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March Meeting

The quarterly meeting will take place Wednesday, March
11, at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall at Church and Main
Streets. The speaker will be Anna Wilson, antiques collector
and long time area resident. Her topic is household tools of a
bygone era. Members and their friends are invited to bring
items for discussion and identification.

A Revision

The vice president of our Saciety for the coming two years
is Mark Chester. The six members of the Board of Directors
are Lois Donovan, Becky Manley, Mahion Miller, Laura

bb, Margaret Trunk, and Joseph Varady.

April Flea Market

A Flea Market and Bake Sale will be held at Society
headquarters Saturday, April 4, and a light lunch will be
served. Flea items may be brought to the hall the evening
before the sale, or may be donated on Wednesdays and
Fridays between 9 and 3. Baked goods are also solicited. If
you lack transportation, call Peg Keenan at 933-7247 and
pick-ups can be arranged. Please, no clothing, but nice,
saleable items are greatly appreciated. Those that sell best
are household articles, books, games, and gift shop

novelties.
Civil War Times

Douglas Harper, author and assistant city editor of the
Daily Local News, addressed our December quarterly
meeting on the subject of Civil War times.

In preparation for his lecture Harper examined an 1860
Chester County map and found that West Chester and
Phoenixville at that date were the largest towns. Phoenix-
ville, because of the ironworks, was slightly more populous
than West Chester, the county seat. Coatesville was small,
since Lukens Steel was then a minor rolling mill. Phoenix-
ville’s second industry was textiles, and there were two
cotton factories on the north side of French Creek. Phoenix
Iron Company owned one-quarter of all Borough houses
which they rented to workmen.

An opportunity for employment in the industries caused

ny families to settle in the Borough and in Schuylkill
Township. As a result our area had large numbers of men of
draft age, more than any other part of the county.

At the beginning of the war many powers were vested in
tha Statae and thair individual ritizane that latar wnnld he

part of a more powerful central government. People
nowadays expect the federal government to make all
military arrangements. In 1861 Phoenixville area women got
together and stitched uniforms, providing each local soldier
with two complete suits of clothing.

Unlike Europe’s professional armies, our armies, North
and South, were made up of volunteers under the leadership
of West Point officers. The draft was very unpopular and was
withdrawn. Members of lodges, other societies, and church
groups would go to the recruiting offices in a body and offer
their services. Phoenix Brass Band enlisted as a unit at an
early date; was returned not long afterwards.

Phoenixville did not want the South to secede because of
trade ties. Many orders for iron came from the South, and
from that part of the country came our supply of raw cotton.
Emancipation of the slaves was a side issue.

Our volunteers signed up for three months and thought the
war would then be over. Samuel J. Reeves, vice president of
the Iron Company, excused soldiers’ families from paymeni
of house rent. Hopes at the beginning were high, and no one
foresaw the carnage to come.

One of our senior members, Marie Weinmann, added a
postscript to Mr. Harper’s lecture that shows the Civil War
was not long ago in terms of generations. As a child Marie
used to watch an old pensioner who had lost a leg in the war
walk across a bridge to the post office to collect his monthly
check. When all went well he returned quietly, but everyone
within hearing distance could tell when the check was
delayed because the aging veteran expressed his vexation by
banging loudly with his cane all along the side rail of the
bridge.

Top Honors

Historian John Lukacs, Society member, was the 1991
winner of the prestigious award, the Ingersoll prize,
presented to writers who affirm the moral principles ol
western civilization. Lukacs is author of more than 30
articles and 15 books, his latest being ‘“The Duel [Hitler vs.
Churchill 10 May — 31 July 1940]”’

MUSEUM OPENINGS — The museum is open first
Sundays of the month from 1 {ill 4. w
Jo and Peter Brown; May 3, John Norris and Elyse
Fiebert; June 7, WIIKE Vircsik. The office and museum are
onen Wednesdavs and Fridavs of each week fram 9 till 3



Fifty years have elapsed since Pearl Harbor Day,
December 7, 1941, that marked the beginning of the United
States’ participation in a world-wide conflict. The Evening
Phoenix has called World War |l “‘the largest military
struggle in the history of mankind.”’. The Philadelphia
Inquirer recently referred to ‘‘the U.S.’s painful but powerful
involvement,”’ and called the war ‘‘a global maelstrom.”’

The war changed the lives of many people in Phoenixville.
Large numbers enlisted or were drafted. Ironworks employ-
ees were inspired to put forth extraordinary efforts to
produce steel for military purposes. In addition, a great
amount of voluntary assistance was given the new Army
hospital erected just outside the Borough limits.

The news of our country’s declaration of war on Japan,
Germany and Italy had special import for two Phoenixville
citizens. Both Joseph E. Jelley and Shane H. King were
graduates of the Naval Academy at Annapolis. Jelley was
born in Phoenixville. His father was employed at the iron
company and his sister was a teacher in the local high school.
King, from Omaha, Neb., lived in our area from the time he
married Martha, daughter of Tom McAvoy, local brick
manufacturer. Shane and Martha King and their three
daughters resided on Valley Forge Road.

King had enlisted as an Apprentice Seaman in World War
I when he was still a few months short of being 16 years old.
After graduation from Annapolis he remained in the Navy
two years and was then employed in the fuel oil division of
Gulf Refining Company of Philadeiphia. When the newspa-
pers announced in screaming headlines the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, Ensign King telephoned his reenlistment
and was commissioned a lieutenant (j.g.) :

For some years before Pearl Harbor, and even prior to
1939 when England and France had declared war on
Germany, political observers had been concerned about
aggressive acts in Europe and the Far East. During 1940
overseas affairs were in a turmoil. Japan was at war with
China. France surrendered, becoming the ninth European
country to succumb to Nazi Germany. In mid-August of that
year England was attacked from the air. The Nazis used 2500
planes to bomb their adversary.

While the U.S.A. was still a neutral nation, our sympathies
were with Great Britain and her allies. The Borough of
Phoenixville started a fund drive with a goal of $1,350 to
purchase an ambulance to sent to war-torn England.

Throughout these trying times Franklin D. Roosevelt was
U.S. president, elected to that office in 1932. In 1940 FDR
accepted a call for an unprecedented third term, saying
conditions overseas influenced his decision to run.

Caught up in the militant atmosphere Congress passed the
Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, our first
peacetime draft. All male citizens between 21 and 36 were
registered. The local board was called the Chester County
Selective Service Board No. 1, and included Phoenixville,
Spring City, and nine northern townships, Charlestown to
North Coventry. After Pearl Harbor the ages were 20 to 44,
and the lower limit later included youths of 18 and 19. A total
of 2,486 were inducted or enlisted. Sixty-two made the
supreme sacrifice. Clemence C. Whipple of 361 Church
Street was the first Phoenixville fatality to be reported.

World War 1I
Phoenixville
At a Time of Crisis

BY MIRIAM CLEGG

The sneak attack on the Pearl Harbor naval base hac
devastating consequences. The Japs destroyed most of the
aircraft on the ground, and destroyed or disabled eighi
warships and other vessels in the harbor. Over 4,500 men
were Killed or wounded. Japan now had a free hand tc
conquer the American-held Philippine Islands and the
islands of Wake and Guam.

The nation plunged into a frenzy of war preparation, anc
Phoenixville made preparations for its own defense. A mass
meeting at the American Legion Hall on December 9th was
presided over by our mayor, Burgess Arthur Tomkins, anc
by Mrs. Max McKinney, chairman of the Women’s Home
Defense Unit. Catherine deSanna, chairman of the loca
branch of the American Red Cross, was a speaker. Plans
were made for air raid drills and blackouts. A practice
blackout the night of Feb. 3, 1942 was called 99% perfect by
an observer on a high point overlooking town. The rationing
of gasoline and other goods was arranged according tc
federal guidelines.

Before the end of 1942 the War Department had selected ¢
location adjacent to the Borough line for a hospital thai
turned out to be one of the largest Army medical institutions
in the country. One hundred and seventeen brick buildings
went up on 108 acres. The McAvoy Vitrified Brick Co. was
hard put to it to supply the bricks. The name selected for the
hospital was Valley Forge General. It opened on Washin
ton’s birthday, Feb. 22, 1943 and remained active un..
January of 1973. Servicemen injured in Europe and the
Pacific received treatment from a staff made up of the finest
medical professionals in the nation, and medical wonders
were reported. In a peak year 2,000 beds were occupied.

The people of the Borough took the brave young men tc
their hearts and organized to meet their special needs. They
found them eager for friendship, but scornful of pity:
Talented performers with familiar names traveled tc
Phoenixville to entertain the boys. Among them were Bing
Crosby, Gene Krupa, Gene Kelly, Dinah Shore, the cast of
Oklahoma, golf stars Byron Nelson and Sammy Snead, anc
Boston Braves team members. Chris Sanderson came
frequently with his fiddle.

Commander Shane King’s wife, Martha, volunteered tc
serve the Army hospital while her husband was in the
Pacific. As chairman of the Gray Ladies Corps of the
Phoenixville Red Cross she worked out a scheduling prograrm
for 125 young women to assist the army nurses with whatever
work could be delegated to them.

War news was carried by radio and by newspapers, in the
case of the Borough by the Daily Republican. Headline new:
was the Allies’ capture of Algiers in North Africa. Clemence
Whipple, our first fatality, was a heavy tank driver in the
African campaign. The U.S. bombing of the Nazi’s industria
city of Frankfort was reported in 1944. Another special day ir
1944 was D-Day, June 6, the date the invasion of Europe
began.

President Roosevelt won a fourth term in that year'-
election, but the commander-in-chief died in office th
following year, missing by four months the avenging of wha
he termed *‘A day that will live in infamy’* — (Pear| Harbor.'

(Continued on Page 3)
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7 h= menacing Battle of the Bulge was won oy Americans at
the end of 1944.
V-E Day (Victory Day) occurred May 8, 1945. A cause for
rejoicing was the release of home-town POWSs Charles Dolby,
Aichael Pesta, Joe Kula, Mike Badis, and Larry Gausch, and
possibly others. Dolby, of the Eighth Air Force, was taken
prisoner after he bailed out of a shot-damaged plane and fell
on, and through, the thatched roof of a house near Prague.

The war in the Pacific made headlines with the Naval
Battle of the Coral Sea that ended the Japanese dream of
conquering Hawaii and Australia. Our air victory over a large
Japanese fleet that threatened Midway Island was a turning
point in the war. Four Japanese aircraft carriers were put out
of commission.

There was celebration when American forces once again
occupied the Philippines. A Phoenixville paratroop officer,
Captain Charles Rambo, aided General Douglas MacArthur
in raising the flag over the Philippine island of Corregidor.
Jospeh Jelley, of Second Avenue, was commanding officer of
the Seabees (Navy Construction Battalions) in this strategic
area.

Back home, Samuel J. Reeves il was president of both the
Phoenix Bridge Company and the steel company, and steel
was vital to the war effort. One Christmas Day his employees
gave up their holiday and worked around the clock. The
motto of the time was ‘‘defeat our enemies by working our
factories to capacity.’’

Newspaper stories are excellent sources of information,
but still must take second place to eye-witness accounts. Our
historical society has two accounts of events in the Pacific
written by locai navy men. One is a book, ‘‘Mighty Midget,”’
by John A. Rooney. The other is Shane King’s story of the
Japanese attack on the U.S.S. Bunker Hill printed in June 28,
1945’s Philadelphia Inquirer.

Mighty Midget is a made-up name. The ship’s official title
was USS LCS 82. LCS stands for Landing Craft Support, and
82 means it was the 82nd out of 130 of these craft built during
World War |l. They were perhaps the shortest commis-
sioned ships in the navy, and their crews were small. No. 82
was manned by 68, five of them officers. John Rooney was
senior radioman.

In the spring of 1945 the Mighty Midget was patrolling the
waters around the island of Okinawa. At this stage in the
Pacific campaign American troops were back in the
Philippines, but fighting continued on the islands of lwo Jima
and Okinawa which were closer to the Japanese mainland.
Full control of these two isiands would make the bombing of
Japan’s war industries relatively easy.

CAPTAIN SHANE HASTINGS KING
Drawing by Jack Shenkle

Hadluman oo 703 [irst view o UkINawa revealed &
mighty armada of U.S. ships ol the Fifth Fleet anchored ir
the harbors on the west side of the island. The U.S. carriers
and their escorts stood well out to sea.

The American defense command had set up Radar Pickel
Stations, fifteen of them, some as tar out as 75 miles, but
most of them clustered under the Japanese flyways out of the
mainland. Picket Station No. 15, of which the Mighty Midge
was a part, was meant to radar-detect enemy aircraft headec
for Okinawa and alert the isiand of their approach; alsc
vector fighter aircraft — navy and marine — to intercept the
enemy planes.

The Japanese by this date could taste the bitterness o
inevitable defeat and they resorted to desperation tactic:
used by no other nation. Their aviators made suicide raids
crashing planes that carried 550-pound bombs into Americar
targets at the cost of their own lives. The fanatical pilots wert
called the Kamikaze, a name derived from a ‘'Divine Wind’
that in the Middle Ages blew away a Mongol fleet sailing
invade Japan. The Jap flyers believed their tragic braver
would strike terror in their foes and earn them the gratitud
of their countrymen. The sacrifice of their own lives would di
honor to their ancestors. Kamikaze first appeared in th

(Continued on Page 4)




VFGH was one of the two blind centers in the USA.
Drawing by Lyle Justis for ““This Is Your Hospital.”

{Continued From Page 3)
battle for Leyte Gulf when Americans were fighting to regain
the Philippines.

The radar picket stations worked well as sentinels, but the
Kamikaze began attacking the destroyers and the LCSs that
made up the stations, expending themselves mostly on these
lesser crafts. Intended for early warning and interception,
the picket ships unexpectedly became the first line of defense
as well, and they took a fearful pounding. It was almost as if
they were decoys, luring the Japs into the tactical error of
hitting them instead of flying over and attacking the larger
and more important targets in the harbors.

Rooney says that half light, at dawn and dusk, was a bad
time. The Kamikaze would come in skimming over the water,
under the line-of-sight sweep of the radar beams. They got in
close before lookouts saw them, leaving little time to bring
our defenses up. Low clouds were also very dangerous. The
Japs could duck in and out of them, where radar returns were
muddled, and drop down with no warning.

May 11, 1945 the Mighty Midget was on patrol with two
destroyers, the EVANS and the HADLEY, two other LCSs,
and an LCM. The area was cailed Suicide Alley. It was under
adirect flight path from Kyushu, southernmost tip of Japan,
to Okinawa. Near daybreak the destroyers’ radar picked up a
large flight of enemy planes closing in on them, too many for
our combat air patrol to disperse.

Rooney was in the radio shack listening to the voice radio
chatter from the destroyers constantly giving distance,
direction and speed of the Jap flight. It stayed on course,
straight for them. Rooney says his voice began to wobble as
he acknowledged updates. He looked around and saw the
tension and apprehension on the other faces in the room.

During the onslaught, the Mighty Midget was spared

D.su.

damage, but both the HADLEY and the EVANS were hit, the
EVANS four times in quick succession. The destroyer came
dead in the water, her engines and firerooms flooding.

The Midget raced to the EVANS and tied up alongside.
Salvage and firefighting crews boarded and pumped out the
destroyer’s engine room spaces. They removed large
numbers of dead and seriously wounded comrades, &
heartbreaking task. Tugs summoned from Okinawa took the
damaged destroyer back to the island.

The Mighty Midget’'s next assignment was guarding
Okinawa’s harbor perimeters and providing inshore artillery
support for the ground campaign on the island. One day
while anchored off the southern end of Okinawa some
members of the crew went up on the bridge and a Jap plane
flew over them very low. They could easily see the markings
on its wings. They sounded an alarm. The Jap plane flew for
a U.S. aircraft carrier that was some miles out to sea and
suicided into it. The observers thought it might be the
BUNKER HILL that was hit.

Their surmise might indeed have been the case since t!
Bunker Hill came under fire during this period as
Commander Shane King, the Damage Control Officer,
relates in his eyewitness story. Neither Rooney nor King
could possibly foresee at the time that fifty years later they
would both live in the same town, Phoenixville, and would
become acquainted with each other.

After his reenlistment in the Navy in December of 1941
Shane King had been ordered to the University of
Pennsylvania as an instructor in the Navy Reserve Officers
Training Corps. In March of 1943 he was ordered to the
U.S.S. Bunker Hill, an aircraft carrier being built in Quincy,
Mass. A few months later the carrier, with its aircraft, left
San Diego, Cal., bound for the South Pacific. During her
career, the Bunker Hill took part in twelve major assaults on
islands between Australia and Japan.

The first action, King says, occurred in November of 194,
at Rabaul. He tells how the Japs came at them with 150
planes, ten of which got through, but the enemy always
missed their target. King's ship advanced through a chain of

{Continued on Page 5)
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As soon as the men were able to get around, a specia.
Werner bus that made 28 round trips daily, between t}
hospital and Phoenixville, was put at their disposal. The
man in the wheelchair and the man with the cane, eager
for friendship, but scorning pity, became familiar sights
in Phoenixville.
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Pacific islands. The Bunker Hill’s toughest engagement with
the enemy was at Formosa where the American ship was
under attack for a solid week. Jap bombers kept coming in,
but Japanese accuracy put them in the sub-kindergarten
class compared to American prowess.

After a while the crew of the Bunker Hill came to believe
their ship was untouchable. They had been in the Pacific
nearly two years and had run up against eveything the Japs
had to give them with no injury sustained. The fateful
morning of the Kamikaze attack was to be their Nemesis.
Even so, the Japanese hits could not be credited to accuracy,
only to the fanaticism of suicide pilots.

The Bunker Hill was steaming back from a strike by the
Carrier’s planes on Japanese air strips, and was sixty miles
off Okinawa. It was favorite Jap weather with a low cloud
ceiling. Suddenly King saw a Jap jet-propelled plane

8 =)

AMERICAN FLAG RAISED OVER
PACIFIC ISLAND

Captain Charles Rambo participated in the cere-
monial flag raising over Corregidor after Gen.
Douglas MacArthur liberated the Philippines. Ram-
bo was born and reared in Phoenixville and
graduated from Phoenixville High School in the class
of 1936. Enlisting first as buck private in June of
1941, he volunteered for the Paratroops Corps on
Pearl Harbor Day. By the time of the Philippine
invasion he had risen to the rank of captain. He was
the 242nd man to actually land on the rocky bastion,
jumping from 500 feet. Capt. Rambo was command-
er of the color guard which raised the flag.

-

plummet out of the cloud cover directly on top of his ship. It
was a complete surprise. Luckily the armor-piercing project-
ile that the pilot released went out the portside after the
puncturing the flight deck. The plane itself crashed on the
deck a second or two later and exploded.

Then a second Jap suicide plane dived out of the clouds.
American gunners now had a screen of flak all around the
Bunker Hill, but the Jap came in at a 70-degree angle and
dropped a 500-pound bomb that struck near the ship’s island.
An American gunner hit the plane, but it was coming at such
great speed it was not stopped. It struck near their No. 2
elevator and blew up.

Fires started immediately. Fortunately the carrier’s planes

were loaded only with machine gun bullets, having dropped
their bomb loads on the air strips. The initial explosions set
fire to the planes on deck. One of them was blown across an
open hatch and spewed burning gasoline down on the planes
on the hangar deck.

A few minutes later a third Jap suicide plane started down
with a high screech, but was blown apart in the air by the
accuracy of American gunners. Fires were raging in
Numbers 1 and 5 bays. Many men had been killed or

wounded by the bomb explosions.

The ship’s fire fighting crews immediately went intc
action. Damage control parties went to the rescue of men
trapped below decks by the smoke and flame and found them
crawling around in the dark, the explosions having knocked
out the electric light system.

Up on the bridge Captain Seitz, the skipper, was growing
increasingly concerned about the dangerous list his ship had
developed and resolved to take a gambling chance. Throwing
the Bunker Hill into a 70-degree turn, he heeled her
cautiously over onto the opposite beam so that tons of water
which had accumulated on one side were suddenly swept
across the decks and overboard on the other. By great good
fortune this wall of water carried the heart of the hangar deck
fire with it. .

The fires were under control by noon, but it was not until
four o’clock all were extinguished. Of the 3,600 officers,
crew, and attached air groups on board, 355 perished. Of
course there were many acts of heroism. Great credit was
given the engineers who managed to keep the ship under
steam although they were close to being smoked out.

Some idea of the intense heat can be given by the fact that
some all-metal planes blazed and burned up. The fire was so
hot it melted the aluminum parts of the planes on the flight
deck and then ignited the magnesium contained in the alloy.

For his valorous actions as Damage Control Officer,
Commander Shane King was awarded the Navy Cross. His
citation reads in part: ‘* . . When the ship was struck twice by
determined enemy air attacks, causing extensive damage
and raging fires on board, he skillfully and capably organized
the firefighting and damage control parties, personally
leading them in a courageous manner with utter disregard
for his own safety, pursuing his arduous and dangerous task
with such zealous capability that the repairs were effected,
fires were controlled and the ship was saved . . .’

The engines were not damaged, and the Bunker Hill made
it back to Honolulu where the elevator they had lost was
replaced. They then proceeded to Bremerton, Wash., for a
complete rewiring of the electrical system. Shane King
returned to Phoenixville on leave. He was interviewed by a
reporter and his story printed in the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Martha King accompanied her husband back to Washington.
The two were picnicking in Bremerton with others from the
vessel when news was received of the atomic bomb drop on
Hiroshima and they know the conclusion of the war would
soon follow. Commander King was selected for Captain while
in the Naval Reserve.

Joseph E. Jelley, the Seabees commanding officer,
attained the rank of Rear Admiral. He now lives in Colorado
Springs, but maintains ties with his home town through our
historical society. Admiral Jelley and Martha McAvoy King
were once students together in the Phoenixville High School.

John A. Rooney and Frank McElroy, another LCS man
living in Phoenixville,-attend reunions of LCS crew members.
Rooney’s book, ‘‘Mighty Midget,”” may be obtained by
calling him or writing him at 2 Emery Lane. The following is
another of the many interesting facets of history contained in
the small volume:

‘“Not every kamikaze piloi who watched Kyushu slip
behind him was headed for oblivion. One night two Jap
planes flew down suicide alley on an unauthorized mission of
peace. Nearing Okinawa, they broke in on an air-to-ground
voice circuit, speaking English they’s learned in California
schools, and offered to give themselves up. Instructed to turn
on their landing lights, they were intercepted, wing-escorted
into Naha and taken prisoner. The suicide run was not for
them — their ancestors would have to wait.”’

Credit: Evening Phoenix Centennial Edition Oct. 3, 1988.
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Donations

3 Phoenixville Public Library has turned over to us items
Laura S more appropriate for an historical society than for a library.
We are therefore able to announce with pride the acqg:{gﬂ |@,
b of the following: (1) A typewritten autobiography -
Interview =

Griffen Pennypacker entitled ‘“My First Eighty Years’

bound into three volumes. (2) The travel scrapbooks:p
‘ : - Esther Leggett and a number of books containing her letterg

The boy, Billy Smith, was born in Philadelphia, but was from abroad. Miss Leggett was a niece of John anfenp'fhe

adopted at an early age and brought up as a member of the ironmaster, and she visited many parts of the world before
local Reese family. During his childhood Billy listened the days of modern tourism. (3) An artistic rendition of one of
whenever old folks talked about the past, and he remem- the bridges erected by the Phoenix Bridge Company.
bered what he heard. In later life he was well known and Mary Alice Dougherty Hamel has donated photographs
respected for his knowledge of area history. from the 1920s, and a framed class picture from St. Ann’s

Laura Robb, HSPA archivist, feared the valuable informa- school. Also received were hard cover books containing
tion would be lost forever when Smith died, so she arranged Pennsylvania Teachers Monthly Reports for the years
a taped interview, of which a typed transcript is available to 1858-62, 1870-73, 1876-78. The book for May of 1862 lists 563
all our members. boys and 569 girls in alphabetical order.

One of Smith’s stories is especially appealing because it Genealogies of local families are a welcome addition to our

shows how some of us, then as now, resent change. In this archives, and during the past quarter the Society was pleased
instance an old fellow resented, for unusual reasons, what to receive documents relating to the Starrs for whom Stami

many others welcomed — a bridge across the Schuylkill Street is named, and the family lines of the Char!es Qlt 4
River at Pawlings. family of Charlestown Road.

It must be remembered before going any further that wood
shrinks when dried out. A certain amount of moisture is MemberShlp Rep0ft

needed to make wooden parts fit together tightly, and this is
true of wagon wheel spokes.
In the early 1800s when there was only a ford to cross the

A hearty welcome to the following new rnembers Ma
Denick, Catherine Dougherty, Angela Hall, Mary Al
Hamel, Virginia Neizer, and Olive Vanderslice.

Schuylkill, someone’s grandfather's grandfather greeted a With regret we report the death of Charles McCabe.
young man returning to the farm‘with this query: ‘‘Where Our BUSINESS MEMBERS are: Campbell-Ennis-Klotz-
were you at, boy, leaving all the work around here?’* The bOy ~ pach Funeral Home, Inc.; David M. Frees, Insurance;

replied, ‘| was down at Beantown.”' Beantown, Smith  jaworski Music Center; Nichols Flower Shop, Phoenix Hose,

explains, was what we know as Pawlings. The Bean family  Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1; Phoenixville Federal Savings &
owned everything from Valley Creek clear up to Pickering Loan Ass’n.; The Printing Post

Creek. Grandpa persisted: ‘‘What were you doing down : : "
there?’’ and the boy answered, ‘‘Why, they was blasting; | StfaWbell y FeSthﬂl

was watching them."’ Please mark June 20 on your calendar. It is the date of our

At this Grandpa broke in: ‘‘By gosh, | heard they were  most popular gathering, the annual Strawberry Festival.
going to build a bridge.”’ His anger rising, he ripped the hat

from his head, threw it down on the ground and shouted, Visitors .

““What the hell’s the world coming to, another damn bridge! The Horseshoe Questers, Chapter 726 of the national
It’s getting so bad you won't be able to drive through enough society, held their' meeting at our museum last January, and
creeks or rivers to keep the spokes swelled up, and the  Laura Robb was guide. The Daughters of the American

wagons will fall apart.” Revolution, West Chester Branch, have reserved the social
Laura’s interview with William R. Smith is about booklet ~ hall for May 20. ‘

size. She was wise to tape Smith’s version of local events GENEALOGY — Chester County Historical Society is

since the historian died not too long afterwards. holding a genealogical workshop Saturday, April 11. For

information call the County Archives at 344-6760.

Historical Society

Of the Phoenixville Area ;
P.O. Box 552 '
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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