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December Meeting

The quarterly meeting will take place Wednesday,
December 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall at Church and
Main Streets.

The speaker will be Jonathan Yuengling and his topic is
Battery C, a Phoenixville unit that served in the Spanish
American War. Battery C is possibly the only Pennsylvania
company to go overseas, and Yuengling will follow it
throughout the end-of-the-century conflict. He will show
artifacts and photographs.

Membership Report

A hearty welcome to the following new members: Herbert
Brown, Mr. & Mrs. John Curren, Patricia Michnock, Janet
Molvie, Sandra Momyer, Margo Denithorne Richter, Stella
Viola.

Mr. & Mrs. John Earwaker have renewed their
membership as SPONSORS. Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Deery Jr.
have renewed as FRIENDS.

Phoenixville Federal Savings & Loan has made a special
contribution of $100.

With regret we report the deaths of Rose Gross and B.
Franklin Michener.

Hierarchy

A round of applause is due the following who are leaving
the Board after long periods of volunteer service: Laura
Robb, Peter Brown, Joe Varady.

We welcome our new president, Mark Chester, and new
board members, Pete Bamberger, Emmanuel DeMutis III,
Jim Denithorne, Bob Larkin, Kathleen Rais, Mary Stuart.

The all-important Committee Chairmen are: Finance, Bob
Deger; Auditing, Robert Arters; Research-Archives-Office,
Laura Robb, Margaret Trunk and Lois Donovan; Member-
ship, Bob Deger and Ron Farrer; Program, Becky Manley;
Publicity, Lois Donovan; Building Grounds, Jim Denithorne
and Mahlon Miller; Newsletter, Miriam Clegg; Ways &
Means, Dave Frees; Refreshmenis, Dottie and George
Kulp; Museum: Joe Varady, Chairman, and Lois Donovan
and Becky Manley.
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Making History

Phoenixville Hospital is making an historical video for its
100th anniversary celebrated this year. Qur society is
lending items relating to the Knights of the Golden Eagle
that conducted the first hospital in town. Some scenes may
oe shot in our museum and we shall receive a copy of the
finished film.
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Large Attendance

Eighty-tive members were present at the Society’s annual
banquet meeting held last September at Columbia Station
and were entertained by Sandra Momyer’s video show and
lecture. Momyer, Executive Director of Historic Yellow
Springs, brought with her a professionally-made sound
movie relating to the 250-year history of the 145-acre
Chester County village. She concluded with a lecture about
the village’s present contributions to the studies of history,
nature, and the Arts.

Then David M. Frees, first president and one of the
founders of HSPA, addressed the dinner guests on the
subject of immediate and long-term plans. Our building,
with anly about a year left on its fifteen-year mortgage, is in
need of repair. The old part of the steeply pitched slate roof
dates to 1872 and the new part to 1905. A suitable
alternative to prohibitively expensive slate would be
practical for re-roofing. The stone work needs pointing and
attention should be given the upstairs flooring and the
pruning of trees. We need more museum and storage
space, and a controlled environment for the safety of our
growing collections.

Frees says outside of the Chester County Historical
Society, at West Chester, we are one of only two other
Chester County historical societies that owns a building.
Most members feel ours is a splendid example of early
church architecture and are satisfied it is in generally sound
condition.

In the past quarter two groups have used the social hall.
We hosted Chapter 21 of the Schuylkill Valley Archaeologi-
cal Society last October and the Schuylkill Heritage Park
Association in September, and in each case HSPA members
were invited to attend.

Donations

Assorted items have been received from a number of
members including Mrs. A. Deery, Grace Y. Hadfield, and
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Husted, and are very much appreciated.
We trust all members will think of the Society before
discarding anything that might pertain to local history.

THE SOCIETY THANKS all those who responded to the
poll regarding publication of a Phoenixville photohistory.
The ayes were too few to warrant a printing. The nays have
it.

HSPA PARTICIPATION IN the Downtown Merchants
Festival netted the Society approximately $450.

THE MUSEUM IS OPEN first Sundays of the manth from
1 till 4. The host for Dec. 5 is Dave Frees. The office and
museum are open Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 3.



The grandparents of older folks living in Phoenixville
today were born into a world that was almost completely
dependent on horses for inland transportation. Horses
hitched to carts, wagons, sleighs and carriages were the
usual conveyances on our roads. Their relatives, the mules,
were the customary motive power for the Schuylkill
Navigation canal boats that transported materials in and out
of the iron company. Only the recently introduced
locomotive was self-propelled, and our grandparents
marveled at the ingenuity of this application of steam
power. ““What is the world coming to!"’ they exclaimed.

Sights on the Borough streets reflected the mode of
moving about. The water sprinkier wagon, for instance, was
frequently seen flushing away debris left by the horses.
Alongside the inns and taverns on Nutt Road were wooden
sheds that sheltered horses when travelers remained
overnight, and there were smaller outbuildings for horse
feed. A line of hitching posts fronted the stores on the
secondary streets, and livery stables adjoined the Bridge
Street hotels. Behind the larger mansions were carriage
houses with second-floor rooms for the coachman’s family.
Ornate signs pointed out the saddle and harness shops,
spoke makers, and wheel wrights, all of them flourishing
trades.

People of the time would have been amazed to know that
the same streets trodden by horses’ hoofs would one day be
surfaced with asphalt and overrun with motorized vehicles
made of cold, hard steel, glass and rubber. The change
from old to new was so radical and came so swiftly, it might
well be termed a ‘‘transportation revolution.”

In order to explore the subject, let us leaf back through
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Transportation Revolution
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the pages of local history and pick out travel experiences
from a bygone time.

One early incident comes from Futhey & Cope’s History
of Chester County and concerns an appeal made to county
residents in 1759 to volunteer horses and wagons for a
military project. An advertisement to this effect appeared in
the Pennsylvania Gazette, the leading newspaper of the
day. Fort Duquesne, since renamed Pittsburgh, had been
ruined in the French and Indian War, and was at this date
undergoing reconstruction by an officer of his Majesty’s
army. Our colony, you will remember, was then under the
rule of the English king.

John Koplin, teamster, answered the ad. He was from
our area since his address was Charlestown Township,
which then included the present Schuylkill Township anc
the Borough.

If Koplin’s team and wagon corresponded to specifica-
tions set forth in the ad, it was well equipped for
transporting materials along a primitive trail through the
wilderness. The ad called for four good strong horses
properly harnessed and instructed the wagoner to carry the
following:

A drag chain with hooks at both ends, presumably for
towing; a falling axe to clear trees; a knife, shovel, and twr
sets of clouts, or washers; a keg of tar and oil to lubrica
the axles and bearing parts; a slip bell. Hobbles, anothe:
required item, were fetters attached to the legs so the
horses could safely be allowed to graze at night.

In addition Koplin probably had a spare set of linch pins
(a pin inserted on the axletree outside of the wheel tc
prevent the wheel from slipping off), two sets of shoes anc
four sets of shoe nails for each horse and finally, eight set:

|

-

‘W .

S B

Mules pulled canal boats across the Schuylkill using an outside walkway attached to the covered bridge at

Black Rock where present Route 113 crosses.
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'Continued from Page 2}
of spare hames which were the parts of the harness that
withstood the strain of heavy draft.

Koplin was credited with sixty days hauling beiween
Carlisle and Ligonier for which he received 48 pounds, 15
shillings. The record says he lost a horseon the return trip.

Another instance of horse travel in our area’s history
features the renowned American statesman, Benjamin
Franklin. Ben Franklin at the time was operating a printing
establishment in Philadeiphia. He rode horseback along
Nutt Road on his way to visit his friend Robert Grace, a
former city associate. Married to Rebecca Nutt, close
relative of the Warwick Furnace iron manufacturer, Samuel
Nutt, Grace was now living at the iron forge in Coventryville
and was himself engaged in the iron business.

Finding Robert and Rebecca’'s house drafty, Franklin
nvenied a stove to fit in their fireplace and prevent loss of
eat of the chimney. He had the design drawn up by a
nap-maker friend, Lewis Evans, and gave it to Grace so
hat the stoves could be made at the Coventry forge and
sold in Coventryville and Philadelphia.

The fact that Benjamin Franklin owned a copy of a Lewis
Evans map printed in 1749 establishes the route he traveled
tfrom Philadelphia to the Coventry forge. Copies still exist
and plainly show the place names Coventry and Warwick,
as well as the road on the south side of French Creek that to
this day is known as Nutt Road. Franklin made the trip
without his wife, Deborah. Roads were rough, and long
horseback travel was a hardship for a woman.

We have no description of Benjamin Franklin’s horse, nor
do we know the appearance of the horses that at the same
time tilled the farms then occupying the site of the future
town of Phoenixvilie. Pennypacker’s Annals says farm
horses of the period were usually unshod, and if heavy
hauling necessitated some protection for the hoof, shoes
were nailed to the forefeet only. When riding on the roads,
saddles might be made of straw woven into the form of a
cushion, though bareback riding was more often the
custom.

The nearest Meeting House for our original Quaker
populaticn was in Kimberton, and we are told that many a
young Quaker maiden on her wedding day rode to the
Meeting behind her father and returned to her new home
behind the bridegroom, in each case with her arms clasped
around the man in the saddle to keep from falling.

Six-horse-team Conestoga wagons passed through the
Chester Valley on the Lancaster Road (Route 30) for almost
a century. Some westward-bound wagoners also used
another old road, Route 401, that left the Lancaster Road at
Malvern and ascended the North Valley Hills. Just as it
does today, Route 401 joined the Ridge Road (Route 23) at
Morgantown.

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission’s
leaflet No. 5 gives a description of both Conestoga Wagon
and team. The wagon, it says, was large and sturdy and
capable of carrying loads of four to six tons. It had a sag in
the center to take the weight off the end gates should the
cargo shift while geing up and down hills. Arching over the
wagon bed, supported by wooden hoops, was the distinctive
white linen, or canvas, canopy.

The feam was a breed of horse unknown today. Some
experts suggest the Conestoga horses came about by
breeding the Flemish stallions William Penn had imported
to mares from Virginia. Others, since most of the earlier
ones were black, believe they were the offspring of the
black cart horses common in England. Later bays and
dappled grays could be accounted for as mixed breeding
with such strains as the Suffolk Punch or Chester Ball.

Whatever their origin, records show they stood over
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sixteen hands high, were well muscled, and weighed abou
1800 pounds. They were named by position, lead, swing
and wheel horses, and the teamster placed his heaviest anc
best horses nearest the wagon because they had the job o
turning and backing and holding back when going dowr
hitl.

The driver of the later prairie schooner that movec
settlers into the western states and California rode inside
his wagon. The Consstoga wagoner either walked beside hi:
team or rode the left wheel horse. Driving from the left side
of the Conestoga, when all other vehicles were driven from
the right, may have established the present practice o
driving American motor vehicles from the left.

A Conestoga Wagon cost around $250 when new. B
contrast the six powerful horses that pulled the wagon wer
valued in the vicinty of $1,000 to $1,200.

MILK WAGON AND HORSE
Courtesy of Meadowbrook Farm Dairy

Long distance wagon transportation lasted in Pennsylvan-
ia until east coast railroads undercut the business, and some
decades later the westward-bound prairie schooner yieldec
to competition from the transcontinental railroad of 1869,
Horses, however, remained as the chief means of everyday
travel all through the 18th and 19th centuries.

General Washington and the American army arrived ir
Pennsylvania in December of 1776. They crossed the
Delaware River on Christmas Day of that year and made ¢
surprise attack on the enemy at Trenton, N.J. The
Continental army’s next appearance in our state occurred ir
late August of 1777 and they remained in our genera
vicinity until June of 1778.

General Washington was a native of Virginia and the twt
terms ‘‘Virginian’’ and ‘‘horse lover’ are almost synono
mous. An inventory of his livestock which Washington madt
in 1785 names 126 horses with his favorite, Nelson, at the
top of the list.

An article by Harold G. Hoicomb printed in the Valley
Forge Historical Society's Picket Post says Nelson was
aboard one of the boats that crossed the Delaware thai
fateful Christmas Day in 1776 and that the General rode himr
in the battles of Brandywine and Germantown. The steec
spent the winter of 1777-78 at Valley Forge and was stablec
in a barn next to the headquarters house. Further details
are found in the diary of a Frenchman, the Marquis de
Chastellox, who visited the headguarters that winter:

““The weather being fair, i the 26th, | got on horseback
after breakfasting with the General. He was so attentive ac
to give me the horse he rode on the day of my arrival which
| had greatly admired; | found him as good as he is
handsome; but above all perfectly well broke and well
trained, having a good mouth, easy in hand, and stopping
short in a gallop withouth bearing the bit. | mention these
minute particulars because it is the General himself who
breaks all his own horses, and he is a very excellent and
bold horseman, leaping the highest fences, and going

(Continued on Page 4,



{Continued fram Page 3)

extremely quick without standing upon his stirrups, bearing
on the bridle, or letting his horse run wild.”

Our first president, it seems, had always delighted in the
chase and at Mount Vernon had maintained a pack of
foxhounds and hunted frequently with his neighbors. A
young Englishman who visited Mount Vernon two years
after the Revolution noted in his journal:

‘‘After breakfast | went . . . to see his famous racehorse,
Magnolia, a most beautiful creature . . afterwards went into
his stables where among an amazing number of horses |
saw old Nelsen, now twenty-two years of age, that carried
the General almost always during the war. Blueskin,
another fine old horse next to him now and then had the

honor. They have heard the roaring of many a cannon in
their time. Blueskin was not the favorite on account of his
not standing fire so well as venerabie old Nelson. The
General makes no manner of use of them now; he keeps
them in a nice stable where they feed away at their ease for
their past services.”’

Military correspondence during the war was delivered by
post riders, according to John F. Reed writing in 1980 for
Picket Post. Reed says horses were frequently exchanged
for fresh mounts at way stations, and occasionally a new
rider replaced a tired one. The stations were set up in
taverns suitably spaced from one another along the main
roads.

During the winter encampment Washington was in
constant cemmunication with the Continental Congress in
session at York, Pa. Horses along the road probably
remained saddled and ready to go at instant notice any time
of day or night, and more than one rider was always ready
for emergencies such as illness or injury, that prevented the
expected rider from performing his duty. News of the
ratification of the French Alliance was carried in this
manner from York to Valley Forge in approximately
twenty-four hours which included ferrying across the
Susquehanna River.

Property taxes at this period were based on the ownership
of home, barn, cattle and horses. When present day historic

researchers find properties in early tax books that do not
include a horse, they suspect the farmer hid the animals in
order to lower his tax bill. Surely, they reason, one horse at
the least was needed to till the crops.

The transportation marvel of the 19th century was the
Schuylkill navigation system made up of river pools ana
long stretches of canals. It was in operation in 1825,
seventeen years before the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad
Company laid tracks parallelingthe river. The main purpose
of each carrier was to bring coal from the mountainous
region beyond Reading to the city, although passenger
service was offered as well. The ease with which Phoenix
Iron Company could receive coal and send out iron accounts
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WASHINGTON RIDING NELSON

General Washington’s favorite horse was
Nelson, named for the donor, Governor
Nelson of Virginia.

Nelson crossed the Delaware River Christ-
mas Day of 1776, prior to the Battle of
Trenton, and saw battle duty at Brandy-
wine and Germantown.

He ended his days in the stables of
Mount Vernon.

in large measure for its rapid growth and consequently the
growth of Phoenixville.

Mostly mules, though occasionally horses, were the
motive power for the canal boats. Because the load floated,
only three animals, attached to a barge with a tow line,
could move as much as thirty tons of freight. The mules
walked along the tow path in single file and were known as
the lead, the middle mule, and the shafter. The last named
had to pull constantly in a sidewise direction to counteract
the canal boat’s tendency to draw the shafter towards the
water.

The mule is an unusual beast, according to John B.
Bowman, an authority on the subject. He is a hybrid
obtained by breeding a male ass to a female horse, or mare.
He cannot reproduce himself. The mule resembles his
father in appearance and possesses the father’s patience
gndurance and surefootedness, but has the shape anc
height of the mother along with her vigor and courage. A’
times he can be deceptive and tricky, and must be gentl
and firmly made to work as he cannot be forced against his
will. Hislifespan is greater than the horse’s and he requires
less rations. At 18 or 20 a horse is done, but a mule is stil
working at 3C or 32.

Sometimes canal traffic had to cross over tributary
streams that emptied into the Schuylkill River. In such case:

{Continued on Page 5/
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a water bridge, or aqueduct, lifted the channel of the canal
over the impediment. The Schuylkill Navigation Company
crossed the Hay Creek at Birdsboro in this fashion. The
~ompany avoided the use of aqueducts over the larger

rench and Pickering Creeks, however, by relccating canal
and towpath from the Chester County side to the
Montgomery County side of the Schuylkill.

The crossover occurred at the place where the
present-day Route 113 bridge is located. In those days a
covered bridge serving the purpose had a covered walkway
as an outside lane. A photo has been preserved and is
printed in Harry Rinker’'s The Schuylkill Navigation: A
Photographic History. Mule teams walked across the
outside lane, tow lines attached, and pulled coal barges into
the canal channel on the opposite side. When the relocated
canal reached the mouth of the Perkiomen Creek, six miles
downstream, it was brought back again to the Chester
County side, thereby avoiding a Perkiomen aqueduct.

The railroad eventually supplanted canals, just as they
once had taken over the business of the Conestoga
wagoners. Throughout the 19th century, however, canals
co-existed with the railroad. Canals were cheaper, a distinct
advantage. Any defeat of a natural by a mechanical form of
transportation in this century foreshadowed the amazing
travel changes that would come about in the 20th century

Mankind forever searches for a better way, and better
transportation means it will be speedier. At the close of the
Mexican War the United States laid claim to over a half
million square miles in the Southwest. No railroads existed
in the vast sandy and arid territory so it was only natural
our ancestors sought a faster animal than the mule.

Someone hit upon the idea of importing camels to

transport goods and the mail. Three camels could carry on

eir backs as great a load as six mules pulling a wagon.
Camels could travel nearly twice as fast and would be able
to swim across the Colorado River. A bill to import camels
was twice defeated in our Legislature, but finally, in the
first session of the 32nd Congress (1852) thirty thousand
dollars was appropriated. Rep. John A. Morrison and Sen.
Henry S. Evans represented our vicinity and it would be
interesting to find out how they voted.

The experiment ended in failure, some say because the
camel has a mean disposition, but we are told for some
years afterwards wild camels were occasionally sighted in
western states. (Thelma B. Sharp research per Picket Post
4/64).

The term horse power as a measurement of power, or the
rate of work, was the 19th century invention of British
scientists Boulton and Watts. They coined the term, which
is still in use, to describe the power generated by a steam
engine they were marketing. One horse power is calculated
as 550 foot-pounds per second.

In post-Civil War times Phoenixville's primary industry,
the Phoenix Iron Company, reached a high degree of
technical advancement, but still used time honored animal
transportation in the plant grounds. Horses and mules
puiled loaded cars along tracks interconnecting the shops
and mills. All went well for a long while. Then, without
warning, the epizootic disease, an ailment afflicting
equines, depleted the livestock, and the entire plant was
shut down for lack of motive power.

After this episode the company replaced many of the

arses and mules with small locomotives, although the last
of the work animals were not retired until 1885.

Horse races became fashionable in the period called ‘“the
Gay Nineties,”” and on summer evenings the town's
talented young ladies would play the piano and sing
Stephen Foster's ‘‘Camptown Races.’”’ A trolley line went

into service and carried pleasure seekers to the outskirts of
town where there was a race track known as ‘‘The Phoenix
Driving Park and Fair Grounds,’’ later renamed “‘Washing-
ton Field.”’

Turn-cf-the-century artists ioved to paint and sculpture
the horse. A cast bronze equestrian statue of General
Anthony Wayne was erected in Valley Forge Park and
dedicated in 1908 by ex-governor Samuel W. Pennypacker,
author of the Annals. It is still considered a very excellent
depiction of a horse and rider.

Within the memory span of Phoenixville’s octogenarians
is the early morning visit of the milkman whose horse and
wagon clip-clopped along every street and stopped
wherever a customer resided. The horse knew the route. If,
for some reason, milk delivery was canceled, he stopped
anyway until he learned the new arrangement.

The first true automobile in the world was built in France
in 1891, and other models soon followed, but the
achievement had little consequences locally for quite a few
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Henry Ford's Model T was mass produced on the
assembly line in 1913 so the ordinary working
man could have motor driven wheels rolling
underneath him.

America was never the same!
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years. The transition period was not so long a time,
however, when youconsiderthat travel practices thousands
of years old were abandoned forevermare.

Pioneer autoists were venturing brashly onto the town’s
streets when, in 1905, the State Police Department was
founded. Nevertheless the first policemen were mounted.
Recruitment advertisements asked for men who were
physically strong, of good moral character, and able to ride.

Localfire companies prided themselves on their galloping
horses and Harry and Duke, blue ribbon winners two years
in succession at the Devon Horse Show, were retained by
Phoenix Hose, Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 until 1918
when a motor driven truck was purchased.

Societies for the detection of horse thieves were reluctant
to disband. Members of the Charlestown Union Association
and the Schuylkill Perseverance Company in an earlier
century had formed posses that rode through the night in
pursuit of the thieves, pistols loose in the holsters. Towards
the end of the societies’ intervention in these matters, the
owner of stolen property might go alone to a large horse
auction in Philadelphia. He would call his horse’'s name and
an answering whinny was better proof of ownership than a
dozen court witnesses.

Horses no longer grace the Phoenixville area streets, but
sayings relating to horses remain in our language.
Consider: Hold your horses! — Horse of another color —
Putting thecartbefore the horse — A lean horse for a long
race.

A political candidate who comes up from behind is called
a ‘‘dark horse,”” and a steady, cbedient worker is known as
a ‘‘wheel horse.”” And so this article ends with another
familiar horse expression:

WHOA!
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The Enviable Record of
Martha McAvoy King

Martha McAvoy King, member of our society since its
inception in 1977, has given a lifetime of service to the town
where she was raised. Martha is one of two daughters of
Thomas Bell McAvoy, well-known ‘manufacturer, and she
still resides on a tract between the Schuylkill River and Nutt
Road where five generations of her family have dug clay
from the ground to produce bricks. Her sister Rachel, also a
charter member, was a collector and an expert in the field of
Indian artifacts.

In 1981 Martha donated to our museum the uniform she
wore for two years while chairman of the Gray Ladies Corps
at the Valley Forge Army Hospital. Martha resigned the
post prior to the end of the war so she could travel to the
state of Washington and spend a furlough with her
husband, Shane H. King, who was a naval officer and a
recipient of the Navy Cross for valorous action aboard the
aircraft carrier Bunker Hill. Captain King died in the
summer of 1993 ending a happy marriage of 65 years.

For most of her life Martha King has dedicated herself to
improving her community. She was a member of the
Schuylkill Township School Board 1950 to 1955, and its
president for two years; first president of the Community
Visiting Nurse Services and served on the board 25 years;
first president for the Advisory Committee to Chester
County Children’s Services 1957 to 1975, and served on
committees 17 years; secretary-treasurer and volunteer for
the Housing Authority of Chester County 1963 to 1975,
chairman 1976 to 1978, still consultant; major gift chairman
for the Phoenixville Hospital, 1980-81, during their
$2,500,000 drive; member of the Advisory Committee to
Chester County Services for Senior Citizens 1972 to 1986;
founder of Pickering Council of Republican Women, now on
the board of directors; member of the Phoenixville Area
Human Relations Advisory Committee. She has also worked
on behalf of the Family Services of Chester County and the
Phoenixville Area United Fund.

Martha King is recipient of the following awards:

Person of the Year, Valley Forge Lions Club, Nov. 1964

Citizenship Citation for Meritorious Service, B'nai B'rith
Valley Forge Lodge, Feb. 1967

Outstanding Citizen’s Award, Phaoenixville Area Chamber
of Commerce, Mar. 1969

Award of Appreciation for Services to the Eiderly,
Governor’s Regional Council on Ageing, Mar. 1976.

Martha was a delegate from the Fifth Congressional

District Pa. to the 1976 Republican Convention, Kansas
City, Mo. She was appointed to the Blue Ribbon Committee
by the County Commissioners in 1982.

We wish her many more useful years!

Shaffner’s Treasures

A large donation of important historical material has been
presented to our society by Robert D. Shaffner, formerly of
125 Prospect Street, and may be examined after the task of.
sorting and cataloguing is compiefed.

Bob Shaffner was one of the founders of HSPA and our
third president following David Frees and Rodger Rapp. He
has worked untiringly for the society since 1977. Though:
presently relocated at the Masonic Homes in Elizabethtown,
Pa., he plans to continue active support.

Before retiring from Phoenix Iron and Steel in 1975, Bob
was well known in the heyday of the company as its
historian. He personally arranged the transfer of the
company's outdated records to the Hagley Museum library
in Wilmington, Del., where they will be a valuable tool for
future researchers of 19th and 20th century iron
manufacture.

It was Bob’s idea to display a Griffen cannon in Reeves
Park, and he made all arrangements.

Always available for slide lectures before other local
organizations, Bob's most recent feat was playing the lead
male role in sculptress Doris Sams’ iron patterns video
show.

Bob’'s and wife, Mary’s, former home at Prospect Street
and Church Alley is a delightful adaptation of a commercial
site into luxurious living quarters that may well serve as a
model for future Phoenixville restorations.For a long period
it was opened to the public every fourth year on Chester
County Day.

Following is a listing of what Bob turned over:

A model of a Griffen cannon with plexiglass case crafted
at the iron company in 1975. A set of two large volumes of
purchase orders, payroll, and other items of business dating
to 1860 - 1870. A hardbound book of Phoenix Bridge
Company designs, 1869 to 1904. A folder of pictures, and ¢
folder of Bridge Company contracts, 1880 to 1960. A meta
box of annual reports and legal papers. A toy train made
into an exhibit for Pennsylvania’s tricentennial in 1982
Notes. meetings and activities of HSPA. A 10" x 12"
watercolor by J. Hennessey of the mural backing the cannor
in Reeves Park. A cross section of a Phoenix column. A
drawing by George Walters of Shop 1. This list may not be
complete.

Historical Society
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