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Quarterly Lectures

Quarterly meetings in March and June were enlivened with three
lectures. In March David Frees celebrated the final payment on our
mortgage with an account of the early days of the society. He then
donned another hat and talked about majolica ware manufactured in
the borough. For many years Dave has been an avid collector.

Frees told us our society was originally financed with $10,000
transferred to us by the committee for bicentennial observances.
During the term of Rodger Rapp, our second president, we purchased
the church at Church and Main Streets for $85,600 and placed a 15-
year mortgage. When cold weather set in, a whopping big oil bill forced
us to increase our debt by six thousand for a new heater. The real
estate is now free of encumbrance and we have $45,000 in the
treasury which will go towards long-delayed repairs and restoration.

Both the First Baptist and the First Presbyterian Churches were
started in the 1794 Mennonite church building at this location. The
present structure dates to 1875. Burials were made in the adjoining
cemetery until 1920, and named in the recorded interments are the
forebears of Governor Pennypacker and of Supreme Court Justice
Owen J. Roberts. The organ was installed in 1912 and had its first
overhaul in 1949, at which time a concert was performed by the
organist accompanied by Margaret Frees, mother of the speaker,
playing the celle and Homer Hadfield, the trumpet.

Frees began the majolica lecture with a delightful story about an
HSPA charter member, the late Frances Pennypacker. As a small child
Frances sometimes wandered away from home and visited the kiins at
Church and Starr Streets, and as she told it, the trip was either a
pleasant jaunt, or a sin, depending on whether you saw it from her
viewpoint, or her mother's,

The names of the potters employed at the majolica works, Frees
said, were obtained from the 1880 United States census listing of
residents with their occupations.

in the days when Frees delivered newspapers after school one of
his stops was the Lengel Drug Store on Main Strest, whare Mrs.
Lengel sold antiques. The kindly lady allowed him to purchase majolica
pieces by paying a nickel at a time. He has since made great finds on
his travels across the country. To the delight of his wife Mary Jane,
who cannot find space in their home for all his treasures, Dave donates
them to our museum.

One of our artist members, Grace Hadfield, brought a donation to
the meeting. It was a still life painting of a "cat cup," made by an 1880s
potter to ease the grief of a small girl who lost her pet cat. The potter
ground the animal's bones into a powder and molded and fired in the

kilns a beautiful little bone china cup preserved all these years by the
girl's family.

Members attending the June meeting were entertained by
Paulette Mark, Supervisory Park Ranger at Valley Forge National Park,
whose presentation "[n 18th Cenfury Style" demonstrated everyday
clothing and military uniforms of the Revolutionary War period.

Mark showed reproductions of colonial clothing and she, herself,
was dressed in a costume she wears while on duty at Washington's
Headquarters. The garments, she said, were mostly handmade out of
cloth spun and woven at home.

Domestic looms turned out fabric up to nineteen inches wide.
Since elastic was unknown, tape looms made woven ties to use when
dressing. One size fit all. A gain or loss of weight entailed nothing more
than loosening or fightening the ties. There was no left or right shoe,
and if they wore unevenly, the shoemaker might replace only one of
the pair. Corsets were aids to good posture and used by boys, as well

as girls and women.
Old Man River

The Clean Streams Act of 1949 succeeded in cleaning up the
Schuylkill River waters, but nothing was done to improve the river
banks and general vicinity. For 128 miles between Schuylkill County
and Philadelphia the river remains almost hidden from view, bordered
by railroad tracks, neglected strips of land, and shuttered industrial
buildings. The next ten years, however, should see a change-around.

A Reading-based group, "The Schuylkill River Greenway
Association,” envisions the river fronted by parks that have access
points for the public and a connection with each other via bike frails.
Where the waters run through densely populated areas, up-to-date
commercial development will exist along with the Greenway and trails.

A number of preservation parks have been in the works
throughout Pennsylvania since the passage in 1989 of the Heritage
Parks Program with its promise of state funding. In May of this year the
Greenway Association's plan for the Schuylkill was one more to
receive state approval, and it was given the name "Schuylkill Heritage
Corridor."

Phoenixville is designated as one of four areas of specialized
interests, called "reaches." Upstream from us is the Anthracite Reach
(Schuylkill County), and the Agricultural Reach (Berks County). We are
the Industrial Reach (Chester-Montgomery), and downstream from us
is the Urban Gateway (Philadelphia). The Phoenix lron Company's
abandoned foundry building has been selected as the focal building for
the Industrial Reach.
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5.W. Pennypacker at age 58

Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker, Phoenixville native,
held Pennsylvania's highest office between 1903 and
1907, and during that time made radical changes in the
way civic affairs were managed. His efforts received
favorable attention throughout the nation and put
Pennsylvania in the forefront of the states of the Union,
then forty-five in number.

Part One in this series of two dealt with his family, his
schooling, and his early career as a Philadelphia lawyer
and judge.

Part Two will show what can happen when a man with
lofty aims, a thorough knowledge of the law, and a large
amount of determination is placed in a position of
leadership.

In the January foliowing Pennypacker's victory in the
gubernatorial election of November 1902, Samuel and his
wife, Virginia Broomail Pennypacker, with three daughters,
closed their Philadelphia house on N. 15th Street and
journeyed to Harrisburg. They took a trolley car to the
Pennsylvania Railroad station, and the new office holder
bought train tickets and checked his baggage. That
evening they arrived at the executive mansion in the
capital city where they would remain for the next four
years.

A day or two after Pennypacker's formal inauguration
a woman drove up to the mansion in a carriage and gave
the butler a calling card to take to Mrs. Pennypacker. The
state's first lady conversed with her uninvited visitor in the
reception room until the woman asked questions about
public affairs. Virginia Pennypacker's suspicions were
aroused, so the visitor was dismissed. Not long afterwards
Philadelphia's North American newspaper printed a full-
page story with a pencil sketch of Virginia made without
her knowledge while she was riding in the railroad car.

At the time, newspaper photography was strictly
limited because methods of printing pictures were too slow
to keep up with the stories reporters flashed over the
telegraph wires. Photo-telegraphy, or "wire transmission,"
did not start until 1907. In order to portray the daughters
who were, by the way, recent graduates of Bryn Mawr
College, the North American used pictures of actresses
they happened to have on hand.

The headline of the articie announced: "The First Lady
of Pennsylvania Writes for the Sunday North American on
Live Current Problems.”

Samuel Pennypacker considered the falsehood
despicable, and the incident reinforced his already poor
opinion of the press. During his long experience as a
judge he had known many an unfortunate person to be
convicted, and many a criminal acquitted, because the
juries were influenced by erroneous stories in the
newspapers. In his recent inaugural address he had
recommended the passage of an Act calling for
reasonable care in the publication of news and requiring
the names of the owner and editors to be printed on the

Native Son
At State Capitol
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editorial page of each issue. Present-day mastheads date
to the passage of this Act, called the Saius-Grady Bill.

Pennypacker believed in economies and started with
his own office. All railrcad passes and free privileges with
express companies were returned, since he planned to
pay his own way. Expenses of the mansion, which were
paid by the state, were cut from $14,000 a year to iess
than $2,000. He kept no horses, but rode in a public
horse-vehicle called a cab.

Contrary to former practices the governor made 2
point of arriving at the executive department at 9 o'clock
each morning and working until 6 p.m. No papers were
issued under the authority of the governor without his
personal knowledge of their contents.

The next move was to cut down on the passage of
unnecessary legislation by use of the veto. The proportion
bils that became Ilaw during his
administration was half that of his predecessor. He found
that departmental reports processed by the state printing
office were bound into bulky volumes that were seldom
read. The printer Pennypacker appointed knew ways tc
save space and paper so that a book of 600 pages coulc
be compressed into a pamphiet of forty pages.

Money thus saved was used to improve the state
library and archives. Aid was given to other good causes
such as grants to the University of Pennsylvania and fc
historic sites like Valley Forge. The city of Philadelphiz
received a grant to deepen the channel of the Delaware
River. Economies outweighed expenditures, and by the
end of his term, without raising taxes Pennypacker hac
paid off the state debt and left a large balance in the
treasury.

His personal assessment of his job is revealed in the
autobiography he wrote towards the end of his life. The
state of Pennsylvania, he said, numbered over sever
million people, so he presided over twice the number o
citizens governed by our first United States president
George Washington. The governorship, he added, was
the climax of his career, and not a stepping stone fc
something better. Many other governors had their eyes sc
fixed on the U.S. senate or the presidency they overlookec
opportunities offered by their current offices. A poilitician
to his mind, worked on a higher plane than a business ol
professional man because his work is done in the face o
the public with all eyes fastened upon it, and therefore
mare care is necessary.

He found there was a need for civic improvements
Most of the people at that date were transported by
horses, or on occasion by the railrcad, trolley cars, o
bicycles. Automobiles were still an oddity, and many
thought they were just a passing fad that wouid soon be
abandoned. Pennypacker thought to the contrary tha
autos had a future and would need paved roads. May 31
1903 he signed a bill organizing the Pennsylvaniz
Department of Highways, the nation's first.



Thereafter townships and counties received state
assistance up to two-thirds of the cost for reconstructing
roads, a figure later increased to three-fourths. By 1911
the commonwealth was proud to maintain solely at its own
expense over 8,000 miles of paved road. (Of course, in
our time, this number seems indeed paltry )

Part of the expense was compensated by a tax on
coal. Large deposits underlying the mountains and valleys
of Pennsylvania were being mined and shipped all over
the world. Since the resource was irreplaceable, it was
only fair the state should derive some benefit from the
rransaction. A small tax levied on each ton mined helped to
defray the cost of new roads, new schools, and soon a
new kind of police force.

Charters for corporations had in the past been issued
as a matter of course. They were dealt with in the outer
office, and were often signed by a clerk who imitated the
governor's signature. Pennypacker changed this practice
since it opened the door for dishonest deailings. In
defiance of legal opinion that he had no right to do so, he
insisted that all new corporations should have a capital
stock of at least $5,000 before he gave governmental
approval. A public hearing was called and his decision
was upheld, producing a real and lasting reform.

A Department of Health was started during
Pennypacker's term and became, like the Highway
Department, a model for the guidance of other states. Dr.
Samuel Dixon, president of the Academy of Natural
Sciences, undertook the task, and he laid the groundwork

f
35!1

for the elimination of diseases widespread at the
beginning of the century; typhoid fever, smalipox,
diphtheria, and tubercuiosis.

The fulfillment of one of Pennypacker's dreams came
about with legislation for the consolidation of Pittsburgh
For many years the populations living at the headwaters of
the Ohio River wanted to unite into one municipality.
Pennypacker swept aside objections from those who
benefited by more than one set of officials, and finally
achieved the union of Pittsburgh and Allegheny City
Pennsylvania then had something no other state of that
period could claim - two great cities.

A crowning achievement was the organization of a
state police force. It is hard for us at the end of the 1900s
to realize that at the beginning of the century this method
of law enforcement did not exist. Philadelphia had
mounted police. The rest of the state had county sheriffs
and their deputies. In grave situations the National Guard
was called to the scene.

A vicious practice had evolved whereby the state
appointed men called "coal and iron police." They were
used mostly by railroad and mining corporations to subdue
working men engaged in struggles with their employers. In
1902 four thousand of these policemen were
commissioned. They were paid by the corporations, but
given authority to make arrests by the state.

Pennypacker envisioned a much fairer system in
which the state alone would be responsible for the
policemen's salaries. The idea was translated into law in
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Pennsylvania's new capitol building was under construction during mo

st of Gov. Pennypacker's term in office. After completion a furor arose.



1905.

John Groome, captain in Philadelphia's elite First City
Troop, was placed in charge, and his force was selected
solely on the basis of a physical and mental examination,
with no consideration given to religious creed or political
affiliation.

Groome made the Pennsylvania state police system
famous over the entire U.S.A. No longer was it necessary
to call out the National Guard, and laborers were spared
further unfair oppression.

Gov. Pennypacker's economies and reforms were
appreciated by the public. When the state Republicans
held their convention prior to the November 1905
elections, the following resolution was adopted:

"The intense Pennsylvanianism of Governor Samuel
W. Pennypacker, the rugged honesty of his administration
and the independence, fearlessness, wisdom and watchful
care with which he has exercised the laws, safeguarding
in every possible way all the interests of this
commonwealth, command our admiration and respect..”

Despite this, and other highly favorable reactions, the
man who had signed the Salus-Grady bill was continually
harassed. The press regarded that bill as an infringement
of constitutional rights and made the governor a target for
abusive comments.

As an instance, he once took a day off from the
executive department in order to explore Wetzel Swamp
with a Harrisburg natural history professor. While he was
gone, some senators sought him out at the capitol. A
newspaper ran this headline: "Senator Penrose Waits and
Frets While Governor in Boots Hunts for Bugs in the Bog.”

Ancther time Pennypacker, at the urging of the
provost of the University of Pennsylvania, went to
Washington to invite President Theodore Roosevelt to be
orator at the college's Washington's Birthday ceremonies.
A Philadelphia newspaper, in the dark as to the real
purpose of his errand, invented the following:

"Why Did Pennypacker Go To Washington? - A
sensation is due which will recall and perhaps surpass the
notorious troubles that arose when Blake Walters was
cashier of the Pennsylvania State Treasury and party
leaders were accused of having been accommodated with
state funds to use in speculation."

The city of St. Louis, in 1904, celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase, and all the states
were invited to participate. This gave Pennypacker the
opportunity to point out to the world that Pennsylvania's
unanimous vote in Congress in favor of the Purchase was
a potent factor in the historical event.

The Pennsylvania legislature appropriated $300,000
and put up an artistic building on the fair grounds that was
visited by more fairgoers than all the other state buildings
combined. August 20th was declared Pennsylvania Day. A
few days in advance the governor with a large delegation
of local citizens left for St. Louis.

To their disheartenment a reporter had sent a
dispatch to Philadelphia's North American to be printed on
Pennsylvania Day that ridiculed our agricultural display.
The newspaper devoted nine columns and seventeen
illustrations to denouncing what it called "a fraud, a
hypocritical sham, an insult to the farming interests, and a
disgrace." Their verdict was not in line with the decisions
of the judges who gave our exhibit, as a whole, three
grand prizes, plus 20 gold, 21 silver and 32 bronze
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“medals.

Even Phoenixville's Daily Republican on one occasion

~fell into the pattern of newspaper abuse. September 29,

1903, Charles Miller, Major General of the national Guard,
entertained the governor and his staff at a banquet and
ball which Pennypacker described in his autobiography.
Mrs. Pennypacker, he wrote, was given flowers. But our
local newspaper reported the party in its October 3rd issue
in these words:

"Mrs. Pennypacker, wife of the Governor, was
presented with a $3,500 diamond sunburst." Does this
imply graft?

A new session of the legislature convened January 3,
1905 and in his opening address Pennypacker attempted
to reinforce the Salus-Grady bill of two years ago. He
proposed an Act that would make the habitual publication
of falsehood, defamation and scandal a public nuisance
subject to penalties. The proposal never became law, bul
the very suggestion caused a furor that Pennypacker said
was like "stirring up a cage of wild animals.”

In one sense the fruitiess attacks on him were &
tribute. In spite of diligent search no reporter was evel
able to find that he had taken money not belonging to him,
had ever betrayed anybody to his disadvantage, or had
ever led any but the decent life of a gentleman. They
made him well known over the United States, and mos!
people felt there must be some character to a man whe
did not fear the united power of the press and could come
unscathed out of a contest with it.

The hurtful part was they made it more difficult for him
to secure legislation he considered necessary, and they
undermined the loyalty of some of his associates. Wher
Pennypacker's name was proposed for an appointment tc
the Supreme Court of the United States, Presiden
‘Roosevelt, that brave hero of San Juan Hill, inquired
"What would the newspapers say?"

A new capitol building to replace one that had beer
destroyed by fire was under construction during most o
Pennypacker's term. The design had been chosen during
the term of his predecessor, Gov. William Stone, anc
Stone selected Joseph F. Huston as architect
Pennypacker laid the cornerstone May 5, 1904 and he
was determined this would be no ordinary edifice, but one
befitting Pennsylvania, the keystone state of the nation
The dedication took place October 4, 1906.

Our state capitol is 520 ft. long by 254 ft. in width anc
272 ft. in height, and contains 475 rooms. Artists from
many parts of the globe devoted their talents to it
adornment, and it exhibited, at the time it was built, the
finest bronze work in America.

No money was borrowed to cover the expense, anc
no new tax was imposed on the citizenry. The state
Auditor General, William P. Snyder of Chester County
was on the board of public grounds and buildings, ant
paid careful attention to finances. By way of comparison, ¢
New York City hotel built at the same time for a private
corporation required a greater outlay than the capitol.

Elated with the success of his production, the architec
had a gold key made for the door, and it was used b
President Roosevelt during the 1906 dedicatior
ceremonies. Knowing the newspapers found fault witt
embellishments, the president called to the crowd o
people behind him as he entered the building: "These are
the finest bronze doors | have ever seen!”
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Sketch made from photo taken at Pennypacker Mills

With all its excellence the new capitol caused the
lownfall of some of the men who had worked so hard to
wild it. Almost immediately it was used as a weapon in an
ngoing political struggle.

A gubernatorial election took place in November of the
ame year, and under the state constitution Pennypacker
ould not succeed himself withcut allowing a term to
itervene.

The Republican party's candidate was Edwin S. (Ned)
tuart, a Philadelphia merchant, and Stuart intended to
se the success of the capitol building as a campaign
rgument. However, running on the Democratic and
wdependents tickets was Lewis R. Emery, a rich oil man
‘'om the western end of the state, and Emery's campaign
peech raised an outcry over the money expended for the
apitol. As might be expected, Emery had the support of
e newspapers. With great ingenuity the defamers
wcreased the cost by adding the furniture and equipment
> the cost of the building.

Gov. Fannypacker published a statement showing in
etail every cent expended, and then invited newspaper
ditors to come to Harrisburg and examine the building
nd the books. They declined, so he tried another tactic.
le arranged with the railroads for low excursion rates
wroughout the state and invited the people to come and
ee for themselves.

This offer attracted many who as a rule could not
fford train travel, and sixty thousand came. One Saturday

Pennypacker shook hands with ten thousand. They went
home like missionaries telling their neighbors the wonders
of the building they had inspected.

The outcome was that the Republican candidate won
in November by a small majority. Good natured and eager
to please, Ned Stuart never came out manfully in support
of the capitol, but weakly agreed to an investigation. A trial
of certain key figures was held during his administration
and it turned out to be a "travesty of justice.”

As his term came to an end, Pennypacker gave his
staff a farewel! dinner in the executive mansion, and the
following evening the retiring governor was guest-of-honor
at a dinner party in Philadelpia's Bellevue Stratford Hotel.
Shortly after Stuart's inauguration the Pennypacker family
moved to their home in Schwenksville where they lived
during his retirement years from 1807 until his death in
19186.

He was active until the end. During the nine years he
wrote centinually and completed two history books about
Pennsyivania in additicn to a 549-page autobiography.
Gov. Tener, who succeeded Stuart, appointed him to the
Pennsylvania Railroad Commission, and in 1915 the ex-
governor also took on the chairmanship of the Public
Service Commission.

One book of special interest produced in this period of
his life is entitled "The Desecration and Profanation of the
Pennsylvania Capitol." Pennypacker has left on record a
detailed legal analysis of the Dauphin County trials and
subsequent appeals to the Superior Court of men involved
in the construction.

No one, not even his worst enemy, has at any time
doubted the honesty of Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker,
but the totally unfair conviction of his subordinates for
conspiracy brought sadness to his declining years.

The manuscript of his autobiography was not quite
finished when he died September 2, 1916, and he had
never made revisions. His brothers prepared it for the
Philadelphia publisher, and they abided by instructions
given soon after the governor's death. Twenty prominent
citizens, headed by Gov. Tener's successor, Gov. Martin
G. Brumbaugh, requested that the life narrative be printed
exactly as written, "unaliered, unexpurgated and
unedited.”

By some irony of fate this circumstance placed
Pennypacker in the same position as the newspaper men
he had so often castigated. Parts of the manuscript were
defamatory.

An instance is his treatment of a well known and
respected Phoenixville family, the Vanderslices. He
repeated in his book unfounded and untrue gossip that
many years before had been circulated in the
neighborhood. There were other like instances.

Now all these people born in the past century, whether
sinners or sinned-against, have passed away. Many
interesting events occurred in their lifetimes. Readers who
like necrology can search out the grave markers of some
of them in Phoenixviile's Morris Cemetery, and shouid
take particular note of the tombstone of Samuel Whitaker
Pennypacker.

Credit: Information taken from various sources,
but mostly, and sometimes verbatim, from
"Autobiography of a Pennsylvanian,” by Samuel W.
Pennypacker, Phila., 1916.



Philip Lull's Legacy

Ann Kline, new board member, recently took over the duties of
historian for the First Presbyterian Church, a position vacated by the
death of Philip Lull, a long-time HSPA member.

Lull was working on a story about the donors of the church's
stained glass windows, and his material was published last month in a
beautiful full-color bookletin addition a display case given in Lull's
memory was placed in the church parlor so Ann Kline can mount
exhibits honoring, by turn, each of the window donors he wrote about.

Her inaugural effort shows artifacts loaned by descendants of
Hugh and Eliza Love whose names appear on the stained glass Rose
of Sharon window. The late Alfred Clegg and Irvin Meeser were Hugh
and Eliza's great-grandsons.

Hugh Love was the contractor who leveied and paved with brick
Phoenixville's dirt roads and whose exploits are written up in
Pennypacker's Annals. In the display case are quilts sewn by Hugh
and Eliza's two daughters while they awaited their fiances' return from
Civil War service. Also shown is a notice of the double wedding from
an old Phoenixville newspaper.

Mecca for Students

Two hundred and fifty children from the public schools visited the
HSPA museum at the end of the school year. All sixth and fourth
graders, 18 third graders from Second Ave School, and 149
kindergartners came.

Lois Donovan and others served as guides, but when the wee
ones appeared Becky Manley, alone, took charge. She made a hit with
the kids when she took a candy-making machine out of a display case
and explained how it had once been used in a Phoenixville shop.

Connie Bretz accompanied a group of 18 children and 5 adults
from Schuylkill Friends Meeting to the property at Starr and Bridge
Streets formerly owned by the Reeves family. They examined remains
of a hiding place for slaves escaping from the South in pre-Civil War
days. Bretz had previously led 35 elementary students from West
Chester Friends School on the same tour.

Ron Tumer from the University of Penna. introduced three
students to the Society archives. Their class assignment called for a
study of the vacant iron company property and suggestions for medern
re-use. Results were posted in Borough Hall.

Notes

Joanne Brown reports Genuardi tapes make enough money to
make a difference, but don't wait too long to hand them in as the
market rejects those more than 2 years old.

Mary R. Wilbert, majolica expert who lives in Salem, MA is taking
photographs supplied by our society to a majolica meeting in Tulsa,

OK. She was chosen to speak on the subject of Phoenixville majolica
because she is a direct descendant of Harry Griffen, of the Griffen,
Smith & Hill pottery that operated here in the past century.

Mark Chester is board chairman and Peter Brown is our new
president. Bob Deger is treasurer. Mary Stuart, Jim Denithome and
Bob Larkin have returned to the board of directors. Ann Kline anc
Joanne Brown are new board members.

There is an urgent need for licensed food handlers to prepare
refreshments at our social functions because George and Dottie Kulp
who have served so admirably since 1977 would like to retire. The
Kulps will provide guidance and instruction.

Harriet Chachkes, a new member, is cataloging clippings from
newspapers that will become the records consulted by future
generations. Priscilla Waggoner is updating obituary file cards.

Membership Report

Cur new members are the Lawrence O'Neill family, Mrs. Kenneth
Witwer, Mr. & Mrs. Steven Polignano, Richard Barkley, Harriet
Chachkes, Lewis Develin Jr, Mr. & Mrs. John C. Tate, Florence
Bearde, and Nelson Whitworth.

With regret we report the deaths of Joseph F. Jelley, Philip Lull,
Irvin Meeser, and Margaret Fretz.

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Downs renewed as Friends. Special
contribution were made by Mr. & Mrs. William Whitaker Griffen, and
Mr. Kevin D. Stuart. Rodger Rapp contributed the final payment on our

mortgage.
A Big Tour

Jane Davidson, the county's Historic Preservation Officer, has
organized 12 walking tours of old towns and villages, taking place at
6:30 each Wed. evening from June 7 through Aug. 30. She obtained
the backing of the county Parks and Recreation Dept. and the Tourist-
Bureau, and printed and circulated an illustrated brochure.

The fourth tour on June 28 was Phoenixville and the Thomas F.
Byrne mansion was our illustration. Our society selected a route,
starting-at the mural and ending with our museum and social hall, and
Peter Brown wrote a history of the district as a reference for our tour
guides. One hundred seventy-five visitors strolled through the
downtown, and were later served punch, homemade cookies and
pretzels, which Scallywags generously augmented with ice cream.

Museum Openings
The museum is open first Sundays of the month from 1 until 4.
Hosts for Aug. 6 are Lois Donovan and Ruthann Maxfield; Sept. 3, Peg
Trunk and Laura Robb. The office and museum are open every
Wednesday and Friday from 9 until 3.

Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area
P.O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460




