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March Meeting

Wednesday, March 9th, is the date of our guarterly
meeting and it will take place at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall
at Church and Main Streets, :

Donna Ernst will be our guest speaker and we can expect a
lively program since Mrs. Ernst is the author of “My Uncle,
the Sundance Kid,”” a recently published book that tells at
last the story our forebears always kept secret. A native son
from a respectabie family left town and became a notorious
western outlaw. The author will bring slide pictures that
show local and western scenery.

April Flea Market

The largest flea market of the year will take place
Saturday, April 23, at Society headquarters between 9 and 3.
The refreshments will be a selection of soups, with
frankfurters and baked desserts.

Donations of items for the sale may be delivered to the
hall Thursday the 21st, or Friday the 22nd, between 7 and 9
in the evening. Baked goods are also needed.

For pick-up service please call Dave Frees at 933-4950 or
Peg Keenan at 933-7247. Best sellers are household articles,
books, games, jewelry, gift shop items, and collectibles.
Piease, no large furniture or clothing.

A DATE TO REMEMBER — The Strawberry Festival is
scheduled for June 11, between 10 and 3. Plan to attend!

GENUARDI TAPES — Please continue to save Genuardi
tapes for Joanne Brown. She is pleased that at this writing
she has raised $85 for the historical society.

Battery C Goes Abroad

The coalition for the preservation of the War of 1898 is
preparing for the Centennial of the almost forgotien Spanish-
American conflict, and the event is now only four years away.
Jonathan Yuengling, member of the coalition and student of
marine history at the Philadelphia Maritime Museum, spoke
at our December quarterly meeting. He asked his audience to
turn over to the historical society any war-related materials
such as medals, swords, weapons, reunion ribbons, letters,
or diaries. Yuengling suspects these items might be found in
local attics since Phoenixville had two military units that
were called into service in 1898, Company D and Battery C.

Battery C, so-called because it owned mounted guns, was
rganized in the post-Civil War period, and was first called
-aptain John Denithorne’s Company of Light Artillery. The

artillerists met weekly at an armory in Phoenixville and thei
military exercises included a muster and drill. A locs
newspaper once reported a horse died of a heart attac
during one of their firing practices. This outfit actually wen
overseas, perhaps the only Pennsylvania unit to do so. Sinc
the general population at that date had little opportunity t
travel, enlisted men who went only as far as Tennessee weri
heroes on their return to town.

The Spanish-American war lasted 115 days. The Americar
navy was well prepared and had victorious fleets in bot!
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Results of the brief war wer:
long lasting. America annexed the Phillippine Islands an¢
Guam, and insured the independence of Cuba and Puert
Rico. Our country changed from a continental nation into
world power.

Battery C was part of the expeditionary force that landed ir
Puerto Rico. Phoenixville enlisted men suffered no battle
casualties, but a small number died from tropical diseases.

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to new members Mr. and Mrs. Jim Jones,
John Batzel, Katherine Damsgaard, Wilford Powell, Sharon
Davis, Karen Procopio, Paul A. Shoemaker, Mr. and Mrs. Paul
M. Shoemaker, Mrs. Frederick Wood.

With regret we report the death of David C. Peter.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cox and Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Reeves |1l have renewed their memberships as contributors.
Mary Obadia has renewed as sponsor. A special contribution
was received from Mary Jane Frees.

Majolica Updates

David M. Frees Jr. addressed the Uwchlan Historical
Society on the subject of Etruscan majolica and found his
audience very appreciative of the pieces he took along for
their inspection.

Prices of the locally made pottery are steadily rising. One
member attended an auction sale during last January’s ice
storm expecting little competition. but had to bid $105 to get
a small sugar bowl minus the lid!

Pictures of majolica plates cwned by John and Beckie
Boraten will appear in a new book. Oyster Plates, by Jim and
Vivian Karsnitz.

MUSEUM SCHEDULE

-— The museum is open first

'Sundays of the month from 1 till 4. Host for March 6 is Mike

Vircsik: April 3. Rosalie Protis and Harriet Tobey: May 1,
Esther Cody and Frances Babacz: June 5. Phillip Lull and
Irvin Meeser. The office and museum are open Wednesdays
and Fridavs of each week Q tn 2



The Battle of Barren Hill was an event of the Revolutionary
War too small to be included in most history books. Even
though it took place in our general vicinity, about fifteen
miles from Phoenixville, most of the town’s present residents
have never heard of it. When you consider, however, that
one day in May of 1778 twenty-two hundred American toops
escaped capture by the British army, the importance of the
local engagement is easier to understand, and we think you
will agree it deserves re-telling in full detail.

That authoritative work, the American Heritage ‘‘Book of
the Revolution,”” sums up the battle in one paragraph. The
chapter that deals with General Clinton’s replacement of
General Howe as commanding officer of British forces in
America goes on to say: ‘‘..Clinton got off to a poor start. On
May 20 he had a fine chance to destroy Lafayette and a third
of the Rebel army that had ventured across the Schuylkill to
Barren hill, but the Frenchman neatly marched his men to
safety before the trap was sprung.”’

We begin our story with biographical material about
Lafayette, the young French nobleman who arrived in
America in 1777. Tall, slim, red-haired, and speaking
English with some difficulty, Gilbert duMotier, the Marquis
delLafayette, had been trained for a military career in his own
country. When war broke out in America, he was inspired
with the idea he could help to form a free nation in an
enslaved world, so the 19-year-old visionary left wife and
infant child and applied to the U.S. Congress for a
commission in General Washington's army. Possessing a
considerable fortune, he offered to serve without pay.
Lafayette was given the rank of major general, in part
because Washington and the Congress earnestly desired
recognition by the French nation.

Though he did not receive command of a division of troops,
the young major general demonstrated his prowess and
bravery during the Battle of Brandywine, in which he was
wounded, and in the months that followed made himself
more and more valuable to the American he so much
admired, the Commander in Chief, General George
Washington.

Lafayette was at Valley Forge when news of the ratification
of the French Alliance was brought to the encampment on
May 6, 1778. He, and all the American officers, realized the
entry of France into the conflict would put victory within their
grasp. A more immediate effect was the withdrawal of the
British from the quarters they had enjoyed all winter in
Philadelphia, the capital city of the new nation. The French
had recently rebuilt their navy, and the British knew they
could not defend their position if French ships sailed up the
Delaware River.

General Washington was anxious to gain intelligence of
their marching orders so he might disrupt their movements,
and he sent Lafayette with a force of 2200 men and five
cannon towards the city. The young Marquis would at last
command an army division, an opportunity he had long
awaited.

Washington’s very specific instructions have been
preserved in published records, .and from them we quote:

"‘Sir, the detachment under your command, with which
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How Americans Qutwitted the
British at Barren Hill

by Miriam Clegg

you will immediately march towards the enemy’s lines, is
designed to answer the following purposes; namely, to be ¢
security to this camp and cover to the country between the
Delaware and Schuylkill, to interrupt the communicatior
with Philadelphia, to obstruct the incursion of the enemy’:
parties, and to obtain intelligence of their motions anc
designs. This last is a matter of very interesting moment, anc
ought to claim your particular attention. You will endeavor tc
procure trusty and intelligent spies, who will advise you
faithfully of whatever may be passing in the city, and you wil
without delay communicate to me every piece of materia
information you obtain.

‘“A variety of concurring accounts make it probable th¢
enemy are preparing to evacuate Philadelphia. This is :
point, which it is of the utmost importance to ascertain; and
if possible, the place of their future destination. Should yot
be able to gain certain intelligence of their intendec
embarkation, so that you may be able to take advantage of it
and fall upon the rear of the enemy in the act of withdrawing
it will be a very desirable event. But this will be a matter o
no small difficulty, and will require the greatest caution anc
prudence in the execution. Any deception of precipitatior
may be attended with most disastrous consequences.

““You will remember that your detachment is a ver
valuable one, and that any accident to it would be a ve.
severe blow to this army. You will therefore use ever
possible precaution for its security, and to guard against .
surprise. No attempt should be made, nor anything risked
without the greatest prospect of success, and with ever
reasonable advantage on your side. | shall not point out an'
precise position to you; but shall leave to your discretion t
take such posts occasionally as shall appear to you bes
adapted to the purposes of your detachment. | would obserwv
that a stationary post is unadvisable, as it gives the enemy ai
opportunity of knowing your situation, and concerting plan:
successflly against you. In any case of an offensiw
movement against the army, you will keep yourself in such
state as to have an easy communication with it, and at the
same time harass the enemy’s advance.

**...Given under my hand, at Head Quarters this 18th da
of May, 1778."

The story of the next few days’ activities was at firs
passed along by government records and by tradition. At :
later date local historians painstakingly investigated anc
compiled information from many sources. Irvin C. Williams
Esq., in 1898, delivered a speech at the unveiling of ¢
memorial at Barren Hill, and his oration was published by
the Historical Society of Montgomery County. A simila
essay by James K. Helms was published by the Wissahickor
Historical Society in 1928 and reprinted in the Valley Forgs
Picket Post of July 1945. Both writers relied heavily or
Lafayette’s published Memoirs

Brigadier General Enoch Poor of New Hampshire was ar
officer in Lafayette’s division, which also included Brigadi
General James Potter of Pennsylvania with 600 state militia
Captain Allen McLean with an independent company, and :
band of fifty Indian scouts.

Lafayette's division travelled some of the same highway:
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we nave today, but at the time they had no paving and no
bridges. The towns along the way were mere settlements
around a ford of the Schuylkill, or a crossroads, During the
night of May 18th the troops left Valley Forge and marched
in an easterly direction to a crossing place of the river called
Swedes’” Ford (now Norristown.) From that point they took
the Ridge Road towards Philadelphia.

Along the way Lafayette's forces passed to the north of the
community at Matson's Ford, which is now Conshohocken,
and north of the large grist mill that gave the village of
Spring Mill its name. At the intersection of a side road with
Ridge Road was the small viilage of Barren Hill, known to
this day by the same name. St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
though an earlier edifice than at present, had been at the site
since 1761. The division had marched twelve miles and
arrived at Barren Hill before daybreak of May 19th.

Lafayette, now within eleven miles of the city. chose a
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position southwest of the village, and bivouacked on a hill,
400 feet in elevation, with a steep descent to the rear and a
gradual descent on the side facing Philadeiphia. He placed
his artillery overlooking the road in front of him. His left
flank abutted a dense forest, and just along its edge were
several substantial stone houses and the church with
walled-in burial ground which was capable of defense. His
right flank was protected by the bluffs facing the river.

The young general had aiready posted Captain McLean
and the fifty Indians further along Ridge Road, and he now
sent Brigadier James Potter and the 600 militia to a highway
intersection to the northeast where they were to guard roads
coming out from the city.

Lafayette thought his position was not only safe, but was
concealed from the enemy. However, unknown to the
American forces resting on their arms in the early morning of
May 19th, British spies had taken to Philadelphia the news of
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their move from Valley Forge and a description of thei
present situation. The British generals, Clinton and Howe
were interested to learn the American division wa
commanded by the French nobleman who had espoused th
Rebel cause. The fame of Lafayette had been spreading i
ever wider circles.

The same evening the American forces left Valley Forge
an elaborate party was underway in the city. Called th
Meschianza, it was organized by young British officers t
welcome General Henry Clinton and to say farewell t
General Howe. All winter the British had indulge
themselves in social activities and this last ba!l before thei
planned evacuation of the city was the finest. Officers, thei
wives, and their Tory guests danced until 4 o’clock in th
morning of May 19th, though not without an unwelcom:
interruption.

A 18th century local historian, John F. Watson, turned u;
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the following information when, many years after the fatefu
evening, he interviewed Captain Allen McLean, then in his
eighties. The story appears in Watson’s Annals of Philadel
phia, published in 1844. McLean - Watson describes him as
dashing and valorous - was a wealthy man who enlisted anc
clothed a company of soldiers at his own expense. While the
enemy army occupied Philade!phia, he harassed and alarmec
them wherever and as often as he could, and the night of the
Meschianza, he was busy with a strategem to break up the
party.

The whole of the capital city, plus an area of open land tc
the scuth, was in those days contained between the
Schuylkill and the Delaware Rivers. Along the exposed
northern limits the British built redoubts, and these defenses
were fronted by abatises. The latter were made from trees
felled in such a way that the buts faced the city and
sharpened outer branches presented obstacles to invaders.
(continued on nane 4]



Paortrait of J‘.afa,;/erte by Frenc}: arti
in 1782

While the ball was in progress, McLean's troops carried
camp kettles filled with combustibles with which, at the
proper signal, they fired the whole line of abatis. British
drummers beat the long roll. Alarm guns were fired from
river to river and were answered from the country estate
where the Meschianza was held. The officers led their dance
partners to believe nothing untoward was happening, but
they themselves thought otherwise and were greatly
perturbed.

In the early morning hours of May 19th the newly installed
General Clinton devised a plan to capture Lafayette’s entire
division by encircling it with a vastly superior force. He was
so certain the Frenchman could not elude his net, he invited a
company of ladies and gentlemen to meet the Marquis in
Philadelphia the following evening.

Clinton divided the British army into three columns, each
of which took a different route to reach Barren Hill. Lafayette
received no advance warning of the marches and the enemy
was almost upon him before he became aware of the danger.

The most arduous of the marches was made by a column of
8,000 troops with fourteen cannon that took a circuitous route
to get around the left flank of the Americans and prevent
their escape back over the Ridge Road to Swede’s Ford. The
British endeavor was made easier by the retreat of Potter’s
unit. The Pennsylvania militia had been positioned to guard
against such a move, but at the sight of a large body of the
enemy, fled up the Bethlehem road without so much as firing
a warning shot to alert Lafayette’s camp. :

Another column of 2,000 approached the Americans by
way of Germantown Avenue to block this road as a means of
escape. The largest column, containing the main body of the
English, left Philadelphia on the Ridge Road. It was
commanded by General Clinton in person, and he had with
him General Howe and Admiral Howe, the generai’s brother.
As historian Irvin Williams says, the plan was one that could
not have failed unless the British made mistakes, and

, M. Duvivier, made

Damn A

1IN course of ume, they did.

Lafayette says in his Memoirs he was about to dispatch a
messenger to Philadelphia when word was brought him of
the appearance of red coats on the Whitemarsh Road. Since a
hundred of the militia wore red, he thought little of it. But
soon Captain McLean’s company appeared with the
intelligence of a large force in front, and then reconnoitering
parties that had been dispatched towards Matson's Ford
repcrted the enemy’s presence to the rear. A shout went up
in camp: ‘‘We are surrounded!"’

With a remarkably quick perception of the situation,
Lafayette turned his front, and sent a detachment to Barren
Hill church and burial ground where the stone walls offered
cover. At the same time he arranged for false heads of
columns to go through the woods towards the enemy at the
rear to make the British commanding officer overestimate
the forces opposing him.

The ruse worked. It caused the officer to stop and hold a
consultation with his subordinates, which gave the
Americans valuable time. In addition, the consultation
resulted in a change of plans. Just as Lafayette hoped they
would do, the British took the Ridge Road towards the church
from which the fake columns had come, leaving the road to
Spring Mill and Matson’s Ford open.

Quietly, but rapidly, Brigadier Enoch Poor with the main
body of the Americans and the artillery, moved down to the
river at Spring Mill and followed the river road to the Ford.
The retreat was partially concealed by the woods and
depressed roads. The Marquis himself conducted the march
of the rear guard, having withdrawn the detachment about
the church and McLean’s command. When he arrived at
Matson’s Ford, Brigadier Poor had already crossed and
taken position on the high ground where West Conshohocken
now stands.

The British unit that marched to the church expecting to
find the American army, instead ran head-on into General
Clinton’s column coming from the other direction. Both
recognized at once that they had been outwitted. A
detachment was hurriedly sent to overtake the fleeing
patriots, but it was too late. The last of the Americans were
crossing the river when they caught up with them at the
Ford.

A brief skirmish ensued over the guns, which were the last
to cross, but the cannon were saved and the day won for the
Americans. In the skirmish the Americans lost nine, killed or
taken, while the British lost two light horsemen and several
wounded. The position of the Americans on the far side of the
river made a British crossing under gunfire risky so,
disappointed, the enemy gave up the pursuit. The boy
general had outguessed them and they returned to
Philadelphia tired, ashamed, and as Lafayette put it in his
Memoirs, ‘‘much laughed at for their ill success.”’ Lafayette
recrossed the river and returned to Valley Forge by the same
route he had come out.

General Washington, under date of May 24, 1778 wrote tc
the President of Congress as follows: ‘‘On the night of the

19th the enemy moved out in force against the detachmen
under the Marquis de Lafayette, mentioned in my letter o
the 18th, which made a timely and handsome retreat in grea

~ order aover the Schuylkill at Matson’s Ford. Our loss was nine

men in the whole. The enemy’s loss is supposed to be
something more. Their (the enemy’s) march was circuitous
and rapid, and | should imagine many of their men sufferec
from it. General Clinton commanded in person.’’

In another of Washington’s letters is this description of the
affair: **The Marquis, by depending on the militia to patro
the roads on his left, had very nearly been caught in a snare
- in fact he was in it, but by his own dexterity or by the
fcontinued on page 5)



enemy’s want of it, he disengaged himself in a very soldierly
manner, and by an orderly and well-conducted retreat got
out.”

A story about the fifty Indians attached to Captain
McLean’s company has been included in both Irvin Williams’
ind James Helms’ articles. The band, as was usual with
Indians, favored ambush. At one point on the return trip
rom north of Philadelphia to Barren Hill they concealed
themselves in a woods. While they rested, advance dragoons
(cavalrymen) of General Clinton’s column overtook them.
The dragoons knew American Indians only by hearsay, and
what they had heard was terrifying. All unsuspecting, they
entered the woods and the native Americans rose up letting
out wild war whoops.

The dragoons turned about their horses and fled, never
recovering from their panic until they reached the city. The
Indians, on their part, had never seen dragoons. The sight of
s0 many scarlet coats demoralized them, and they fled in the
opposite direction.

Over the years scholars have debated the identity of the
Indians, called Iroquois in both Lafayette's Memoirs and
Watson's Annals. Of the six nations of the Iroquois, four
were partisan to the English, only the Oneidas and the
Tuscaroras siding with the American Rebels. After
investigation, it has been decided the band of fifty were
probably Oneidas and their place of origin was Stockbridge,
Mass. One researcher found in a letter of George
Washington’s dated Sept. 13, 1780 a sentence that says:
‘‘Captain Solomon (a chief) and part of his people were with
us in 1778."

Lafayette was held in respect and affection by both the
American people and his own countrymen in France. June
28, 1778 he performed admirably in the Battle of Monmouth.
The following year he went home on furlough. While in
France he pleaded the American cause in royal circles and he
sought, but did not receive, a commission in the French army
of General Rochambeau that sailed for Newport, R.1., in the
summer of 1780. The Marquis resumed his rank of major
general in the American army and served with distinction in
the Virginia campaign that led to the American victory at
Yorktown.

In later life Lafayette was caught up in the 1789 revolution

in his own country, and was spared death on the guillotine
only because he was known as a revolutionary. Because of his
affiliations with the royal family, he was charged with high
treason, and he spent the years between 1793 and 1797 in a
prison in Olmutz, Austria.

A happier year commenced in 1824. The hero of the War
for Independence made a year-long triumphal tour of the
United States. Then a widower, Lafayette was accompanied
by his son, George Washington Lafayette, and a daughter,
Virginie, named for the state of Virginia. Barren Hill was one
of the places visited. He died in 1834.

Lafayette descendants are honorary United States citizens.
In 1973 Rene de Chambrun, descended from Virginie, wrote
about his illustrious ancestor for the Quarterly Journal of the
Library of Congress, and the story was reprinted in Picket
Post magazine, May 6, 1978. Jeanne Pierre de Chambrun
helped Valley Forge Historical Society celebrate the 200th
anniversary of the day that news of the ratification of the
French Alliance reached Valley Forge. The Society observes
the French Alliance holiday on this date every year.

The name Lafayette lives on locally by way of the U.S. post
office, Lafayette Hill, and through street names in the Barren
Hill vicinity. Lest the area’s famous military event be
forgotten, the Historical Society of Montgomery County, in
1898, erected a monument that remained at the site until the
road was reconstructed. The inscriptions read as follows:

On the ground in the rear of
this stone the American troops under
Lafayette were encamped from the
18th to the 20th of May, 1778.
About three hundred yards
southwest of this place
were encamped the Indians who
were a part of Lafayette’s command

Pencil sketch of Lafayette drawn by an American artist
during the 1824-25 tour, now owned by the Valley Forge
Historical Society.

THANK YOU!
Ronald W. Farrer, member, compiled source material fc
this article. He became interested in the subject afte
purchasing at a flea market the booklet distributed by th

Historical Society of Montgomery County on the occasion ¢

the dedication of the monument, May 21, 1898.
Jack Shenkle drew the map on p 3.

French Alliance Day, 1994, will be celebrated May 21,
Count Gilbert de Pusy Lafayette, from France, will attend.
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Nifty New Exhibits

Three special exhibits have been mounted in the museum,
one dealing with kitchen tools; another, Phoenixville in
World War II; and a third, Walter Sample's bands.

The pre-electricity culinary implements are ingenious and
show craftsmanship, but you’d hate to cook with them. The
oddities are on loan from mini-museum of Horace and Anna
Wilson of Western Road, Kimberton. Come see what
great-grandmother used to whip Up the delicious meals
everyone talks about.

The exhibit of Phoenixville in World War |1 contains items
loaned by the museum of the 111th Infantry Regiment of
Pennsylvania National Guard at Pennhurst. The uniforms
and other artifacts for many years languished in storage at
the Bridge Street armory building that was razed. They will
evoke memories in older viewers and appeal for the patriotic
impulses of younger ones.

Sample’s band mementos are pleasing to all his old music
students and to the assaciates who made it possible for the
‘music man’ to organize dancing, marching, and military
bands in the Junior and Senior high schools, 1928 to 1943,
Sample died in 1958. His drum was brought to our museum
without drumsticks, but Jaworski’'s Music Centre supplied
these as well as a flute and a clarinet of the period. Grace
Hadfield donated a Weber photograph of 500 people
enjoying a band concert in Reeves Park.

Rebecca Lane Pennypacker Price

The touching account of a Phoenixville woman's charitable
work during the Civil War, published in two recent issues,
raises some questions. Who was Rebecca Price? Where was
her home? We have the answers, largely due to research by
Lois Donovan, our Friday curator.

The dear lady, christened Rebecca Lane Pennypacker, was
a daughter of Matthias Pennypacker, grandson of a
Mennonite bishop by the same name who operated a mill cn
the Pickering Creek near Williams Corner. Sarah Lane
Anderson was her grandmother. Her childhood home was

the miller’s house, and Jane Ritchey drew a picture of it for .

the cover of our Society’s 1988 engagement calendar.

After her marriage to Edwin Price, Rebecca lived on an
upper floor of the Reeves-Cornett building that stood until
1948 on the southwest corner of Main and Bridge Streets.
Ray Keim used this building as an illustration for the
December page of our 1990 caiendara Edwin Price ran a store
at the location and was listed as a dealer in books, stationery,
music sheets, wallpaper and notions.

Students Use Archives

The following students who are working on theses relating
to the Phoenixville area have used our archives under the
guidance of Lois Donovan.

Jason Warren of Qaks is engaged in a geography
transportation project for Penn State University. Lorrie B._..,
is writing a 2-page paper for St. Pius X high school and
searched for information about St. Ann’s Church and the
Byrne building.

Mary Graham, senior at Kimberton Waldorf school, is
interested in Phoenixville's and Spring City’s oid buildings.
She interviewed older residents and, accompanied by Mrs.
Donovan, spent two days taking photographs. Her treatise
will be completed in May and our society will receive a copy.

AN INTEREST IN DAIRIES — A lady from Fort
Washington called the society about products of local dairies.
She is a writer and her special interest is buttermilk. The
caller said she had purchased at a flea market an early milk
container made of cardboard and marked ‘‘Showalter,”’ and
she is planning to use this flea-market find as a cover picture.

Donations

A large bell that was once mounted on a post at Lock 60 of
the Schuylkill canal was donated by John Coine. The donor
says canal boat captains waiting to use the lock rang the bell
to summon the tender. Coine purchased it as a young man
when he visited the last tender to live at the location, and he
paid fifty cents for the treasure. Neal Thorpe, of the
Schuylkill Canal Association, prefers that we keep the relic.
It will be safer in our museum than back at its original
location. i

A fifteen-inch-long narrow brass object that saw long
usage as a letter opener was donated by a Florida resident,
Betty Shanaman Meier, daughter of the owner
Shanaman's lumber yard. Scratched in the brass is the naie
‘‘Pennypacker,’’ and Mrs. Meier explains that prior to 1925
the lumber yard was ‘‘The Pennypacker and Kennedy
Lumber and Coal Company.

A book about the Spanish-American war was donated by
Lucy Woodland after she read in The Phoenix the publicity
given to Jonathan Yuengling’s program at our society's
December meeting. The book includes lists of Pennsylvania
volunteers which may be helpful to descendants who are
tracing their family ancestries.

Articles relating to the Showalter Dairy, collected over the
years by Frank and Elaine Husted, have been turned over to
our society.

Historical Society

Of the Phoenixviile Area
P.O. Box 552
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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