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JUNE MEETING

he quarterly meeting will
T take place Wedneaday, June
9, at 7:30 P.M. in the social
hall at Church and Main Strects.
Members will extend a weleome to
four costumed reenactors who have
made a atudy of World War II, and
are ready to share their knowledge
with a living history show.

The performers are Lance
Brown, his wife Elizabeth, Dennis
Burke, and Michael Euhn. They will
bring all equipment necessary to

make the show realistic.
CIVIL WAR YOUTHS &
REENACTMENT ADULTS: BOTH

Civil War reenactors who
represent Company F, 160th
Pennsylvania Volunteera, will pitch
tenta on the lawn of Society head-
quarters. Weather permitting, they
will demonstrate army life of the
period.

The 160th was also known as
“the Bucktails” for the ornament
they wore in their caps. According to
Pennvpacker’s Annals, page 228, a
detachment of Phoenix Iron
Company volunteera nnder the com-
mand of Lieut. C.W. Sears, joined
Company F in August of 1862,

Cur musenm will be open on both
the 6th and the 9th and will have a
special military exhibit.

8 aturday, June &, a group of

1y et R ittt

SCHUYLEKILL
CANAT: DAY
chuylkill Canal Day will be

8 Sunday, June 27th. The fun-
filled event is the canal soci-

ety'as higgeat yearly fund-raiser.

LIKE HISTORY
E:I:‘ our clasaes from the Barkley

Schiool will visit our museum
June 1st, and one class from
Second Avenue School will come on
June 3rd.

June &th, at 7 .M., the Lansdale
Historical Society will meet in our
social hall, and Meal Thorpe will
talle to them about the Schuylkill
MNavigation System.

OFFICE
AND MUSEUM

The office and museum are open
Wednesdays and Fridays
between 9 aAm. and 3 p.w.
and are also open the first
Sunday of every month
between 1 and 4 ..
Appointments may be arranged
for other dates and hours.

STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL

A TRIFPLE HEADER

he annual Strawberry
‘T’ [Festival will be held on
Saturday, June 12, hetween
10 AM. and 3 PN, on the lawn
adjoining our headquarters build-
ing. On the same day there will be a
seaquicentennial event on the bor-
ough parking lot next to the
SpectatorsMainstay Inn. A bonus
feature that Saturday will he an
Antiques Show. Patrons of our festi-
wval will have the extra enjoyment of
soveral parties on the same day.

Be sure to come and to order
lunch on the grill prepared by HSPA
members. Please don't fail to par-
take of our many delicions strawher-
1¥ dizhes, and to talke home the
fresh-baked cakes and pies you'll
find on our bake table. OCur
Strawberry Festival, as usual, will
have a clown and games for the chil-
dren, craft tablea, and a Lippincott
Gallery art show and sale.

The large open-air Antiques
Show with dealers from town and
from more distant localities, will line
Bridge Street with their tables, and
Joln Shuman I, noted antiques
gpecialiat who appears on talevision,
will appraise itams for ten dollars
apiece, half the proceeds going to the
restoration of the Colonial Theatre.
Bothh the newly-roofed foundry
building and the theatre will he
open for tours.




By Miriam Clegg

as a borough March &, 1549,
and has sponsored festivitiea
to mark the date at fifty-rear inter-
vals ever since. As the incorporation
occurred close to the middle of the
19th century, the three ohservances
pretty nearly define our progress at
the beginning, middle, and end of
the 20th century. A great difference
in our way of life can be noticed each
time one of these anniversaries was
celebrated.

The United States census bureau
counts the population at the end of
evary ten-year period, and the num-
ber assigned to the willage of
Phoenizville in 1840 was 509 per-
sons. At that date our main industry
waa a nail manufactory.
Subsequently a mill was built espe-
cially for the manufacture of rails for
the new railroads and two hundred
houses were added to the village to
accommodate the rail mill's employ-
o8,

According to annalist Samuel W.
Pennypacker, our population grew
to 3,387 in 1848, which was not an
official census year, but the fipure
shrank back to 2,670 in the United
States census of 1860 due to a fire
that destroyed the naill mill and
caused its emplovees to seck work
elsewhere.

('P hoonixville was incorporated

A J-wheeled Knox made &y Harry B. Knox Company of
Springfield, Mazsachusetts, betrween 1900 and 1903, A
Ford Model T four-door touring car priced at 3715, A

Chevrolet Sedan Madel 490,
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From that time until 19200 the
iron company, and later the bridge
company, expanded enormously,
and wvast numbers of additional
workmen were emploved. Likewise a
host of other businesses were
attracted to the borough. For this
reason Phoenixville's population fig-
ure registered huge increases every
decade until, at the end of the centu-
v, it stood at 9,196, In the 20th cen-
tury thers were only modest gains,
decade by decade, and the figure for
1997 (latest wear available) was
15,560.

- THREE ANNIVERSARIES
OF THE BOROUGH OF
PHOENIXVILLE

U - 100

Beginning with the wear of the
incorporation a marked change
came over Phoenixville, and a wave
of immigration from central and
southern Europe made the popula-
tion more diveraa,

Before 15849 the borough's citi-
zenry were mostly descendants of
the English Quakers who founded
Pennsylvania and the German
Pacifiata who were invited to live



here by William Penn. The Irish also
arrived early, and it was men from
that countrs who built the canals
and the railroada. Many of the worlk-
force of five hundred who dug the
Beading Railroad tunnel under
“Tunnel Hill” in North Phoenixville
remained here and took jobs in the
ironworks.

Hungarians, Austrians, Polisl,
Ttalians, Slovaks, and Ukrainians
arrived in the decades after mid-cen-
tury. Dissatisfled with economic
conditions in their native lands, they
ware lured to Phoenixville by the
prospect of higher pay for unskilled
labor. Professor Thomas Winpenny,
author of a history of the Phoeniz
Bridge Company, has examined the
cenaus records and has found that in
1900 twenty-one to twentv-eight
percent of the borough’s population
was foreign born, and another twen-
ty-five percent had foreign-born
parents.

In the beginning the newcomers
formed separate communities for
those speaking the same language,
and they built their own churches in
those localities. Their children and
grandchildren, however, attended
the public schools, many of which
ware enlarged at that time so as to
have room for the larger numhbers.
Theyr learned English because it was
the only lanmiage spoken in the
schools, and before the end of the
century, all nationalities had been
ahzorbed into the main body of citi-
Zens,

With the approach of the hor-
ough's fiftieth anniversary a couple
more changes in the condition of
daily life were evident. A fow motor-
ized wehicles appeared on the
streets, and their frightening presa-
ence made blinkers necessary for
the horses. Also a new means of illu-
mination was gaining customers.

Then, as now, many of the towna-
people resented change. They did
not see the importance of the new
inventiong and could not appreciate
how life would be improved by such
novelties,

Horses were the principal means
of transportation up until the end of
the 1&00s, and it was horses that
pulled the field cannon used in the
Civil War. The people of
Phoenixville have always taken
pride in the fact that the Griffen
cannon, named for its inventor, an

iron company superintendent, was
manufactured here in town.

The first automobiles, like the
carriages they replaced, were made
by amall, local firms. BEach car was
an individual production, and in the
garly dawys, a manufacturer in
Pottatown turned out a car he called
The Chadwick. It was not until
Henry Ford, of Dearborn, Michigan,
designed and produced reasonably
priced autos that they became uni-
wversally popular. His “Model T” was
mass produced on an assembly line
and it changed the face of America.
LJ. Tuatin waa the Phoenixville out-
lat.

The firat electric lights were
installed at Phoeniz Iron Company
in 1879 and they greatly aided the
night shifts who at that date were
mishing to complets structural iron
for the Mew York City elevated rail-
road lines. Electricity for the lights
was penerated on the iron company
gronnds,

Fifteen years later a honae stand-
ing on the bluff overlooking French
Creck was wired for electricity by a
small penerating firm, The
Schuylkill Valler Illuminating
Company. The Victorian-strle house
belonged to a leading citizen, John
Yanderslice, and the wiring was
completed just in time for the wed-
ding of Vanderslice’s daughter,
Mande, to Thomas 4. Coffin, son of
Amory Coffin, iron company super-
intendent. The mansion was a blaze
of light from the ground floor to the

top of the cupola that rose above the
roof line, and it was reported a
Pennsylvania Railroad  train
approaching the Phoenixville sta-
tion halted for a full five minutes so
passengers and crew could observe
the unusual spectacle.

From information at hand there
was no particular celebration of the
borough’s 6&0-Fear anniversary,
except for two episodes, both relat-
ing to electricity. At midnight of
December 51st, 1599, the Schuylkill
Valley INluminating Company shut
down electricity for one minute to
mark the coming of the new century.
The following evening, January 1,
1900, a town parade proceeded
proudly along Bridge Street under a
canopy of light provided by newlr
installed arc lighta.

The new century saw further
developments. The science of illumi-
nation progresaed to the point that a
large electric plant using turbogen-
erators was built upstream on the
Schuylkill River at Cromby.
Increazed numbers of motor vehicles
triggered major reconstruction of
highwawvs., Communications made
advances, and a telephone directory,
a thin one, was printed in
Phoenizville. The first telephones
had been installed in 1883 for four
subscribera: the iron company, the
bridge company, Oberholtzers drug

25 i

The Vanderslice howze
to be wired for electricity.




An Indian Head was used on the
penny, and the nickel had an Indian
Head on the obverze and o buffala
an the reverze side.

store, and the home of Dr. Nathan
Pennypacker. And in the rear 19035
there was an aviation landmark:
Orville and Wilbur Wright made the
firat heavier-than-air flight at Kitty
Hawlk, North Carolina.

Ag the Indian Wars drew to a
close, and horses disappeared from
the strects, a longing for the old way
of life set in. So when the United
States mint redesigned coins and
used a likeneas of Abraham Lincoln
instead of the Indian Head on pen-
nies, people protested. In order to
placate them the mint put into cir-
culation five-cent pieces with an
Indian Head on one side and an
American buffalo, symbol of the old
Wild West, on the other.

Traveling Wild West shows
became a favorite form of entertain-
ment in this nostalge period, and
Phoenixzville played host to William
(Buffalo Bill) Cody whose demon-
stration of sharp shooting outshone
all the rest. The event took place on
Starr Street, south of Bridge Strest,
in a fenced-off fleld below the crest
of the hill.

Buffalo Bill could hit a moving
ohject while mounted on a speeding
horae, and a young lady sharp shoot-
erin the troupe, Annie Gakley, could
almost unerringly shatter balls
thrown in the air. She was accurate
943 times out of a thouzand.

Historical society member Dave
Frees Jr. tells the story of lis grand-
parents, at a voung age, atbempting
to see the show without entering the
fairgrounds. The Foung couple
joined a group seated on a slope

above the field where thevy had a
fairly good view of what went on.
Since the horses they were accus-
tomed to seeing were the type that
pulled milk wagons, they were real-
I talken aback that Buffalo Bill,
observing the free-loadera, quite
gasily jumped his magnificent weat-
ern steed over the fence and dis-
persad them.

The young lady in the Wild Weast
show was the real Annie Clakley, the
prototype of the Annie Oakley of
musical comedy fame playved by
Ethel Merman in Annie Get Your
Gun. The Annie Cakley in the
motion picture of the same title was
played by Betty Hutton.

Phoenixville's induatries reached
a production peak in the vears
before World War 1. Many other
manufacturers had joined the
Phoenix Iron and Bridge Companies
inn their favorable location near the
Schuylkill River, and they produced
wares that were marketed nation-
wide,

Textile plants made stockings,
underwear, and pretty silk ribbons.
The Dettra Flag Company of Oaks
made flags and bunting and must
have had large local sales since
Phoenixville had so many parades.
There were factories that turned out
iron and tin commoedities, and in the
category of edibles, there were candy
makers, bread bakeries, and proces-
sors of bacon and pork products.
Since most were in flourishing con-
dition when the anniversary year of
1949 was reached, there was a real
basis for a big celebration.
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The people of Phoenixville
arranged a week-long program of
events to honor the borongh’s 100th
anniveraary, making lavish use of
out-ofstate talent and inviting the
most influential of available public
speakers.

The Daily Republican was then
the only daily newspaper serving
northern Chester County, and the
Republican printed a huge souvenir
edition dated Saturday, July 2,
1949, with sections from “A" to “F"
that dealt with history, education,
health, fire departments, etc. A let-
ter of congratulations from
President Harry Truman was on
page one.

The seven-day festival extended
from Sunday, July 3, to Saturday,
July 9. Sunday was church day, and
Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant
gorvices were conducted at the
Washington Field Athletic grounds.

The Most Reverend J. Carroll
MeCormick, Auxiliary Bishop of
Philadelphia, celebrated an outdoor
mass at 11 AM. At 2:30 PM Rabbi
Israel F. Botwinick conducted
Jewish services. At T:30 PM
Theodore B. McKeldin of Baltimore,

The real Annie Qakley from
o Wild Wesé Show brochure
purchazed in 1903,



a Christian laFman, lawwver, and
nationally known speaker, conduct-
ad Protestant services sponsored by
the Phoenizville  Ministerial
Asgociation.

There were three parades that
week., Monday, which was the
Fourth of July, was devoted to mili-
tary matters. Maj. Gen. Dawid
Strickler, commander of the
Pennsylvania MNational Guard,
reviewed regular army, navy and
marine detachments, supplement-
ed by five units from the National
Guard and twenty drum and
bugle corps. The reviewing stand
was erected on Main Street oppo-
site Rooves Park.

Thursday waa Governor'a Day
in tribute to Gov. Jamea H. Duff,
A pcivic parade that had four
thousand in the line of march was
reviewed by the governor from a
platform erected in Washington
Field. After the parade the gover-
nor addressed an assemblage of
cheering citizens.

Saturday had an immense
Fireman's Parade that showed off
equipment from  fiftF-eight
Chester County companies.

An umasual and very well-
patronized feature of the festival
waek was an historical pageant pre-
sented for five evenings at
Washington Field. Called “Through
the Years with Phoenixville,” it had
a cast of 630 actors and actresses
recruited from the borough and its
surrounding townships. The show
lasted one and one-half hours.
Pageant directors were a couple of
voung professionals from the John
B. Rogers Company of Fostoria,
Ohio.

While narrators recited the histo-
ryv of the borough, the costumed cast
indicated the action with mute mea-
tures, or pantomime. There were
five narratora, one of them being our
present-day nonagenarian, Jack
Morris. Eighteen episodes outlined
the story, beginning with the
Indians, the first aattlers, and so on.
Karl Yarnall, famous for his
Etruscan Majolica  collections,
played General George Washington.

A liat of all who took part in thia
portion of the festival was recorded
in the Daily Republican souvenir
edition which might interest our
penealogists.

The glorious celebration of that
July week in 1949 was carried out
with aplomb despite the fact that
American iron and steel induatries
ware suffering ssthacks from which
many would never recover.
Succesaful competition with cheap
foreipgn steel was no longer posaible.

Samuel J. Reeves II, fourth gen-

1111

Immigration from foreign lands
halted before World War I, and our
population leveled off after 1980, On
the other hand, school enrollment in
Phoenixville and ites surrounding
townships almost doubled. A new
high school was built in 18568 to
replace an old nilding on Mutt Road
that had served since 1911, After
only eleven years the new school
was enlarged.

The people of Phoenixville
always excelled in asports, and they
sponsored haseball and foothall
teams from earliest wears. They
were likewise music lovers and
had a town band that was orga-
nizaed two vears hefore the town
was incorporated, or in 1847, It
was called The Phoenix Braas

Band until the players enlisted as
a proup in the early darys of the
Civil War. Upon their return they
were called The Phoonix Military
Band and retained that title for
their lifeapan. So it was almoat
inevitable that their high school
foothall games wounld have a supe-

for the borowgh's centennial.

eration member of the family to be
president of Phoenix Iron Company,
died in an auto accident in 1944, The
firm changed handas several times
after his death until, in 1949,
Phoenix Iron and Stecl Works
became a subsidiary of Barium Steel
Corporation. In 1986 the entire
plant closed, except for the tube
rolling mill which lasted some Fears
longer.

The Phoenix Bridge Company
succumbed in 1962, Other commer-
rial enterprises in Phoenixville, and
up and down the river, failed, or
moved away to places where labor
was cheaper. The Schurlkill River
valley lost its statua as an induatrial
artery.

Phoenixville, however, was
named for a mythological bird that
wag destroyed by fire and then arose
again from ita own ashes. Whether
the citizens of that day knew it or
not, forces were already at work that
would give the borough a chance for
a new life. Instead of a steel town,
we would be an historic town, and
would have a bright future.

5

Rendition of the Phoenix Bird drawn

rior type of band entertainment

during intermissions. The mid-

time musicians were named The
Phoenixville Dancing Band.

The idea for a dancing band was
conceived by Walter 5. Sample,
music nstructor, who joined the
Phoenizville High School staff in
1936. He found enough second-hand
instruments to place a 30-piece
marching hand on Washington Field
for the Thanksgiving Dlay game of
that wear. The original band
mnereased in numbers and improved
in quality of sound, and the players
found ways to raize money from the
townspeople in order to buy new
instruments and uniforms.

Sample was pleazed with his
pupils, and he decided they should
replace the measured tread of
marching with simple dance steps.
First they danced to the music of
Let's All Sing Like the Birdies Sing.
MNext they waltzed to the tune of The
Band Played On. Everrone who saw
them was enchanted and their fame
spread.

In 1945 a dancing band from
Phoenixville performed at the
University of Pennsylvania Cultural
Olvmpics, and also during the inter-
migaion at the Penn-Columbia game
in Franklin Field. Again, the follow-



ing wear, the “Purple and Whita”
dancers performed for 65,000 foot-
ball fans at the Virginia-Penn game.
They also put on a show on the
Boardwalk in Atlantic City, and on
another occasion, on the Million
Dollar Pier.

(Other bands copied them, nsing
different dance atepa and different
music. In later years the Jayceea
sold car plates for a fund-raiser that
identified Phoenizville as “Home of
the Original Dancing Band.” The
voung people provided a pleasant
interlude while the borough wasina
state of transition.

The reincarnation that was
promizsed by the mythological
FPhoeniz Bird began with that mam-
moth project, the cleaning of the
Schurlkill. Few people today
remember the condition of the river
in the early part of the century.

..'" 7

ﬁ'ﬂ;

SR
e
=

i
5

s
=)
e
i ! I

UFWILLE HGH STHp H

PHOENY [l_frpENNA

The High Scheol band in 1955,

The mining and transportation of
coal in the upper regions had caused
a build-up of silt that clogged upper
river porta to the extent that they
were shut down. Further down-
stream, other industries had pollut-
ed the waters with discharges of
waste material. Game fish, and
other aguatic life, were extin-
guished. The entire length smelled
bad and was unfit for navigation.

Legislation to remedy the situa-
tion was a favorite project of Gowv.
Duff. After a Desilting and a Clean
Streams Act were passed, bulldozers
dug huge hasins at many points
along the river to hold the culm, or
coal dust, dredged from the bottorm.
Br 1961 sixty million dollars had
been spent on the undertaking, but
the water at last met health stan-
dards. Work to beautify the banks 1s

ongoing.

Other measures were taken to
restore the natural charm of the
river valley, and a huge preserva-
tion and enhancement program was
begun. Philadelphia built its beauti-
ful Franklin Parkway; upcountry
townas revamped historic districts.
The history of rural villages was
researched and they were placed on
the national register of historic
sitaa,

Many new associations and con-
gervation trusts date to this period.
The Schurlkill Greenway
Association, parent of the Schuyllkill
Heritage Corridor, is the largest in
thiz area. The Schuylkill Canal
Aszsociation iz just across the river
from the borough. Phoenixville now
has its own historical society, and
there are a host of other very active
local groups, such as PARDCO,
PICTA, and PRIDE.



This Fear we are honoring our
sesquicentennial, and we look ahead
to the 200th anniversary of the bor-
ough in 2049, What does the future
hold in atore?

There will certainly be changes
just as in the past. Our ancestora
lived in the nfancy of the telephone,
glectricity, and aviation, and see
what happened. Telephone comrmn-
nication is now worldwide; electrici-
t¥ is gpenerated with nuclear fiasion;
rocket ships fly through outer apace
to distant planets.

Right at present we exist in the
infaney of the computer, and this
extraordinary invention promises to
lead to an explosion of knowledge.

Also at present we have an inter-
gat in preservation and enhance-
ment. This, too, will become
stronger. Fifty years from now our
town is lileely to be 50 in order it will
look like the shiniest in a whole
palaxy of stars.

o1y Sttt e

CREDITS

The Daily Republican, Cenfenninl
Souvenir BEdition, July 2, 1949

The Ewvening Phoenix, Centennial
Edition, October 3, 1988

Buffalo Bill's Wild West, Hisforical
Sketches and Programme

Fless and Ridge Printing Company,
MY, 1804

Old buildings that
have been restored:
the Phoenix Iron
Company foundry
building, a cabinet
shop turned into o
home, the Gay Street
Sechoal, a mansion
on the Reeves' estate.



MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

ing new members: Harold C.
Lampe Jr., Dorothy Holland,
The Shop Around the Corner,
Michael GQuay, Ted Byrne, Don
Crabtree, Mrs. Dalton Andrewa,

With regret we report the death
of Katherina Pazson and
Wilhelmina Eaches, both Charter
Members.,

The Phoenixville Community
Health Foundation has renewed ita
membership as SPONS0R.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas MeAwvoy
have renewed as CONTRIBUTORS.
Mr. and Mra. William Ewvans have
renewed az FRIENDS,

A Special Contribution was made
by John and Peg MacDonald in
memory of Katherine Pazson.

PENNYPACKER
REUNION

at Journeay of Lyons,
1T) Colorado, who i3 a descen-
dant of Hendrick and Ewve

ﬂ hearty welcome to the follow-

(MUmstadt) Pannebacker, as the
name was spelled in early days, haa
spent over a wear arranging for a
reunion of the Pennypacker family.

The meeting place will he
Pennypacker Mille, near
Schwenksville, PA, and the dates
will be Friday, July the Znd, through
Sunday, July the 4th. We under-
stand Ms. Joumeay has contacted
over two thousand descendants of
the original Pannebaker couple who
arrived in the TTSA in 1699 and set-
tled in Germantown, PA.

Gov., Samuel Pennypacker and
Civil War peneral (Galusha
Pennrpacker, both of whom apent

part of their lives in Phoenixville,
are six generations removed from
the original Hendrick and Eve. Since
they were illustrious members of the
family, we expect larme numbers of
the Schwenkaville viaitors will visit
Phoenixville. For this reason our
mmizenum will be open both Saturday
and Sunday of the first weelkend in
July, and we will have on display a
loan collection of General Galusha
Pennypacker's war memorabilia.

General Galusha Pennypacker

TOURS

PAST & UPCOMING

ne Saturday, last May,
@ PRIDE. Aasociation con-
ducted their annual Historic
Homes Tour, which included private
homes, the Foundry building, the
Colonial Theatre, and our historical
gociaty.

The same day Philadelphia Open
House Tours, an annual event apon-
sored by Friends of Independence
MNational Park, included Phoeniwcville
as one of their attractions. They vis-
ited the same historic buildings that

were apen for PRIDE,

The brochure advertising the
various destinations described our
town in glowing terms: “Historic
Phoenixville — the charm of a
Victorian town in renaissance —
fine examples of Victorian and
Gothic Revival architacture — pri-
vate houses that are lovingly
restored and decorated.”

Sorme who subacribed for the tour
came in their own cars; others came
in four chartered luxury buses.
Memberas of our historical society
boarded the huses when ther
approached Phoenixville to act as
guidea, They were David Frees Jr.,
Barbara Cohen, Pete Brown, and
Joe Puleo.

A Tunch for the bus travelers was
served at Columbia Station. The
other tour-goers dined at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church.

UPCOMING TOLUR

hursday, July &, there will
T be a town walk and a discus-
sion of the history and archi-
tecture of ten to sizteen businesses
and stores along the eastern end of
Bridge Street. Members of our soci-
ety will be tour guides. The annual
gvent is sponsored by the Chester
County Tourist Bureau.

SEMINAR
:I'_“ our of our Board members

will attend a workshop for
non-profits to be held at
the Valley Forge Christian College
June 16th and 17th from 8:30 to 4:30
each dax.

Vizit us or the web!

www.voicenet.com/™dstav

The Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area
P.O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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