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MARCH MEETING

he guarterly meeting will
T take place Wednesday,
March 10th, at 7:30 P.I. in
the social hall at Church and Main
Streots.

It should be a lively affair since
we have engaped for the evening
Dale Martin, owner of a shop called
“Bridge Street Fine Arts and
Antiques,” located at 234 Bridpe
Strect in Historic Phoenixville.

Members and their friends are
invited to bring treasures to the
meeting that evening (please, only
one per person) and Mr. Martin will
help us all with evaluations.

Martin knows about Art Pottery,
Art Glass, Porcelain, Furniture,
Paintings, Rugas, Clocks, and

Jewelry; his specialties being Glass
and Pottery.

This is not a Roadshow as on
television, but an informal occasion
during which an expert will com-
ment on pugzling possesaions.
Mothing is too grand or too petty to
receive attention. -

W

MARCH 6, 1999
150th YEAR

hoenixville became a bor-
CP ough March 6, 1849, and the

first Burgess (hMayor) was

Izaac A. Pennypacker, M.I., father
of Samuel W. Pennypacker, gover-
nor of Pennaylvania 1903 to 1907,
Documents pertaining to the incor-
poration were preserved by the
Governor and are now owned by the
Hiatorical Soclety of the
Phoenizville Area.

On the 160th anniversary of the
incorporation, March 6, 1999, the
people of Phoanixville are invitad to
meat at 11:00 in the morning at the
Phoenizville Area High School for a
celebration sponsored by Borough
Couneil.

They will be addressed by Curt
Weldon, our United States congresa-
man; Carol Rubley, our State repra-
sentative; and Andrew Dinniman,
County commissioner. A wvocaliat,

Henrietta Hadley, will sing. A color
gnard from the Veterans of Foreign
Wars post will be present, and there
will be a reading of the law enacted
those many wears ago that starta:
“An act to erect Phoenizville in
Chester County into a Borough.”

When the ceremonies are com-
pleted everyone is invited to the
Historical Society at Church and
Main Strests to see an exhibit that
features the actual 1849 papera,
which are under glass, plus a mod-
ern photocopy that may be handled.
The society will be open also on
Sunday, March 7th, between 1 and 4
o'clock,

A reception with refreshments
will be held March 6&th at
Spectators, 182 Bridge Street.
Tickets for the refreshments are
$15.00 and may be purchased at the
door, or obtained in advance from
Karen Johns, or any other celebra-
tion committes member.

HSPA'S UPCONMING

EVENTS
flea market i3 scheduled for
N\ | March 13¢h from 9 A M. till 3
P.M. A= alwaws, a light lunch
will be served. Please drop off sal-
able items at the social hall the pre-
vious Thursday and Friday evenings
7P.M. to 9@ P, or take them to the
office on Wednesdara and Fridays.
Baked goods may wait i1l the morn-
ing of the market. For pick-up ser-
vices, call Dlave Frees at 933-4080,
or Peg Keenan at 953-T247.

The Strawberry Festival will ha
Saturday, June 12th. Please mark
this date on Four calendar as you
won't want to miss this enjoyable
vearly event,

A walking tour of parta of our his-
toric district is planned for a
Thursday evening this summer.

The All-Important
VOLUNTEERS

he following have responded
T to a plea for additional

volunteers  issued last
September when we realized
we were understaffed: Iargie

Rohrbach comes in on Wednesdays
and Fridays. Also awvailable in an
emergency are Betay Williams,
Mary Jane Moulton, Dorothy
Stavrides, Polly Croft, Rozalie
Protia, Ethel IMcCabe, and Mary
Crabtree.

OFFICE
AND MUSEUM
The offlce is open Wednesdays and
Frideys betwean 9 4m. and 3 pu.
The museum is open the first Sundsay of
every month between 1 and 4 p., and
an Wednesdays and Fridays the same
haurs as the office. Appointments may be
arranged for other dates and hours.




The Remarkable

FOUNDRY - BUILDING

OF PHOENIX IRON & STEEL COMPANY

THE PRESENT ¢&v

ron is “founded” by reheating
(I the pig iron made in a blast
furnace and pouring the
moltenn metal mto a mold, and the
dictionary definition of “foundry” is
a place for the founding of metals,
chiefly iron.

The southwest section of the for-
mer Phoenixz Iron Company's tract
on French Creek contains an impoa-
ing foundry huilding which was an
easential part of the iron and stesl
business that flourished here during
the 19th century, and well into the
20th century.

¥acant for the past decade or
more, the foundry building deterio-
rated and bhecame unsightly.
Barbara Cohen, executive director of

By Miriam Clegg

both the Chamber of Commerce and
PAEDCO, was one of the few people
who recognized itz inherent worth.
Cohen saw the posaibility of inte-
grating this foundry into present-
day plans to establish recreational
park land along the Schurlkill
River. A symbol of industrial might,
the foundry would make an ideal
vigitors’ center for the touriats
attracted to the new Schuylkill
Heritage Corridor.

Foundry Building, December I, 1995, showing reconstrucéion of roof.

After Governor Ridge approved
the plan for the corridor, Cohen was
able to get funding for a new slate
roof and other repairs.

Architectural merits of the build-
ing, according to Barbara Cohen, are
the twofoot thick walls of locally
quarried sandstone, and the large,
Romanesque window and door aper-
tures. The dark red and purple veins
in the deep russet stones give the
building a dramatic and haunting

quality reminiscent of medieval cas-
tle walla that atand undefeated by
tHime.

Bands of clerestory windows
divide the double-tiered roof lines
and serve two purposes. They allow
light from above to enter the build-
ing and provide a means of escape
for the intense heat produced by the
furnace.

A complex arrangement of truss-
e are the sole support of the
immenge roof since the inside is
entirely open space with no interior
columns.



THE PAST e

The iron works had been the
principal industry in Phoenixville
for one hundred rvears hefore the
erection of the 1882 foundry build-
ing. The business succeeded in that
century. Starting as a amall nail fac-
tory it became a leading contender
in the strmictural iron field. Actually,
location had a great deal to do with
this success.

The company was situated at the
confluence of the French Creek and
the Schurlkill River which gave it
an easy and cheap means of bringing
raw material to the plant and taking
the finished product away, first by
the river and canal, and later by
railroad.

The thres necesaities, ore, lime-
stone, and charcoal or coal, were
also readily available. Iron ore out-
croppings occurred in many places
in Chester and Montgomery
Counties, and since trenches rarely
exteaded forty feet, could be quar-
ried rather than mined. There was a
large deposit of limestone at Port
Kennedy, a nearhy town on the
Schuylkill Canal. Vast amounts of
anthracite coal were awvailable by
way of canal barges and railroad
flatcars.

French Creeck turned the water-
wheals that alone supplied power for
the ironworks until steam engines
helped out in the 1520s.

David Reeves, head of a
Philadelphia iron firm, with a num-
ber of partners, purchased the nail

works in 1827, In 1846 Reeves and a
new partner, Robert 5. Buck, built a
rail mill and other facilities on the
same land as the nail factory, and
began the manufacture of railroad
iron. Foundry building Mo, 1 went
into operation at that dats.

The product made and zold by
Beeves, Buck & Company was
chiefly wrought iron, and a new
proceas for producing that iron
called “puddling”™ was tried here in
Phoenixville in 1827, and its use
expanded in 1841, Puddling was an
invention used successfully in
England and it was a faster, safer
and less costly method that made
wronght iron directly from the ore.

During the process the puddlers
stirred molten pig iron in the
hearth, driving out most of the
impurities, and then rolled the fin-
ished bars between heavy metal
rollers that further refined the iron
and fashioned it into rods, plates,
and nail stock, rails, and the like.

The numbers of workmen
required to run the expanding works
grew so large they overwhelmed the
small town of Phoonixville so David
and his son, Samuel J. Begves, built
two rows of houses to accommodate
them. The row at the western end of
the plant grounds was called
“Mailer’s Row.” Housing on the eaat-
ern end, that now i3 known only
from old photographs, was called
“Puddler’s Row.”

Az inereasing demands pres-
sured the Phoeniz mills, the owners
gained extra capital through incor-
paration. David Reeves and Samuel

J. Reeves were president and viee
president of The Phoenix Iron
Company. Two more generations of
Beeveses followed., David II and
Samuel J. II were also top officers
and the family members were
always majority shareholders.

In 1566 John Griffen, an inventor
and well-aeasoned iron specialist,
became peneral manager of the com-
pany that the following Fear
produced 18.6 thousand tons of
railroad iron.

In the war wears of the early
18605 Phoenix Iron Company manu-
factured for the government about
1400 wrought iron cannons made
according to a special design patent-
ed by Superintendent Griffen.
During the same decade a patent
was pranted Samuel J. Reeves for a
hollow wrought iron column made of
rolled sections joined together by
rivets. This was the famous
“Phoeniz Column™ that became
known throughout the ecivilized
world as a light weight, ut very
strong support for bridges and
viaduects. (Please note: sixteen of
theae historic pillars will adorn the
grounds around the rencvated 1552
foundry building.)

The Phoenix Colummn, together
with a hydraulically-forged eye bar
invented by Phoeniz engineer,
George Walters, placed Phoenix Iron
Company in 4 highly favorable poai-
tion. All during the last quarter of
the century the firm was preeminent
in the field of large bridge conatruc-
tHon.

View of Phoenix Iron Works, 1848, token from the north side of French Creck looking south. The two linez of
clerestory windowa identify the original foundry bualding. The posts in front support the roof of an open shed
where aesembly took place.
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FProposed landscaping of the four acrez of grounds surrounding the
historic foundry.

Back in 1868, a few wvears after
the close of the war, a separate
bridge company had been added to
the iron businesses in the Borough,
and it handled all facets of bridge
conatruction except for the manufac-
ture of the iron and steel. Adolphua
Bonzano, a young but highly gifted
professional, became Chief Engineer
of Phoeniz Bridge Company. Hia
career started in an era when people
who lived along the large rivers of
the United Statea and abroad at last
relinquished ferry boats as a means
of getting to the other side.

Phoenix Bridge Company was a
wholly owned subsidiary of the iron
company, and gave Phoenix Iron
Company a valuable outlet for the

sale of iron. Both companies had
wide fluctuations in sales deter-
mined by nationwide economic con-
ditions. Ther prospered in good
times and barely managed to keep
going in bad times.

The local newapapers, chiefly
West Chester's Daily Local MNews,
considered happenings at the iron
and bridge companies newsworthy.
They reported the accidents, the
new buildings, the changes in per-
sonnel, ete,

In modem times, about i the
1940s, some dedicated wolunteers of
the Chester County Historical Society
took scissors and paste, removed
items that deserved preservation
from pilea of old newspapers, and

arranged them on large sheets of
paper according to subject or family
name. All the information for the
rernainder of this article was obtained
from the newspaper clipping files
maintained at Weat Chester.

The biggest Phoanixville event of
the 1870z, according to the
newsclips, was the building of the
iron company's MNew Mill, which was
new in 1873 and never had another
name. It was a huge building cover-
ing 6-1/4 acres under one roof, and it
was made almost entirely of iron,
glass, and alate. The style was
copied from a fireproof structure
erected in Europe. A few years later
the Philadelphia Centennial com-
migaion made their main exhibition
hall on the fair grounds in
Fairmount Park out of iron, glass,
and alate. Perhaps they imitated the
MNew Mill, though theirs had wing
gections and covered 20 acrea.

Alas, the attempt to expand the
iron works ocourred just hefore a
sovere economic depression. The
New Mill stood idle for a number of
Fears becanse the old facilities conld
easily handle the diminishing num-
ber of ordera for iron products. It
was finally put to nae when Phoenix
Iron Company received contracts to
supply iron for various portions of
MNew York City's elevated railway
lines.

David Reeves died in 1871 and
his son, Samuel J., only eight years
later. Thereafter two grandsons,
David II and Willlam H. Reeves,
took over management of the compa-
nF aided by John Griffen. The two

A wew ivon Buikling, 240 Ly 960 fest, to he
levoted topolliog iron, isnow guder wer. In
it will bo flaced 30 stewm engines sod nise

Traamos of rolle, for the maling of laree beans,
asngle lrom, plates for ships and iron for bild-
ipge. The production of thia mongter mill
will b abant 50,000 tons per aonum, The
entira cont of the building awl machinery will
ronch oomillion of doflard, Ol somyplotion
af tha struotizes, Lhe prassgt mill, widel =
sl very exbancive, will be Stied up exclasive
Iy [or padllivg ircn, aud id s stared (het its
onpscily will L aver 00,000 tons AR,
%isn busdge which & to crons Ehe SalnyikiLl
uf (irwrd avemuoe is now under way ab thasa
works, besides alarge number foe Conada
aul varfous partions of ihe United Stetes.

DL 4-25-1875

young fellows, 26 and 24, had the
courage tosubmit a bid on the entire
gight-mile length of the Second
Avenue el to be constructed with 6
and &-zegment Phoeniz columns.
The contract they won was called by



the Mew York Herald Tribute the
largest ever awarded in the United
States.

Shortly after their father's death
the new Phoenix Iron Company offi-
cors broke ground for ancther stor-
apge houae for patterns. It was 60 by
100 feat, made of brick, and had no
windows except a slylight, so it was
entirely fireproof. Patterns are so

A patiern iz a model for
making the mold into wwhich
melten metal is poured to form
2 cosfing.

It iz weswnally mades of var-
nighed or painted wood, or of
metal when many doplicate
casfings are reguired. The pad-
terr iz made a little larger than
the proposed cosfing do allow
for contraction of the casting in
cocling. When the casding is of
such shape that the removal of
the patiern in one piece would
break the mold, the pattern is
made in fzvo or more pieces and
doweled together, each piece
being usually removed in a sep-
araie flosk.

eazential to foundry work that their
loss would be almoat irreparable.

The »oung men also drew up
plans for a new foundry building.
The old one had been in use for thir-
ty-three years and they needed a
larger and more modern facility.

A site for the new foundry was
selected on the French Creek south-
wast of the old foundry, and the
architect was Amory Coffin, the
companys  engineer.  Richard
Denithorne was the contractor.
(Richard was the brother of John
Denithorne, well-known  boiler
malker and County bridge builder.)

Work started in March of 18581
with the demolition of a century-old
dwelling on the location. “A colored
pentleman from the North Ward,” a

CCHS newsclip advises, “haunled the
pieces away in a wheelbarrow so as
to reerect them for his own abode.”

At the end of April, Denithorne
had a large force at work on the
pointed stone walls and said it was
going to be a very imposing striec-
ture. In June, Denithorne had the
stone work finished up to the second
floor and would soon be ready for the
roof, July 11th the iron raftera were
placed in position.

By June of the following vear the
two additional wings to the building
were finished and the contractor
was putting the slate roof on the
main section.

Ateikiag Mea je Counail,

THEY HEET IF FHEIXVILLE ARD WweEnAd al-
UNESEED IF ARVERAL MEWESEs FROM OTHEL
FLACER,

Ameoting of (he members of the Phosniz-
wille hrnuel of the Amalgamated Iron aod
Hteal Awnusintlon, of Pkt who' re-
cantly lft tha mmploy of the Plhenlz Iron
Company, bald o mestiog in thelr hell oo
Hatarday. Tha apatlrer uegod he meobers
1o stand fnm, but naa o vielenon, and that
they will oventuslly wuceeod,  Frusddent
Jurroit made the closing spesch, In which hao
discoesed the laboe guestion ab considerably
Ieagil, The .l-p:w_’:m wore all well recsived
wid londly epplaoded at the closo of theer

romarhs. DL 5-7-1862

All the while the Reeves brothers
were busy with the new foundry,
they were also, according to the
newapapers, dealing with labor
problems brought about by work-
men in the puddling mills.

The puddlers had joined the
Amalgamated Asaociation of Iron
and Steel Workers of the .5, head-
quartered in Pittsburgh. They asked
for lesa work per day rather than for
more wapes, but after a meeting
with Union officials withdrew this
appeal. The next morning they were
locked out of the workplace and paid

off. Mot only that, because they ware
Union memhbers, they were subse-
quently refuaed emplorment at iron-
worls in the neighboring towns of
Pottstown and Morristown.

A broadside dated Febmary 24,
1552 and signed by David Reeves
asserted: A strike having been
ordered at these Works, by the offi-
cers of a Union seeking to contraol its
management, The Phoenix Iron Co.
hereby notifies its emploveea that,
notwithstanding the order of aaid
Union, its works will continue in
operation. The places of those men
who hawe decided not to work will be
filled (with others)..(The company)
reserves to itself the right to employ
itz own men, and to make its own
rates and regulations, and no man
will be employed who does not
accord to it a recognition of these
rights.

The Daily Local of March 4th
announced the strike had ended and
work at the company was proceed-
ing as usual. The puddlers were still
smarting, howewver, and a striker
who used only the name VINCENT
wrote a column for the newspaper
complaining about the lack of sup-
port for his canse. He blamed every
clazas of laborer that had acted as
strike breakers and included ewen
the agricultural sector. “The farm-
ers’ corn-fed sons,” he said, “shook
the hay seed from their hair and
waghed the manure from their
boots, and come flocking in to take
our places.”

On a more ominous note, March
2Tth, the paper reported a meeting
had taken place that was open to all
Phoenix Iron Company employees.
Union officiala from Pittsburgh
addressed the assemblage and urged
them to quit work at the ironworks

Lﬁ:m;um:e _—[ PHCENIX IRON WORKS.
ENGINEER'S DEFH.HTMEHT.

16 Walnni 8., Philadelphin.
AN, J, TEEV N,
Prealdnnt

JHG GIII.II'TZEH' Gm'l Bup'tt

Dwniroctte, P, Mosae ' n™= ;d?’/z

GEOD. WALTERS, Chiaf Enginoer,

M i-;-]-{r‘F* ﬁ‘j:

Letter and signature of Amory Coffin, Assistant Chief Engineer. Coffin became

Chief Engineer in 18585 and held that position wuntil he resigned in 15896,
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The woaden crane pictured here with ladle and recepéacie iz similar to the
crane that remaing in the foundry building. Skeéch by Becky Maniey.

and rejoin the Union. They revealed
that officers of the iron company had
refused to hold a conference with
them. The aspeakers were loudly
applanded.
April 24th the Daily Local head-
lined a story
A BIG BLAZE AT
PHOENIXVILLE
THE PATTERN SHOP AND
FOUNDRY REDUCED TO
ASHES.
(A note to readers: The Pattern
Shop was a workplace and was not
the fireproof Pattern Storage
Building.) The news story contin-
ued:
“Abont 3 AM. William Rossifer,
the watchman, discovered a fire in

the wheelhouse wnder the pattern
shop...When discovered the fire was
quite small. He threw o bucket of
water on the blaze which only cansed
it to spread and burn more fiercely,
From this circumstance and the
strong odor of petrolewm which
areeted fifs nostrils he believed that o
large quaniity of coal ofl had been
thrown there and set on fire.. His
cries were heard by fwo of the
Phoenix Hose, Hook and Ladder
Company, James Lawler and George
Feid, who rushed to the (fireonse
which was near the burning build-
ing, sounded the bell, gof their car-
riage ord, and soon had four streams
of water thrown upon the burning
buildings.

Had it been o windy morning
there wonld have been a large por-
tion of the town also destroyed. As it
was the bwrning brands were carried
as far as the residence of Joseph
Sefern, on the Charlestown Road
near Beerbowers brich yards.

The wholz town i in a fever of
excitement over the buming of these
buildings and many affribute it fo
some of the men who were engaged in
the recent sirike.

The loss of these brdldings touches
Phoenixz Iron Company on a very fen-
der spot as many valuable pafterns
for bridges, ete., for which they are in
immediate need, are destroved.
Besides it is in the forndry where the
most of their work is commenced,

The ww fonmdey of tho Pleeniz Tion
[T ALY, A% Pieiksvelle, is sy ol Bl
el 44 B nEadenl thial wooki will I ootanaeenions] b

i Lu-diny. i g-5-188%2

The company has already made
arrangements to rent fwo ofher
foundries in the neighborhood, and
will put a large force of pattern mak-
ers af work fo repair the damaoge
done. They will also proceed immedi-
ately fo erect femporary shedding on
the gronnds, put in a new porfable
engine, portable derricks, ecranes,
efe.. and be in readiness fo go fo work
in two weeks.

The large new foundry building
which was commenced last sumimer
will mow be pushed forward rapidly
and iz expected will be ready for
occupancy in a couple of months.”

And indeed it was ready for occu-
pancy only six weeks after fire
destroyed the original foundry. Total
construction time for the new one
was fifteenn morniths.

Indusirinl. —The Phaolx Iron Company hiea
in arder for B-inch beams mada of steel which
thoy meo now preparing to make. The rolla
for tlicin will be ocpmplalodd this week., The
T-ineh beame just made by the company wers
higbly satisfoctory ta all parties ooesrmed.
The compsoy 4 malilog wnd sbipping large
guantities of iron mado for jbe slévated rl-
way ot Lanisvilla, Henloeky, They h=va alen
mﬁln'ﬂ"ué woth oo & bedvy bridpe to span

i T
imizivol River DL 19-17-1883

The foundry building was as
much admired in 1852 as it 1s now in
1999, and in each case the large
wooden crane that is part of its
equipment has attracted attention.



The Daily Local of Nov, 12, 1882 told
all about it:

“Phoenixville Foundry — We
made a visit fo the new foundry of
the Phoenix fron Co., ot Phoenizville,
a few davs ago, and were surprised
not endy at the size but also the con-
venfences af hand for carrving on the
business, Cne thing that particularly
aftracted onr aitention was @ new
steaim crane for hoisting the molten
metal and carrying @& fo ony point
that may be needed in a cerfain por-
tion of the buwilding., When af the
required place it iz filted over by
manual labor and the receptacles
filled. This large crane will hold at
ite exireme end fen fons in weight,
and much more i necessary. It is
worked by steam and is manipulated
Ey ane man, who stands on a plat-
form near the upright beam which
revolves with the crans. The whole
works like a charm.”

Any list of notable foundry work
performed in Phoenixville in the last
quarter of the 19th century would

Poblle Bulldiog Contracts Awnrded.—At
the mecting on Wadnesday the Public Boiid-
Inge Comenieabon awsrded In pert conbracts far
mrnlahing materials for the eoostroetion of
tbe Fublis Duoildiogs as follows : 'Wrocght,
rolied and cont-fron roofa for mockh eebrre
pavilion and wings, Fleeolx Iron Co, $79,975 ;
srdmn sod  beame for eecood floor of

ook towor, Jones & Bemner, #2995 3 coort-
weed potters, Fleeoiz Tron Company, 21,530 |
exterine gultess, Pheeoix Tron Company, #1750
all otber goiters and eornice work, Phenis
Irom Compeny, at 7 eonts per poood; ceiling
and eang for scathwest coroor pevilion,
benix Iron Comopeny, 28,775, The bolld-
ings reforred to Are sitoated luthe ity of

Fhilndelpbia. DL 5-15-1584

include first of all the majestic,
river-spanning bridges. Secondly
would be iron for steamships. An
1380 newsclip refers to iron for
seven large ships under erection in
shipyards along the Delaware River;
at a later date steel deck beama for
Roach’s shipyard at Chester; and
latar atill, ther were rolling ateel for
government ships being built at
Cramp's shipyard in Philadelphia.

Phoeniz foundries turned out
iron roofs for the Academy of Fine
Arta and the Academy of Natural
Sciences in Philadelphia; also for the
“Wational MMuseum™ (Smithaonian)
in Washington, I.C.

City Hall in Philadelphia waa
under construction in thia period,
and many contracts for the iron
needad for this building were award-

VIBITOR'S CENTER =130 e ]

Proposed interior plan with fiber optic display floor.

ed to Phoenix Iron Company. The
huge, mansard-roofed structure was
designed by John MacArthur Jr. and
Thomas U, Walter, the architect for
West Cheater’a courthouse.

At the date of completion, City
Hall was the largest single building
in America. Phoeniz Iron Company,
in 15584, made the wrought, rolled
and cast iron roofs for the mnorth
center pavilion, and the ceiling and
canopy for the southwest corner
pavilion. In 1886 they supplied the
cast iron acreena for elevator shafts
and archways; and grilles, transoms
and guards for doors and windows,

THE END oo

In conclusion we use the words of
Barbara Cohen speaking for PAED-
C0, She says that in the years to
come our children and grandchil-
dren will viait the restored foundry
building and be able to see and
understand the heroic nature of the
iron and stee]l industry that gave

7

Phoenixville its identity and charaec-
ter. Since its completion in 1582, the
masterful engineering and design of
this structure have allowed it to sur-
wvive for 117 years. The members of
PAEDCO want to ensure that it will
remain standing for at least another
hundred vears.

L 1 e ]
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JONES ON MILLS
C hris Jones, the speaker at

last December's meeting,
had a new slant on the grist
millz of our area that surprised even
the experta amongst our members,

Jones has identified by name,
date, and location, forty mills that
ground flour and meal near the
French, Valley, Pickering, Pigeon,
and Stony Run Creeks, and has
taken pictures of these sites.
Millers, he told the members, chose
small runs that flowed into the
creeks to turn their mill wheela
since the fast running waters of
large atreams could destroy mill
dams during spring freshets.

The fact that large numbers of
mills operated in close proximity
leads to the belief that in the early
days of the Colony flour production
was a commercial enterprise.
Belatively small amounts were
needed for local use. The rest was
taken to Philadelphia and shipped
overasas. Four million barrels were
exported in 1795, much of it to the
West Indiea where it was exchanged
for sugar cane, molaszes, and the
like.

By Civil War times, railroads

guch as the one through Kimberton
gave farmers a means of sending
milk to distant markets, and dairy
farms took the place of wheat fields
as moneymaking propositions.
Large-scale flour mille mowved to
western Pennsylvania, and later to
the midwest and areas near the
Great Lakes,

MEMBERSHIP

ﬂ hearty welcome to the follow-

ing new members: Frad

Glensky, Jay Patton, Bay

Baker, Eathy Bretz, Bobhie Mackey.

The following renewed her
membership as a SPONS0R: Jean
E. Boeves,

The following renewed as
CONTRIBUTORS: Nancy Bothwell,
John and Betty Tate, MMr. and MMra.
William McDade, Jr.

Special Contributions  wers
received from James Oweratreet,
Jean B. Reeves, Joa Pulen, David ML
Frees, William Lambert.

MOORE HALL

he long battle to save the
T Phoenixville area’s

Revolutionary-era mansion is

coming to a close. The continued
exiatence of Moore Hall iz now
assured becanse of covenants placed
with the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission. Limited
public acceas 1s part of the agree-
ment.

The French & Pickering Creeks
Conservation Trust has worked hard
to zave the historic property which is
now surrounded by a HRousel
Chamberlain housing development.

On Washington's Birthday, last
February 22nd, the Trust launched a

fund raiser for improvement of the
setting of the venerahle structura.
The Trust would like to purchase
from the developer certain lots adja-
cent to the mansion and keep them
A5 Open spaca.

Pleasze forward donations for this
worthy cause to the Truat, 3340
Coventryville HRoad, Pottstown,
Pennsylvania 19466, Any donation
will be appreciated: ten dollars, or
one hundred dollars, or one thou-
gand dollars.

DUST JACKET

he third edition of “The
(T Annals of Phoenixville and

ita Vicinity” by Samuel W

Pennypacker, is now in the hands of
the printer. The reprint of 1977 had
a hard cover similar to the original
1871 edition, but the binding was
plain with no ornamentation. The
current 1999 reprint will have a
handsome dust jacket printed in two
colors. The design on the dust jacket
will be an adaptation of the Moses
Robinson hand-drawn map that is
bound into all three editions of the
book. The flaps of the jacket will
have excerpts from the book selected
to pique the curioaity of prospective
buyers.

MWW

The phota of Isaac J. Wistar in the
December newsletter should have
been credited to the arcluves of the
Wistar Institute, Philadelphia.

MWW

THE WEB
The addreas for our historical
gociety's web page ia :
www.voleenet.comldstay

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
P.O.Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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