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December Meeting

he guarterly meeting will Jones has become a wall-known,
T take place Wednesday, and ezceedingly well-liked public
December 9th, at 7:50 M, in =~ speaker. He will present a slide/
the social hall at Church and Main  lecture on the subject of mills, and
Streats. we are sure our members will have

The speaker will be Christopher  an enjoyable evening.

Jones, a very active member of the
Pikeland Historical Society. Mr.
Jones came to this area twenty
vears ago and purchased the old
miller’s house next to the ruins of a
grist mill a short distance from
French Creelk in EKimberton, He is
an archaeologist at the University of
Pennsylvania, and his profesaional
interest as well as his home setting
inspired him to hegin a study of old
grist mills. Thia led to the discovery
that there are forty such structures

High Class
and We Helped

any guests arrived in formal
M attire at a “Celebration of

Information™ party that took

in our area. TR
Celebration Wish List

Committee lease help the members of our

bill to make Phoenixville a CP seaquicentennial committes

ﬂ borough was wvoted upon by looking through your attics

favorably in the Legislature fior the following items on their wish list

at Harrisburg on March &, 1849,
Bwverr fifty vears since that data the

Photographs, artifacts or items
(such as diaries or papers) relating

town has celebrated milestones ,Df to the following:

the event, and next vear, 1999, will « Phoenisville’s Tndustrs: textils
be its 180th, or seaguicentennial, fron, abt i :
anniversary. The Borough is plan- -Trmspﬁmﬁml

ning a birthday bash. * Businessas, stores, restaurants

. .I, ﬁ,s pER e the g?r%erztl fes- » Cultural happenings; theatera,
tivities will be special exhibits in our picnics, ate.

mugenm that recall to mind impor- -I'l-'ﬁlitar:'-f

tant events of 1849 to 1999, i

# Jur ethnic diversity; the people
We have a committes in change of i o

who lived and worked here

this project and the members are « Churel
Becky Manley, chairman; Dawvid 'Bm%sles
Frees, Jr., Lois Donovan, Margie o 2chals

Rohrbach, Ann Eline, Pete Brown,

and Ifeg Trunk. An invitation i We will he displaying these items in
hereby extended to other memhbers the museum (space permitting)

place last October in  the
Plhoenixville Public Library. The
affair was arranged by the library's
Friends’ Association, and it was a
fund raizer whose proceeds will he
used to start a permanent endow-
ment fund. Such financial aid 1= nec-
essary in this age when dissemina-
tion of information has become
increasingly important.

The guests danced to the mellow
music of the Pat Kennedy Trio. The
restaurants that are making
Fhoenizville famons for fine dining
vied with each other to supply
gourmet delicacies,

The Historical Society of the
Fhoenpoville Area confributed unique
decorations for the large main hall of
the library. Becky Manley took pic-
tures of historic scenes in our
archives' photography collections.
Many of the scenes she duplicatad
ware as old, or even older, than the
library building itself, which goes
back to the year 1900. About twenty
of Becky's picetures were enlarged
digitally and printed electronically,
compliments of a former colleague of
library director John Eelley.

They were a welcome ice-breaker
and conversation plece at the gala,
and all of the poster-sized scenes of
Phoenizville were later turned over
to HSPA,

to join the workforce. throughout the year.

OFFICE
AND MUSEUM
The office is cpan Wednasdays and Fridays
batween 9 AK and 3 P.M.

The museun is opan tha first Sunday of
evary manlth batween 1 and 4 PM,, and on
Wadnaadays arnd Fridays the same hours ag
the coffica, Appointrments may be arrangesd for
cthar dates and haurs,




hoenixville was incorporated
:p as a horough in 1849, The
date iz easy to remember

because the Gold Bush was then in
progress and the men who partici-
pated in the mass movement west-
ward have ever aince been called
“Forty-MNiners.”

The accidental discovery of gold
at faroff Sutter’= Mill, California,
was an irresistible lure to young
men in all parts of the United States
and Canada, and in manf other
places in the world.

Phoenixville for many years had
shown an interest in wilderness ter-
ritories of the United States that
used to extend clear to the Pacific
(Ocaan. The General Pike Hotel, our
town'a most commodious wayside
tavern, was named for Zebulon M.
Pike, a young army general who
axplored the West. Fika climbed the
summit of the Rocly Mountains in
central Colorado in 1508, and the
apex received the name “Pike’s
Pealk.” Our General Pike Hotel was
built the same year by an admirer of
this explaoit.

Phoenizville had three native
sons in the Gold Rush, and our
March 1997 newsletter relates their
story. The adventurers were the off-
spring of Edward 5. and Bridget
Green who lived at the corner of St
Mary's and Green Streeta. Isaac
Wistar, the hero of this story, was
also a Forty-Winer. He was a
Philadelphia wyouth, but had ties to
Chester County because of his early
schooling at the Westtown Boarding
Arademy near West Cheater. Wistar
wrote a day-hy-day record of eventa
on his long journey. He was, as far

WiV
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as we know, the only Forty-Miner in
our general area to do a0, and his
journal is treasured by today's atu-
dents of American history.

The United States was small in
1549, Even the largest of today's
eastern cities were then no more
than provinclal towns, occupying
only fractions of their present areas.
Florida, and the vast territory callaed
Louisiana, had only recently been
acquired. The atate of Virginia had
not wyet been divided, so Wast
Virginia did not exist. Minnesota,
Iowa, Missouri, and Arkansas were
frontier statea, and regions further
west  were Indian  territory.
BRailroads were in their infancy.
Populations clung closely to the
streams that were used for water
power, and alao as avennes of travel.
Phoeniz Iron Company, in 1849,
made nothing but iron. Mo iron-
works in the country manufactured
stee] prior to the time the Beasemer
procezs permitted larme-guantity
production.

Isaac Wistar heard the amazing
news that gold had been found in
California while he was traveling
through Georgia and Florida. He
and a group of eleven other daring
and ambitions young men instantly
made plans to head west. They
pledged to rendegzvous at the fron-
tier city of Independence, Missouri,
in the spring of the year. Each of
them was to bring one hundred daol-
lars plus a gun and ammunition.

California in 1849 was to east
erners a distant and exotic land. Its
meager, Spanish-speaking popula-
tion was supported by fur trading
and ranching and occasionally

106 Tear Phocnixville
Secalne 4 Dorough

ahd California Lxperienced
A Gold Rush

With Illustrations by Jack Shenkle

Yankee ships atopped at the
wharves of San Francisco. Only
recently this territory, and mdeed
the entire southwestern corner of
the North American continent had
been ceded to the United States by
Mexico following the Treaty of 1845
that ended the Mexican War. At an
garlier time monks belonging to the
order of Saint Francis had estab-
lished missions along the Pacific
coast.

Thres routes to California were
available to the Forty-Niners. One
was an ocean voyage of 17,000 miles
around Cape Horn. Another sea trip,
a short cut, could be made by sailing
to Central America, crossing the
Isthmus of Panams, and taking a
ghip up the Pacific coast to San
Francisco, This 5,000 mile trek cost
about $400.00,

The route chosen by Wistar’s
party, and also by the Green broth-
ers of Phoenizville, was an overland
passage using primitive trails. In
each case our local adwenturers
made their return trips by way of
Panama. An estimated 42,000 who
arrived in California during the
Gold Bush took sea routes, and
about 36,000 came by land. It is not
lenown how many of those who start-
ed failed to survive the rigora of the
journey.

Though appalled at his plan,
Isaac Wistar's father gave him one
hundred dollars. A family friend
gave him a particularly fine rifle of
one-half ounce caliber. The traveling
companion of the 21-year-old Isaac
was Willlam Gambel, 28, a medical
doctor. William was asaistant cura-
tor of Philadelphia’s Academy of



MNatural Sciences.

The pair made use of public
transportation, the kind that was
available in 1549, They boarded a
Baltimore & Ohio railroad train in
Philadelphia and rode to the termi-
nus of this railroad at the base of the
Allegheany Mountains in
Cumberland, Maryland. A public
stagecoach took them through the
mountaing - they walked up steep
slopes to spare the horses - to
Wheeling, Virginia, where they
reached the Ohio River and trana-
ferred to cheaper and speedier river
steamboats, Three different steam-
boat lines were needed to get them
to their meeting place in Missouri.

They left one boat and boarded
another in Cincinnati, Ohio. Wiatar
spent the time caunsed by a layover
there to purchase a wagon, and it
waa one actually being used on
Cincinnati streets. It was a light,
strong, short-coupled vehicle, and he
took it with him on the next two
steamhboat rides, and then all the
way to California. Only two wagons

belonging to Wistar's party reached
the finish line, and this Cincinnati-
built vehicle was one of them.

A DMiasisaippi River boat took
them to St Louis, where they
changed to a Missouri River boat
moing to Independence.

These steamhboats were cargo
shipas, but in 1849 were crowded
with passengers like Wistar and his
frienda who were headed to
Independence to join the Gold Rush.
Cholera, raging throughout the
nation, broke out on board ship, and
its effect was quick and deadly.
Some 14 or 20 poor fellows died. The
corpaes ware laid out on deck until
buried in shallow holes dug by the
deck hands on river islands.

The reat of Wistar's party had
already arrived at Independence
and had purchased supplies when
Wistar and Gambel got there. They
could not start for Califomnia, how-
evar, until they procured and broke
to harness a herd of mules.

There were aixteen men in
Wiatar's party when they left

Independence. The oldest, not count-
ing Dr. Gambel, was 22 wears old.
They had five wagons, thirty-five
Spanish mules, a number of Indian-
bred horses, and a white mare.
Apcording to information written in
Isaac Wistar's lettera and diary,
they left early in the morning of
April 26th, but their first day was
marred by continual rain. The mules
had slippery footing when climbing
hills and were slowed down by the
countlesa mudholes. After traveling
five miles ther made camp, covered
with mud, wet, disgusted, and worn
out. And they still had to find water
and wood, take care of the animals
and hamess, set a guard, and pre-
pare supper before retiring.

Their mules, as Wistar has
recorded, were wild, unbroken two-
year-olds, and were the best to be
had in Miasouri at that time, butnot
more than five or six had ever felt a
collar. While in Independence the
novice Forty-Niners had lassoed and
thrown them and put them in har
ness by sheer force, and they were

Hunting the buffalo
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gradually reduced to a condition
that might be called “hostile subjec-
tion.” In the main the mules vielded
to force, but they still maintained a
spirit of subdued revolt, alwavs on
the lookout for a chance to bolt for
liberty. The men had one advantage.
An 8-year-old mare, white for easy
recognition, traveled with them.

The mule iz a hybrid animal, the
offspring of a jackass and a mare.
Mules have a great attachment to
mares, aa to them they are a moth-
er-fimire. The Fortr-Niners attached
a bell to the mare's collar. At every
stop ther picketed her and she
would be immediately surrounded
by her admiring foster sons who
fought for positions close to her and
were terrified by any separation.

If a scare occurred, the mulea
watched her rather than the sup-
posed cause. If the mare remained
unconcerned as she usually did, they
soon  calmed down, but if she
stratched her neck and pricked up
her ears, they were alarmed and all
too frequently broke loose from the
corral and vanished from sight. The

men would then awing the bell on
the mare’s neclk, and hearing the
sound, the truants would return on
their own accord.

Wistar's party made a fresh
start, and two momings later the
wagon train pulled out of their first
camp site. By May 6th they had
crossed the Missouri state line into
Indian territory.

The rains continued and much
time was spent getting the wagons
out of the mud. When digging and
prving was to no avail they double-
teamed the mules and all hands
pushed on the wheels. Seemingly
impassable sloughs they filled with
bruzh, dragging the vehicles acrosa,
sometimes three teams to a wagon.

Fortunately the mules became
tamer. Thev at last learned to give a
good pull all together rather than
kick and bite and try to jump over
each other's backs as was their for-
mer practice. Two of the men had
had enough fun, however, and con-
cluded to go back home.

Finally, one night, the weather
cleared. The men built fires and

dried clothes and blankets by moon-
light, sending up clouds of steam.

They left Missouri on the old,
well-heaten Santa Fe Trail and by
May 9th arrived at its junction with
the Oregon Trail which they would
follow as far as the Rocky
Mountaina, On the far side of the
Rockies they would transfer to the
California Trail that croased the
Sierra-Nevada Mountains and led
them to Sacramento and San
Francisco.

Along the way our men made the
unwelcome discovery that a large
carmp below them was infested with
cholera. Five of those men had died,
two just the previous evening. Then
a man took sick in thelr own camp,
and they sent him with a friend back
to the last house they had passed in
Missouri, a one-room log cabin. Ta
empty a wagon and haul him back to
Independence would cause too much
delay. Their time was limited. They
had waited to start until the grass
was green enough for pasture and
muat finish their journey before the
first snows.



While still in Missouri the Forty-
Niners had been told the grim story,
well known even today, of the
Donner party who went out from
Nlineis in mid-summer of 1846 and
was stranded in the mountains by
early snow storms. As supplies ran
ont, surviving members, all of whom
evantually perished, resorted to can-
nibalism in their final daya.

The sick man did recover, and he
and his companion rejoined the
wagon train using two spare mules
that had been left with them in case
this happy event should occur. It
was easy for the pair to overtake
their outfit since loaded wagonsz
move along at a slow pace.

Mar 12th thev camped within a
few miles of the Kaw, or Eansas
Biver, an upstream tributary of the
Misaissippi, and planned to croas it
the next morning.

There was a small scow at the
crossing, capable of transporting
wagons without the teams. 4 large
train of California-bound men
camped behind Wistars group and
also waited to cross the Eaw. Two
heavy wagons pulled by oxen came
up in the rear, passed, and camped
ahead of them.

The next morning they found
more trains in the area, all squah-
bling for precedence when ready to
move, Words were high and

wesapons were drawn, but Wistar's
party, though small in numbers, was

well organized and had a captain
who did the talking. By sheer diplo-
macy he won the right to go first.
One by one, the firstplace squad
sent unloaded wagons across on the
scow, the last trip taking the com-
bined contenta. The mules who had
been left behind with a guard were
then taken to a ford where mounted
men led the way across the river
while the rest of the men pushed the
mules in by force and then prevent-
ed them from turning and reclimb-
mng the bank. All passed safely
although the excitement was streas-
ful to the mules’ nervous systems.

A strange contrast to the labori-
ous exertions of the white men was
the ease with which the native
American Indians existed in the
same environment. A group of
mounted Pottawatomies obaerved
the river crossing and sauntered
about in ornamented white deer-
skins, intensaly amusad at the tribu-
lations of the white men. One follow
in feathered headdress was delight-
ed to see young Isaac Wistar acci-
dentally tumble into the water; he
had difficulty concealing his hilarity
as he felt Wiatar down to see how
wet he waa.

Pottawatomies were a friendly
tribe as were the tribes of the Great
Sioux Nation, some of whom
Wistar's party met on their journey.
The Pottawatomies and Sioux were
as opposed to intractable tribes as

ey
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A camp in the Wild West

the white men were. Wistar writes
that without the intervention of the
friendly Sioux, no group of eastarn-
ers could have crossed the country in
1549 except with an army.

Wiatar encountered hoatile tribes
after completing the first hundred
milea. They were Pawneas,
Cheyennes, Arapahos, and
Shoshonees (called Diggers), and
congtituted a constant source of dan-
gar. Thev inhahited Rocly Mountain
regions and places further west, The
Wistar party lost a man to an
[ndian’s arrow. The attacker was a
Digrer and the tragedy occurred in
the Humboldt Mountains at night-
time, when the unfortunate fellow
was standing watch.

Mag 158th the Forty-Miners calcu-
lated that so far they had averaged
gight miles per day. Wistar conclud-
ed they could make better time if
they joined another wagon train,
and a merger was arranged with a
larger outfit from Indiana that had
tenn wagons. The two groups halted
for a day and drew up a set of rules
for peaceful settlement of quarrels,
division of labor, assignment of
guard duty, and the like. They elect-
ed a captain, a doctor, a wagon mas-
ter, and a secretary.

The new regulations required the
Captain to send men ahead at camp-
ing time to find suitable grounds
with pasture grass, firewood, and
watar for man and beast. Each night
the wagons would be parked in a
large circle, or oval, and the enclo-
sure thus made fenced off with poles
and chaina, leaving only one opening
where the guard would stand. Fires
for cooking would be consigned to
the outside, and the inner portion of
the enclosure reserved for an animal
corral.

Travel was easier with the new
rules in foree. The combined wagon
train reached the headwaters of the
Platte River by June Gth. They had
passed the prairies of the
Mississippi River wvalley, and were
approaching Fort Laramie and the
foothills of the Hocky Mountains,
which they would come to June
15th.

Before crossing the Rocky
Mountains our Forty-Ninera had
planned to exchanpge their wagons
for mules and pack saddles, which
they had heard could be obtained at
the fort. The British-owned



Hudson’s Bay Company had for
many vears maintained Fort
Laramie as a fur trading station.
Chur Forty-MNiners, however, learned
that the fort had been taken over by
the United States government for a
military post and would not be able
to oblige them.

Somewhat dismayed the
California-bound fortune seeckers
rezigned themselves to the fact that
their failure to obtain pack animala
meant they must take wagons over
mountain trails sunitable only for
mules. They set about making
preparations for the difficult climb.

All goods not vitally important
weare discarded in order to lighten
their loads. They shod the mules
with iron shoes brought along from
Missouri and they added to their
stores of Jerked’ meat, which waa
strips of buffalo meat dried in the
S

Until this part of the journey the
Forty Niners had subsisted on the
flour and bacon they carried in the
wagons and the fish and other amall
pame plentiful in the prairies.
Buffalo was available after they
reached the Platte River in present-
day Mebraska, and they used buffalo
chips idried dung) as fuel for camp-
fires. Antelopes roamed the moun-
tainous parts of the West.

June 15th the wagon trail rolled
out, headed for the hilla. They
crossed the Continental Divide June
20th, and by July 1st were beyond
the Rockies.

Ironically, one of the worst inci-
dents of the enfire croas-country
trek was suffered, not in the hilla
nor in the vast desert vet to coma,
but at the Green River in the terr-
tory of Wroming.

Br the latter half of their journey
the men were cxperts at crossing
water, a0 they approached the obsta-
cle with confidence. But this head-
water of the Colorado River i= wide
and deep with a rushing current,
and the water was icy cold.

The first batch of mules to be
pushed into the river ohjected to the
plunge, but continued to swim until
they mot to the main current where
most of them, ncluding the hell
mare, were rolled over. They came
back to the bank, their ears filled
with water. The same happened toa
second batch.

At this point one of the Forty-
Miners, who was a fine horseman
and a good swimmer, fastened the
bell on hiz own neck and undertool
to awim across on the bell mare. At
mid-stream the powerful current
rolled the mare over and unseated
the rider. The frightened mules who
were following them started to pile
on top of the man with the bell.

MNarrowly avoiding disaster, the
swimmer turned on his back and
kiclkked water in the mules’ faces
until he got some room. Seizing the
mare’s tail, he ‘guartered’ her
(steered her in a zigrag course)
ahead of the mules to a place down-
stream where she could climb

Izaae J. Wistar at age 25

ashore,

Three mules and two horses ware
drowned. Seven landed on a river
iasland, and one horse came out of
the river on the same side he started
fromm.

The wagons had beon caulked,
which transformed them into boats.
Ag they floated downstream they
were snagmed when thev got within
casting distance of men awaiting
them on shore.

July 29th the two wapon trains
reluctantly parted company. They
ware forced to do 3o becanse Wistar's
gronp was rnning out of rations
and could press on more apeedily if
traveling by themselves. They had
sacrificed a0 many provisions in
order to lighten their loads that thew

g

now had leas than a months sup-
plies.

A 260-mile-long desert lay ahead.
The remnants of the once-large
wapgon train spent moat of the day
August 10th cutting and curing
grass and packing it in the wagons.
They filled all their water vessals
and, at 3 PM, rolled out onto the
desert which was a bare and sandy
waste, Even the mulea became
depressed and bellowed mournfially.

At midnight the moon came up
and became a cheering aid to the
continuous march. They halted for
half an hour every four hours, and
during that rest period moistened
the mules’ mouths and greased the
wagon wheels, if necesaary.

August 11th was intensely hot
with swirling dust columns swesp-
ing over the desert, and with occa-
gional beds of lobae and treacherous
gand. 4 sandy ridge to the west lim-
ited their view, but ther could gaze
upwards and see far, far bevond a
geries of snow-topped summits that
woere the Sierra-Nevada Mountains.

August 13th they toiled painfully
over the brow of the ridge and sud-
denly discerned, scarcely aiz miles
diatant, a long line of cottonwoods
whose waving branches beclkoned
them on to the cool waters they
Inew muat bathe their roots. A bray
of joy from the mules showed they,
too, understond the desert was
passed. They broke into a run and
reached a fine stream of running
cold water, fresh from the snowy
peaks.

BEveryone, man and beast,
plunged bodily into the stream and
drank all that he could, while urging
others to be careful and not drink
too much. Fortunately Spanish
mules do not founder (overindulge).

August 19th the wagon train was
crossing the Sierra-Nevada
Mountams. They sighted what they
took to be the campgrounds of the
ill-fated Donner party, but hurried
on, afraid to delay their own sched-
ula.

Wiatar's party followed a trail
down the western-facing slope of the
Sierras despite warnings that wag-
ons could not be nsed on the steep
descent. It was indeed diffieult. They
were constantly unloading and
reloading. At one place they took the
wagons apart and carried the pieces,



plua the contents, on their own
backa. At other apots brakes were
improvised from tree trunks fas-
tened to the rear axles. Sometimes
thevy braked the wagons with an
ingenious arrangement of ropes and
pulleya called a “Spanish windlass.”

The rope snapped on one decline
and a wagon flew around and rolled
over, ending up among some pine
trees. The top was demolished, the
harness broken, and the wheel
mules cut and bruised. The driver
saved himself by jumping over the
off-mule and alighting in some chap-
arral. That night they camped on a
rocky cleft and made repairs by the
light of their camp fire.

Aupust 26th Wistar and his
friends came to the end of their jour-
ney. At a small stream near the base
of the mountain they found men
washing gravel in pans, and thers
was a glint of gold in the receptacles.
Ther had arrived! The trip took 114
days, Ten men, twenty-four mules,
three horass, and two wagons of the
original party made it to California.

Cur Forty-Winers did find gold,
but not enough to make them mil-
lionaires. Wistar remained in
California for a ime and built a saw
mill there. Then he continued his
travels, wisiting the American
Morthwest, Mexico, and Central
America. In the fall of 1862 he was
back in San Francisco. He studied
law and waz admitted to the
California bar. In 1587 he at last
returned to Philadelphia via the
Panamanisn route.

The Gold Rush is now a part of
American history, and has ewven
crossed the borderline between fact
and fiction to become part of
American folklore, The motion ple-
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Gen. Zebulon Pike and the General Pike Hotel

tures and musical comedies that we
call Westerns carry on the folklore
traditions.

Here, once again, Phoenixville is
involved. The moat authentic
Weasterns star was William (Buffalo
Bill) Cody. Cody's bovhood home
was in Kansas, and in early life he
was a Pony Express rider and a US
Army scout. In later life, between
1883 and 1913, Cody toured large
cities of the world with a troupe of
hand-picked reenactors. His perfor-
mances were called Wild West
Shows.

Cody, it turns out, knew our
county well since he had relatives
living in West Chester. He bronght
the show to the town whose incorpo-
ration date was 1349 and gave a per-
formance. We do not know whether
the locale was the field behind the
General Pike Hotel or whether it
was the old Union Club football field

in the center of town. But we do
know for certain that the finest
Westerns performer of all time
staged a Wild West show in
Phoenixwville.

Credits
» Jaaac Jones Wistar, 1827-1905,
Autobiography, published by The
Wistar Institute of Anatomy and
Biology, Phila., 1914 and 1837.
Includes sketch map of route
acroas continent in 1849,

» William L. Purcell, Ho! For
California, Letters of Isaac J.
Wistar from 1849 o 1554, Wistar
Institute Library, Phila.

* Faulkner and Eepner, America,
Itz History and People, MeGraw-
Hill 1950
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Membership Report

hearty welcome to the follow-
ﬂ ing new members: Bradford
Peck, Dr. and Mis. L.O.

Krasley, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin
Thomas.

With regret we report the death
of Frederic Smith.

The following renewed their
memberships as FRIENDS OF
HEPA: Suaan DiCerchio,
Georgeanna Souza, Stacey Swigart,
John Brogan, Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Freeman, Vera Byrne.

The following renewed their
memberships as CONTRIBUTORS
OF HSPA: Mr. and Mrs. Willilam
Whitaker Griffen, Sandra Momyer,
Zot Perkins, Miriam Clegg, Richard
Unger.

The following renewed their
memberahips as SPONSORS OF
HEPA: Phoenixville Fedaral Savings
& Loan, MNeal Thorpe, Dr. Donald
Harrop, David Cornett Jones, Dr.
and Mrs. Donald J. Rosato,

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
were made by the following: Dorothy
Botdorf, Marie Wisneski, Mr. and
Mrs., William W. Griffen, Zoe
Perkins, Dr. Donald Harrop, Alice
Civitello, Pat Neklos, DMarie
Ludwick, Francis A. “Bud” Bishop,
Miriam Clegg, Kimberton Grange,
Angela Hall, Dorothy Stavrides, Jos
Puleo, Ir. & Mrs. David Frees, Jr.

Two Humdingers

n the last couple of montha
f.'[ we have received two inmber-
esting additions to our
archives and museum collections.

“Longatreth” in the title of a hook
coming up for sale at Freeman/Fine
Arts of Philadelphia auction =ale.
Mike read further and learned the
book was a receipt ledger kept by
Joln Liongstreth and his wife, Jane,
who operated a business on Nutt
Road in (now) Phoenixville hegin-
ning in 1764,

Mike alerted David Frees, and
Freeas arranged for the purchase of
the ezceedingly rare, handwritten,
and one-of-a-kind volume. Joanne
Brown and Peg Trunk drove to
Philadelphia a few days before the
sale to make sure the article was
genuine, and another member, Jack
Brogan, volunteered to remain near
his telephone on the aftemoeon of the
auction and entar the hidding.

When the book came back to
Phoenixville it became clear that the
Longstreth storekeepers stocked
farm supplies and groceries in a
building at Corner Stores from 1764
until 1811, Countless area names
are mnchided, many of which can be
cross-referenced in Pennypacker’s
Annals.

The Society'a second recent acqui-
gition was obtained from Alderfer’s
Auction Center when the last of the
Etruscan majolica collected by Mrs.
Ellis  Stern  was  sold. Ted
Weiderseim, of Weiderseim
Aasociates, Inc., drove to Hatfield to
do the bidding and brought back to
H5PA an exquisite compote that is
pictured in
Griffen, Smith &
Hill's 1884 cata-
log. The piece is
delicately made

Ironworks Video

A30-minutes-long, documen-
ﬂ tary-atyle video is now avail-

able at the Phoenixville area

Chamber of Commerce office on
Bridge Street, priced at $25.00.
Marrative and pictures are com-
bined on the film to relats the histo-
r¥ of Phoenix Iron Company. The
project required eighteen months to
complete, and was funded by a ten-
thousand-dollar grant that a private
foundation awarded to PAEDCO
upon application made by Barbara
Cohean.

Many local peaple worked on the
presentation. Tom Ramsey of
Pottstown Comnnity Television
contributed his skills at wideogra-
phy. Alex Kovach and other former
steel company employees assisted
with interviews. The narrators were
Fovach and Chester County com-
misaioner Colin Hanna.

The film received high praise
from those who saw the first show-
ing at Columbia Station. It will no
doubt see continuous use when the
Visitors Center opens in the reno-
vated foundry building.

The Flea Market of last October
17th netted the Society $300.00. We
thank all who made this possible.

September 12th an eagle-syed mem- and so fragile; i s S
ber, Mike Vircsik, spotted the name only two oW
known to exist.
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