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March Meeting

The quarterly meeting will take place Wednesday, March
8, at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall at Church and Main Streets.
Our speaker will be David Frees, a founder of our society and
an expert on Phoenixville Etruscan majolica, which is the topic
of his presentation. There will be a special display of pieces and
an evaluation of any that members may bring to the meeting.

Members are urged to come and celebrate the winding up
of the 15-year property mortgage. Rodger Rapp, president when
the mortgage was placed, contributed to the Society the last
installment payment.

Big Flea Market

A large flea market is planned for Saturday, April 22, at
society headquarters between 9 and 3. Refreshments will be hot
dogs, delicious homemade soups, and baked goods.

Donations of items for the sale may be delivered to the hall
Wednesday, the 19th, and Friday, the 21st, between 7 and 9 in
the evening. Please bring baked goods the day of the sale.

For pick-up service call Dave Frees at 933-4950, or Peg
Keenan at 933-7247. Best sellers are books, games, jewelry, gift
shop items, and collectibles. Please, no large furniture or
clothing.

Strawberry Festival - The day selected for this year's
event is Saturday, June 17. Mark it on your calendar!

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to new members Jean Mansur, Dru
Murtha, Susan Hayes, John Riley, Mary Hull Dyke, George
Geiser, James Brazel, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Firster, Mr. and
Mrs. Harold L. Griffith.

With regret we report the deaths of Russell Emrich Jr.,
William S. Webb, and Emest Brouse.

Neal Thorpe renewed her membership as a Sponsor, and
the following as Friends: Francis Eaves, Dr. and Mrs. Allan
Cohen, and Maria Disque. Special contributions have been

received from Evelyn Turner, John Earwaker Jr., George

Geiser, Mary Jane Frees, Rodger Rapp, and Angela Hall.

Vintage Text Books

"School text book authors taught children to read, and at the
same tme they used this direct avenue into a child's mind to pass
along the values and ethics of society."”

So said Bill Nelson when he related the story of the all-
important grade school "readers” at last December's quarterly
meeting. He flashed on the screen pictures from his collection of
well illustrated bocks that were used between 1885 and 1950.
His commentary pointed out how standards set by family, church
and community remained constant even as economic conditions,
and social and political attitudes were changing.

The "readers” taught health with many injunctions to stand
up straight, tooth brush drills, and windows propped open
nightly to prevent tuberculosis. They taught consideration for
smaller children and the sick and aged. Most of all they taught
respect; respect for the nation's flag, for parents, for one another,
and for nature.

The illustrations were charming. There were line drawings
in early books, hand-tinted pictures in later ones, and finally,
full-color prints. Always the children pictured wore clean
clothes; their hair was combed; shoes were shined.

For the occasion a special exhibit was arranged in our
museum featuring a model of the Hickory Grove one-room
school executed by Clyde Scheib along with old class pictures.
Marie Weinmann loaned a 1926 high school yearbook.

Benefactions

Early record books have been turned over to our society on
a 25-year loan by the Phoenixville Area School District. The 69
volumes cover the period 1861 to 1891, and they deal with
teachers' monthly reports, student attendance, visitors to
classrooms, titles of text books, and miscellaneous statistics.

A projector to be used for slide lectures has been purchased
with money obtained from Genuardi Market tapes. Bob Larkin
donated the screen. Keep those market tapes coming!



: Part One
e el wall By Miriam Clegg
B e e Illustrations by Jane Ritchey

A man born and reared in Phoenixville served a term as
governor of Pennsylvania, 1903-1907. Samuel Whitaker
Pennypacker's achievement is well known to almost all area
residents. Not many, however, know the intimate part; which
houses he lived in, the schools he attended, what circumstances
and events led to his election to the highest office in the state.
Following is information to fill these blanks, and it is taken
from the governor's own writings, plus observations of a number
of contemporaries.

The famous native son was born April 9, 1843. His parents,
Dr. Isaac and Anna Maria Whitaker Pennypacker, lived in a
picturesque house perched on the edge of the steep hill on the
north side of French Creek and overlooking that stream and the
furnaces of the iron company. King Terrace Apartment House
now occupies the site. Little Samuel and three brothers spent
their early childhood in the hilltop home.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker was an early and much loved

physician and an influential figure in the town. Almost entirely .
through his efforts Phoenixville, in 1849, was incorporated as a

borough, and he was the first burgess, or mayor.

Anna Maria Pennypacker was the eldest daughter of
another Phoenixville couple, Joseph and Grace Whitaker, the
husband being a partner in the firm of Reeves, Whitaker &
Company, owners of the iron works. Whitaker was also a
member of the Pennsylvania legislature, and he successfully
petitioned for a bridge across the Schuylkill River. A long,
covered wooden span was erected, and the road leading (o it was
thereafter named Bridge Street. :

While Samuel was a very young child, grandfathe
Whitaker gave up active management of the local iron works,
and retired to a fine new house that still stands on the other side
of the river. He called it "Mont Clare,” and the name of his
house eventually replaced Quincyville as the name of the little
river town. He retained other iron interests such as Durham in
Bucks County and Principio Furnace in Maryland, and
managed them with the help of sons who followed him in the
profitable business. When Samuel grew up he enjoyed
advantages supplied by wealthy uncles, Joseph R. and George
W. Whitaker.

Grandfather Joseph Whitaker belonged to the first
generation of an English family to be born in the United States.
Joseph's father was a deserter from the forces sent to this
country by King George III in 1775.

By way of contrast, Samuel's paternal grandfather,
Matthias Pennypacker, was scion of a very religious German
family that had lived in America for many generations.
Matthias and his wife, Sarah Anderson Pennypacker, owned a
grist mill on the Pickering Creek near present-day Williams
Corner, and their grandson, Samuel, used to visit them in the
substantial stone miller's dwelling that remains to this day at the

Native Son
At State Capitol

location.

The Pennypacker grandparents had close connections witl
the Mennonite Church at Church and Main Streets. The sit
was later occupied by Central Lutheran Church and is nov

- HSPA headquarters. Being a good Christian couple, they tool

into the miller's house on Pickering Creek a boy name«
Matthew S. Quay, who was the orphaned child of a distan
relative, and raised him along with their own children.

Litde Samuel never met Matthew Quay during hi
childhood, but his relationship to the older fellow was importan
to his career. An enterprising man, Quay became a powerfu

' figure in Philadelphia civic affairs, and was the politician wh

proposed Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker as the Republicar
choice for governor.

The future governor started school at age 4. He wa
enrolled in a kindergarten in the Starr Cottage, a building tha
remains on the northern end of Starr Street. A nursemaic
walked with him from his North Side home, and they crossec
the French Creek on a scary kind of foot bridge high above the
water. It was two planks wide and had only an iron rail for :
hand hold. He next attended the public school nearer his home
but at age 10 was transferred to a private school conducted ir
the present Presbyterian Church.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker, in 1854, accepted a position in the
College of Medicine in Philadelphia and moved his family «
the city. Young Samuel was there enrolled, first in the
Northwest Grammar School, next in the West Philadelphi:
Instimte, an unusual private school where French was spoken ir
all the classes and on the playground. It was an experimenta
method of teaching a foreign language. Samuel's knowledge ol
French was a benefit to him all his life.

Another useful skill was learned when the boy lived for :
short period at his Uncle Joseph's house attached to the Durham
Iron Company in Bucks County. The uncle was ar
accomplished horseman and owned a swift sorrel horse thai
young Samuel was taught to ride.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker died February 13, 1856, and Anns
Maria with her boys moved back to the Phoenixville area. They
lived at Mont Clare and the bereaved woman kept house for her
widowed father and whatever Whitaker relatives remained in
the capacious home.

With the death of his father there was an abrupt change in
Samuel'’s lifestyle. He was no longer the privileged son of a well-
to-do physician. Though his grandfather Whitaker was a man of
means, he was careful with his money. It was not part of his
philosophy to provide gratification for idle or unproductive
people.

Samuel, for a while, walked across the covered bridge and
attended public school at Church and Gay Streets. But about this
time the Reverend Joel Bradley, an amazingly erudite preacher



at the Baptist Church, opened a school for boys and girls in Dr.
Pennypacker's former home on the North Side. The school was
called Grovemont Seminary, and there Professor Bradley taught
higher mathematics, chemistry, history, Latin and Greek, and
nodern languages.

Samuel graduated from Grovemont at age 17 so well
prepared for college he could have skipped the freshman year.
Bradley told Anna Maria her son was the most apt pupil he had
ever known in his long experience. The young man had
continued his French lessons, and what was more important,
had made the acquaintance of a pretty, dark-eyed girl with rosy
cheeks. Her name was Virginia Broomall. She was the daughter
of a local family. Ten years later she became his wife.

Samuel Pennypacker, upon graduation, was 5'10" tall and
weighed 127 pounds. He was thin and anemic and the people
around him tended to depress rather than encourage him. He
worked for the Whitakers at a store in Philadelphia that sold
iron products. Next he was schoolmaster of a one-room school
in Mont Clare. The War of the Rebellion, as he always insisted
it should be called, was in progress, but his mother depended on
him and persuaded him to wait. His grandfather tried without
success to get him an appointment to West Point.

The military impulse stirred within him. As Lee's army
advanced, state officials feared for the safety of the capital

Mansion House Prodigy

which caused the Phoenix Iron Company to close the works an
offer a dollar a day to every man who would enlist. Youn;
Pennypacker crossed the bridge to Phoenixville and joined then
on their trip by train to Harrisburg. The volunteer group soo!
disbanded, so Pennypacker's war record consists largely of th
six weeks he spent as an enlisted man in a Pottstown company.

For decades after the war political candidates wer
questioned about their participation. The Mont Clare voluntee
could give a stirring account of his service since the Pottstow
company actually reached Gettysburg, the pivotal point of tha
tremendous conflict, and it was under fire. He kept a journa
describing everything that occurred. When considered for th
office of governor, this war experience was released to !
Philadelphia newspaper and was published May 7, 1902.

A part of his army record wasn't sent to the newspaper, bu
may be found in his autobiography. Shortly after his return fron
Gettysburg, his name came up in the draft. His grandfather dis
something that was perfectly legal and acceptable during th
Civil War. He paid $300 for a substitute to go in the place ¢
Samuel. A man from Norristown was pleased to get the money
They never knew his name or his fate.

Joseph Whitaker was now satisfied that tuition fees wouls
be a fair business risk. He advanced funds for his grandson u
"read,” or study law, in the office of a Philadelphia lawyer, Pete
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Dr. Isaac Pennypacker, shown here with his boy, Samuel, recognized the scholarly bent of Wayne MacVeagh, son of the innkeeper at the
Mansion House, and encouraged him. MacVeagh was later Attorney General of the United States in President Garfield's administration.



McCall, who was formerly a professor at the University of
Pennsylvania, and at one time was mayor of Philadelphia. In
addition, for two winters Samuel attended law lectures at the
University and was awarded a bachelor's degree. He was
admitted to the bar in May of 1866, having just passed his 23rd
birthday. Members of the Board of Examiners made an eniry in
their minutes that he had passed with the highest marks ever
made during their term on the Board.

The year 1870 brought changes into the new lawyer's life.
He was now well established and married his childhood
sweetheart, Virginia. The couple eventually had four children,
three girls and a boy. In the same year grandfather Whitaker
died. Anna Maria was left a small fortune in money, but she did
not inherit her father’s house in Mont Clare so she came to the
city to live with her son, Samuel, and his family.

Samuel was executor of his grandfather's will, and not long
afterwards was executor and part heir of his Uncle Joseph R.
Whitaker's estate. The fact that he had his own resources would,
at a later period, protect him from slurs often leveled at elected
public servants implying they sought office solely for personal
gain.

Also in the year 1870 Pennypacker started to write his
famous historical work, "Annals of Phoenixville." published in
1872. He used, in part, recollections and data collected by his
father, Dr. Isaac, during visits to elderly patients. The book
makes plain the enormous respect its author had for the Reeves
family who converted a country nail works into an iron facility
of worldwide repute. Research and writing were an immense
task and sales of the book never brought in a great deal, but he
wrote without expectation of profit, only with the hope of
pleasing the people of his native wown. He said in his preface:

"The associations connecting me with this community are
too strong ever to be broken. The black column of smoke blown
from the mills of Phoenixville down the valley of the Schuylkill,
whatever it may tell to others, o me is always suggestive of
home.”

Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker became a public figure in
1889 when elected judge of Common Pleas Court No. 2 for a
10-year term. He was reelected in 1899 after serving as
president judge of the Court for the previous two years. In both
elections he had the backing of grandfather Pennypacker's ward,
Matthew S. Quay, that gentleman now being a Republican Party
leader and a state senator.

The judge had a run-in with the Press during the campaign
for reelection to the Court and won out over his opponents as he
so often would after he assumed the office of governor.

A newspaper man who presided over a dinner party
attended by political aspirants unexpectedly announced that an
office seeker would address the assemblage in his native
vernacular, the Pennsylvania Dutch. Pennypacker recognized
this introduction as an attempt to call attention to his small-
town origins and decided to circumvent his tormentors.

He was aware that among the dinner guests were an
admiral and other officers from French ships that had anchored
in the Delaware. So he arose and told why it would be more
appropriate to speak instead in the French language. This he
proceeded to do relating the story of Lafayette's aid to the United
States during the Revolutionary War. Most of those present
could not understand what he said, but his familiarity with the
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French language made a highly tavorabie impression.

Pennypacker had served two years of his second term in the
Common Pleas Court when asked to run for governor. A
troubled Republican Party in need of someone of spotless
personal integrity selected the 59-year-old judge as its candidate
for the office. Matthew Quay made the choice, and one of the
senator's first steps was to release to the newspapers the
candidate's Civil War experience.

By this stage in his life Pennypacker had gained a few
pounds and was hale and hearty. As can be seen from his picture
he had dark hair and eyes, a mustache, and wispy chin whiskers.
His general appearance was rustic, but his conversation revealed
the scholar. Though by nature informal, when occasion
demanded it, he behaved with great dignity.

The Pennypacker family lived most of the year in
Philadelphia, but had a country home in Montgomery County.
Twenty years previously Samuel had purchased historic Moore
Hall on the Pickering Creek for his mother, and he managed the
105-acre estate for her and used it himself during the summer
months. After his mother's death he acquired, in 1901, another
country home, this one located near Schwenksville. It was a
property he had always admired because of its history, and it
bore his name, "Pennypacker Mills." One of his ancestors had
operated the mill during the Revolution, but ownership had
come down through another line of descent to a distant
Pennypacker cousin.

Samuel rebuilt the old miller's house, turning it into a fine
example of neo-colonial architecture. This mansion, now a
museum, served as a summer "Whitehouse" during the time he
was govemor.

Stumping Pennsylvania in 1902 was an ordeal. For 2-1/2
months, with other office seekers, Pennypacker traveled by train
from town to town and talked to the voters. He told them he did
not know whether he would make a good governor, or not. They
would have to run the risk and take the responsibility. However,
if elected, he would endeavor always to act solely for the welfare
of the state.

The campaigner had the backing of President Theodore
Roosevelt who announced in Washington that Pennypacker's
defeat would be "a national calamity."The President was fifteen
years younger than Pennypacker and had- graduated from
Harvard the same year as’his youngest brother, James.

Phoenixville had a mixed reaction. Citizens of the North
Side, always strongly Democratic, switched parties and gave
their votes to their former neighbor, which was heart warming.
The Daily Republican, on the other hand, was only lukewarm.
Col. H.H. Gilkyson, part owner and editor-in-chief, wrote at
length about Pennypacker's early career, but failed to endorse
him and used phrases like "out of touch" and “surprising
choice.”

The matter had an odd sequel. Gilkyson wanted state funds
spent on Gen. Anthony Wayne's old home in Easttown Town-
ship. Contrary to expectations since Governor Pennypacker
usually favored historic preservation, he vetoed the legislation.
Phoenixville's two prominent citizens were never again on
friendly terms.

The newly elected governor took office determined tc
advance the public welfare with force if need be. His long
experience on the bench had convinced him that changes wert



Pen and ink sketch of Judge Pennypacker from the Philadelphia
Inquirer of July 22, 1894,

needed in the judicial system. But his measures aroused
opposition in those who wanted things done in other ways and
also in those who wanted nothing done at all. So he constantly
used pressure, vetoes, and threats to veto, to bring about his
planned reforms. The Pennypacker ‘administration, on the
whole, was stormy, although some of his ideas gained
immediate acceptance.

His inaugural address had outlined thirteen aims,
apparently in order of importance, and No. 9 was: "In order to
increase a sentiment of patriotism, the Camp Grounds of Valley
Forge. . .should be preserved by the state.”

At that date 220 acres of hallowed ground were under the
administration of a Park Commission appointed in 1893, and
the Washington Headquarters building was being maintained by
the Centennial and Memorial Association formed in 1876.

Dr. Isaac Pennypacker had been the first to suggest the
Revolutionary army's encampment grounds should be
preserved, so his son, Samuel, was eager to further promote the
park. He encouraged the Commission to annex adjoining
properties through condemnation, and in 1905 the Headquarters
was made state property. Unfortunately he was ruthless in the
matter and many old farmhouses were lost forever. Artistic
features like the National Memorial Arch were added.

Pennypacker loved history. He was elected a member of the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania in 1872, and was its
president from 1900 until his death. His writings, besides the
"Annals" and the autobiography, include scores of booklets and
pamphlets, many of them dating to this period in his life. He
fostered memorials throughout the commonwealth, local ones
being the historic marker at Nutt Road and Bridge Street, and

the equestrian statue of General Wayne on the outer line driv¢
at Valley Forge.

Of course he could be mistaken. He thought the one-stor
building at Gulph and Baptist Roads, Valley Forge, was ¢
schoolhouse built by Letitia Aubrey, daughter of William Penn
in 1705. It was furnished with school desks and displayed a:
such to the park's tourists until long after his death. Finally
however, investigations printed in the Valley Forge Historica
Society's Picket Post alerted the Commission the identificatior
was incorrect.

Before the end of his first term in office Governo
Pennypacker endured for a second time the taunts of the Press
but once again a skill learned as a schoolboy came in handy.

The governor is the titular head of the Pennsylvani:
National guard and reviews the troops when the variou
brigades are engaged in their annual encampments. Penny
packer carried out this duty, but he inspected the marching me1
while afoot or riding in a barouche.

In his younger days he had been a post commander in the
GAR, and each Memorial Day he had ridden a horse througl
the streets of Philadelphia to rites held in the cemetery. Sinct
that time he had put on weight and was unused to the exercise
Now he thought it unwise to try to control a horse made restive
by the music and excitement, and at the same time busy himsel
with the observation of the soldiers' lines and steps and how
they carried themselves. Newspaper men seized the chance u«
poke fun at him and proclaimed across the nation in editorial
and cartoons that the govemnor of Pennsylvania was afraid «
ride a horse. He resolved to make the Press regret thi
harassment.

The opportunity came when a military parade was arrange«
in Washington as part of President Theodore Roosevelt's seconc
term inaugural ceremonies. Taking part were 30,000 troops
divided into three divisions, and commanded by Gen. Fredericl
Grant, son of the famous Civil War officer. At 9 o'clock on :
brisk March morning Pennypacker bestrode a beautiful horst
belonging to the police force in Philadelphia and rode dowr
Pennsylvania Avenue at the head of a division. An estimatec
250,000 were watching.

He was told that he received more plaudits than any othe
man who took part except the President. At the reviewing stan
he heard Roosevelt in his boisterous way shout to the ladie:
behind him:

"Here comes Govemor Pennypacker!”

Newspaper men across the country learned a lesson tha
day, and as the Govemnor said in his autobiography, the ston
that he was afraid to ride "was blown out of the water."

The troop commanders dismounted at 5 p.m. having beer
in the saddle all day, and the autobiography further states it hac
been a severe physical strain and he could understand why even
inauguration day was accompanied by a toll of death.

* » *

Part Two will tell how Pennypacker's war with the Pres:
escalated into a bill in the legislature that muzzled them. Alsc
how he dealt with the so-called scandal of the new Capitol a
Harrisburg.



Women In
World
War 11

The Chester County branch of the Community
Commemorative Committee gave a party last January in honor
of local women who served in World War II. The
Commemorative Committee consists of volunteers who make
certain the 50th anniversary of the War will be properly
observed.

The gathering was held at the Elks Club in West Chester
and 130 veterans and guests attended, along with
representatives of other organizations and a number of county
officials. Three of the veterans were Phoenixville residents
Mary Stuart, Laura Robb, and Lois Donovan.

Mary Stuart belonged to the WAVES (Women Appointed
for Volunteer Emergency Services) and she was attached to the
Bureau of Aeronautics in Washington D.C. The WAVES of that
era took over administrative, clerical, and support jobs to free
men for service overseas. Women were not utilized in fighting
zones.

Laura Robb, also a WAVE in the Bureau of Aeronautics,
held the rank of Lieutenant (j.g.)

Lois Donovan served only a short time in World War II;
later reenlisted as an Army nurse during the Korean War. She
retired with the rank of Captain. -+ ;

The speaker for the occasion was a retired Air Force officer,
Brig. Gen. Wilma L. Vaught. ;

The surprise of the evening occurred when all nurses-were
asked to stand and John Donovan arose. He was there as Lois's
guest, but it seems John's own military career began in the Army
Nursing Corps.

As readers may have noticed, all of the above except
General Vaught, are not only members, but active, working
members of our historical society.

Chester County Commissioner, Karen Martynick, who was
one of the guests, is quoted as remarking about this older
generation of women:

"They are a feisty group and have lost none of their spunk.
They are wonderful to be with.” '

- William Stll. The book is

A Special Month

The month of February was set aside by the state of
Pennsylvania as the time when black history should be
emphasized in the schools. Our archivist, Lois Donovan, agreed
to help this worthwhile project by speaking about the
Underground Railroad o Sth grade students in all four local
public elementary schools.

Our town was once the
hub of a network of routes
along which pre-Civil War
slaves were aided in their
escape to freedom in
Canada.

Lois also prepared an
exhibit in the HSPA
museum that features a
contemporary account of the
exodus by a black author,

extremely rare, but our
society owns one. Other
books, musical tapes and
records, and interesting
photographs round outthe display. It will continue through the
month of March.

; Ann Kline of the Pennsyl-
vania Society of Archaeology went with Lois Donovan, also a
member of that society, last December to address four classes of
5th_graders at Schuylkill School, Lois talked about the Lenape
Indians who were the first inhabitants of our area, and Ann
showed Indian artifacts from her own collection with some from
our museum.

M/usenm Openings -
The museum iy open first Sundays of i€ month-frem T
4 p.m. Host for

5 is Mike Vircsik; April 2. Rosatie Pross.
and Harriet Tobey;

E‘f, q1’Sst.}1’e:r Cody and-Frances Babaez;-
June 4, Connie Bretz arnd Mary Jane Moulto.” ™=
The office and museum are open every Wednesday and
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‘Friday from 9 am. until 3 p.m.
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