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December Meeting

The quarterly meeting will be held Wednesday, Dec. 14 at
7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall at Church and Main Streets.

The speaker will be Bill Nelson and the topic of his slide
lecture is old school text books. Nelson acquired one such book
in 1967 and since that year his collection has grown 10 many
hundreds of old readers that date from 1840 to 1960. The
books were intended solely for instruction in reading, but
present-day observers have found the selection of material
demonstrates progressive changes in American family life.

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to new members John Denithomne,
Charles J. Kelly, Mary Brower, Rose Marie Cote, Joseph
Michinock, and Ann Kline.

With regret we report the death of Philip Lull.

Renewing their membership as Sponsors are Phoenixville
Federal Savings, and Mr. & Mrs. John Earwaker Jr.

Renewing as Contributors are Mr. & Mrs. William
Reeves 111, Donald Harrop, and Mr. & Mrs. Richard Unger.

Renewing as Friends are Elizabeth Eldridge, Katherine
Damsgaard, Alma Kendig, and Thomas Kelly.

Special Contributions have been received from Janet
Molvie, Wilhemina Eaches, Miss Catherine Rankin, Marie
Wisneski, Mrs. Paul Ludwick, and Phoenixville Federal.

The Mortgage
The fifieen year mortgage on HSPA property will be paid
off in the early months of 1995, and Officers and Directors
will redirect the money into essential maintenance work.
Should the occasion call for a celebration, members will be
duly notified.

Blue Collar Valley Forge

Rick Wolf, a National Park Ranger, was speaker at our
society's Sept. banquet meeting. He described the history of the
entire 3,500 acres now included in the Park, rather than
limiting himself to the 220 acres of winter encampment
grounds originally set aside as a memorial 10 the American
Revolutionary army.,

The most recent land acquisition, Wolf said, was the
Fatlands estate on the onnosite side of the Schnulkill River

The purchase took in the grounds without the mansion, but did
include a barn that is possibly the largest early barn in either
Chester or Montgomery County.

The history of the present Valley Forge Park area can be
divided into a number of periods. During the 1840s and '50s so
many industries flourished along the river, Wolf called that
period "Blue Collar Valley Forge.” Prominent businesses were
the Kennedy limestone manufactory and the Lubin Motion
Picture Studio.

In the period when the American army was here, he said,
no soldier starved or froze to death. Comparatively few deaths
occurred in the cold months; more when the weather was
warmer. As was the case with all armies in the days before
modern sanitation, for every soldier killed in battle, ten died of
disease.

Later, when the canal era began, the Schuylkill Navigation
Co. made a river pool at Valley Forge with locks at either end,
and the remains of the towpath are visible to this day.

At still a later time, Wolf told us, Lubin's movie industry
was engaged in a lawsuit with Thomas Alva Edison.

There was a thirty-foot high quarry wall at Port Kennedy,
and a total of 457 workmen were employed in this part of
Valley Forge Park. Kennedy brought in a railroad spur to
transport his limestone.

Black History Exhibit

Lois Donovan, archivist, has been invited to talk about the
Underground Railroad to fifth grade students in the local
elementary schools during Black History month next Feb. The
children will afterwards visit our museum and view a special
display on the subject.

Since there are so many references to blacks throughout
Phoenixville's history, it would be an opportunity to mount an
exhibit that would appeal not only to the children, but to adults
as well. Members are requested to help the museum commitiee
with suggestions, information, and if possible, artifacts.

Museum Openings
The museum.is open first Sundays of the month between 1
and 4. Host for Dec. 4 is David Frees; Jan. 8, Bob Deger and
John Donovan; Feb. 5, Elyse Fiebert and Jim Denithome.
Office and museum are open every Wed. and Fri. 9 10 3.
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AND WHAT THEY LEFT
by MIRIAM CLEGG

; [ILLUSTRATED BY JACK SHENKLE

After the maker dies, a will becomes a public document.
As soon as one is filed with the Register of Wills, it is available
to anyone who wishes to inspect it. The snoopers might be
secking information about ancestors. Or, since inventories of
possessions are often filed with wills, might be interested in
learning how life was lived in a past era.

The documents themselves are an interesting subject. Look
into the history of wills and you find that modern practices are
based on ancient rules that have been constantly modified over
the centuries. Records are available that show an Egyptian,
buried in the year 2548 B.C., executed a will written on
papyrus and witnessed by two scribes. He settled property on
his wife and appointed a guardian for his infant children.

The early Greeks and Romans had a system whereby the
dying man could sell his land to a successor. The sale was
made in the presefice of five witnesses and was called a "copper
and scales” testament since a balance holder was present to
weigh the copper coins given in payment.

After the Norman Conquest of 1066 England adopted the
custom of transferring goods from the dying man to his heirs
under the supervision of the priest who was called to hear his
last confession. This manner of handing over property was in
effect for many centuries. The Catholic prelates who preceded
the Church of England distributed the goods in accordance
with the decedent's verbal instructions, and believed it was
their duty to perform the service for the welfare of his soul.
They encouraged the belief that to die without a will was a
horror to be avoided if humanly possible.

A lingering vestige of the old practice was continued in
American wills of the past century which frequently began with
the words, "In the name of God, Amen. I (NAME) being weak
in body, but sound in mind, do make and publish, etc."

The American colonies used many other forms and
phraseologies derived from the Mother Country. Most were
discontinued after the Revolution. In fact, the whole structure
of will legalities changed.

Land in the U.S.A. was plentiful and was regarded as a
commodity with the same laws applying to land as to other
possessions. In England, on the other hand, land was thought
of as a birthright and male heirs had preference over females,
and first sons over their younger brothers. The Married
Women's Property Act passed in England in 1882 brought
about welcome reforms on both sides of the Atlantic pertaining
to women's rights.

To sum up and define terms; a will is a person's
declaration as to the disposition of his property after his death.

Formerly the word "will" was used in connection with
"real,” or immovable property, like land and buildings. If the
disposition related to "personal,” or movable chattels, the word
"testament” was employed. When the time came that most wil'<

J

disposed of both real and personal property, the phrase "last
will and testament” came into use.

When a person leaves a will he is said to die "testae” and
he is called a "testator.” Should he die without a will, he dies
"intestate,” and the law determines the manner in which his
property is devised. An "administrator” is appointed by Court
to decide, in accordance with certain established rules, who are
the heirs and what proportion of the estate each of the heirs
TECEIVES.

The law is different in every state, but in general, the
spouse comes first. If the surviving spouse is a widow, she
receives her "dower" right; if a widower, he receives his "c-u-r-
t-e-s-y" right. The children are next, and then other lineal
descendants, including the issue of any deceased children.

In the absence of spouse and descendants, parents are ir
line o receive the property, next brothers and sisters, anc
finally, nephews and nieces. In the absence of all these, there 1
a category called "Next of Kin," figured by a rathe:
complicated formula. Where no heirs of any sort can be found
the deceased's goods go the the state by Law of Escheal.

The intestate rules are ofien guides to those who di
testate, having composed their own wills and left specific
instructions as to the heirs and the executor who is K«
administer the estate. Revisions to wills are made with codicils.

Administration is made easier when an inventory of the
assets is filed with the will. The testator lists all property, rea
and personal, and at the time of death a value is assigned u
each item by a qualified appraiser.

Margaret B. Schiffer, local author, historian, and antique:
expert, published a book in 1974 entitled "Chester County
Pennsylvania, Inventories, 1684-1850." She found 10,78!
documents had been filed at West Chester during the time
period she selected, and from them compiled data on furniture
fabrics, decorative objects, etc. described in the exact word
and spelling of the owners.

Inspired by her example your newsletter writer has studie
the wills of Phoenixville personages, William Moore, Davi
Reeves, and Joseph R. Whitaker, which will be referred 0 a
Will No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3, and she will tell you what the
gentlemen left and who received it.

William Moore, controversial political figure, made Wil
No. 1 the same year the Treaty of Paris marked the end of the
Revolutionary War. He was 84 years old. The property h
bequeathed amounted to 600 acres situated on both sides of th
Pickering Creek in the area where the creek joins th
Schuylkill River. He willed it to Williamina, his faithful spous
for 59 years. The widow was a descendant of the Earl o
Wemyss. Moore commended Williamina in his will for th
manner in which she supported him during his tempestuou
career, saying her conduct did credit to the "noble an



honorable family” from which she sprang.

Moore had acquired 240 of the acres in 1729 from his
father, John, who was Collector for the Port of Philadelphia. By
the time of his death Moore's estate was known throughout the
county as "Moore Hall," and it included houses, stables, a grist
and saw mill, tavern, and other buildings.

Between 1733 and 1740 Moore made frequent trips 1o
Phila. to represent our area in "Assembly,” the governing body
of Pennsylvania. The following year he was appointed by the
governor a Justice of the Peace and Judge of Chester County
Court, and for the next 40 years was president judge of the
Court.

Unforwunately, Moore made many enemies. He lived like
an English lord and his haughty, aristocratic manner was
offensive to the other settlers, and excited jealousy in his
political rivals. There were complaints about his administration
of justice which he energetically repudiated. At one point he
endured incarceration in the Philadelphia jail as a means of
proving his rights.

After his death the land was divided and had dwindled w
187 acres in 1819 when the mansion was put up for sale. Time
has always dealt gently with that old house. In recent years its
restoration was begun by the famous architect, Brognard Okie,
but when the new owners were dissatisfied, was completed by
the equally renowned Martin Brumbaugh.

An inventory of the original furnishings was filed with
Moore's will. The house had four rooms and an entry on the
lower floor, five on the upper, a garret and a cellar. The
kitchen occupied a stone structure originally separated from,
but now attached to the house. There were no bathrooms, the
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inventory lists nine chamber pots for the six bedrooms, one
bedroom being on the first floor.

The most expensive pieces of furniture in Moore Hall were
the beds, one valued at 20 pounds, 7 shillings, and 6 pence.
Next was his desk and clock and an item called his "plate," a
word that in those days meant household articles cast from the
finest sterling-quality silver. Most of the plate at Moore Hall
was confiscated during the Revolution. What was left was a
silver pint cann, a porringer, a cream cann, six tablespoons and
six teaspoons. '

The beds of that era were elaborate. Actually the word
"bed” meant the sack filled with feathers or wool. The wooden
frame that held the bed was the "bedstead.” Either canopy tops
or testers rested on high posts, and from them were suspended
heavy curtains that could be pulled shut on wintry nights.

The floors were bare. Moore had two carpets, one
described as small. Often as not carpets were spread on tables
rather than the floor. There were just three "looking glasses.”
One had side candles and was in the parlor.

An unusual item in the inventory was a sedan chair, which
was a portable wheelless vehicle for one person, borne on poles
by two men, one before and one behind. In his old age Moore
was crippled with the gout.

Considering the many additions of land, it is nol
surprising Moore employed someone to survey the boundaries
Nicholas Scull, Philadelphia map maker and surveyor whose
notebook has been preserved by the Historical Society o
Pennsylvania, once visited Moore Hall and made friends with ¢
young son of William and Williamina's. The rough draft of a
poem was found not long ago between the pages of Scull'

Artist’s conception of William Moore writing his will



leather-bound notebook, and it relates the boy's duck hunting
experience. Scull had evidently given an edited copy of the
poem to the family. Part of the draft is reproduced here. The
"hero" it mentions is the boy, and the "water" is the Schuylkill
River.

Old Moor of Moor Hall
(A manuscript poem found in Nicholas Scull's notebook
between two survey entries dated June 1734. Following are the
last three of nine stanzas. Previous stanzas identify the "hero”
as Moore’s stripling son. The complete poem is filed in our
archives.)
This hero he Saw
Just after a thaw
a flock of learge Ducks on the water
And also Espi'd
on the other Side
a Deer you Scearse ere Saw a fatter
Now reader pray mark what comes after

he took down his gun

which Quickley was done

And Loaded with Ball and Small Shot Sir
at the Ducks he let fly

and Caused Some to die

for twelve out of thirteen he got Sir

And what will you Puzzel

He mounted the Muzzel

E're the Ball from the Barrel got clear Sir
And aimed so right

That the Ball in its flight

Pass'd quit thro the heart of the Dear Sir

At the start of the Revolution, Moore was suspected of
British sympathies and a party from the American army
invaded his home to seize his arms. They found the haughty
occupant confined to his easy chair. As part of their loot the
American soldiers were about to carry off Moore's sword, but
he asked to hold it one last time. When it was handed to him,
with his foot on the floor he snapped the blade from the handle.
As a biographer tells it, "clinching tightly the hilt, he threw to
them the useless blade, and with a gesture of contempt, and
eyes gleaming, cried, 'There, take that if you are anxious to
fight, but you have no business to steal my plate!™

In order to grasp the significance of the following
inventory item, the reader must bear in mind that swords of the
period were often referred to as "hanger:"

"A Fowling Pice and broken Hanger"

The first article recalls the triumph of the young duck
hunter. The second recalls the agony of the old man forced by
circumstances to destroy a cherished possession. His "hanger”
was a virtual symbol of his high social standing.

By the time the No. 2 will was drawn, Pennsylvania was
no longer a British colony, but was a state in the Union. Lords
and ladies were out of style. The new upper classes worked
hard for their gain. Wigs and knee breeches were out; long
trousers were in. And property inventories for wills were no

longer valued in English money, but in American dotlars and
cents.

David Reeves, first president of Phoenix Iron Company,
composed his will in 1863, at which date he was seventy years
old. Eight years would elapse before his death, and during that
time five codicils would be added. He is known today as
founder of a dynasty since his direct lineal descendants for the
next three generations also headed up Phoenixville's celebrated
iron and steel industry.

Only two younger generations existed when the will was
drawn. Reeves had a son, Samuel James Reeves, three
daughters, and a number of grandchildren. One was a name-
sake, David Reeves II, destined to become president of our iron
company in 1878. Young David was just eleven years old when
he was the only grandchild named in the will and allotied
shares in company stock and his grandfather's watch. This
favoritism is an example of the Reeves' belief in primogeniture,
that is, succession to the eldest son.

David Reeves, the testator, provided generously for his
wife, Clara Mary, giving her shares of stock in the local iron
company and in other companies he founded which were the
Cumberland Nail and Iron Co. of Bridgeton, NJ, and Cambria
Iron Co. of Johnstown, PA. He also willed her furniture and
"plate." Sadly, Clara Mary predeceased him, and a few years
later he remarried.

Reeves bequeathed his mansion house and farm, situated
on Starr Street, south of Bridge Street, to Samuel J., his son.
Whitestone, another large house that still remains on the tract,
was willed to his eldest daughter, Mary J. Scull, with the wo
younger daughters compensated by an equivalent in cash.

For those readers interested in the affects of inflation, the

cash equivalent for Whitestone was $6,000. We understand
Geewax, Terker dnd Co., who recently restored it, spent a cool
million. ;
There is no mention in the will of the Reeves' Philadelphia
home at 1209 Walnut Street. The house might have been
company-owned, or it might be included in the clause that
reads: "All the rest, residue and remainder of my Estate, real
and personal, . . ."

The fourth codicil to David Reeves' will states that his
wife, Sallie S. Reeves, should take as much of his plate as she
wants for her own use. Prior to the 1882 property act a widow
was not entitled to anything of value like silver unless it was
willed to her by the husband.

The fourth codicil is the first indication we have of Reeves’
second marriage. He and Sallie, who was a widow, were
married in 1870 and the new bride was Clara Mary's sister. She
did not have dower rights as a financial arrangement was made
prior to the wedding. Alas! Sallie lived only a short time, and
her widower then married another sister-in-law. The third
marriage, he quipped, was to keep his feet warm.

The three wives were daughters of New Jersey merchant
Samuel L. James. The initial "J" carried by members of the
Reeves family through the generations refers o this Welsh
surname of James.

The very first clause in the will proper, as is almost always
the case, directed the executor to pay his debts, though it failed
to mention funeral expenses. David Reeves was given an



expensive funeral. The family arranged for 34 railroad cars
made up into three special trains to transport the mourners to
Laurel Hill cemetery in Philadelphia.

Though nearly 30 years had elapsed since "the Reading"
ran from Phoenixville to the city, many of the funeral
passengers were accustomed to go everywhere by foot and had
never ridden a train before. It was with some trepidation they
climbed aboard.

A monument was voted by iron company employees 10
honor the famous citizen. A likeness was sculptured and cast in
bronze and remains today on a tract of land set aside as
"Reeves Park.”

The No. 3 will was written by Joseph R. Whitaker,
bachelor, who was born in 1824, a whole generation after
David Reeves. Whitaker was a son of Reeves' one-time partner,
Joseph Whitaker Sr. He was brought up in Phoenixville and
then lived for several years in a mansion called "Mont Clare”
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Statue of David Reeves.in Reeves Park

which was built by his father in 1847 on the opposite side of
the Schuylkill River.

The younger Whitaker later lived in Maryland and
Delaware, and by 1895 had amassed a fortune of around three-
quarters of a million dollars, a very large sum at the date.

The bulk of his fortune went to two sisters, and to nieces
and nephews who were children of a third sister and of three
deceased brothers. One nephew was excluded and we'l
probably never know what sin caused him to lose his
inheritance. The will names "six of the seven children of my
deceased brother, George W. Whitaker." The seventh mus
have been the black sheep of the family.

In like manner the testator knew how to handle ar
obviously unpopular brother-in-law. His sister, Elizabeth, wife
of Richard Shreeve, did not inherit in the same way as the
others, but was taken care of with a trust fund "to be her owr
separate estate, and not in anywise subject to any control by o
intervention of her said husband.” Nor could Richard Shreev
receive his "curtesy" right. At Elizabeth's death the trust was «
be dissolved and the money divided amongst other heirs. The
Shreeves lived in a border state. Perhaps the rejected husban
fought on the wrong side in the Civil War?

Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker, son of Whitaker's sister
Maria, inherited part of his uncle's estate. Pennypacker wrot
the "Annals of Phoenixville" when a young man an
distinguished himself 30 years later as governor o
Pennsylvania. He relates in his autobiography that his larg
private resources saved him from accusations of using hi
position as governor for personal gain. As he expressed it
"saved me from those intimations which are so often ruthlessl
and recklessly made concerning those holding public office."

Legacies can be a powerful influence for the good and ou
historical society has benefited by this means on two occasions

Kathryn Moyer, who died May 17, 1990, named th
society in her will, and the money received proved a kf
support at a critical stage in the society's development. Kathry
was the widow of Harry Moyer, one of our founders who hel
the office of vice president on the first roll of officers an
directors.

Rachel McAvoy died November 1, 1986. In the yea
preceding her death she gave us the entire collection of India
artifacts that over her lifetime she picked up on land adjacen
to the Schuylkill River near Phoenixville. Her donation ha
enabled the society to keep alive public awareness of the nativ
American population that made this site their hunting groands

Now we come to a true story of a Phoenixville residen
who didn't die and leave everything behind. She managed ©
take a little something with her.

The lady in question stipulated in her will that a state
amount of her money should be placed in her hand befor
burial. The dutiful executor, just beforc the lid was sealed 1
place, slipped crisp new bank notes into the coffin. Since sh
was an avid antiques collector, some of her friends believed sh
would begin buying again in the next world. Others suggeste:
she wanted traveling money. No one at the time thought ¢
letting her pay with a check!

A Credit: "Law of Wills,” by Thomas E. Atkinsor
Hornbook Series, West Publishing Co., 1953.



. Joy Abounded When Vi’;
THE TWO PIECES FIT

-~ Wilma Murray, pottery dealer, wrote about her pleasure at
owning a rare piece of Erruscan majolica for "Majolica
‘Matters,” the newsletter. of Majolica International Society. The
acquisition was made poss:ble through an ad placed in the
newsletter.

2. Wilma believes her nny (6 172" tall) holy water font made
n Phoemxvxl]e and one like it owned by Mrs. Ellis Stern, to be
the only survivers of tndjohca turned out of this particular
old. The base of the piece, called the pedestal, and the cup-
i aped top called the font, were used when clergymen made
sick calls to the seriously ill. The litde font was placed on a
ide table and filled from holy water stored in the pedestal.
Wilma had a base and advertised for a top. A lady
i ephoned and said she thought she had one. "We both held
“our breath when we met: with the two parts,” Wilma wrote; "Oh
-happy day! They fit together perfectly, colors exactly
_matchmg :

23 The undersxde of the font has a patent date rather than the
Etruscan mark. In 1883 Francis Malloy, of Norristown,
de.SIgned and took out a patent for these devices and they were
produced in other media such as pewter, china, etc. In specifi-
cations forming part of Letters Patent #288,085 Malloy says,
"My invention has for its object to supply a device which shall
be at once a dipping font for holy water and a reservoir there-
!for “said reservoir formmg the pedestal for the font. Its
semb]ance to a botde is visually nullified, so that devotional

::,cnumem is not 1mpa.1red or distracted by vulgar association of .

adeas.”
Whether Malloy desxgned the omamentation we do not
ow, but the decorations depict the Virgin Mary surrounded
- _demgns of symbolism; the Rose of Sharon, the Tree of Life,
§ctc all in traditional Etruscan colored glazes. Around the top
are the familiar G.S.&H. scallop shells, and on the underside is
‘Lhe pamter s mark that much of Phoenixville's pottery shows.
~Wilma Murray recently transferred her remarkable piece
-Lo a-collection that will one day belong to the Historical Society
of the Phoenixville Area. It will come full circle and wind up
whcre it was made.

The Old Iron Railings

A new bridge taking Gay Street over the French Creek
opened in 1926 replacing a span at the same location built in
1884. Two features of the previous structure were salvaged. We
know its cobblestone approaches are now paving Church Alley.
but where are the iron railings that were probably crafted by
P.I. Company and that very likely were sold to second hand
dealers?

The answer may be they were re-used as property fences,
and a society member has come up with the story that some
sections are serving this purpose around a house in Yellow
Springs.

She remembers that years ago Jim Boyd, a Birchrunville
antiques dealer, purchased some of the railings and fenced in
his house and shop. But when Boyd's grandson was engaged w©
be married, the bride-to-be expressed a preference for a preity
white board fence instead of the dull-colored irom, and the
older man agreed to the change.

A Birchrunville landscape gardener happened to have a
new client who deeply appreciated the beauty of fine early
ironwork. The gardener dug up the fence made from bridge
railings that Boyd had given him, hauled it away in his truck,
and was delighted when he was rewarded with a large sum of
money. He had a good day!

A Post Card Find

Joanne Brown, former president of our society, and her
son, Peter Brown, attended this year's Farm and Home Show in
Lancaster, and Pete canvassed the post card display table with

‘the hiope of adding to his collection of local cards.

To their great satisfaction the Browns found a picture of
the concert grounds at Reeves Park and the signature of the
sender was "Rachel W. Hallowell.” This was Joanne's mother
and Pete's grandmother. Mrs. Hallowell had sent Easter greet-
ings to friend, John Hoover, of Lancaster.

Pete's collection contains roughly 200 Phoenixville cards,
a large number of Schuylkill Canal cards, and over 1,000
picturing Valley Forge. One labeled "Phoenixville High
School" puzzled him for a while, but he learned it was a school
on the North Side that has been torn down.
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