River connecting Brooklyn
with Manhattan, MNew York, but
there was a downturn for the
company in the firat half of the
trrentieth century.

These pictures
were taken by

1822 foundry
building in
Phaenixville,

and thev show
architectural

Tom Carncvale,
restoration architect,
from inside the

Features of windows
end roaf triesece.

Phoenix  Bridge  Company,
nnderstandably, could no longer
underbid richly capitalizad
neighboring firms and settled down
to business at a more comfortable
level as evidenced by display ads in
the Daily Republican. P. 1. Co.
advertised themselves as
manufacturers of wronght iron and
stool beams, deck heams, tees,
angles, bar iron of all aizes, roof
trusses, pirders and joints, and
fireproof buildings framed and fitted
a3 per plans.

Fhoeniz Bridge Company called
themselves engineers and builders
of bridges, and of roofs, viaducts,
elevated railwarys, turntables, and
OCEAn plers.

Many Pennsylvania iron and
steal firms flourished in this same
period, and did not pass peak
performance until the second half of
the century.

Lukens Steel, a plating mill, in
1919, built the world's largest
rolling mill, a record once held by
P.I. Company. The MecClintic-
Marshall Company of nearbr
Pottstown was  acquired by
Bethlehem &Steel Corporation of
Bethlehem, PA and worked on such
notable structures as the Golden

‘imm-rr!n“* "!aﬁ;,



Gate Bridge in California, George
Washington Bridge in MNew York
City, some of the bridges for the
superhighways of the Pennsylvania
and MNew Jersey turnpikes,
buildings for the Tata Ironworls in
India, powerhousea for the
government of France, and many,
Mmany norea.

Ralph Modjealki and his partner,
Frank Masters of Harrishurg,
designed the Benjamin Franklin
Bridge across the Delaware River at
Philadelphia (1926), at that time the
longest suspension bridge in the
world, A few years later the
partners built the unusual tied-arch
Tacony Palmyra Bridge further
upatream (1929), Their tremendons
Walt Whitman Bridge in South
FPhiladelphia has been extolled as an
example of modern bridge building
at ita beat (1957).

By that date reinforced concrete,
a challenge to the supremacy of
stoel, was favored by many bridge
engineers. Buropean countries had
used this material for many vears.
Phoenix Bridge Company made only
stoo]l bridges because steel was the
parent company'as product.

In 1923 Samue]l J. Beeves II
became president of the iron and
bridge companies upon the death of
his father, David Reeves II. Mot
many wears later, the nation was
plunged into the great depreasion of
the 1930s. Large constructions
came almost to a standstill. Finding
orders serionsly curtailed, Beeves
distributed what little work the
company was able to procure so that
the burden of reduced working
hours would be shared as equally as
possible. Whereas many other
plants were idled during the
depression, Phoenix Iron Company
was never completely inoperative.

During one of the slackest
periods ever known in Phoenixville,
Beeves obtained a contract for a
creat highway bridge over the
Hudson River between Troy and
Menanda, New York. The price for
which it was awarded was not made
public, but it must have been low to
win in those days of heartbreaking
competition in the steal trade. It was
reported that Reeves was in a happy
frame of mind when he confirmed
reports of the contract because it
would enable him to  leep

hundreds of emplovess at work for
montha on end.

The production of steel in
America peaked in the period
between 1960 and 1970. Then there
was a decline in the percentage of
worldwide steel provided by the Us,
In 1965, for the first time, more than
10 million tona of foreign ateel were
imported into the United Statea.
The resulting downturn in our
position is evidenced in several
ways., Pennsylvania steol firms no
longer are centered around the
Pittsburgh area, but are situated in
placea such as Burns Harbor and
Gary, Indiana, and points further
west., United States Steel 15 a unit of
USE Corporation. World output
figures are shifting.

England held first place as an
iron and steel producer until the
13203, Then the United States was
the largest producer until 1989,
Mow China is first, and we are only
a little ahead of Japan and Rusaia.

Two area plants are in
flourishing condition. The plating
firm in Coateaville has pgained
ground and goes by the name
Bethlehem/Takens Plate ag a reault
of a merger. Also active iz the
Immense Sparrows Point
Corporation of Baltimore, Marvland.
But Pottstown shut down i 1878,
and P.I1.Co. and Phoeniz Bridge
Company are closed, the former in
19487 and the latter in 1962.

The world's steel is now made
with new technologies that hegan
when the electric arc furnace was
invented. This wag superceded by a
technique called BOP, or baaic
oxygen process, and next by OLP,
oxygen lime powder process. All
advancements were adopted to
male steel manufacture easier and
to reduce its coat.

An overall picture of the changed
sitnation brought about by ever-
increasing foreign imports was
printed in a Philadelphia Inguirer
article that appeared in October of
2000, The heading of the article
reads:

"Fairless to Lay Off 20% of
Workers -- Steel Imports Have Risen
This Year. The Government will
seek consulfodfions with exporfing
corntries."

Fairleas Works is sitnated on the
Delaware River 20 miles north of

Philadelphia. Only thirty years ago
it emplosed 10,000 workers but it is
now a acaled-down finishing mill
that employs only 6856 workers who
provide raw ateel to the auto,
appliance, canning and conatruction
industries. According to the US
Commerce Department, imports of
gteel to the TUnited States have
increased by 23% during the firat six
months of 2000 compared to what
they were in the same period of
1999,

The end of the Inguirer article
reveals that President Clinton
directed the Commerce Department
and US Trade representative
Charlene Barshevsky to seek
immediate consultations with
Ukraine, Taiwan, India and China.
Clinton sugpested that penalty
tariffs might prove necessary
against those countries if a sharp
rise in their ateel shipments to the
United States iz not reversed..

Steel expert Authur C. Bining
hag remarked: "Steel has hbeen
woven into the fabric of the
American way of life." There is, and
probably always will be, a large
demand for the output of glowing
furnaces and noisy mills. Nowadays
availability of cheaper labor and
raw materials has drawn the
mdustry elsewhere in the world. But
this may be a temporary condition.
What will the twenty-first cantury
have in atore?
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STATE GRANTS
FOR FOUNDRY

ast summer State Senator
]_‘] Jim Gerlach and
Bepresentative Carole
Bubley announced the appropriation
by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania of $850,000 for the
foundry restoration project.
Phoenixzville Area Economic
Development Corporation (DAEDCO)
is the owner of the historic building
which is one of three atill standing
on the Phoenix Iron and Steel
Company's grounds.

Gerlach said it i3 never an easy
process to get appropriations into
the budget, but he and Mrs. Rubley
wiorked with House representatives
and the Senate majority leader and
they convinced the Governor that
this was a worthwhile project. Both
legislators said they would continue
to support improvements in the
French Creek Corridor.

The foundry building restoration
in Phoenizville also iz on the list of
Schuylkill River Heritage projects
endorsed by the Schuylkill River
Greenway Association.

MINOLTA

READER/PRINTER
ur Board of Directors has
O approved the purchase of a

Minolta reader [/ printer
costing approxzimately $10.000. The
Soclety hopes to be awarded a grant
to cover this expense. This reader
will allow wvisitors to our archives
and muzeum to access and print
information recently made available
by the microfilming of our
immenae collection of Phoenixville
newspapars.

FREES FANMILY
IN THE NEWS

avid M. Frees Jr. recently
CD rejoined the Board of
Trusteea of the Cheater
County Hiatorical Society and a
review of his activities with that
society appeared in their Fall 2000
newsletter. Thia review said he had
gerved two previous stints on the
board and waa Vice-Chairman from
'82 to '84. Frees has been a member
of virtually every board committes
and has chaired most of them. He
chaired the apecial committee that
started the process ultimately
leading to Cheater County Historical
Society's expansion and the creation
of their History Centear.

Robb 5. Frees, David's son, was
recently named Travelers Insurance
Company's Agent of the Year. He
received the award at a Travelers
Leadership Conference in
Seottedale, Arizona.

OUR MEMBERS
LOVED THE INDIANS
oris RHiverbird Woman and
CD other Indians of the Eastern
Lenape MNation aof
Pennsylvania proved fascinating to
the membera who attended our

dinner meeting last September.

The Indians sang, played the
drums, and shared their philosophgy
of life. M=, Woman said there are
now 6,500 Indians in this state alone
and the number is growing all the
time. She asked our members how
many had been born in the United
States and all hands were raised.
Woman then asked, "Doesn't that
make all of you native Americans?"'
Theyv had to agree.

We wonder if Ms, Woman knows
that Benjamin Franklin had the
game opinion. Franklin said the
white race thought their own
manneras were the perfection of
civility and since the manners of the
red men differed from theirs, they
called them 'savages.' All the while
the Indiana thought the white
man's conduct deserved the
opprobrious term.

MUSEUM
ASSESSMENT
PROGRAM
ur Society has applied to the
@ American Assn. of Museums
and has been accepted into
the Institute of WMuseum and
Library Services (IMLS) Museum
Assessment Program. We submitted
our application at the suggestion of
one of our board of directors, Stacer
Swigart, who iz DMuseum &
Collectiona Director of the Valler
Forge Historical Society. That
society is also making use of services
supplied by IMLS.

MNext yvear we will choose an IMLS
consultant to visit the Society who
will make a study of how our
musenum and archives work, and
they will prepare for us a report on
how and why the Society operates
currently and how we can improve
our service to the public, among
other operational procedures.

Meanwhile our M.AP. committes
has until January to complete a
workhook of facts and figures
concerning hours worked by our
wolunteers, museum openings,
amount of archival materials, etc.

Tiart HSP4A on the web!
www.voicenet.com/~dstav

The Historical Saciety
of the Phoenixville Area
P.O.Box 552
Phoenixlle, PA 19460
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