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March Meeting

The quarterly meeting will take place Wednesday, March
10, at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall at Church and Main
Streets. Our speaker for the occasion will be local sculptress
Doris Sams of Pottstown, and she will present a video in
which our past president, Robert Shaffner, plays a role.

Mrs. Sams stirred up the art world in the winter of
1991-82 with sculptures made from Phoenix lron Company
wooden foundry molds. They were displayed at Ursinus
College’'s Berman Gallery and attracted 500 patrons at the
opening, the most the gallery had ever entertained in one

“ay.
Flea Market March 6

A Flea Market and Bake Sale is planned for Saturday,
March 6, at Society headquarters between 9 and 3. The
refreshments will be frankfurters, three kinds of homemade
soup, soda and coffee.

Donations of goods for the sale may be delivered to the
hall on February 17 from 7 to 8 p.m.; on March 3, from 7 to
8 p.m.; and on March 5 from 7 to 9 p.m. Please, no
furniture or clothing, but the following will be gladly and
gratefully accepted: household items, jewelry, collectibles,
and books. Those who desire pick-ups may call 833-4950 or
933-7247 to make arrangements.

Wanted

A volunteer is urgently sought to perform the clerical
work necessary to apply for grants. No experience or
training is needed. Maney for worthwhile projects is
available if one of our members will take the time to gather
information and fill out forms. Should the first application
be rejected, the volunteer is expected to suggest changes so
it may be accepted on the next try, and must follow through
and reapply.

Every Four Years

Political campaigns, especially for presidential elections,
test the ingenuity of those who strive to make the office
seeker's name a household word. Names, pictures and

‘ogans are printed on all sorts of give-aways like buttans,
anners, etc., and when the big day is over the articles
become collectibles and are passed along from owner to
owner for generations.

Nna nf niir mamhbare Rnhart (Anehnrn ie a Swarthmnre

College graduate, worked in the magazine publishing
business, served on local and county school boards, was
president of the Chester County Historical Society, and is:
editor of the Tredyffrin-Easttown History Club Quarterly.
Nevertheless, as the saying goes, ‘‘a liitle nonsense now
and then is relished by the wisest men,”” and Bob cannot
resist campaign souvenirs.

He brought a chest full of them to last December’s
quarterly meeting and held up his treasures to admiring
spectators. Following is a much abridged sampling: a 1928
Herbert Hoover poster; a button expressing the anti-Reagan
sentiment ‘‘Jane Wyman was right,”’ and an anti-FDR
buttor: “'Franklin Deficit Roosevelt:”’ a version of Teddy
Roosevelt's Rough Riders hat: a tiny srnoe with a hole in the
s le - ““Der * let it happen to you, vote for lke!™

Goshorn’s Harrison Tyier memento goes back to 1840.
The 1860s, he says, brought in badges with candidates’
pictures. He has a rare beardless Lincoln. Then he has a
mechanical bird - pinch the tail and the wings unfold witha
message. Bob has pins, rings, tie clasps, emery files,
thimbles, a golf tee that claims the office seeker will suit
you to a “‘T.”” Another snappy slogan is *‘All the way with
LBJ.” '

Also in the chest, to name a few more, are clickers, match
folders, scarfs, fans, bumper stickers, neckties, letter
openers, and post cards. What fun he has! Let's hope Bob
Goshorn finds a lot more!

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to new members John J. Coine and
Glenn Cagle. With regret we report the deaths of Mrs.
Elizabeth Conway and Walter J. Murray.

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Earwaker are Sponsors of HSPA.
Mr. W. Thomas Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. William H. Reeves II,
and Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Unger are Contributors of
HSPA. Friends of HSPA are Mrs. Thomas Byrne Jr., John
F. Coine, Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Cox Jr., Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Elmer, and Mr. and Mrs. Stan Zielinski.

Security

A burglar alarm arrangement in our museum and smoke
detectors in the storage rooms and office have been
installed by Eagle Systems, Inc., so we can now provide &
measure of security for the articles that generous donors
brina to the Societv.



The house at No. 10 N. Main Street has stood there for a
great many years, and this location is believed to be the
earliest home site in the Borough of Phoenixville. The
original dwelling on the property was built of logs in 1732
and was first occupied by young James Starr, operator of
the adjacent French Creek grist mill. Starr’s father, James
Sr., miller by trade, had recently purchased a 350-acre tract
on the south side of the creek. He set aside a 60-acre mill
tract and cleared the remainder for a farm.

Land owned by Starr Sr. extended from present-day Nutt
Road to the Schuylkill River. The 1732 Charlestown
Township tax list, (Schuylkill Township did not then exist,)
credits him with a grist mill, accommodations for the miller,
and a stone dwelling. The latter house, occupied by Starr
Sr. along with his wife and younger children, was situated
on the farm and was closer to the Schuylkill River. The
present ‘‘Starr Cottage’’ on Starr Street is thought to
contain the early stone dwelling surrounded by many
additions.

The Starrs were not the first family to settle in the area.
Preceding them by nine months was a younger couple,
Moses Coates and wife, who had purchased 150 acres on
the opposite, or north side, of French Creek. And both the
Starrs and Coates were late comers compared to Francis
Buckwalter who was owner, since 1720, of all the land on
the north side of the creek that lies within the loop of the
Schuylkill River.

Buckwalter, the pioneer landholder, lived but a few years
after settling in the township. By 1732 his four sons and one
daughter had farms of their own in the vicinity, and along
with other farmers bordering the creek, brought their grain
to the new Starr mill to be ground into feed and flour. The
only other grist mill in the locality was one built by William
Moore on the Pickering Creek in 1729.

Buckwalter and his children were Mennonites, born in the
Palatine region of Germany. The Coates, who became
parents of six children while living at French Creek, were
Quakers from County Carlow, Ireland. The Starrs and their
children - James Sr. was 55 on arrival - were also Quakers
from the same Irish county as the Coates’.

The resident of No. 10 N. Main Street, James Starr Jr.,
very soon became invaolved in local community affairs.

In those days, during April and May of each vyear,
immense numbers of shad swam up the Schuylkill River to
spawn, and fishermen from near and far, including the
Starrs, placed obstacles in the water to intercept them. The
fish could be preserved by smoking, and they were an
important part of their food supply. During the same season
boatmen from upstream townships took advantage of the
high waters that made the river navigable and poled grains
loaded on flatboats to market in Philadelphia. The weirs and
racks of the fishermen posed a hazard to the boatmen.

The rights of fishermen vs. boatmen were argued in the
Pennsylvania Legislature for a number of years and bills
were passed attempting to insure justice for each side.
Records of the legislation have been preserved in the
published volumes of Pennsylvania Archives and may be
examined in the Chester County library.

In the spring of 1738 the dispute erupted into a pitched

Life at No. 10
N. Main Street

By Miriam Clegg

battle. Law officers from Amity and Oley townships were
given authority to remove all obstacles to river navigation
and a band of constables came downstream in canoes
aiming to destroy the weirs at the mouths of Mingo,
Pickering and Perkiomen Creeks. Within minutes about 200
fishermen lined up along the shore in a threatening manner.

At a point near French Creek, William Richards,
constable from Amity, took his staff in hand and
commanded the fishermen in the King’s name to keep the
peace. (Remember, this was pre-Revolutionary.) Nonethe-
less, Richards swore in a deposition, one James Starr
weilded a large club, or stake, and knocked him into the
river, after which other fishermen continued the attack. One
officer was left lying as though dead with his body on the
shore and his feet in the river. Repulsed in similar fashion
at the Perkiomen Creek, the defeated band went on to
Philadelphia, then the seat of Pennsylvania government,
and registered a complaint with higher authorities.

James Starr’s conduct seems inappropriate for a peace-
loving Quaker, but may be excused as the impetuosity of
youth. A few years afterwards the young man gave up
milling and leased the French Creek grist mill to Rowland
Richards (not related to the constable.) The new miller, with
wife and children, moved into No. 10 N. Main Street.

Richards, at first, showed enterprise and attracted more
trade by blazing a path through the woods that separated
the mill from Nutt Road. He cut the initials R.R.M. with an
axe into the larger trees as an indication to customers they
were taking the right path. The marks were said to be still
visible many years later when only the oldest residents
remembered they meant ‘‘Rowland Richards’ Mill."”

Unfortunately the new miller became intemperate and the
business of milling was left to his wife who was already
burdened with family cares. The poor woman ran into debt
and the county sheriff seized their belongings in payment,
forcing the family to leave their home. Mrs. Richards, sa
the story goes, was deeply agitated and gathering her little
ones about her, she called upon God to curse the mill and
let no one prosper in its ownership.

Townspeople thereafter believed the bad luck that
plagued French Creek mill was the result of the curse. More
likely the design of the mill dam was the cause of its many
misfortunes. Like other constructions of the kind built af
that early date, the dam rested on the muddy bottom of the
creek, and French Creek, then as now, had periodic floods.
When parts of the dam gave way, escaping water racec
downstream and damaged, or destroyed, the mill buildings
and their equipment. Many owners went bankrupt while
trying to rebuild, and to cancel their debts the county sherif
would auction off the property to the highest bidder.

Sheriff sales of the mill tract took place four times
following the Richards’ eviction, once after the miller hac
struggled through three floods in rapid succession. When a
last, in 1822, the dam was rebuilt upon a rock base, ten fee
below the low water mark, it remained intact with onh
slight repairs as long as water power was used at the site
The grist mill was operated until 1826.

James Starr married in 1746 a young lady with the gooc

{Continued on Page 3)
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(Continued from Page 2)

Quaker name of Hannah Jones, and a short time later sold
the mill property. The house at No. 10 N. Main Street was
home to four more occupants and then, around 1759, the
‘ract was purchased by two brothers, Jonathan and

2njamin Coates, the grown sons of the early settler, Moses
Coates. '

Neither brother was a miller. Jonathan had recently
married Jane Longstreth of Bucks County, and a year later
Benjamin married Ann Longstreth, a sister of Jane's. The
two brides were granddaughters of Bartholormew Longstreth
who arrived in this country in 1698 bringing a certificate
from Settle Quaker Meeting in Yorkshire, England.

Following Bartholomew’s death, his widow Ann Long-
streth, removed to the French Creek area where her
daughters now resided. It appears as though Jonathan and
Benjamin Coates purchased the mill tract so their mother-
in-law could live at No. 10 N. Main Street. During her
lifetime title to the property remained in the hands of some
one of her male relatives. The house was probably refur-
bished at this time and the one-story stone dwelling that
still stands on Main Street added to the log house already
on the site.

At any rate, one day in the fall of 1758 a carriage bearing
Mrs. Ann Dawson Longstreth, and other passengers left
Warminster Township in Bucks County and headed for the
ford in the Schuylkill River that would bring the party of
travelers into Chester County. The date is established by
Quaker Meeting certificates. The horses were driven
through a shallow place in the river and were at length tied
up at the hitching posts in front of No. 10 N. Main Street.
With Mrs. Longstreth was her mother, Dorothy Dawson,
also a widow; her daughter Elizabeth, 17 years old; and two
sons, Joseph, 15, and Benjamin, 13. The teen-agers were

e youngest of her nine living children.
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No. 10 N. Main Street drawn by Jack Shenkle
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A black man by the name of Solomon traveled with the
family. The Quakers had not as yet taken a firm stand
against the practice of owning slaves.

Mrs. Longstreth’s oldest daughter, Sarah, moved to the
area a year after her mother came to live here. She had
married, in 1751, William Fussell, Chair Maker of Philadel-
phia. Fussell made and sold Windsor chairs at a shop on
Nutt Road that later became the tavern called Fountain Inn,
and was known by that name for at least 150 years.

There were more intermarriages in the small Quaker
community at French Creek. When Elizabeth Longstreth
was 22, she became the second wife of Joseph Starr, James’
brother, and at age 27 Benjamin Longstreth married Sarah
Fussell, a much younger half-sister of the chair maker. In
other words, a brother and sister Fussell married a sister
and brother Longstreth.

Incidentally, though Windsor chairs are sometimes
labeled with the maker's name, no signed Fussell piece has
ever turned up in a local antiques shop.

The Religious Society of Friends, organized in England
around 1650, had existed more than thirty years wher
brought to Pennsylvania. The name Quaker was given tc
them in derision (to quake, as with fear,) but the term was
not objectionable to the sect.

Yearly, quarterly and monthly meetings were established
in Philadelphia and surrounding towns. A meeting house
was built in Uwchlan Township in 1712, one in Nantmeal
Township in 1739, and in Pikeland Township, 1758. The
Pikeland meeting house was located in the town of
Kimberton, across the road from the latter-day Kimberton
meeting house, now Centennial Lutheran Church. Schuylkill
Township’'s Quaker meeting at Nutt and White Horse Roads

did not e)'ust until 1818. {Continued on Page 4
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(Continued from Page 3)

‘When relocating to another city or county, members of
the Society of Friends carried certificates from the old
meeting to the new one, and these records are now an aid to
historians and genealogists.

Their attitude towards war and slavery, and likewise their
style of clothing, set Quakers apart from other colonists.
Though often made of the finest fabrics, their clothes were
plain. The men wore broad brimmed hats, popular in the
18th century, but refrained from rolling back the brims to
make cocked hats. Their hair was never powdered and was
allowed to hang naturally around their shoulders. The
women wore unassuming linen headcoverings tied under
the chin, the ‘‘Quaker cap.’’ The bonnet came later.

In order to avoid the use of heathen names, Quakers used
numbers for the days of the week and months of the year.
Days were 1st, 2nd and 3rd, etc., beginning with Sunday.
Their 1st month was March and their 12th month, February.

Jane Longstreth Coates was overseer at the Pikeland
Meeting prior to 1762 and Joseph Starr was overseer there
from 1775 until 1788. Dorothy Dawson, the grandmother
living at No. 10 N. Main Street, was the first person buried
in the Pikeland burial ground. The Schuylkill River was at
flood stage at the time she lay on her death bed so she
decided against burial in the family plot at Abington
Township because of the risky river crossing. “‘Don’t drown
my dead body,’’ she advised her grieving relatives.
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The Quakers’ mode of dress was plain.

Mrs. Ann Longstreth was one of the first Quakers from
the Pikeland Meeting to manumit, or grant freedom, to a
slave. She signed papers in the courthouse that made
Solomen a free man. As she put it, "'she felt a disposition of
mind to do upright and impartial justice unto all men.”’
Perhaps Solomon continued to live at No. 10 as a paid
servant.

The youth, Benjamin Longstreth, learned the trade of
ship’s joiner, probably through apprenticeship in Philadel-
phia’s busy shipyards on the Delaware River. He invested
in real estale, purchasing 150 acres on the south side of
Nutt Road, but in a few years sold the parcel and purchased
from a brother the mill tract on which No. 10 N. Main Street
stands. He married in 1773.

It seems reasonable to suppose that at this date Benjamin
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built the large two-story stone house that is alongside and
joined to the one-story house where his mother lived, and
that No. 10 thereafter accommodated two families.
Benjamin and Sarah raised twelve children at the location,
six boys and six girls. The Annals gives the names and
locations of all known heads of families at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary War and lists the Longstreths in this
manner: ‘“‘Mrs. Longstreth; Benjamin Longstreth, on Main
Street, north of Bridge.’’

Benjamin maintained neutrality during the war. He was
enrolled in the Sixth Artillery Company, Charlestown
Township, but like his brother, and the Coates, Starrs and
Fussels, paid heavy fines for failure to report for militiz
exercises. Events recorded in Pennypacker’'s Annals,
however, indicate that our local Quaker families sympa-
thized strongly with the colonial cause, and they had indeed
good reason to loathe the enemy.

British and Hessian forces marched as far west as
Fussell’s chair shop (Fountain Inn) in September of 1777
All homes, including the Quakers’' were invaded and thei
valuables, along with food supplies, stolen. Sarat
Longstreth Fussell tried to save her treasured homespur
bed curtains by wrapping them around her body anc
covering them with her dress, but Hessian women camg
followers threw her to the floor and made off with the loot.

His post-war plans for the mill tract demonstrate tha
Benjamin Longstreth was an ambitious person. He decidec
to use the water power that ran his grist mill to manufacture
something very important in a time of building expansion
The article was nails, and it so happened the iron to make
them was readily available. The upper reaches of Frenct
Creek had powered forges and furnaces for over half ¢
century and, in fact, Nutt Road was so named because i
was the route taken by Sam Nutt to transport pig iron from
Warwick Furnace to be forged into bar iron at the Valley
forge.

Longstreth rebuilt his dam 1500 feet downstream and the
additional power he obtained enabled him to put a rolling
and slitting mill in operation. It was the first iron worked a
the site of the future Phoenix Iron Company. Pennypacker’s
Annals, written in 1871, dates the venture as 1790. Chestel
Spare, an iron company employee writing in 1910, differs
Spare uses the date 1783 which he most likely found ir
company documents unavailable to Governor Pennypacker.

Nails during Longstreth’s lifetime were made by ¢
laborious hand process. Valley Forge bar iron was reheatec
and rolled into plates; the plates were slit into rods; anc
blacksmiths hammered out tapers and heads of the
individual nails, one at a time.

From this small beginning there grew an iron industry
that would last for 200 years. In time the mill made wrough
iron directly from the ore, and by the 1870s Phoenixville hac
the largest rolling mill in the world, even surpassing the
mighty Krupp Works in Germany.

Unfortunately for Longstreth, after 17 years of successfu
operations, damage caused by three successive floods wipec
out his resocurces. He lost the entire mill tract to sheriff’:
sale, the winning bidder being James McClintock, anothe
riaii maker. Longstreth died two years later, in 1802.

For all their large families, only a few traces remain o
our early Quaker families. The Starrs are memorialized by
“‘Starr Street,”” and the Coates by the Chester County towr
of Coatesville, named for a descendant, Jesse Coates. The
Longstreth name_ is a familiar one because of Thatche
Longstreth, a direct descendant who is a present-day
political figure in Philadelphia.

After Longstreth’s time, iron was the chief industry or

(Continued on Page 5/}



(Continued from Page 4)

the mill tract although grain was ground until 1826. The
invention of nail making machinery greatly changed the
industry. One of the inventors, a New Englander, came to
French Creek, teamed up with two local men, Thomas
offin and Lewis Waters, and successfully tried out the new
method of making nails. Philadelphia capitalists became
interested and seized the opportunity to make a profit by
investing in the business. Engineers sent by them from the
City to supervise the works were the next tenants of the
house at No. 10 N. Main Street.

Lewis Wernwag, first to arrive, was the German-born
jesigner of a much admired single span covered bridge
across the Schuylkill River at Philadelphia. He stayed at No.
10 while he was constructing for himself a large and
imposing mansion on a bluff surmounting the north bank of
the creek. Wernwag changed the name of the nail factory to
““Phoenix Works"’ without realizing he was thereby naming
1 future borough. The sight of the furnace fires
ntermittently lighting the night sky reminded him of the
2hoenix bird in Egyptian mythology that perished in a
olaze, but arouse again from its own ashes. Wernwag left in
1818 to join the Schuylkill Navigation Company, builders of
the remarkable canal system that opened in 1825 and made
‘he river fully navigable.

,-“”? !.f’,

George and Jonah Thompson, who were his replace-
ments, found two commodious dwellings awaiting them
near the iron mill. George took the Wernwag mansion, and
Jonah, No. 10 N. Main Street. The local nail factory was

ow filling almost half the needs of Philadelphia for this
product, and was a close competitor of the Cumberland
Works of Bridgeton, N.J., that supplied the remainder. The
New Jersey works were owned by Reeves & Whitaker, a
Philadelphia-based firm that included David and Benjamin
Reeves and James and Joseph Whitaker.

In 1827, Reeves and Whitaker bought out their rival and,
in fact, took title to the entire village of Phoenixville, as it
was now called. The purchase included 490 acres of land,
mills, mill dam, factory, furnaces, fifty houses, and
apparatus capable of making seven tons of nails per day.
The Wernwag house was sold separately, and not long
afterwards became the home of Dr. Isaac Pennypacker,
father of the famous author. It was torn down in the 1880s
to make a right-of-way for the Pennsylvania Railroad.

While the Reeves’ remained in Philadelphia, the
Whitakers came to Phoenixville, James to No. 10 N. Main
Street, and Joseph to Starr Cottage, which was the old Starr
farmhouse, greatly enlarged. Chester County had been their
childhood home. The father of the prosperous Philadelphia
ironmasters was an Englishman who deserted the British
Army during the Revolutionary War and secreted himself in
the hills of Coventry. The Whitakers went on to other
pursuits a few years before the era of the Railroads opened
up an enlarged market for iron,

The manufacture of iron rails began in this country
around 1840. Prior to that date rails were imported from
England. David Reeves in 1846, established three rail mills
in Pennsylvania, John Griffen being manager of the one at

afe Harbor, Lancaster County. Robert S. Buck, the, last
ironworks superintendent to live at No. 10 N. Main Street,
was transferred from the Cumberland Nail Works to build a
rail mill in Phoenixville. The iron company at the time was
named ‘‘Reeves, Buck & Company.”’

Dare i

In 1855 the ironworks on French Creek was incorporated
as Phoenix Iron Company with David Reeves, president,
and his son S.J. Reeves, vice president. The company had
become affluent and the houses of the executives were
large. The Reeves’ built huge mansions on a tract at Bridge
and Starr Streets that was once part of James Starr Sr.’s
farm. John Griffen, brought to Phoenixville to be the new
superintendent, scorned the accommodations offered by the
house on Main Street, and built ‘“Whitestone,”’ a mansion
that still stands on Starr Street.

Hemmed in by commercial buildings on one side and an
industrial site on the other, No. 10 was rented to lower
ranking employees. Other rental properties of Phoenix lron
Company were the Mill Street houses (Nailer’s Row,) and a
double row that stood behind the Mansion House Hotel
(Puddler’'s Row.) After S.J. Reeves |l became president in
1923, company-owned houses passed into private owner-
ship.

At present No. 10 is situated on a traffic peninsula
between the highway and a parking lot. A delight to old-
house lovers, it retains a great many original features. The
log portion has long since disappeared. The one-story
portion is 21 x 18 feet, and the two-story part measures 34 x
28 feet. The exterior walls are rubble and field stone,
twenty inches thick.

The house is lightly stuccoed, but evidence of an earlier
pointing exists. The roof framing is a tapered rafter, half-
lapped and pegged with dovetailed collar beam. The size of
the chimney above the roof is misleading as below the roof
there is evidence of three or more flues. The doors and
windows belong to the Federal period. The porch, dormers
and cornice are Victorian.
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An iron fence around the bouse on Main Street was
made by Phoenix Iron Company c1870. Drawing by
Jane Ritchey.

A trap door in the smaller building leads to an attic and at
some time a hole was made between the two buildings that
exposed hand-split oak lathe and mud and horsehair
plaster.

No. 10 was twice registered, the first time by French and
Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust in 1977 and the
second, by Jane Davidson as part of the Phoenixville
Historic District.

The house is pictured in the 1910 Souvenir Book and in
the Bicentennial issue of The Evening Pheoenix. A 1909 book
entitled The Longstreth Family Records also uses a photo of
the house so intimately associated with the family.

Credit: Pictures on pp2 and 4 from Early American Dress
by Warwick, Pitz and Wyckoff.



Upcoming
Majolica
Party

Majolica internaiional Socigty of New York City (MI8) will
be in our area this year for its annual get-togaether. The date
is Saturday and Sunday, April 24 and 25, and the place is
the Sherdton Vailey Forge Hotel in King of Prussia. Our
Society has extended MiS an invitation to visit our museum
during the two days, and two HSPA members, Ann Stern
and ‘‘Majolica John'’ Boraten have likewise invited MIS 1o
view their Efruscan majolica. )

The Boratens are selling a part of their collection and
approximately 150-200 peices will go on the auction block at
Alderfer's, 501 Fairgrounds Road, Hatfield, on Thursday,
April 22, at 2 p.m.

Fourth Grade Scholars

Our Society is presently helping with a program that will
benefit 66 fourth grade students at the Schuylkill
Elementary School. Under sponsorship of the Phoenixville
Kiwanis Club, a group of grandparents meet every Friday
afternoon and introduce young scholars to subjects they do
not find in the ordinary curriculum. Friday, Jan. 22, David
M. Frees aobliged with a !ocal® history lecture. The
grandparenis find additional help from our museum exhibits
and data in our filing cabinets.

Expenses of the program are covered by a $22,500 state
grant, 37,500 each year for three years. Schuylkill is the
only elementary school in Pennsylvania to have a grandpar-

ent program.
New Officers

Mark Chester is president-slect of HSPA. He takes the
place of Michael Viresik who resigned the position to attend
to personal obligations. The society is grateful to Mike for
his work on the Building and Grounds committee and Long
Range Planning.

Rebert Deger, our new vice president, stepped into the
office formerly held by Chester. Bob comes from an old
Fhoenixville family that was associated with the dairy
business. His first coniribution after becoming an officer
was the computerization of the membership list.

Timely Exhibits ey

The year 1983 is the 100th anniversary of two Hocal! |
institutions, Valiey Forge Park and the Phoenixville
Hospital. ©On May 30, 1893 the Commonweaith” of ¢
Pennsylvania assumed control of 217 acres of encampment
land and created Valley Forge Park. On December 16 of the
same year a fraternal organization, the Knights of the’
Golden Eagie, opened a forerunner of the Phoeoixville -
Hospital on Mill Sirset. beside the Gay Siresel bridge.' -

Due o its anniversary, Valley Forge Nationai Historic
Park is celebrating French Alliance Day in a special
manner. The French ambagsador, or some member of the
embassy, will be present along with a de!egaie,;‘.ﬂnﬁ:the
U.S. Staie Department. The present Marquis de Lafaystte
has been invited and actor Wiiliam Summerlieid who has
several times played the role of Generai George
‘Washington. Look in the newspapers for further detaiis.

HSPA has mounted special exhibits in our museum in
honor of the two anniversaries. Highlighting the Park
exhibit are commemorative china piates once sold 1o tourists
who visited the old Washington inn that stood on Route 23
next to the present traffic-light intersection. Some are
Staffordshire-style with pictures of Washington’s headquar-
ters. lIronicaily, they weres made in Joaroth, England.
Others are hand painted in color with a picture of the inn,
and were made in Germany. Our archivist, Feg Trunk,
acquired the latter through a lucky find al an cui-of-state
flea market.

The hospital exhibit features articles used by the Knights
of the Goiden Eagle such as flags, swords, hals, medals,
bills and invoices, and a bock of bylaws. They were gifts to
our Sosiety from a member, MaBelle Haynie.

Quilts on Parade

Pre-Civil War quilts made by two Mont Clare sisters,
Margaret Love and Eliza Ann Love, will be part of a quilt,
show at Green Lane, Pa. The sisters plied their needies
while their intended husbands were serving in the Union
Army, and afterwards married in a double wedding
ceremony Philip H. Meeser and William H. Clegg. Both
families had descendants who are a member and a deceased
member of HSPA.

The show will be on weekends in May and June at the
Red Men’s Hall. For information, call 234-8853. Money for
the endeavor is supplied by a grant from the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania Council on the Arts.
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